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Binghamton City School District
164 Hawley Street,  P.O. Box 2126
Binghamton, NY  13902-2126

Fall 2022 A letter from 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson
Dear Binghamton Families,

The 2022-2023 school year is off to a successful start! I have seen 
so many amazing back-to-school pictures of our students and staff 

shared on our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram platforms. These pictures radiate that 
refreshing “new school year” energy that’s present across the district. Seeing the smiling 
faces of our students once again is priceless. 

In this issue of BToday, you will see our district’s new athletic logo, and meet the student 
whose artwork inspired it! The design began with a drawing from Ivelissia Nunez-
Thongthrip, now a freshman at Binghamton High School, during her eighth-grade year at 
West Middle School. The winning design was selected via a student vote last spring. We 
are very excited to roll out a new look for Patriot Athletics, and to have had student voice 
and choice play a role in the process!

You will read about MacArthur fourth grader, Connor Race, raising funds and awareness for 
a cause near and dear to his heart, and leading family, friends, and even Binghamton City 
School District administrators up 40 flights of stairs during the annual 9/11 Memorial Stair 
Climb. We are so proud of Connor’s dedication to making a difference at such a young age. 

You will learn about a new tribute to late East Middle School student, Aliza Spencer: a 
“Little Free Library” at her former elementary school, Calvin Coolidge. What was once an 
idea of Aliza’s became a reality thanks to the care and dedication of friends, neighbors, and 
teachers of Aliza, as well as the generosity of the many community members who donated 
books and funds to keep the library stocked. I’m proud of how our school community 
continues to celebrate her life and honor her memory.

Music, dance, and art is in the air and around our schools. Whether they be displays of 
creative productions or early performances of larger pieces that will be showcased during 
the winter concert season, our faculty and students continue to impress. I also look forward 
to our fall production of “Radium Girls” and the annual BHS Community Thanksgiving 
dinner along with many more events, opportunities, and accomplishments.

 
 
With Patriot Pride,
   
 
 
 
Dr. Tonia Thompson
Superintendent of Schools

   “Seeing the  
smiling faces of  

our students once 
again is priceless.
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PATS program helps  
students adjust to new  
learning environment
Heading into an all-new school environment can be daunting for 
students – being amongst crowds of fellow students, unfamiliar 
procedures, and an overall bigger and possibly overwhelming 
environment.

Binghamton’s PATS program is looking to ease that transition 
for students new to Binghamton High School.

PATS (Patriots Aspiring To Succeed) is a new program at 
Binghamton High School. The PATS program is for ninth and 
tenth grade students who may need a little aid in adjusting to the 
new learning environment to get off to a successful start to their 
high school career. 

Currently, there are 42 total students in PATS (32 ninth-graders 
and 10 tenth-graders). The district hopes to expand the program 
in the future to include around 60 students.

So…how does the PATS program work? Students in the program 
are in a smaller setting. They have their own section of the high 
school (second floor of the D building) and staff designated 
specifically for PATS students. Students begin and end the day at 
the D building (aside from elective classes, physical education, 
and lunch). Most of the classes have a class size of 12-15 students, 
so students get the time and attention they need to succeed.

PATS students have more personalized schedules that take into 
account academic and social needs on an individual level. What 
results is a more fluid environment that works for each student. 
Students learn differently and come to school each day with  
varied needs. PATS addresses that head-on.

Along with having teachers solely devoted to PATS, there is also 
a PATS-specific guidance counselor, as well as a PATS-specific 
dean of students who helps assess the needs of students. PATS 
staff work with students to make sure they stay on track with the 
credits they need to graduate.

That’s a paramount focus of PATS – getting students the 
assistance they need and ensuring that they graduate on time.

Students must be in good standing in order to be eligible for PATS 
– must have at least a 60 percent attendance rate, be passing a 
majority of their classes, and have less than ten referrals on their 
record. Program officials take recommendations from students’ 
middle schools and the high school’s guidance counselors on 
who should or should not be part of the program. 

