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Binghamton City School District
164 Hawley Street,  P.O. Box 2126
Binghamton, NY  13902-2126

Spring 2021 A letter from 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson

Dear Binghamton Families,

June is a joyous time of year across the district, as we are in the midst 
of year-end festivities and celebrating the outstanding accomplishments of our students 
and employees. This year especially, these celebrations feel even more meaningful. Every 
facet of our school community has had challenges and changes to navigate, and still, our 
students have done amazing things inside and outside of the classroom. 

In this issue of BToday, you will see the results of the hard work and diligence of our 
students and staff throughout the school year. You will read about not only two faculty 
members, but also an entire class of students at Woodrow Wilson who have recently 
become published authors!

You will enjoy coverage of our athletic programs, which made a remarkable return this 
spring, as our student athletes made their way back to the courts, fields, and pools after a long 
hiatus. Binghamton Patriots are talented, competitive and exhibit excellent sportsmanship, 
and it is refreshing to see those traits on display once again. We were especially proud to 
celebrate 12 senior athletes this spring as they signed letters of intent to play sports at the 
collegiate level.

You will learn about the extraordinary actions of a Binghamton City School District teacher 
and coach, whose quick actions and bravery prevented a tragedy at a school sporting event. 
Ed Gee was recognized by our local Red Cross chapter with an award for saving a man’s 
life. In this issue of BToday, you will hear from the individual he rescued.  

You will see how hard work has paid off for our students, such as Malik Griffith, the 
winner of this year’s prestigious Patriot Scholarship. Malik is the first in his family to 
attend college, and he’s a shining example of the resilience and potential that exists among 
Binghamton students.

We end the 2020-2021 school year with great reason to be hopeful for the future. I believe 
that we are emerging from this as a school district that is stronger and better positioned 
to support our students. Thank you for being a valued member of the Binghamton family.
 
 
With Patriot Pride,
   
 
 
Dr. Tonia Thompson
Superintendent of Schools

   “Our school community 
has had challenges 

and changes to 
navigate, and still, 
our students have 

done amazing things 
inside and outside of 

the classroom.  
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Now there’s an easier way to stay informed about your child’s 
current school schedule, grades, assignments and more with the 
new SchoolTool Mobile App. What was formerly known as the 
Parent Portal is now SchoolTool. With the SchoolTool Mobile 
App you can get in-the-moment push notifications about your 
child’s assignments, grades and attendance. 
The SchoolTool mobile application is now available for Andriod 
and iOS devices and can be found in your device’s app store. Once 
you have downloaded the app, you will want to log in using our 
district specific SchoolTool link https://sms2.scric.org/bcsd/ and 
your personal password. If you have forgotten your password 
please contact ISD@binghamtonschools.org.  
Once in the application, you can use the menu icon to access your 
user specific pages, such as home, grades, assignments, schedule 
and attendance. 
To make the most of this app, users will want to be sure to allow 
push notifications to get alerts when assignment grades are posted 
or when a direct notification is sent. These can be enabled on the 
settings screen in the app. Note, you’ll also want to be sure to 
have notifications enabled in your device specific settings. 
This app is a powerful tool in the home-school connection! For 
more information, please visit www.mindex.com. 

Improved access to 
SchoolTool information
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WMS staff and  
students celebrate the 
life of former teacher

One year to the date of her death, West Middle School stu-
dents, staff and faculty celebrated the life of seventh grade 
ELA teacher Heather Dengler. Dengler passed away after a 
long battle with cancer. She was known for her love of books 
and the love of her students, whom she lovingly referred to 
as her kiddos. As an avid reader, she was known for having 
an extensive library of her own within her classroom. Den-
gler’s colleagues wanted to find a way to honor her memory 
at the school and chose to dedicate a Book Nook in the West 
Middle School Library to her. The dedication ceremony was 
streamed to classrooms and remote learners and included 
testimonials from Dengler’s students and colleagues. 

