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Binghamton City School District
164 Hawley Street,  P.O. Box 2126
Binghamton, NY  13902-2126

Senior Edition 2021 A letter from 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson
Dear Binghamton Families,
It is a great pleasure to present this special edition of 
BToday, dedicated to Binghamton High School’s Class 
of 2021. This particular group of graduates is certainly 
deserving of recognition and celebration. In spite of 

all they’ve had to overcome since March 2020, these students overcame 
obstacles, accomplished amazing things, and have put into motion exciting 
and ambitious plans for their futures. I hope our graduates are as proud of 
themselves as their families, teachers, mentors, and I are of them.
In this issue of BToday, you will enjoy fantastic images captured at our year-
end events, such as graduation and prom. I am so pleased that the district 
was able to hold these in-person events successfully and safely. While these 
occasions looked somewhat different than they did in the pre-pandemic era, I 
believe they were every bit as memorable, and perhaps, even more meaningful 
because of what our students have endured and overcome during their junior 
and senior years of high school.
You will read about a new annual event that the Binghamton City School 
District has introduced to celebrate the top 10 students of our senior class. 
These students earned a seat at the table, not only because of their natural 
giftedness and supportive families, but also because of their ability to seize 
opportunities and rise to challenges. We look forward to continuing our top 
10 breakfast for years to come. 
You will learn about the incredible accomplishments of our senior athletes, 
12 of whom have committed to playing a college sport next year. This 
spring, we honored these Patriots with group athletic signings held at Alumni 
Stadium. We, in the Binghamton City School District, will be cheering them 
on throughout their college careers! 
Graduating from high school is a wonderful accomplishment and a significant 
rite of passage toward adulthood. I have no doubt that there are more incredible 
achievements ahead for each of graduates. I eagerly look forward to seeing 
where they will go, what they will learn, and who they will become in the 
years ahead. Congratulations to the bold and brilliant Binghamton High 
School Class of 2021!
 
With Patriot Pride,
   
 
 
Dr. Tonia Thompson
Superintendent of Schools
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BCSD celebrates senior athletes BCSD celebrates senior athletes 
with college signing eventswith college signing events  

The Binghamton City School District held its first-ever group college athletic signings at Alumni Stadium. This spring, we cele-
brated 12 BHS seniors who have committed to playing a college sport next year.

Congratulations to:
Lauren Abbott, who will play volleyball at SUNY New Paltz

Chris Ackerson, who will play baseball at Rosemont College

Chris Balshuweit, who will play baseball at Neumann University

Paul Castner, who will be swimming at SUNY New Paltz

Demitri DeGroot, who will be playing football at Keiser University 

Shakiah Gadson, who will be running track at the College of Saint Rose.

Melisha Jones, who will play basketball at Penn State

Chloe Merta, who will be playing lacrosse at SUNY Oswego.

Jesse Ramil, who will play football at Saint Francis University

Logan Scott, who will play baseball at SUNY Cobleskill

Kathryn Salamida, who will be playing tennis at SUNY Oswego.

Trinity Trumbach, who will play softball at Penn State New Kensington

All of us in the Binghamton All of us in the Binghamton 
City School District will be City School District will be 

rooting you onrooting you on! ! 
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BCSD Prom 2021BCSD Prom 2021         
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Maxwell Rizzuto
Valedictorian

Maxwell Rizzuto will 
study Data Science at 
Northeastern University

Kaylin Piza-Taylor 
Salutatorian

Kaylin Piza-Taylor will study 
Biology at the University of 
Rochester

BCSD Celebrates Top 10 SeniorsBCSD Celebrates Top 10 Seniors
22

55 66

Congratulations to the Top 10 of Binghamton High School’s 
Class of 2021! For the first time ever, we honored the 10 
seniors with the highest grade point averages with a 
breakfast at the Binghamton Club, a new tradition for our 
district. The breakfast was held on Wednesday, June 23. 
Our Top 10 seniors were joined by their families, school 
administrators and some of their teachers and advisors to 
celebrate their outstanding academic achievements. Each 
of these students graduated high school with a GPA of 
more than 100. Congratulations!

Katelyn Atkinson

Katelyn Atkinson will study 
Political Science at the 
University of Virginia.