If you would like to learn more about PATS or see if a student 
qualifies, send an email to BHS Dean of Students, Angela 
Panigrosso, at panigroa@binghamtonschools.org. E C O M E 
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Angela Panigrosso
Dean of Students

Angela is a Binghamton native, and 
a BHS graduate herself! Becoming a 
teacher was always her dream, and she 
knew that returning to her hometown 
to teach would be the best way to give 

back to her community. Upon graduating from St. Bonaventure 
University, Angela moved back home and immediately signed 
a contract with BCSD. Angela has been working in the school 
district since 2002, beginning her career as a 6th grade social 
studies teacher at West Middle School. After being in the classroom 
for 16 years, Angela became a Restorative Practices Coordinator 
in the district and traveled to all 10 of our buildings promoting 
Restorative Practices. During this time, Angela realized she wanted 
to pursue administration to continue working with both students 
and teachers. Becoming the Dean of Students for the new PATS 
program at BHS is a dream job. Angela is most excited to work 
with the PATS team and help students achieve their goals in the 
program and beyond. E C O M E 

Assistant to the  
Superintendent 
Dr. Dove steps into the role of Assistant 
to the Superintendent after ten years 
as the district’s Director of Literacy & 
Humanities, Early Childhood-Grade 12, 

working with teachers and administrators in all ten buildings. 
In that role, she led curriculum, assessment, and instruction for 
English Language Arts and Social Studies across the district. 
Before coming to BCSD, Dr. Dove was the Director of Teaching, 
Learning and Technology, serving in an Assistant Superintendent 
capacity for the Groton Central School District for five years. Prior 
to that, she spent five years teaching English at the secondary level 
in the Spencer-Van Etten School District. Dr. Dove received her 
bachelor’s degree from SUNY Geneseo in Secondary English in 
1993, her master’s degree from SUNY Binghamton in English 
Education in 1996, and her Doctorate in Leadership and Learning 
Theory from Andrews University in 2003. With 16 years as an 
administrator and 29 total years in education, Dr. Dove brings a 
wealth of experience both in the classroom and at the district level.

Jennifer Dove

Binghamton names new administrators

Kelly Bough
Calvin Coolidge  
Principal
Kelly Bough takes over as Building 
Pr inc ipa l  of  Calv in  Cool idge  
Elementary School after four years 
serving as Assistant Principal at Franklin 
where she also led the Imagination 

Adventure summer program. Prior to becoming an administrator, 
Kelly spent 20 years as a special education teacher at West 
Middle School. Kelly was born and raised in Binghamton and 
is currently in her 25th year with the Binghamton City School 
District. Kelly credits her husband and two daughters for their 
encouragement and support throughout this journey. She looks 
forward to building positive relationships with Coolidge families, 
students, community and faculty, and ensuring that students grow 
and learn in a place where they feel greatly valued, respected, 
and look forward to coming to school every day.  

Ariana Koniuto
Fine Arts Department Chair
Ariana Koniuto is a Binghamton native 
and a graduate of the Rod Serling School 
of Fine Arts at Binghamton High School. 
Before becoming a teacher, Ariana 
earned bachelor’s degrees in music 
therapy and vocal performance. She 

returned to the area to complete her Masters in Opera with Tri-
Cities Opera and Binghamton University. She also completed her 
teaching certification through Elmira College. Ariana has spent 
the last 12 years teaching theatre in the Rod Serling School of 
Fine Arts in addition to directing three productions a year for 
Binghamton High School. Fostering students’ appreciation and 
love for the arts has always been Ariana’s passion. After being 
in the classroom for more than 12 years, Ariana earned her 
administrative certificate through Binghamton University with 
the desire to continue to support and foster arts education within 
the Binghamton City School District. She strongly believes in 
the power of arts education as part of a well-rounded, diverse, 
and engaging public education that all students are entitled to. 
She also believes that the BCSD does this better than anyone and 
she is proud to be a part of such a dynamic district!
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Binghamton names new administrators
Carrie Vesci
Assistant Principal 
East Middle School 
Carrie Vesci comes to East Middle  
School with 22 years of teaching 
experience at Chenango Valley Central 
School District. Her classroom time was 
primarily spent in grades four and six, but 