Her colleagues also raised funds for the Mercy House, where 
Dengler spent her final days. Overall, the school raised $2,300 
which was presented to a representative from Mercy House at 
the ceremony. 
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Congratulations to Binghamton High School senior, Malik 
Griffith, the winner of this year’s Patriot Scholarship! The pres-
tigious Patriot Scholarship, established in the late 1980s and 
made possible year after year by the generosity of an anony-
mous donor, is given to one deserving BHS senior on an annual 
basis. To be eligible for the Patriot Scholarship, a student must 
be ranked in the top 100 of their class, demonstrate good atten-
dance, and have made a positive contribution to their school. 
The purpose of this scholarship is to assist a deserving student 
to further their education in a way they might not financially 
have been able to do so without this award. Griffith will be pro-
vided $5,000 for his first year of college, and $2,500 each year 
for the following three years.

Griffith, who was recommended for the scholarship by his 
school guidance counselor, is ranked #70 in his graduating 
class. He currently takes Advanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate classes. Griffith is currently enrolled in the New 
Visions Business Academy, where he takes college level courses 
through Syracuse University. He is also President of the Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA). Griffith wishes to be an 
example for his younger siblings and will be the first to attend 
college in his family. He has not yet decided where he will at-

Malik Griffith announced as winner of  
prestigious Patriot Scholarship

tend college, but we know anywhere he chooses will be lucky to 
have him. We are incredibly Patriot Proud of this young man!

BHS courtyard design receives honorable mention in design contestBHS courtyard design receives honorable mention in design contest

Binghamton High School’s Courtyard Design was 
awarded an honorable mention in the Commercial 
Permeable Paver Category of the 2020 Hardscape 
North America Awards.  

Each year, HNA Awards recognizes leading resi-
dential and commercial hardscape achievements. 
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Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 39 Steps”
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Almost a dozen BHS English and Theatre classes participated 
in a Shakespeare program sponsored by Portland Stage Theatre 
Company from Maine, called Virtual Directors Lab Program.
Schools across the country get access to a 50-minute filmed pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s Macbeth performed by professional 
actors and teaching artists in residence at Portland Stage. Af-
ter the performance, students engage directly with the text in 
an interactive virtual workshop and Q&A with the actors and 
creative team. The program also provided a comprehensive Re-
source Guide filled with information and resources about the 
play. Directors Lab puts Shakespeare’s language into the hands 
and mouths of the students, empowering them to be the artists, 
directors, and ensemble with the power to interpret the text and 
produce meaning. The students enjoyed the abbreviated perfor-
mance and talkback with the cast. Earlier in the year, Lawrence 
Kassan, BCSD Coordinator of Special Projects and Theater, 
reached out to Portland Stage to see if they could include our 
district in this Shakespearian project. Once they agreed, he con-
tacted both Jacqueline Scallan (BHS English Chair) and Ariana 
Koniuto (BHS Theater Teacher) and after a few Zoom meetings, 
a performance / workshop schedule was created.  A big thank 
you to Margaret McGarry and the BOCES Arts in Education 
program for making this project possible. 

Theatre class participates in  
interactive workshop

BCSD Teacher Appointed as  
President-Elect of NYSAFCSE

East Middle School Family and Consumer Science Teacher, 
Kelly Earley, has been appointed as the president-elect of the 
New York State Association of Family and Consumer Science 
Educators. Earley has been teaching with the Binghamton 
City School District for four years and has been teaching for 

eight years. She has been a member of the NYAFCSE since 2013, 
and, most recently, she has served as the public relations officer 
for the organization. 

“I’m excited and nervous,” Earley said. “I feel like I have huge 
shoes to fill. I’m very excited to bring a younger perspective to 
our profession and I’m looking forward to advocating for FACS 
teachers and building our profession.” 

The term for the president-elect is one year, followed by the 
presidency which is a two-year position. Earley said as the pres-
ident-elect she will be the head advocate and representative for 
NYSAFCSE and will be assisting the president with their re-
sponsibilities while learning the ropes. 

“I will be responsible for the business of the Association and 
adhering to our mission,” she said.  “I will be representing our 
Association at meetings and delegate to the CTE and NYSACTE 
and NYSCEA councils. Along with all of that, I shall communi-
cate with all members and work closely with sub-committees to 
meet my presidential yearly goals.”

Scenes from the Portland Stage production of Macbeth

BHS English teacher Matt Fuentes participates in a talkback with 
the cast 
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Michelle Carpenter didn’t let the fact that she grew up in land-
locked Binghamton, New York dissuade her from following her 
dream of working with ocean creatures. 

