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As you get this win-
ter edition of our 
newsletter, the first 
semester of school 
is almost over. As I 
looked over all of 
the activities, 
events, and class 

projects that are included in this 
issue I am amazed at all of the op-
portunities our CTAE students have 
been afforded in such a short 
amount of time. I want to say a 
huge THANK YOU to each and eve-
ryone of our CTAE staff members for 
always going above and beyond to 
make students our number one pri-
ority. We are also grateful for such a 
great network of supporters—from 
school administration to local and 
state industry and educational lead-
ers. Your support is vital to making 
sure our programs are meeting the 
needs of industry and our local com-
munity. 

I hope each of you have a blessed 
Christmas holiday! 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Barber 

CTAE Director                                 
lbarber@ware.k12.ga.us 

Connect with Us: 

WareCTAE 

Ware County Schools at: 
www.ware.k12.ga.us 

 

On Wednesday November 14, a Ground Breaking ceremony was held at Ware County 
High School to celebrate the upcoming construction of the new Animal Science and For-
estry-Natural Resources facility on campus. A large crowd of school system employees, 
students and community leaders gathered to recognize the importance of this new addi-
tion.  Principal Bert Smith emphasized that this will further expand opportunities for stu-
dents in our school system while Superintendent Jim LeBrun spoke of how this is yet an-
other example of our system “moving forward.” Members of the FFA chapter participat-
ed and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem while the JROTC 
Color Guard presented the colors.  

The facility will feature a large arena type area that will serve many purposes—from 
hosting livestock events, to large animal laboratory activities for classes, to providing 
large group meeting space for school and community groups. In addition, the building 
will have a classroom and kitchen area. Two wings on the rear of the structure will pro-
vide temporary housing for animals used for classroom projects as well as student pro-
jects. As the facility is being constructed on the edge of the newly revamped forestry 
plot, it will also be used for laboratory space for forestry and wildlife science classes. 
CTAE Director Lynn Barber closed the ceremony by stressing that this building will serve 
all students of Ware County and will provide a multitude of opportunities.  

Ware County School System 

Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education  

CTAE Moving Forward as Ground 

Is Broken for New Facility 



DECA and Marketing Students Have Been Engaged this Semester! 

Ware County Marketing students attended a Waycross-Ware De-
velopment Authority meeting on Nov. 26. They were able to sit in 
on a session where board members discussed potential partner-
ships with outside businesses. The marketing students were able 
to see a presentation given by a prospective client. Students were 
intrigued by the possible job opportunities that will be available to 
them.  (see photo right) 
 
Also on November 26, the students had the opportunity to attend 
a Chamber of Commerce meeting. Marketing students listened to 
community members discuss collaboration among different busi-
ness and governmental agencies. They listened to each person 
discuss the benefits of why it is important to come together in the 
effort of growing the local community.  (see photo below) 

 
WCHS DECA students attended region competition in Sa-
vannah, GA on Dec. 7 (see photo lower right). Seven mem-
bers competed among several other counties. The group 
had six to place at region and they will advance to state in 
Atlanta in February. Placings were as follow: 
Miranda R. placed 3rd in Principles of Marketing 
Joey W. placed 3rd in Automotive Services. Evan S. placed 
4th place in Sports and Entertainment Marketing. Quintari-
us A. placed 1st in Marketing Communication. Taina A. 
placed 2nd Principles of Hospitality and Tourism and Mari-
sa N. placed 2nd in Entrepreneurship. 
 
 

Ware County DECA and Marketing & Management stu-
dents used their creativity recently at Sassy Sisters Bou-
tique in downtown Waycross. Sassy Sisters is a local con-
signment boutique that offers clothing, furniture, and oth-
er merchandise to its cus-
tomers. Students used a 
snow globe for a visual win-
dow display to bring in 
Christmas cheer. They also 
used other items in the bou-
tique to showcase to cus-
tomers. Great job putting 
marketing skills to work!  
(Photo lower left) 
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Business Education Students  

Hear From Banking Leaders 

BB&T Bank visited Mrs. Wasdin’s Introduction to Business and 

Technology Classes as a follow-up to the Financial Literacy Unit.  

