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Superintendent Newsletter
Excellence vs. Success
Whether the topic is academic accountability like AQESTT or NSCAS testing, athletic
competition, or fine art events there is always talk about the “success” of teams and
individuals. Success is in fact an outcome that is not always measured equally. Back
when I was coaching at Ogallala our football program reached the playoffs for the first
time in school history in 1998 reaching the Class B Semi-Finals – a huge success by any
measure. In 2003, we reached that pinnacle again – only for many to be disappointed by
the loss to McCook and not reaching the finals. By definition both seasons were a
“success”. In 1998 we had not established a culture or tradition of behaviors that led to
winning – by 2003 those behaviors were engrained into our team. When you focus on
excellence, you develop a mindset – work ethic – behavior that is unwavering in leading
to consistently high results. What happens is the bar is raised and those new
expectations can make some great accomplishments seem routine. At Shelby-Rising City
Schools we strive for excellence, because we can control that. We can’t control
comparisons or outcomes against others without first being the best we can be in
academics and extra-curricular activities ourselves. When you focus on your own
excellence there is no need to try and tear down your teammates, opponents, or other
schools in order to make yourself feel more successful. There are conversations that
have been had with students, parents, and employees centered around the importance of
excellence – those are not easy – but if we accept effort, attitude, or behaviors that don’t
lead to excellence than we are not only letting that person down for not addressing it, we
are letting everyone else in our school community down who strives for it. We have been
fortunate to have a lot of success this school year and in most cases it has been the result
of a culture of excellence. For it to be sustainable, we have to commit to doing things the
right way.
Weather
I could do without it this winter. In 27 years of education this has been the most difficult
decision making I have experienced. I rely heavily on several weather sources and I am
fortunate to have an outstanding network of colleagues as well. But out District is not
small and the weather at times can be much different in Columbus then it is in
Stromsburg, or David City. My decisions take into account our school boundaries and
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getting students safely to and from school – but conditions can vary and change from the
time decisions have to be made. Another factor is that of our 72 employees only a
handful live where the school is located in Shelby. If I can’t get our staff here safely it also
makes it nearly impossible to have school. I ask for some grace when decisions are
made. Like I tell our staff, I don’t know what the weather is like if you live in Seward or
York so you have to make a decision for your safety and yes you will have to take a leave
day to do so. Parents, you can make that same decision for your children. No, those are
not waived absences, so make good decisions throughout the year so in these cases you
child missing school won’t be as impactful.
Extra Curricular Success
I am excited for the release of our new mobile application and website that will make it
easier to promote the success of our students. If you only use the newsletter you may
miss out and over the last couple months there have been some great successes. We
have had quite a run in the Crossroads Conference this winter! Our Boys Basketball Team
won the CRC Regular Season (12-0) and Tournament, our Wrestling Team finished as
tournament runner-up (tied with East Butler), and our High School Quiz Bowl team won
the CRC Tournament. We also had 11 students make the CRC Honor Choir and Band in a
14-school conference that has many strong schools in this area. We also had three win
CRC Medals for performance. In Wrestling we also had Mason Schleis and Grant Lindsley
quality for the State Meet with strong District performances. Our “Radio Quiz Bowl”
competition team has reached the final “8” of a state-wide competition held by KTCH. In
FFA on Parliamentary Procedure Team and Livestock Judging Teams were District
Champions and heading to State! There is a lot to be proud of and my weekly High Fives
e-mail to students has been packed full over the last month.
Welcome
Over the last few years we have only had to hire one or two teachers due to
departures. This year with the number of retirements we will be welcoming a few more
new teachers than normal. Mr. Turner Trofholz will assume the duties of Activities
Director for the District and will continue teaching some PE classes. He will also remain
as the Head Girls Basketball Coach. The District has also hired Kilah Deaver (teaching at
Elwood) and Danielle Luettel (teaching at Columbus) as Elementary teachers. Interviews
are wrapping up for the High School Science position. Welcome to the new members of
the Husky family!
Proud to be a Husky!
Chip Kay, Superintendent
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We have been using Kagan Structures at S-RC for the past two years. Nearly every elementary
teacher has received training. In addition, teachers have received an extensive library of Kagan
books and materials to help them use these structures in the classroom. As the principal, I also
attended training this summer so that I could recognize the Kagan strategies being used in the
classrooms.
As a school, we have been able to integrate structures into the everyday culture of our school. I
believe that the reason we have come so far, so fast, is because the structures have the following
key ingredients:
• They are easy to learn and implement
• They can effectively be integrated into our school (and are not an "add on" — not one more thing
to have to do)
• They produce results
Through consistently using structures such as Timed-Pair-Share, RallyRobin, Mix-N-Match, Match
Mine, Fan-N-Pick, (and more), SRC students have demonstrated a number of virtues. These include
respect, responsibility, empathy, and tolerance. By using structures, the students practice turn
taking, listening, perspective taking, and patience. They do all of this while simultaneously working
on academic content. This is crucial, because as we all know, time is always a challenge at school.
The work in making Kagan part of our school climate can exclusively be attributed to the SRC
elementary teachers who are implementing the strategies and structures. They make learning fun
and truly engaging for our students.
Mrs. Glock
Elementary Parking Reminder – by Mrs. Glock
With the super cold and snowy weather, there have been an above average number of
students being dropped off by parents/others in the morning and picking up students in the
afternoon.
Just to recap…PLEASE pull all the way forward in the drop off lane. This lane is for those K-5 parents
dropping students off at school, NOT for parents to get out of their vehicles and walk their child(ren) into the
school building. It IS; however, available to preschool parents who use the lane as overflow when diagonal
parking is not available. Preschool parents parking in the lane are the only ones that should leave their
vehicle. And again, ALL parents should pull all the way forward.
Please DO NOT stop on the curve to drop off students or stop on the driveway coming in from Ash Street to
drop off students. The bus lane is only for bus parking only. There is a stop sign with a flashing light directly
across from the elementary doors, please be aware that you are required to come to a full stop.
The same applies to the afternoon dismissal. Preschool parents who are picking up older students after
school must find a diagonal parking spot to wait for their child(ren), not the lane.
Please contact the elementary office for any clarification of this parking policy.
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The family of Betty Vrbka has given a
generous memorial contribution to the
Shelby-Rising City Title I program. Betty
Vrbka was a faithful volunteer reader for
the Title I program for over 15 years. She
donated many hours of her time to help
Title I students practice reading. The
memorial was used to provide books that
can be used by the volunteer readers
who are currently assisting students.
Flexible seating options were also
purchased for classroom use. We are
very grateful for this gift.
Betty’s daughters, Susan Ott and Nancy
Vrbka, are pictured with the donated
items. Other children include: Judy
McWilliams, Jerry Vrbka, Lori Freeman,
Cal Vrbka, Andy Vrbka and Angie King.