Carpenter, a 2011 Binghamton High School graduate, is a ma-
rine biologist who has been studying manta and devil rays in 
South Africa. After getting her degree from Eckerd College, she 
traveled to Africa to join a manta and whale shark project in 
Mozambique. 

“Once I started diving with mantas regularly, it was then that I 
realized how little we know about them, how intelligent they are 
and how much they need our help,” she said. 

Carpenter went on to get her master’s degree at the University of 
Cape Town. She focused her study on the manta population in 
Zavora, Mozambique. She is currently on her fifth year of man-
ta research and is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Cape 
Town. 

Carpenter lives close to the beach and said her schedule de-
pends greatly on the weather. 

“There’s a lot of ocean currents and weather systems, so when we 
have these beautiful days, we need to take advantage of them,” 
she said. “My research is extremely field-intensive. I need a lot 
of field work to be able to answer any questions, so I need to be 
at sea as often as I can, almost every day.” 

Currently, she is working on her thesis which is the use of clean-
ing stations by manta rays and devil rays in Southern Africa. 
Cleaning stations are areas on a reef where any fish, shark or ray 
go to have parasites removed by a symbiotic cleaner fish. She 
said this behavior has not been documented before. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of her work is the interac-
tions she has with animals. 

“With the manta rays, sometimes they play hide-and-seek with 
you, or they come up and look you in the eye or tap you on the 
head with their fin,” she said. “The devil rays, I’ve had some real-
ly great interactions with them lately, kind of swimming around 
me, or coming to look at me as well, but they’re a bit more shy 
and they’re quite small. 

She said it is also rewarding to spread awareness about the 
ocean and see people not only learn from her, but also sharing 
what they know. 

“I find all that quite rewarding because none of this would be 
possible alone,” she said. “I wouldn’t be anywhere near where I 
am today without the help of others.”  

BHS Alum StudiesBHS Alum Studies   
Manta and Devil RaysManta and Devil Rays   
in South Africain South Africa

“I wouldn’t be anywhere near where I 
am today without the help of others.”   

 -Michelle Carpenter
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A veteran occupational therapist of two decades, Binghamton 
City School District’s Kim Wiggins saw a need for easy-to-ap-
ply lesson plans for parents, therapists and teachers. Ideas that 
would allow them to approach sensory issues with children in 
grades K through 5, helping them past obstacles and allowing 
the children to move on to other areas of learning.

Because of a constant increase in the numbers of children 
with such sensory issues – exacerbated further by the pan-
demic – Wiggins and her colleague, Gwen Wild, put pen to 
paper and published “Just Right: A Sensory Modulation Cur-
riculum for K-5.”

The book contains 16 lesson plans, 28 full-color handouts, 
lists of materials, les-
son-prep instructions, 
hands-on activities, links 
to video demonstrations, 
and so much more. The 
book officially went on 
sale March 1, and Wig-
gins said they have sold 
copies to 21 states and 
Australia. 

Wiggins and Wild began 
tossing the book idea 
around a while back, but 
about a year ago, COVID 
afforded them some addi-
tional time to get serious 
about the project.

“For years I’ve been teaching strategies to teachers, and one 
of my friends and fellow national presenter colleagues (Wild) 
already had developed a sensory diet tool product,” Wiggins 
said. “So, we decided to create a specific curriculum that will 
help kids learn different types of sensory strategies that can 
help them focus.”

One aspect of the book, Wiggins said, should be a big help at 
home and in the classroom, is the personalized sensory diet 
tool that each student will create.

“A sensory diet tool is where students can choose sensory 
strategies,” she explained. “They choose their own plan, and 
how they can focus better in school. There are things for 
touch, smell, vision, taste, movement, and body awareness. 
For example, a student might fall out of their chair on pur-
pose, or bump into the wall, craving that input all the time, 
and sometimes they’ll do things inappropriately.”

Knowing what tools or approaches will help each individual 
is an important part of solving these puzzles for the children, 
Wiggins said.

“First you may notice a behavior. Something that impacts 

their ability to focus like being really sensitive to a noisy class-
room or running around a classroom,” she said. “This raises a 
red flag and the teacher can usually make a referral, but now 
they can try this curriculum first!” 