Students have been working in the EverFi Financial Literacy 

Unit to gain an understanding of topics such as credit scores, 

payment types, etc.  BB&T is the corporate sponsor for the 

EverFi program.  Kane Thrift (Branch Bank Team Leader) and 

Jeannine Holley (Cluster Marker Leader) visited the classes and 

gave the students an overall view of the banking industry.  Stu-

dents then participated in a Jeopardy game that involved infor-

mation from the EverFi Unit.   

The goal of the Business Department is not only expose stu-

dents to the material, but to showcase the real-world opportu-

nities in the community that aligns with the content standards.     

The Ware County TSA chapter recently attended the Annual Ga TSA Fall Leadership 
Conference held on Jekyll Island, Ga. TSA/Vex Robotics members attended the TSA 
rally and competed in the Cardboard Boat Armada, the Vex Robotics competition, and 
attended the Saturday night Dance Social.  

The Cardboard Boat Armada is a TSA event where the members design and build a 
two-person boat solely from cardboard and duct tape—-and then race other teams 
across the width of a frigid November swimming pool. Historically, only a small per-
centage of the entries are able to cross the pool without sinking. The Ware team rose 
to the challenge this year and designed and built a boat that crossed the pool safely, 
keeping the members dry.  

The GA TSA Fall Leadership conference is also known for hosting the largest early-
season TSA/Vex Robotics Tournament. Ware County's team, 'Swampbotics' repre-
sented themselves very well at the tournament.  WCHS Team 2105A was undefeat-
ed throughout the whole day of semi-final competition, going into the finals ranked 
#1 out of 59 teams where they lost in the final tournament championship. Team 
2105C lost one match in the whole day of semi-final competition ranking them at 
7th going into the finals. The Ware teams allied with one another in the finals where 
their alliance won every match except the final tournament championship match, 
putting their alliance in second place overall. Both teams won second place overall, 
the 'Tournament Finalists' awards and both teams 2105A & 2105C qualified for state 
competition.  

TSA Students Excel at Fall Leadership Conference 

Students in Mrs. Wasdin’s 

IBT Class were introduced 

to the H & R Block Budget 

Challenge in September 

and were encouraged to 

work once a week on the 

unit through November 22, 

2018.   

The H & R Block Budget 

Challenge is an online simu-

lation tool that replicates 

real-world budgeting and 

personal finance decision-

making.   Although the 

Budget Challenge was not a 

required project, it was 

designed as enrichment for 

students.   

One student, Kayla P., con-

tinued with the project from start to finish to earn her certifi-

cate of completion. Kayla scored high enough to be ranked in 

the top 9% of students across the nation! 

IBT Student in Top 9% in the Nation 

For H&R Block Budget Challenge 
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 “Swampbotics” Teams Have  

Successful Fall Tournament! 

Ware County High School's VEX robotics team has had a 
successful season and continues to demonstrate excel-
lence as they gear up for the state tournament. The team 
had a very successful tourna-
ment at Coffee County on 
December 1. Mr. Holland 
Brown, Engineering Pathway 
teacher and team advisor, 
said, "Our 2105B team got 
quarterfinals, our 2105A 
team got semifinalist, and 
our 2105C Team got Finalist, 
as well as bringing home 
both the Robot Skills Cham-
pion Trophy, and the prestig-
ious Excellence Award Tro-
phy."    

 

 2nd Annual Robotics 

Tournament  

The 2nd annual Southeast Georgia Open Regional First Lego 
League Robotics Tournament was held December 8 at 
Waycross Middle School. The event was hosted by the Ware 
County District STEM Department. The Lego robotics competi-
tion is an excellent way for younger students to become in-
volved in robotics type competitions. 