Used Ink Jet Cartridges
Please keep the used ink jet cartridges coming! In January we received a $49.50
check for recycled ink cartridges. This money goes directly to purchase books for the
library. We appreciate everyone who takes the time to bring their used cartridges in
to the library. Thanks to everyone who has donated them in the past.

Dates of Interest:
03-04/03-05 Middle School Musical
03-06 1:30 dismissal – SPRING BREAK
MS Maker Space 1:30-3:00 (Library)
03-07/03-08 No School – SPRING BREAK
03-11 School Board Meeting 7:00 PM
03-14 End of 3rd Quarter
03-20 1:30 dismissal – Prof. Dev.
03-30 PROM

04-02 ACT Test (Juniors)
04-03 1:30 dismissal PLC/HRS
04-08 MS Game Night 6:00 (Library)
04-18 1:30 dismissal-Holiday Break
04-19 No School – Holiday Break
04-22 No School – Holiday Break
04-25/04-26 All School Play Performance
04-26 Kindergarten Round-Up 8:15-3:30

04-30 Activity Awards Banquet 6:30
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Booster Club is Catering the Activity Banquet
By Bill Curry
The SRC Booster Club would like to
invite you to come celebrate a year
of student activities by attending the
activity awards banquet which will be
held on Tuesday, April 30th at 6:30 p.m., in the east
gym. Awards will be handed out for all sports and academic
achievements. Awards will also be presented for vocal and
instrumental music, speech and drama. Everyone is invited. The
SRC Booster Club has decided to cater the meal! This means
that everyone who attends will need to get a ticket for the
meal. Tickets for students and their parents will be
complimentary. Students will need to get their tickets from Mr.
Curry. Additional tickets may be purchased for $5. If you have
questions, please contact Mr. Curry.