she has also taught second, third, and seventh grades as well as 
elementary art. She and her husband Paul have two daughters, 
Lauren (age 15) and Madeline (age 13). Together, they spend 
most of their evenings and weekends at sporting events supporting 
their girls and spoiling their golden doodle, Jack. In her spare 
time, Mrs. Vesci enjoys gardening, shopping, and doing artwork.

Nicole Vanderpool
Assistant Principal
MacArthur
Nicole Vanderpool has returned to 
her roots as the Assistant Principal at 
MacArthur Elementary School. Nicole 
graduated from BCSD, attended Le 
Moyne College and earned her Masters 

at Binghamton University where she studied childhood literacy. 
Her first teaching job was with Broome-Tioga BOCES as a  
special education teacher working with students with autism. 
While at BOCES, she took on roles as a technology leader for 
instructional programs, VP of the teacher’s union and supporting 
curriculum teams. She also supported BCSD, spending six 
years coaching Varsity girls lacrosse. Last year, Nicole came to 
Binghamton in the role of the CSE chairperson, working with 
students at MacArthur and out of district programs. She recently 
completed her administrative degree through Binghamton 
University and transitioned into this new position. She is eager 
and excited as she begins her administrative career in the district 
that started it all! 

The Binghamton City School District officially unveiled its 
new athletic logo at a ceremony on Fri., Oct. 7 in Patriot Hall at 
Binghamton High School. At the event, we celebrated the top 
three finalists from last year’s district-wide artwork contest. 

1st place - Ivelissia Nunez-Thongthrip – BHS 9th grader 

2nd place - Jaidah Pitt – BHS 9th grader

3rd place Morgan Taylor – BCSD Employee/Graduate

Middle and high school students were able to vote on the final 
three submissions.  

The new logo replaces the Patriot head that was previous-
ly used to represent athletics and was designed with the in-
tention of being more inclusive and representing our entire 
school community. The Binghamton B will continue to be 
used as the district’s primary logo.

“I felt like a star would be inclusive and neutral, and the red, 
white and blue colors bring it all together,” contest winner  
Ivelissia Nunez-Thongthrip said. “I love when I’m cheering at 
the football games, and I look up and see the design on the 
football helmets. I’m very proud of it.” 

“I love the new look of Patriot Athletics and, even more 
than that, I love that this process included the work of these 
promising young artists as well as the choices of our students,” 
Dr. Tonia Thompson, superintendent of the Binghamton City 
School District, said. “This is just another amazing example of 
the incredible things that can come from the talent of BCSD 
students, alumni and employees.” 

All three finalists received Binghamton City School District 
gear that proudly displays the new logo. 

BCSD officially rolls 
out new athletic logo
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E C O M E 

The New York Giants and Gatorade have selected BHS Coach 
Vaughn Labor as the Lou Rettino High School Coach of the 
Week for Week 1 of the 2022 season. Labor is the head coach 
of the Binghamton Patriots girls high school flag football team 
that won the Section IV championship in the inaugural season 
of the new spring sport. The Lady Patriots ended the year with 
a 5-2 record, including winning the championship game over 
Union-Endicott by a score of 26-12. Union-Endicott narrowly 
defeated Binghamton 38-31 in week four of the regular season. 
The Giants were pleased to help support the launch of the pilot 
league for girls’ flag in the Spring of 2021 with seven teams 
participating.