During the event, many educational exhibits were on hand for 
parents and students to visit. These included Spaceport Cam-
den, Okefenokee Swamp Park, and Ware County High’s TSA 
Chapter. Several members of the TSA chapter (see photo be-
low) were on hand to talk to visitors about the opportunities 
available through TSA. 
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Local FBLA Member Named to National Council 

Ware County High School's Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
Chapter President, Maria M., was recently selected to serve as the Di-
rector of Communications for the National FBLA President’s Coun-
cil.  Throughout the year, Maria will be working closely with National 
FBLA leaders, U.S. legislators, and FBLA State leaders to create graphics 
to aid in the advertisement of the organization. Maria, who was a mem-
ber of Ware County FBLA's nationally acclaimed communications team, 
was chosen because of her skill set with graphic design and communica-
tions as well as her strong leadership skills. 

When asked about serving on the national council, Maria said, "When 
applications to become a part of the National President's Executive 
Council (NPEC) came out, I immediately knew I wanted to apply be-
cause it would give me a chance to familiarize myself with a group of 
student leaders in FBLA from across the nation.  This would not only 
allow me to see others' perspectives on things like fundraisers, how to 
better your chapter, etc., but I felt that it was something that would be beneficial in regard to my part as president of 
our local chapter. Applying to become the Executive Director of Communications felt almost second nature because it 
highlighted something that genuinely interested me---graphic design. During my interview, Eu Ro Wang-- National 
president of FBLA-- asked me why I did this, to which I replied, ‘I didn't want to apply for something I knew I would 
execute half-heartedly in.’  Thankfully, I was offered the position of Executive Director of Communications.  I am ex-
tremely honored and thankful to be a part of such a diligent, kind, and hard-working group of talented people; it's 
something that I would have never thought FBLA could do for me.”  

Maria is currently in the 10th grade at Ware County High School. Her FBLA advisor is Mrs. Lauren Carter. FBLA is a na-
tional career-technical student organization whose mission is to bring business and education together in 
a positive working relationship through innovative leadership and career development programs.   

CTSO Students Attend Chamber’s Legislative Event 

FBLA leaders and members of the JROTC attended 
the Chamber of Commerce’s Legislative Luncheon 
held November 29 at Memorial Satilla Hospital. Stu-
dents had the opportunity to hear State Representa-
tives Jason Shaw and John Corbett and State Senator 
Tyler Harper as all three addressed questions that 
were of local concern. The JROTC Color Guard pre-
sented the colors at the beginning of the luncheon. 

CTAE provides students with the opportunity to de-
velop their leadership potential and this luncheon 
was an excellent way for students to engage in net-
working with local and state leaders. Following the 
luncheon, the lawmakers took time to take photos 
with all of the students in attendance. The students 
were accompanied by Sgt. Rene Riviere, FBLA Advisor 
Lauren Carter, and Work-Based Learning coordinator 
Kim Callahan.  



FCCLA Member First in 

Statewide Competition 
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Following in the footsteps of George 
Washington Carver, Ware County 
High 9th grader Michah M. is work-
ing hard to find new uses for the 
peanut. Michah won first place in 
the Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) Peanut 
Recipe Competition sponsored by 
the Georgia Peanut Commission and 
held in cooperation with the Georgia 
National Fairgrounds and Agricenter. The event was held 
in Perry, Georgia on December 4, 2018. The competition 
was designed to allow middle school and 9th grade stu-
dents the opportunity to showcase their creative skills in 
developing a new recipe. 
 
Michah harvested peanuts from a 
local field farmed by Mr. Victor 
Aldridge. She cleaned them, 
boiled and shelled them, and 
after much research and trial 
made the most delicious hum-
mus. Michah was awarded a blue 
ribbon and $100 for her success 
in the competition.  