Transition to
College Series
Juniors and Junior Parents:
March 26 – College Visits and the Application process
April 2 – Completing the FAFSA
April 9 – Scholarship searches and applications
April 16 – Putting it all together – Senior year to College
All sessions will be from 6:15-7:30 p.m. in Room 100 of the Middle School wing
(Mr. Gabel’s room)
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Preschool applications will be available starting March 1st. If you are
interested in filling out an application, please contact the elementary
office. Students must turn three-years-old on or before July 31st, 2019 to
attend. Birth certificates and immunization records will be required before
starting preschool.

Notes from Nienhueser
Coming back from break, we are continuing our Social Emotional Learning curriculum from SecondStep in
all grades. Some students are working on Problem-Solving Steps while others are still working on CalmingDown strategies. By the time the next newsletter comes out, all students will have completed this curriculum
and be ready to move on. Students in 3 grade will learn about a different culture and how to stand up to
bullies when they are in the bystander role. Students in 5 grade will learn a great lesson from our novel
about how if you start out as a bully, you can still end up as a friend/good person. Students will also be
moving on to the units of Bullying Protection Unit and Child Protection Unit from the Committee for
Children. We will continue to work on social skills and building positive relationships throughout the year.
rd

th

Kindergarten Registration
Friday April 26, 2019
Shelby-Rising City Public School will hold Kindergarten Registration on Friday April
26th. Any child turning 5-years of age on or before July 31, 2019 is eligible for Kindergarten. If
your student plans to attend S-RC Kindergarten next fall, please call the school’s district office
at (402)527-5946 and provide your name, the student’s name, birthdate and address to register or
receive additional information. Both morning and afternoon registration sessions are
available. The Kindergarten handbook will be reviewed and registration forms will be completed
on the 26th. Parents are encouraged to bring Kindergarten physical documentation, immunization
records, and a certified copy of the child’s birth certificate issued by the Bureau of Vital Statistics.
Letters confirming your registration session will be mailed on or around the second week of April.
PROM
March 30th, 2019
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Have you ever dreamed of visiting a
foreign country? The kindergarten

class at Shelby wasn’t dreaming. It was as
if they were in the country of El Salvador.
Miss Carina Abrego, kindergarten para,
spoke to the class about El Salvador. Miss
Abrego spent part of her childhood in El
Salvador. She has family living there. The
kindergarten class recently learned from
Miss Abrego about the customs,
geography, weather, food, and culture of
El Salvador. The students also compared
different aspects of life between El Salvador and the
United States. One comparison was between the two country’s
flags - how the flags are similar, yet different. There is also a
difference in Christmas customs. In El Salvador, no gifts are
exchanged. Instead, they attend church and shoot fireworks. The
children sampled different kinds of foods from El Salvador. Muy
delicioso! We had fun using new learning strategies to review the
facts. It was interesting and enjoyable to learn about life in El
Salvador. Gracias, Miss Abrego!

Once again Shelby-Rising City will be represented in the
21-annual Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing
Arts, NEBRASKA YOUNG ARTIST AWARDS. This year
two students, Alyssa Blohm and Alison Nekl, are sending
their art work for the exhibit. This program annually
recognizes high school juniors as exemplifying
outstanding creativity in the fine and performing
arts. University faculty will then jury the exhibition and select the recipients of the Nebraska Young Artist
Awards. Those winners will be announced at a reception on March 8, 2019 at the School of Art, Art History
& Design’s Eisentrager-Howard Gallery in Richards Hall on the University of Nebraska Lincoln campus.
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EducationQuest Foundation
College Planning Bulletin
A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students

March 2019
Wrapping up your senior year
Seniors…stay on track to college by completing these second-semester tasks:
Complete the financial aid process. By now, you should have filed your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid). If you haven’t, apply at fafsa.gov.
Compare financial aid awards. The colleges you listed on your FAFSA will send you notifications detailing the financial
aid they’re offering. Compare the notifications to determine which school provides the best package.
Watch your grades. If you slack off and get poor grades, your college admission could be revoked.
Apply for scholarships. See ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org to find Nebraska-based scholarships. You’ll
also find links to national scholarship sites that are EducationQuest-approved.
Make your final college selection. Notify the other colleges so they can take you off their mailing list.
Be aware of deadlines to accept financial aid and college admission offers, submit your housing deposit, and register
for new-student orientation.