Wiggins said, often, a child with Autism has sensory issues, but 
sensory issues are not limited to children with special needs. 

“Really, we all have sensory issues of one magnitude or anoth-
er, but most of us have figured out how to appropriately handle 
them,” she said.

Wiggins said some students may not be able to adequately han-
dle loud echoes in a bathroom, as an example. Because of that, 
a student might hold their urine all day at school and develop 

an illness or infection. Some of 
the tools suggested in her book 
can help parents and teachers 
navigate such things, opening 
clear avenues to learning.

“Occupational therapists are 
specialists in this area, but 
the thing is, we’re seeing more 
and more sensory issues every 
year,” Wiggins said. “Now you 
add the past year with remote 
learning, students on comput-
ers more, locked into a six-foot 
line of separation, and it’s real-
ly gone off the charts.”

Wiggins said her goal with this 
book is to get as many kids sensory modulated as possible. Then, 
OTs can get more focused on the kids who have a harder time. 

“Obviously, if these children can focus better, they can do so 
much better with learning and social skills,” she said.

This book realizes there are all different types of children in 
various settings, Wiggins said. With that in mind, the 16 lesson 
plans each contain six different modifications. And while this 
book is focused on school-aged students, Wiggins said she and 
her co-author (Wild) have discussed writing more, specifically 
mentioning a possibility for pre-K children, as well as students 
in middle school and older.

“It’s really hard to write a book,” she said. “There’s so much in-
volved, things you don’t think of. But expanding the reach is 
definitely a possibility.”

You can learn more about the curriculum at  
www.OTKimWiggins.com. 

BCSD occupational therapist writes book



10

BCSD  SportsBCSD  Sports



11

BCSD  SportsBCSD  Sports

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+



12

Over the spring break, Binghamton City Schools partnered with 
the Broome-Tioga BOCES Rock On Café and First Student 
transportation service to deliver over 3,900 “Family Packs” to 
families in the Binghamton City School District. Each Family 
Pack included items like gallons and half gallons of milk, juice, 
whole pizzas, fresh veggies, canned and dry goods – enough to 
feed an entire family for a week! BCSD students helped load and 
deliver the Family Packs while First Student Transportation pro-
vided the busses to make home delivery all across the school 
district possible! A job well done by all. Proud to be BCSD! 

Food distributionFood distribution
keeps families fedkeeps families fed

SC
HO
OL

NUTR
ITION SERVICES
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Binghamton High School junior, Claudia Allen will compete in 
the American Legion national air rifle competition July 20-25 in 
Colorado Springs. Just 16, she’s already ascended to the highest 
levels of air rifle target shooting. How did she get there?

It started with her dad Kevin and her older brother Jonah (BHS 
’19).

“She started when her father took her (to the Binghamton Rifle 
Club, where she does the lion’s share of practicing),” said mom 
Corina, “but her main motivation was beating her brother and 
his friends over the years.”

“Now my motivation is being able to participate in more compe-
titions around the country,” Claudia said.

Her resume is already crowded with such things.

* She finished the .22 rifle season (which runs November to 
March) as the No. 1 high school junior in New York state.

* Not only that, she finished the top woman overall in the state, 
and placed fifth overall, averaging 291 out of 300 points.

*  In January, Claudia placed 10th overall in the junior air rifle 
national competition held in Atlanta.

While her shooting always involves inanimate targets some 50 
feet away, COVID still plays a role. Over the regular season, in 
“Civilian Marksmanship” competitions, the American Legion 
(which sponsors Claudia’s club team) would send a representa-
tive to the rifle club. They’d observe, then submit scores.

Perhaps the biggest opponent for Claudia is geography, said her 
mom.

“She’s shooting against a lot of kids from the Carolinas and 
across the South, where shooting is much more accepted,” Co-
rina said. “In Binghamton, because it’s not as known that it’s 
an opportunity, it’s harder. The kids she’s shooting against (in 
national events) are practicing at their schools, before and af-
ter school, as part of a school team. Claudia is shooting twice a 
week at the rifle club.”

The Allens have a work-around though, maybe one most 
wouldn’t want to try at home.

“We have something set up in our basement – we have a pretty 
good-sized basement, almost 50 feet - so Claudia has an air rifle 
trap set up at the one end, near the TV,” Corina explained. “But 
I don’t worry too much about the TV. She’s a pretty good shot.”