Work-Based Learning 

Student Spotlight 

Our Work-Based Learning spot-

light this month is on senior Na-

talie D. Natalie is employed at 

Ware County Board of Educa-

tion.  She is an Education Path-

way completer.  Natalie's respon-

sibilities include greeting the 

public, answering phones, as-

sisting all departments, sorting 

and distributing mail, excel 

spreadsheets, and customer service. After graduation, 

she plans to attend South Georgia State College and ma-

jor in Early Childhood Education. 

Law Pathway Students Learn 

About Thermal Technology 

The Criminal Justice Essentials classes learned about ad-

vanced technologies used by law enforcement and other frst 

responder agencies. Thermal Imaging Technology is used by 

Law Enforcement, Fire, and Rescue Units.  The students have 

enjoyed getting to see the various technology that is availa-

ble in this career field. 
Culinary Department’s “Fork Knife” 

Competition a Tasty Treat 

Ware High’s Culinary Department continued the Fork Knife 

events this fall which have provided staff with tasty lunches 

each Friday. Each week, a different team of students plans a 

menu, markets the meal to staff, purchases the ingredients, 

and prepares the meal. Following each Friday’s meal, a survey 

is sent out so that feedback is received. Chef Johnson uses the 

survey results to 

grade the students 

in the competition 

and determine the 

year’s “Fork Knife 

Champions”. 
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FFA Member Competes in EMC Wiring Competition 

FFA member Colton T. competed in the Area VI EMC Wiring Ca-

reer Development Event which was held November 15 on the 

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College Campus. Colton finished 

8th in the event. 

The overall objective of the Agricultural Electrification (EMC) Ca-

reer Development Event is to promote and expand educational 

programs in electrification for students enrolled in agricultural 

education. To achieve this objective, the CDE reinforces the class-

room instruction and FFA supervised activity projects in three (3) 

stages consisting of a problem-solving exercise, practical wiring 

exercise, and an oral demonstration.  

Participants in the FFA Agricultural Electrification Career Develop-

ment Event demonstrate the proper use of electrical tools, pre-

sent a speech/demonstration on an electrical energy-related top-

ic, answer problem solving questions pertaining to electrical wir-

ing and rural electrification and complete an assigned wiring 

problem based on The National Electrical Code. 

The competition is sponsored each year by the Georgia EMC Co-

operatives. Colton’s FFA Advisor for this event is Mr. Alex Chism. 

The Ware County FFA chapter held its fall pork chop 
plate sale this November. FFA members sold approxi-
mately 800 pork chop plates. The chop plate is becom-
ing a favorite of many in the county and the chapter is 
already planning for a sale in the spring.  The FFA chap-
ter would like to thank 
everyone who contin-
ues to support this en-
deavor. Funds raised 
are used to support 
chapter activities such 
as helping members 
attend leadership con-
ferences as well as 
sponsoring the annual 
awards banquet. 

Smoked Pork Chops Key to  

Fundraising Success for FFA 

Forestry Team Headed to State! 

FFA Members Nash., Hunter W., Kenna W., and Dawson R. 
competed in the South Region Forestry CDE and placed 
1st. The team will now advance to the state competition held 
in February at Camp John Hope in Fort Valley. 
 
Students in the forestry CDE each had to compete in four 
events. These events included identification of trees from all 
over the United States, They had to evaluate a tract of timber 
for its total board foot volume, take compass readings and 
measurement of 10 points across the span of multiple acres, 
and end with writing a timber stand plan, given a land owners 
management objective of a tract of land.   



Ware High Graduate Earns FFA’s Highest Degree 

WCHS graduate Courtney B. was awarded the American FFA Degree on Saturday, October 27 
at the National FFA Convention and Expo in Indianapolis, Indiana. The American FFA Degree is 
awarded each year to less than one percent of FFA members, making it one of the organiza-
tion’s highest honors. Only FFA members who have demonstrated the highest level of commit-
ment to FFA and made significant accomplishments in their supervised agricultural experiences 
are eligible for the American FFA Degree. To be eligible to receive the degree, members must 
meet qualifications such as receiving a State FFA Degree, holding active membership for the 
past three years, completing secondary instruction in an agricultural education program and 
operating an outstanding supervised agricultural experience program. Community service, 
leadership abilities and outstanding scholastic achievement are also required. 
 