Juniors…it’s time to narrow your college choices.
Narrow your college choices soon to prepare for these upcoming activities:
ACT college entrance exam. When you take the exam this spring, you'll be asked to provide a list of colleges that
should receive your score.
Completion of the FAFSA early next fall. You and your parents can complete the FAFSA beginning October 1 of your
senior year. The colleges you list on the form will receive the results.
Apply2College Campaign. Early next fall, it will be time to apply to your top college choices. You’ll get help with your
applications if your high school holds a college application event as part of the statewide Apply2College campaign.

Campus visits will help you narrow your choices
Your spring break is a perfect time to visit schools that interest you. Schedule your visits at least two weeks in advance
and be prepared with questions to ask. Find more tips in the “Selecting a College” section at EducationQuest.org.
You’ll also want to check out these college-search resources at EducationQuest.org:
• “About Nebraska Colleges” provides cost and contact information for Nebraska colleges.
• College Profiles has information about colleges in Nebraska and across the country.
•

Go on a scavenger hunt and you might win $500 for college
Apply by March 31 for EducationQuest’s $500 Scavenger Hunt Scholarship. Here’s how it works:
1. If you haven’t already, complete a profile in ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org. ScholarshipQuest is a
scholarship search tool with over 2,000 Nebraska-based awards.
2. If you’re a Nebraska resident in grades 9-12, you’ll see the EducationQuest Scavenger Hunt Scholarship as one of
the scholarships you’re eligible to apply for.
3. “Scavenge” around the EducationQuest website to find answers to questions in a survey.
EducationQuest will draw a winner from those who answer all questions correctly. The winner will receive $500 to invest
in a NEST 529 College Savings Plan account.
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Junior ACT State Testing 2019
All Juniors (students in their 3 year of high school) will take the ACT on Tuesday,
April 2, 2019.
rd

The test is free to all juniors and can be used as a college entrance exam, just like any ACT taken on a
Saturday. There will be no formal classes for the juniors on that day and they will be released from school
for the remainder of the day once the test is completed.
A letter will be sent home in March with final details. Presently, we will be asking all juniors to arrive at
school by 7:45 a.m. for breakfast. Students will then begin in assigned rooms around 8:10. A set 15-minute
break will occur after the first two tests. A 45-minute break, with lunch, will occur between the science and
writing tests.
The testing procedures are very rigid. No cell phones, Apple watches, or computers are allowed. During the
math test, only a designated calculator is used. A Pencil and scratch paper is provided.
Please mark April 2 on your calendar and please help your son/daughter prepare for that day by getting a
good night’s rest & plenty of encouragement!
nd

All juniors will or have already received access to the John Baylor Test Preparation. The state has also
provided access to the ACT Prep program. Both programs are free and online. See Mr. Curry or Mrs. Ruth
for more details.
Demographic paper work will be completed on Tuesday, March 26 . It must be completed prior to testing
by all students. Even if a student took the ACT in the past they must complete demographic paper work for
this ACT test document.
th

Any questions should be directed to Bill Curry or Lynne Ruth, Assessment Coordinators
at lruth@shelby.esu7.org or wcurry@shelby.esu7.org You may also call us at the school at
402-527-5946.

Grades 3 through 8 State Testing (NSCAS) – 2019
Please read this important information regarding state testing for this spring. The NSCAS (Nebraska
Student-Centered Assessment System) will be administered to all students in grades 3 through 8. All
students will take the English Language Arts (ELA) & Mathematics assessments. Students in grades 5 & 8
will take the Science assessment.
Middle School:
You will test on Tuesday, April 16 and Wednesday, April 17 . The morning session will be the ELA and
the afternoon session will be Math. The 8 grade will take the Science assessment on Wednesday
afternoon, April 17 .
th

th

th

th
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Elementary:
You will test during the week April 8 – April 12 . The teachers will work together to determine the times that
work best. All students in 3 through 5 grade will take an ELA and Mathematics assessments. Only those
students in 5 grade will complete the Science assessment.
th

rd
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th
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What to do if a child is absent during testing?
If a child misses a test, the test will need to be rescheduled. The state requires all students in grades 3 through
8, take the NSCAS tests. The window for make-ups closes May 3 .
Please schedule your out-of-school appointments so that students do not miss taking the tests. We’ve
noticed that students taking the test at the same time with their classmates increases their chance to be
successful! They take their time and feel less rushed.
rd

When will we have access to the results?
Results from the tests are released to the school districts in late summer and results will be provided to
families at the fall Parent Teacher Conferences. The district, school, and class results are released to the
public sometime in the fall. No individual student results are released to the public. The results are used by
the state for district comparisons.
Questions?
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher, the building
Principal, or the Assessment Coordinators- Bill Curry & Lynne Ruth.