The Lou Rettino High School Football Coach of the Week 
Award is part of the Giants’ continuing effort to support local 
high school football programs. The Giants elected to name the 
award in memory of former Union High School (NJ) coach, 
Lou Rettino, for his fine commitment to the game of football, 
his community, and the betterment of his athletes’ lives. 
Each week during the high school football season, the Giants 
selected one area high school head coach as the Coach of the 
Week winner. The selection is based on the coach’s continuing 
commitment toward promoting youth football, developing 
motivated student-athletes, and contributing overall to their 
community.

In recognition of Labor’s selection as Coach of the Week, 
a $2,000 check will be granted to the school’s flag football 
program from The Giants Foundation and Gatorade. Labor 
will also receive a certificate of recognition signed by Giants 
head coach Brian Daboll and will be honored at a dinner 
following the season, as well as a 2023 pre-season home game.

In addition to coaching the girls flag team this year, Labor has 
served as an assistant varsity coach at Binghamton High School 
for 10 years and played college football at SUNY Cortland. He 
has also served as a social studies teacher in the Binghamton 
City School District for nine years.

Labor is thrilled to have the chance to coach this team and 
is even more excited about the future of the sport. “Creating 
more opportunities for kids to participate and belong will 
lead to more kids finding success,” said Labor. “To jump into 
a brand-new sport and ask questions and learn the game and 
then win a championship at the end of it, that’s just a testament 
to them. They will get to say to the girls down the line, in ten, 
fifteen years, when this is hopefully a state-sponsored sport, we 
were the first Section IV team. We were the first to do it.”

                 NY Giants name  NY Giants name Vaughn LaborVaughn Labor
                    Coach of the WeekCoach of the Week
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Student steps up for an  Student steps up for an  
important causeimportant cause

MacArthur Elementary fourth grader, Connor Race, knows 
firsthand that you are never too small to make a big difference. 
His team, ‘Connor’s Challenge’ completed the 9/11 Memorial 
Stair Climb on Sun., Sept. 11 at Mirabito Stadium. The event 
is hosted by the Binghamton Fire Department and has been 
running 12 years. 

It was the second time for Connor and the first time for his twin 
brother, Andrew, both of whom attend MacArthur and volunteer 
at the Town of Binghamton Volunteer Fire Department with 
their dad, Jamie. The climb is 110 flights of stairs (2,220 steps) 
and symbolizes the route taken by 343 members of the FDNY 
killed at the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. The event 
supports the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, which 
offers counseling and support to families of firefighters who die 
in the line of duty. We are so proud of Connor and his family for 
raising awareness and funds for this important cause. 

We are also Patriot proud of our administrators, MacArthur 
principal Lori Asquith and superintendent Tonia Thompson, 
for ‘stepping up’ to the challenge! Incredible job by all.

                    Coach of the WeekCoach of the Week

E L I E V E
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E L O N G 
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E C O M E 

Back to schoolBack to school
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Fall sportsFall sports

E L O N G 
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Fall sportsFall sports

E L I E V E
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BHS teacher presents at international seminar in Germany
This summer, Binghamton High School Social Studies Teacher, 
Taylor Weigand, traveled to Potsdam, Germany as an Alumni-
Teacher Fellow representing SUNY Cortland to present a lecture 
on “Teaching the SDG’s- Education for Sustainable Development 
and Global Citizenship.” This seminar was intended to engage 
future teachers who will play a vital role when it comes to 
implementing the United Nation’s 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) to prepare younger generations for the challenges 
in an ever-changing world.

The 17 SDGs, which are an urgent call for action by all countries, 
are part of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development adopted 
by all United Nations Member States in 2015. These SDGs 
recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health and education, 
reduce inequality, and spur economic growth- all while tackling 
climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests.

Weigand has been working with SUNY Cortland as a guest 
speaker and host teacher for its social studies educator program. 
He said the head of the program approached him two years ago 
and asked if he would be interested in this project.

“I immediately jumped at the opportunity and worked as an 
Alumni Teacher Fellow to bring a practical teaching experience 

to the international classroom, both in a virtual setting and in 
Potsdam,” he said.