Courtney, a 2017 Ware County High School graduate, is currently attending Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
where she is majoring in Agricultural Education. Her Supervised Agricultural Experience project in high school included 
raising and showing cattle and market swine as well as food processing. She held several leadership positions at the 
local level as well as serving as Area VI President, and State FFA Vice President. 
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Fall has been an active time for FFA members exhibiting livestock as the students have traveled to many shows on the 
local, area, and state level. The show season began in August with a cattle show in Perry. Numerous other shows were 
attended across the state and north Florida.  

During the local Okefenokee Agricultural Fair in Waycross, Colleen B. (center) had the Reserve Champion Maine Anjou 
heifer. Blake T.  (upper left) also did extremely well at the fair, earning champion in junior showmanship and a 1st and 
2nd place in the breeding gilt classes. 

Fall Active Time For FFA Livestock Exhibitors 

FFA Advisor Eric Hickox demonstrates clipping techniques 
during the Wiregrass Classic Cattle Show held December 8 
in Nicholls as Hannah D. looks on. 

Senior Colt H. has 
shown livestock 
since 4th grade. He 
winds up his last 
show season by 
exhibiting an Angus 
heifer. He will also 
show market hogs 
during the winter 
season. Colt is an 
Animal Science 
pathway completer 
and plans to pursue 
an animal related 
career. 



Livestock Judging Team State Bound 

On November 13th the Ware County FFA livestock judg-

ing team traveled to Irwin County to compete in the 

South Region Livestock Evaluation Career Development 

Event. The team placed 2nd out of 24 teams,  qualifying 

them for a spot at the state contest that will take place 

in Athens, Georgia on March 23rd. Individually the stu-

dents did very well. Out of 96 total participants, team 

members placed as follows: (L to R) Trevor Cox 10th, Jor-

dan O’Berry 7th, MacKenzie Grantham 5th, Hanna Dor-

miney 17th.   

The Ware County FFA Chapter traveled to Wayne County 

on November the 29th to compete in the Agriculture 

Sales and Floriculture Career Development Events. The 

Ag Sales team consisting of (L to R) Colt H., Dawson R., 

Scott R. and Jaden F., placed 7th out of 15 teams. The 

Floriculture team consisting of Nash D., Hunter W., Ken-

na W. and Hanna D. placed 6th out of 15 teams.  
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WCHS HOSA has been very bust during the Fall semester 

by participating in several community service activities. 

First, HOSA helped in selling Pediatric Cancer Awareness 

shirts to raise funds for local families with children 

battling cancer. Then HOSA arranged a blood drive with 

the American Red Cross, collecting nearly 70 pints of 

blood for our area. For the Christmas season, HOSA has 

purchased and donated gifts for children through the Sal-

vation Army Angel Tree project. Lasty, HOSA students 

‘rang the bell’ to raise funds for the Salvation Army.  

HOSA Has Active 

Fall Season 

FFA Area Competition Update 



Wacona Counselor Shares Career Exposure 

Model for Success with National Audience 

Wacona Elementary counselor Dr. Kim Callahan presented at the Association for Career and Tech-
nical Education’s National Career Tech Vision Conference held November 28 – December 1, 2018, 
in San Antonio, Texas.  Dr. Callahan was invited to present from a nation-wide group of educators 
and one of the few school counselors selected.  She also served as a Georgia Delegate to the ACTE 
Assembly of Delegates, a distinct honor reserved for a prestigious group.   

