
LAWRENCE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

LAWRENCE, NEW YORK 
 

The Lawrence Union Free School District Board of Education Budget Hearing and Special Meeting 

was conducted on May 5, 2015 in the Lawrence Middle School. 
 

The following Board members were present: 

Mr. Murray Forman, President  

Dr. David Sussman arrived at 8:30 p.m. 

Mr. Uri Kaufman 

Mr. Michael Hatten 

Mr. Abel Feldhamer  

Ms. Tova Plaut 
 

Not present: 

Dr. Asher Mansdorf, Vice-President 
 

Also present were: 

Mr. Gary Schall, Superintendent 

Mr. Christopher G. Kirby, School Counsel 

Ms. Mohinder Bharaj, District Clerk 
 

The Budget Hearing opened at 8:02 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Murray Forman.  Gary 

Schall presented another PowerPoint and further discussed the budget. 
 

At 8:12 p.m. the public was permitted to comment on the proposed budget. 
 

Upon motion by Uri Kaufman, seconded by Michael Hatten and approved unanimously the Board 

opened the special meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
 

Upon motion by Michael Hatten, seconded by Uri Kaufman and approved unanimously the Board 

entered executive session to discuss real estate matters at 8:25 p.m. 
 

Upon motion by Uri Kaufman, seconded by Michael Hatten and approved unanimously the Board 

closed the executive session and entered public session at 8:38 p.m. 
 

Upon motion by Murray Forman and seconded by Tova Plaut the Resolution of Type II Action Under 

SEQRA was approved as presented. (Enclosure III) 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Education (“Board”) proposes to lease the former Number 5 School 
building and grounds to Shulamith School for Girls (“Shulamith”), a non‐profit organization engaged in 

operating a school for girls; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Shulamith intends to use the building and grounds of the former Number 5 School for 

the operation of a school for children, with no increase in the intensity of use or traffic/parking, and 

with no change to the character of the community/neighborhood; and 
 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with SED guidance and policy, the local school district/board of 

education is the appropriate agency to undertake a review of the environmental impact of the 

proposed use of the former Number 5 School by Shulamith; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed use of the former Number 5 School building and grounds constitutes 

“replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site…” 

which is a Type II action not subject to review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(SEQRA) regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617). 



 NOW THEREFORE, based on such review and consideration, the Board hereby resolves that the 

proposed lease of the former Number 5 School building and grounds to Shulamith is a Type II action 

which is not subject to review under SEQRA, and the proposed action will not result in a significant 

adverse impact on the environment. 
 

Upon motion by Murray Forman and seconded by Michael Hatten the Lease of Former Number 5 

School resolution was approved as presented. (Enclosure IV) 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Education (“Board”) continues to explore avenues to address the 

District’s fiscal challenges; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that leasing the District’s underutilized and/or 

unoccupied buildings will generate significant revenue that can be applied to budgetary costs; and 
 

 WHEREAS, by prior resolution dated March 9, 2015, the Board authorized the move of students 

attending the Number 5 School to the Lawrence Elementary School at Broadway Campus, thereby 

rendering the Number 5 School building and grounds unoccupied and no longer needed for District 

purposes; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to § 403‐a of the New York Education Law a board of education may 

lease school buildings and sites or grounds, or any part thereof, upon such terms and conditions as 

the board of education deems appropriate to any person, partnership, or corporation that the board 

of education or trustees has determined will provide the most benefit to the school district for period 

not to exceed ten (10) years; and 
 

 WHEREAS, since March 2015 the Board has undertaken to lease the Number 5 School only 

under the most favorable terms and conditions to the District; to that end, the Board retained the 

services of Greiner‐Maltz Real Estate, a brokerage firm licensed in the State of New York, to market 

the property and locate prospective tenants; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Greiner Maltz Real Estate identified Shulamith School for Girls (“Shulamith”), a non‐
profit organization incorporated in the state of New York, with I.R.C. 501(c)(3) status, engaged in 

operating a school for girls; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the former Number 5 School building and grounds is ideally suited for the operation 

of Shulamith’s school for girls; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board has negotiated terms of a lease agreement with Shulamith and 

determined that the returns are consistent with and/or exceed the fair market rental value of nearby 

school buildings of similar size, character and use and will provide the most benefit to the District; 
 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, having been reviewed by counsel, the Board hereby 

approves the aforementioned Lease Agreement under the terms and conditions set forth therein; 

and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the President of the Board, and in the absence of the President, the 

Vice‐President of the Board, is hereby authorized to counter‐sign the partially executed Lease 

Agreement and to make, execute and deliver any and all further documents necessary to carry out 

the intent of this resolution. 

 

Upon motion by Uri Kaufman, seconded by Michael Hatten and approved unanimously the meeting 

adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

          Mohinder Bharaj 

          District Clerk 
 