Weigand assisted with “Engaging with Global Citizenship,” one 
of several courses offered during the summer program. This 
interdisciplinary class centered on issues of migration, language 
and culture, and identities.

Weigand said that the seminar included people from across the 
globe and broadened his personal and professional horizons.

“The shared experience allowed me to get exposure to many 
different professionals with different outlooks and practices,” 
he said. “Sustainability is not just an environmental buzzword, 
rather it is a mindset that can be fostered in people and bring 
about positive change. By educating students and pairing the 
learning with action, small immediate change can be derived 
while encouraging involved citizenship from future generations.”

Weigand said he is always looking for ways to engage his students 
through teachable moments.

“I want to move beyond just teaching and begin to encourage 
students to address their concerns with informed action 
through proper channels,” he said. “I believe those educational 
opportunities can make positive long-term changes.”

E C O M E 
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Distinguished Graduates DinnerDistinguished Graduates Dinner
It’s always nice to see Binghamton graduates move on to big 
things after receiving their diploma, but it feels even better when 
they return to where it all started!

That’s one of the greatest aspects of the Binghamton City School 
District’s annual Distinguished Graduates Dinner, and the 2022 
edition was no different.

Held at Binghamton High School on Thurs., Oct. 13, five notable 
alumni were honored in the city where they got their start. 
Highlighted by plenty of student musical performances, the 
distinguished graduates were given the warmest of welcomes.

The distinguished graduates who were honored are as follows:

William Atkin – Binghamton North High School Class of 1965 
Atkin is currently the Senior Vice President, Chief Financial 
Officer, Treasurer and Secretary of Annuity & Life Re Holdings, 
LTD, an insurance company which provides financial services 
including life insurance. Atkin is also the former Executive 
Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, and Board Member of 
Security Mutual Life Insurance, which is Binghamton-based 
and has a firm footprint throughout the Southern Tier.

Barbara Ganim – Binghamton Central High School Class of 1965

Ganim is currently the Director of the Institute for the Expressive 
Arts at Salve Regina University, located in Newport Rhode 
Island.

Edward Tallon – Binghamton High School Class of 1989

Tallon is the retired Assistant Chief of the United States Border 
PRotection Foreign Operations Division.

Dr. Jillian Kearing Wanik – Binghamton Central High School 
Class of 1982

Dr. Wanik is currently Professor of Clinical Nutrition at the 
University of Connecticut. She is also a sports nutritionist for 
the United States Olympic Committee. 

Justin Zell – Binghamton High School Class of 1995

Zell is the co-founder and outreach director of Steel City Improv 
Theater in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. 

A massive thank you to all the students and staff who made the 
event possible, and the distinguished graduates for coming back 
home!

E L O N G 
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Justin Zell gives improv acting workshop
Under the bright lights at the Rod Serling School of Fine Arts, 
one of Binghamton High School’s distinguished graduates 
returned to the Southern Tier to impart some wisdom to the 
theater stars of tomorrow!

Justin Zell ‘95 is the co-founder of Steel City Improv Theater, 
but, on October 14, he brought some of the Steel City to the 
Parlor City to hold a special improv workshop for students at 
Binghamton High School.

Students were put through a series of exercises to stretch their 
brains and hone their focus. One such exercise was basic in 
principle: walk when Justin said “walk” and freeze when Justin 
said “freeze”. Simple enough, until Justin threw them a curveball 
by flipping the commands, freezing when Justin said “walk”, and 
walking when Justin said “freeze”.

E C O M E 

From there the training became more creative. One student 
would strike a pose. The next student had to build off that pose 
by striking another pose, the student after that doing the same, 
and so on, until you had a group of students forming a “living 
statue” art piece.

Another exercise had students being given a scenario (a county 
fair or grocery store for example) and take up the role of someone 
who would be at that location. The rest of the group had to guess 
what each student was doing in that scenario, just by observing 
the actions of each participant.