Dr. Callahan shared information with educators from all over the U.S. about the career model de-
veloped for the Ware County Career Bridge Expo; the model is still being used for the Wacona Col-
lege and Career Fair today.  She presented processes as well as the research that supports career 
education throughout the lifespan.  She also shared the importance of teaching students about 
tools that can help them determine the careers for which they may be best suited.  These tools 

include career interest inventories, career aptitude surveys, journaling, and websites that share virtual college tours 
and job shadowing.  Dr. Callahan contributed the success of the model to the supportive administration, counselors, 
and staff in the Ware County School System as well as the many community leaders who have participated in the ca-
reer development program over the years.  Her co-presenter, former Ware County counselor Ms. Sharon Barrow, also 
shared information about the model.  Mr. John Chancey is the principal at Wacona Elementary School and a strong 
supporter of the initiative.     

The ACTE Career Tech Vision Conference is held annually and includes business leaders, industry representatives, 
teachers, administrators, researchers, counselors and others connected with career education.  Career, Technical and 
Agricultural Education has been proven to increase graduation rates across the country. In Georgia, students who 
complete at least one career pathway currently have a high school graduation rate of 94.9% with Ware 
County CTAE students demonstrating a 98.6% graduation rate. Page 10 

Elementary Teachers Make Career Connections 

At Sunbelt Ag Expo STEM/CTAE Tour 

A group of elementary teachers from Ware County Schools took a tour of the Sunbelt Ag Expo in Moultrie this Octo-
ber. WCHS Culinary Chef and Ware School Nutrition staff also attended. The trip was organized by the CTAE Depart-
ment in conjunction with Ware County’s STEM Initiative. During the professional learning day, teachers and staff 
learned from industry leaders and found valuable ways to help them make career connections with their students. In 
addition, the school nutrition department made contacts with Georgia Grown representatives as well as several hy-
droponic vegetable producers. This is the 2nd such tour and the first one focused on elementary education.  

Tour stops included UGA and Fort Valley State University Research, Cornelius Farms, 
Vantage Southeast Precision Agriculture, 
Mobile Dairy Classroom, John Deere 
Technology, and Aquaponics. 

(Left photo) Teachers enjoyed learning 
about satellite guidance technology with 
representatives from John Deere while 
others (right) enjoyed hearing about hy-
droponic vegetable production from Fort 
Valley State University specialists. 
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The 2018 Wacona College and Career Fair was a huge success with over 130 fifth grade students, Ware 
County High School CTAE students, and business leaders in attendance.  Engagers shared career information 
about the education, training, and skills required for various positions in our community.  All attendees en-
joyed watching college virtual tours of two former Wacona students, Corinna and Rayanna Wester.  Post as-
sessment data indicated that the fair increased college and career awareness, broadened the scope of previ-
ous career interests, and helped learners obtain information about the Ware County High School pathway 
options.  Wacona Elementary School Counselor, Dr. Kim Callahan, expressed sincere gratitude to the many 
school officials, business leaders and Ware County High School CTAE pathway teachers and students who 
support the career development program.   

Wacona Elementary Keeps Focus on Career Readiness 

With Annual Student Career Expo 

Wacona College and Career Fair Engagers (pictured below):  Coastal Pines Technical College, Georgia Forestry Commission, 

Global Partnership for Telehealth, Okefenokee Heritage Center, The Heritage Bank, Okefenokee Swamp Park, Pam’s Beauty 

Shop, Pierce County Transportation, Southeastern Credit Union, St. Vincent's Cardiology, United States Army, Ware County Fire 

and Rescue, Ware County High School Agriculture, Ware County High School Business, Ware County High School Culinary Arts, 

Ware County High School Education, Ware County High School Healthcare, Ware County High School Law and Justice, Ware 

County High School Marketing, Ware County Sheriff’s Office, Waycross Bank and Trust, and Waycross Police Department.    
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FBLA has had a very busy fall semester from attending Fall Leadership Conference in Athens to bringing awareness, 
hosting fundraisers, attending a political event and preparing for competitive events. 