Claudia’s looking at colleges with shooting teams, primarily 
south of here. 

“There’s nothing in the North,” Corina said. “If she decides to go 
to a school with a team, it’s all precision air rifles, which requires 
more equipment. If she’s serious about that, she’s gotta work on 
it.”

“Shooting air rifle takes focus and patience,” Claudia said. “It’s 
taught me how to focus and clear my mind so I can shoot better.”

Claudia’s coach at the Binghamton Rifle Club is Pete Matwey. 
Other things that occupy Claudia’s very busy schedule: varsity 
soccer, mixed chorus, National Honor Society, Tri-M Honor So-
ciety (music), and her church youth group.

C l a u d i a  A l l e n ,  r i f l e  s h o o t e r

“Shoot-
ing air rifle takes 

focus and patience. It’s 
taught me how to focus and 

clear my mind so I can 
shoot better.”

-Claudia Allen
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BCSD P.E. Teacher BCSD P.E. Teacher   
Recognized for Heroic EffortsRecognized for Heroic Efforts

It is an honor to recognize our own Ed 
Gee, a Horace Mann physical education 
teacher and West Middle girls basketball 
coach, for his heroic actions in saving a 
man’s life in January 2020. The remark-
able event earned him the 2021 Good 
Samaritan Adult Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross Southern Tier Chapter. 
Gee was celebrated at the organization’s 

“Real Heroes” virtual event on May 19. 

In January 2020, Gee was coaching a team at Johnson City 
Middle School when he heard screams. He went to the lobby, 
where some electricians had been working when he arrived for 
the game. There, he discovered a man on a ladder with half of 
his body up in the ceiling, calling for help and shaking. Gee ran 
into the ladder to free the electrician, disengaging him from a 
live wire. The electrician landed on the floor at the bottom of 
the ladder in obvious distress, and 911 was called for emergen-
cy medical services. The electrician was later identified as Scott 
Varcadipane, who expressed his appreciation for Gee through 
social media. 

“This man saved my life,” Varcadipane said. “He will forever be 
in my heart for his quick actions. I hope to one day be able to 
meet him face to face.”

Gee’s quick action prevented what could have been a tragic sit-
uation. Despite the traumatic event, Gee still rejoined his team 
and continued to coach after medical help arrived. We truly 
could not be prouder!

BCSD Director Authors 
Children’s Book
“Every (person) should plant a tree, have a child and write a 
book. These all live on after us, insuring a measure of immor-
tality” – attributed to the Talmud and Jose Marti, Cuban revo-
lutionary and poet.

When BCSD Director of Math, Science and Technology, 
Pre-K- Grade 12, Brenda Lidestri, heard that quote, it really 
resonated with her. She came up with an idea to write a book 
titled “Bug-a-Boo.” “Bug-a-Boo” is a children’s book about a 
little bug who thinks his family has forgotten his birthday. 

“I always knew that adults reading with young children was 
important, but it’s become even clearer to me as I’ve read about 
it as part of my role as director of Pre-K,” she said. “I want 
adults reading with children to be joyful and something they 
can do over and over again with a favorite story, which “Bug-
a-Boo” will hopefully become for some families.”

Lidestri said she started writing the book as a special journal 
she was writing for her daughter when she was little. 

“COVID made me realize that if I was going to do it, I’d better 
just do it,” she said. 

Her favorite part of being an author is seeing all the positive 
comments from friends and family and getting to see her book 
for sale on Amazon. 

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
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Program encourages students to  Program encourages students to  
““B PresentB Present” and improve attendance” and improve attendance
Chronic absenteeism is a national problem that impacts schools, 
students, families and communities. Students lose opportunities 
to learn every time they miss a class or Zoom meetings. 

Binghamton High School’s Community School Coordinator, 
Carla Murray-Scott knows how important attendance is to a 
student’s success. She has been working on the  Be Present BHS 
(#BPresent) attendance initiative at Binghamton High School 
for the past year. She started the program in February before the 
pandemic started and said she had to readjust the program to 
meet the changing culture of online learning. 