Zell held the workshop under the umbrella of Steel City Improv 
Theater’s mantra: “Listen. Commit. Play.” Safe to say that all the 
students did!

The Binghamton City School District celebrated  the 
commitment and contributions of its Board of Education during 
School Board Recognition Week! 

October 17-21 was designated as School Board Recognition 
Week by the New York State School Boards Association 
(NYSSBA), and, just as communities across the state paused to 
say “thank you” to their boards, we here in Binghamton did the 
same.

On Tues., Oct. 18, the district held its annual Board of Education 
Recognition Breakfast at West Middle School. Featuring 
wonderful performances by members of the West Middle 
School Chorus and Orchestra, along with beautiful presents that 
were handmade by students, the breakfast served as a massive 
show of gratitude to the school board members’ work. After the 
breakfast, the board members went on a building tour and took 
note of some of the newest additions to West Middle School: the 
dance studio, rock climbing wall, and fitness center.

The impact of our school board, and all school boards, cannot 
be overstated. It lays the framework for the education of each 
student and serves as the foundation on which the school 
community is built. School boards of education work tirelessly 
to develop a vision for districts, provide accountability, and 
drive the direction of the entire district culture. 

BCSD salutes its board members
Although board meetings are held monthly, that in no way 
means that board of education members across the state are not 
working tirelessly on helping their districts. According to the 
NYSSBA, about two-thirds of New York State’s school board 
members spend more than six hours per week on school board 
activities. 

We extend our deepest appreciation to our board members:

Brian Whalen,   Steve Seepersaud, 
President   Vice President

Timothy Ames   Korin L. Kirk

Ashley Montalvo  Dr. Albert Penna

Liza Beautz Turner
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Justin Zell gives improv acting workshop

Nearly six months after the tragic passing of Aliza Spencer, a 
new “little free library” at her former elementary school will 
ensure that her memory lives on.

On October 11, family, friends, and the Binghamton community 
all gathered on the front lawn of Calvin Coolidge Elementary 
School for the official unveiling and dedication of the Aliza L. 
Spencer Little Free Library. Against the backdrop of a beautiful 
sunset, the ceremony emphasized Aliza’s love of reading, her 
love of the color purple, and just how much she meant to those 
who knew her.

The box, which is set up right at the main entrance of the 
school, is painted in Aliza’s favorite shade of purple and features 
beautiful flowers painted on it by last year’s art teacher. The little 
free library is open to the community around the clock 24/7. 
Everyone is encouraged to borrow a book to read or leave a 
book for others to enjoy. 

With Aliza’s family in attendance, Binghamton City School 
District Superintendent, Tonia Thompson, gave warm remarks 
thanking the committee for their work in setting up the little 
free library, which included many of Aliza’s former teachers 
at Coolidge. Binghamton Mayor, Jared Kraham, also issued a 
special proclamation for October 11, 2022 as the official opening 
day of the Aliza L. Spencer Little Free Library.

Ann Marie Bogart, Coolidge Elementary fourth grade teacher 
and mother of Aliza’s best friend, spoke extensively about the 
kind of child Aliza was – quiet, but kind; shy, yet full of life. 
Bogart also explained how her daughter and Aliza had originally 
wanted to set up a little free library in front of the school as part 
of a Girl Scout project. The project was put on the backburner 
at the time due to some roadblocks, but, now, their vision has 
finally come to fruition.

As a special treat, some students at Calvin Coolidge Elementary 
School performed lovely musical pieces. Coolidge student, 
Lorenzo Drain, performed a song on the glockenspiel 
accompanied by music teacher, Beth Shanfelt, and a group of 
Coolidge students performed “Amazing Grace” on bells.

All those who attended were given purple wristbands with the 
words “Justice For Aliza” – serving as a reminder of the little 
free library and the girl whose love of reading will impact our 
community’s children for years to come.

Aliza Spencer  
‘Little Free Library’  
opens at Calvin 
Coolidge Elementary  

E L I E V E
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