Ware County High School FBLA members attended the 2018 Fall Leadership Conference 
November 7-8 at the Classic Center in Athens. 
Students enjoyed a dynamic general session with 
a keynote speaker who delivered an inspiring 
message to all. They also attended informative 
leadership training workshops throughout the 
day, along with many other activities developed 
around gaining personal leadership skills. Lastly, 
students had the opportunity to participate in 
one of the world’s larg-
est MONOPOLY® Tour-
naments, and are pa-
tiently awaiting the final 
results.  

 

Twenty-seven members came in on the Monday of Thanksgiving Break to work 
on their competitive events. Some students spent time researching, while overs 
collaborated and critic each other’s work. Some worked on the creation of their 
project and some practiced delivering their speeches of scripts. (photo right) 

Students participated in Career Day at Wacona Elemen-
tary. They handed out candy and talked to students about 
careers in business as well as FBLA! (photo left) 

Students partnered with Henderson Family Practice, collected and donated books, crayons, 
markers, coloring books, crossword puzzles for the Wolfson Children’s hospital. This was part of 
a service project for the chapter. (photo lower left) 

FBLA Members celebrated WCHS FBLA Spirit day by wearing our organization t-shirts to school 
and a monthly meeting.  (photo lower right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from WCHS FBLA 
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FBLA partners with March of Dimes every year by supporting and bring awareness of pre-
term birth and the concerns. We kicked off our first support this year by wearing purple 
on World Prematurity Day. Students wanted to bringing awareness that approximately 
15 million babies are born preterm each year. (see photo upper left) 

Members celebrated American Enterprise Day by creating 
a PowerPoint that highlighted what American Enterprise 
Day is and why it is so important to our nation. Maria M. 

and Manav P. went to Waycross Middle and shared the presentation with Mrs. Bishop’s 
students. After the presentation, students played a game of Jeopardy (photo right), as-
sessing what they learned about American Enterprise Day from the presentations. Stu-
dents were engaged and really enjoyed it!  

Members shared the holiday cheer by donating a Christmas tree and ornaments to a less fortunate 
family. (photo left) 

The CEO of Satilla Memorial Hospital, Mr. Bobby McCullough (photo 
right), came and shared information about our local hospital and all 
the new changes since the hospital changed ownership. He discussed 
his perspective on leadership from his role as a leader within a hospi-
tal. We were happy to hear all the great things that are forecasted to 
happen and excited to know that we have “community first” mindset 
leaders in our local hospital. 

 

Security Blanket business owner and Stryker Orthopedics sales associate, 
Charlie Moore (photo right), came and presented to students “How Fail-
ure Breeds Success”. He included his personal story and how his failure 
led him to great success. He broke down to students that failure is not a 
bad thing. He said that is where growth is and opportunities can be found. 
Seek failure, learn from it and grow into great success.  

 

 

WCHS FBLA participated in #GivingTuesday this year, which 
is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media 
and collaboration. It is celebrated on the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving. #GivingTuesday harnesses the potential of 
social media and the generosity of people around the world 
to bring about real change in their communities; it provides 
a platform for them to encourage the donation of time, re-
sources and talents to address local challenges. It also 
brings together the collective power of a unique blend of 
partners— nonprofits, civic organizations, businesses and 
corporations, as well as families and individuals—to encour-
age and amplify small acts of kindness. This year WCHS 
FBLA donated goody bags filled with Tootsie Roll to our cus-
todians and lunch room staff, to show our appreciation for 
their “ROLL” in our lives.  

 

More News from FBLA 



Waycross Middle CTAE Spotlight 

CTAE Teachers are “Incredible” at Encouraging  

Students To Staff Away from Drugs 
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Red Ribbon Week is celebrated in all Ware Coun-
ty Schools each fall. As the nation’s largest and 
oldest drug prevention campaign, Red Ribbon 
Week® reaches over 80 million people each year 
throughout the United States. Schools often des-
ignate each day with a different theme aimed at 
encouraging students to stay away from drugs. 