CRC Quiz Bowl
Champions
Shelby-Rising City
competed in the CRC
Quiz Bowl tournament
February 13 in
Dorchester. SRC
remained undefeated
in all matches,
including defeating
Nebraska Lutheran in
the opening and final
match to become the
CRC champions.
Participants: L-R (Front)
Tori Perry, Jacob Willis, Nick Vavricek, Connor Rathman, Brenna Houdersheldt, Kira
Pavlik
(Back) Dylan Rathman, Jaydon Pavel
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WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
All school cancellations or delays due to weather will be sent out by phone and text through our
school messenger system. Additional information will be sent to KOLN/KGIN-TV (Lincoln), KLKNTV (Lincoln), Local Radio-Weather Threat, and our social media accounts.
Decisions will be made as close to 6:30am the morning of school as possible. If decisions are made
the night before it will be sent out by 10:00pm.
All before school activities are cancelled on late starts and additional information on school activity
cancellations or postponements will be provided on days school is cancelled independently.

COMMUNICATION TOOLS
Shelby-Rising City Schools has implemented the use of Wordware for parents to manage lunch
balances. This also gives you an opportunity to pay online as well, but you may still send money to
school. The District will not send home paper bills and we appreciate parents taking the
responsibility to maintain paid up accounts.
The District will also be employing a company called Apptegy to create and provide support for a
comprehensive communication tool for the District. This will include a customized mobile
application for phones, a synced website with district data, and push notifications for changes and
updates. This will allow stakeholders to have data sent to them as best works for them digitally. We
will use this to provide schedule and calendar updates throughout the year.

Starting next-year the school district will provide a monthly digital
newsletter for stakeholders. The only mailed newsletter will be in
July that will include our photo collage of graduates and enrollment
information for the upcoming school year.
The District will continue to maintain a social media presence, however,
that information will be fed from information generated by District Staff
through the Apptegy package.
Lastly, each activity sponsor, coach, and some teachers will have
accounts through a program called Remind. This will allow
information to be sent directly to the phones of students (above the age
of 13) and all parents of participating students with specific information
and updates for that activity. Because those type of reminders are for specific people,
works far better for direct communication than our District tools will.
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Remind

SRC yearbook has branched out to the Polk County News. Konner Batenhorst is writing basketball
articles recapping girls’ and boys’ SRC games. Batenhorst collects game stats to provide sports readers game
recaps. Some weeks are busier than others as SRC basketball teams have 2-3 games a week; resulting in 4-6
articles written by Batenhorst. Konner is interested in becoming a sports journalist, so writing for PCN has
been enticing and a taste of that career. Take a moment and check out his game recaps if you miss the live
version of the game.

2018-19 Yearbook Sale
When: February 1 – April 12
Cost: $45.00
Contact: Mrs. Hofmann – lhofmann@shelby.esu7.org
OR send money/place order with Mrs. Hofmann
AFTER APRIL 12 ~~ Yearbook Sale
Cost: $50.00 until May 10
NO EXTRA BOOKS WILL BE ORDERED – So, don’t
forget to place your order!
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Shelby Community
Library Hours
The Shelby Community Library is also
available to the public when school is in
session (8am-3:30pm)
When school is in session
Open weekdays
8:00 Monday thru Thursday
Closed at 4:30
Friday Close at 3:00
Open Saturday 9:30-1:30
When school is NOT in session
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
9:30-12:00; 12:30-4:30
Wednesday 12:30-4:30; 5:00-7:30
Friday and Saturday 9:30-1:30
Look for the BLINKING “Open” sign
Website: http://libraries.ne.gov/shelby/
FACEBOOK: Shelby Community Library
Twitter: @shelby library
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The Fitness
Center IS
Always
OPEN!!!
join and enjoy the
Fitness Center

24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK
Comfort of a secure environment
Stop in the Main Office (Door 9)
to get your membership
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