#BPresentBHS is a program that provides a positive reinforce-
ment for good attendance rather than a punitive approach, 
which Scott said ultimately motivates and encourages students 
to maintain or improve their attendance. 

Scott looks at the attendance data and trends for the more than 
450 students who have voluntarily signed up for the #BPresent-
BHS Program. From this group, she gives prizes to the students 
who have the most improved attendance rates and those who 
have maintained satisfactory attendance. Some of the prizes in-
clude gift cards, air pod earbuds and televisions. Scott takes the 
time to travel to the homes of students to deliver the prizes.

“When I bring the prizes I truly feel like Santa,” Scott said. “I 
really love seeing the looks on the students’ faces when I arrive. 
A lot of times the whole family will come out and get involved.” 

She said this initiative helps struggling students to develop new 
and positive behavior patterns related to attendance. Scott also 
hosts bi-weekly Zoom meetings where prize winners are an-
nounced. She said these meetings provide an opportunity for 
students to develop a sense of community and support their 
peers. 

“These meetings are extremely important,” Scott said. “COVID 
has significantly impacted the sense of normalcy which previ-
ously existed and students’ ability to interact with each other.” 

Tenth grade student Faith Rose said #BPresentBHS encourages 
her to keep up her already good attendance. 

“It feels like a bonus for doing good and keeping up my atten-
dance,” she said. 

For some students, the program can mean the difference be-
tween going to classes and sleeping in. Ninth grade student  
Caleb Miller says the program has helped him during the pan-
demic to attend his classes.

“Sometimes I feel like I should just miss a class, or sleep in,” Mill-
er said. “But then I think that I will miss my chance of getting a 
prize.” 

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
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District wide, physical education teachers have incorporated 
these items into their curriculum. They have created activities 
in Google Classrooms that students can download or access at 
home to stay active. 

“The pandemic has forced us to re-think how we teach our 
students and provided new opportunities for us to create fun 
lessons for students and their families.” East Middle School 
Physical Education Teacher Jenise Soules said. “We have had a 

lot of fun putting together these videos and 
lessons.” 

Grant gets kids upup and movingmoving
The well-known proverb says that necessity is the mother of in-
vention. During the pandemic, physical education teachers in 
the Binghamton City School District have been facing challeng-
es teaching students who are learning at home. Whether it was 
teaching students how to make balls out of hooded sweatshirts, 
fashioning hockey sticks from brooms or creating lacrosse sticks 
from cereal boxes affixed to paper towel rolls, these educators 
have been going out of their way to make sure kids were getting 
physical activity while at home. 

“At the start of the year, we would hear from students that they 
didn’t have balls or even jump ropes,” Calvin Coolidge Physi-
cal Education Teacher Todd Bryant said. “That made it difficult 
for these students to participate in our lessons and ultimate-
ly forced us to get creative to make 

sure that everyone 
had access, even if 
it meant making 
homemade equip-
ment.” 

Recently the dis-
trict received a 
$44,000 “Get up 
and Move” grant 
supposed by the 
B i n g h a m t o n 
City Schools 
F o u n d a t i o n 

and Dick’s Sporting Goods, to pro-
vide athletic equipment for each student to have at their 

homes. 

“We, as a board, were thrilled to find something we could fund 
that would go to every student in the district,” President of the 
BCS Foundation, Jennifer Corby said. “We know the PE teach-
ers worked very hard to get creative with their lesson plans 
and to keep the students moving during the challenges of the 
pandemic. This has been such a difficult time to both teach and 
learn and being able to fund something that would enhance ev-
eryone’s experience was terrific!” 

Students in kindergarten through fifth grade were given a five-
inch playground ball and a jump rope and students in sixth 
through twelfth grade received an athletic resistance band. 

“The students were really excited that they got to keep these 
items,” said Calvin Coolidge Physical Education Teacher Adana 
Brauer. “It is nice because even if there are multiple kids in one 
home, each kid gets their own piece of equipment and they don’t 
have to fight over items.” 

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+
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Wilson Students Wilson Students   
Published AuthorsPublished Authors  
Some of our young students at Woodrow Wilson are now certi-
fied published authors. Last year, librarian Reiley Evans received 
an entry packet from Young Writers USA. In it was information 
for a student writing contest. The contest, called Spooky Sagas, 
was for students in third through fifth grade and required stu-
dents to write a spooky story in 100 words or less. 