The CTAE staff at Waycross Middle jumped in 
wholeheartedly this year and demonstrated for 
their students that life without drugs is pretty 
awesome. On one of the days, the staff dressed 
as Incredibles characters to emphasize to their 
students that life without drugs is pretty 
“incredible”! 

 

  

Members of WCHS FBLA came to talk to Mrs. Bishop's Business & Computer Science class about American Enterprise 
Day. The FBLA President (former WXMS student Maria M.) and FBLA Vice-President Manav P. delivered a presentation 
about the importance of American enterprise and capitalism. Then, they led students in a Jeopardy game to test what 
they had learned. The Waycross Middle School students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to learn from and inter-
act with their high school peers.   

Students are Engaged For American Enterprise Day 



Ware Middle CTAE Spotlight 
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Ware County Middle FFA had an awesome day at the annual 
Waycross Fair FFA Contest Events.  The Environmental Natu-
ral Resource Team placed 2nd overall in the Contest. The 
team consisted of Gavin C., Lane S., Landon D. & Garrett 
C.  Students must identify animals, trees and equipment asso-
ciated with the area of Environmental Natural Resources.  It is 
designed to develop an understanding of our state’s natural 
resources while allowing students to explore and prepare for 
possible careers in Natural Resources and Environmental Sci-
ence. 

The Livestock Evaluation team placed 3rd overall in the contest. The team consisted of 
Caden H., Blake T., Colleen B. and Maddox L.  Blake T. was also the 2nd high scoring indi-
vidual in the contest.  Participants in the Livestock Evaluation CDE evaluate breeding and 
market cattle, swine, sheep, and goats.  Performance data may be used on selected plac-
ing classes of breeding animals.  

The Livestock Evaluation CDE is designed to develop the ability to select and market live-
stock that will satisfy consumer demands and provide increased economic returns to pro-
ducers.   

Both teams went on to compete in the area level competition in mid-November. 

College Representatives Speak to WCHS Business Students 

South Georgia State College (SGSC) and Coastal Pines 

Technical College visited Mrs. Angela Wasdin’s Intro-

duction to Business and Technology Classes as a follow

-up to the Leadership and Management Unit to dis-

cuss post-secondary options in those areas for stu-

dents, as well as dual enrollment opportunities.  Dr. 

Charles Smith (Chair of Business/Assistant Professor of 

Management), Lakeshia Williams and Meagan Day 

(Admission Recruiters), and Walida Swaggard (Dual 

Enrollment Specialist) were the guests from SGSC 

(photo upper right), and Eryn Parsons (Recruiter/HS 

Coordinator) and Summer Gowen (Business Technolo-

gy Instructor) were the guests from Coastal Pines 

(photo lower right).  The business professionals not 

only educated the students on opportunities available 

to them in our community, but provided encourage-

ment to all of the students to work hard and never 

give up on their dreams.   



Ware County Middle School 

 Agricultural Science 

Business Education 

Family & Consumer Science 

Healthcare 

Waycross Middle School 

Business Education 

Family & Consumer Science 

Healthcare 

 Ware County High School CTAE Pathways   

Agriculture Mechanics Systems 

Agriscience Systems 

Business & Technology 

Culinary Arts 

Early Childhood Care & Education I 

Engineering & Technology 

Forestry & Wildlife Systems 

Horticulture & Animal Science (Diversified Ag) 

JROTC 

Law Enforcement Services-Forensic Science 

Marketing & Management 

Plant & Landscape Systems 

Therapeutic Services-Allied Health & Medicine 

Therapeutic Services-Patient Care 

Welding 

Work-Based Learning (Internships for all pathways) 

As required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title IX of the Education Amend-

ments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,  Ware County School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations.  For 

additional information or referral to the appropriate system coordinator, contact the system superintendent’s office at 1301 Bailey Street, Waycross, GA (912-283-8656).  