Everett Keuter

Everett Keuter will study 
Business and Economics at 
Northeastern University.

11
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BCSD Celebrates Top 10 SeniorsBCSD Celebrates Top 10 Seniors
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Haven Stetson

Haven Stetson will study  
Technical Theatre at Boston 
University. 

Makenzie Brown

Makenzie Brown will study 
Psychology at Binghamton 
University.

Rachel Donahue

Rachel Donahue will study 
Healthcare at Binghamton 
University.

Neeveen Amin

Neeveen Amin will study Liberal 
Arts at Binghamton University.

Yueqi Diao

Yueqi Diao will study Nursing at 
SUNY Broome.

Colleen Salisbury

Colleen Salisbury will study 
Education at Salisbury University. 
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Drive-in BBQ
Drive-in BBQ
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Congratulations to the 308 Binghamton High School stu-
dents who graduated on June 27, 2021. A beautiful out-
door ceremony was held at Mirabito Stadium, complete 
with a firework finale. 
The ceremony included remarks from valedictorian Max-
well Rizzuto, salutatorian Kaylin Piza-Taylor, Binghamton 
City School District superintendent Dr. Tonia Thompson, 
Board of Education President Brian Whalen, and Bingham-
ton High School principal Kevin Richman.
“Students, whether you started at MacArthur, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, Horace Mann, Benjamin Frank-
lin, Thomas Jefferson, Woodrow Wilson, or another ele-
mentary school outside of our district, you are all now sit-
ting here today because you have made it,” Richman said 
as he addressed the graduates. “Regardless of your im-
pressive accomplishments or the struggles that you may 
have had, all of you are graduating today. I am honored to 
have walked this path with you.”
Dr. Thompson spoke about how the adversity these grad-
uates faced during their high school years will be an asset 
to them in their adult lives.
“Your junior and senior years of high school were not what 
you, nor your families, envisioned. However, as a result, 
you are heading into your adult lives as more flexible and 
adaptable individuals. You are unafraid of change, and 
open to new information and direction,” Dr. Thompson 
said. “Rather than throwing up your hands, and declaring 
that a task simply can’t be done, you will be innovative 
and creative in seeking a solution. These skills will serve 
you well, as there will surely be many twists and turns 
in your future paths. Every one of you leaves Bingham-
ton High School with the tools and knowledge to find, or 
make, your way in this world.”
Many of these students graduated with outstanding diplo-
mas and honors. In this class, there were 99 students who 
graduated as honor graduates, completing their course-

Congratulations to the BHS Class of 2021
work with a GPA of 87 or higher, and 34 students were 
in the National Honor Society. Five students achieved 
the incredible goal of graduating with a full Internation-
al Baccalaureate Diploma. Four students graduated from 
the International Baccalaureate Career-Related Program. 
Another 13 students graduated with the Project Lead the 
Way Pre-Engineering and Technology distinction. Three 
more graduated from the P-TECH program. There were 
115 students who graduated with a Rod Serling School of 
Fine Arts distinction. Four students will go on to serve our 
country in the United States Military.
Congratulations to the Binghamton High School Class of 
2021! We could not be prouder of these Patriots.
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Class of 2021Class of 2021

Members of the 2021 graduating class 
have been selected to attend institutions 
of higher learning throughout the world, 

including many public and  
private universities.

Members of the 2021 graduating class led 
many of Binghamton High School’s  

athletic teams to success this year, and 
these students should be commended for 
their leadership and resilience through-
out a season with ever-changing COVID 
rules, constant testing, and unfamiliar 

practice and playing conditions. 

308 BHS Graduates
99 Students graduated as Honor Graduates with  

a GPA of 87 or higher
34 Students were in the National Honor Society 

5 Full International Baccalaureate (IB) Graduates 
4 International Baccalaureate (IB) Career-related  

Program Graduates 
20 Graduates with Advanced Placement (AP) diplomas 

 
13 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) graduates 

3 P-TECH graduates
115 Graduates with a Rod Serling School of Fine  

Arts Distinction. 
4 Students will go on to serve our country in the  

United States military enlisting in the  
Marines, Naval Academy, Navy and Air Force.

Congratulations!Congratulations!
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