Evans thought this was a great opportunity to encourage literacy 
and creativity for the Wilson students. 

Students were able to voluntarily participate in this writing proj-
ect on their own free time during lunch or recess. Evans was 
surprised that so many students wanted to participate in the 
project. She said that 27 student submissions were chosen to be 
published in the book.  

Evans said after she was notified of the winning submissions, she 
planned a surprise pizza party for the students. 

“The students were really proud of what they had done and that 
they were published authors that were in a real book that was in 
the Library of Congress,” Evans said. 

She hopes that being published authors will encourage these 
bright students to continue their writing. 

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+

Congratulations to: 

Emmet Thomas, Bruce Lee Warren, Melina Ramos, Ethan 
Christopher Gomez, Renad Alkhawiani, Morgan Johnson, Ian 
N. Gosine, Katelyn Meade, Angelica Gardner, Allijah J. Nelson, 
Carlos Dominguez, Jordan Cordell Prince, Jeramyah Mitchner, 
Ean Evans, Jaadein Diaz, Anthony Martin Buemi, Jacob Rought, 
Zayne Morrison Rick, B’Asia Fields, Haven Amiya Clark, Aleah 
Ellis, Mary Jane Kellam, Phu Nguyen, Kaylee Marie Bateman, 
Bryden Decker, Aaron Chathavong and Evalise Negron.
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LEE BARTA
COMMUNITY CENTER

108 Liberty St.

July 6th - August 27th
TUES & THURS

Breakfast
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Lunch
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

BROOME COUNTY
URBAN LEAGUE

1 Chrisfield Ave. (JC)

July 6th - August 13th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Lunch

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

West Family YMCA
740 Main St. (JC)

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Lunch

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
90 Clinton St.

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN SCHOOL

262 Conklin Ave.

July 12th - August 5th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Lunch
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

IDENTITY YOUTH 
CENTER

206 State St.

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

CONKLIN
SUMMER FUN

1040 Conklin Rd.

July 12th - August 5th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Lunch
12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

ACHIEVE
125 Cutler Pond Rd.

July 8th - August 5th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
8:45 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

Lunch
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

WEST MIDDLE
SUMMER SCHOOL
West Middle Ave.

July 12th - August 12th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Lunch
12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

JOHNSON CITY
HIGH SCHOOL

666 Reynolds Rd. (JC)

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

EAST MIDDLE
SUMMER SCHOOL

167 E. Frederick St.

July 12th - August 12th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Lunch
12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

MacARTHUR
IMAGINATION

ADVENTURE
1123 Vestal Ave.

July 12th - August 5th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Lunch
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

CHERI LINDSEY PARK 
SUMMER FUN
1 Pleasant St.

July 6th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

SAFETY TOWN AT
PHELPS PARK
600 State St.

July 12th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

WEBSTER ST. PARK 
SUMMER FUN
95 Jackson St.

July 6th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

RECREATION PARK 
SUMMER FUN

103 Laurel Ave.

July 6th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

COLUMBUS PARK
SUMMER FUN
46 Carroll St.

July 6th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

POLICE ATHLETIC 
LEAGUE (PAL)

536 Stratmill Rd.

July 6th - August 6th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

J.C. COMMUNITY
ACTION TEAM

308 Main St. (JC)

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.

SARATOGA
SUMMER PROGRAM

60 Saratoga Ave.

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

COLE PARK
1674 Colesville Rd. 

(Harpursville)

July 12th - July 16th
MON - FRI

Lunch Only
11:15 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.

CARLISLE
SUMMER PROGRAM

150 Moeller St.

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

HORACE MANN 
SCHOOL

30 College St.

July 12th - August 5th
MON - THURS

Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Lunch
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

NOMA
COMMUNITY CENTER

85 Walnut St.

July 6th - August 27th
MON - FRI
Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

SUMMER 2021

BOCES AREA CENTER
435 Glenwood Rd.

July 7th - August 20th
MON-FRI
Breakfast

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Lunch

10:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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ConnectedConnected
Now more than ever, it’s 
important to stay in contact 
with your child’s school.

• Download the BCSD app

• Visit www.binghamtonschools.org often

• Call your building to be sure your  
contact information is up to date


