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Watchdog Education Foundation 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019—4:30 p.m. 
South Campus Conference Room 

“Our mission is to enhance educational opportunities for the Beresford School District.”  

 

Agenda: 

1. Call meeting to order:  roll call and establish quorum. 

President Nathan Jensen called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.  A quorum was established with 

the following members present:  Nathan Jensen, Chris Savey, Sue Christensen, Gerald Dahlin, 

and Brian Field.  Absent—Sally Dolan and Grace Quartier. 

2. Adopt agenda.  (m) 

A motion was made by Chris Savey to adopt the agenda, seconded by Sue Christensen.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried.   

3. Review and approve the minutes from the December 12, 2018 meeting.  (m) 

A motion was made by Sue Christensen to approve the December 12, 2018 meeting minutes, 

seconded by Gerald Dahlin.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried.   

4. Review and approve Watchdog Education Foundation (WEF) and Shanna Rae 

Christensen Memorial Scholarship Fund Financial Reports.  (m) 

Treasurer Sue Christensen provided a summary of the WEF and SRCMS fund financial reports.  

As of February 12, 2019, the WEF fund had total net assets of $157,215.43 with $9744.81 

available for distribution.  As of February 12, 2019, the SRCMS fund had total net assets of 

$37,502.39 with $1195.51 available for distribution. 

A motion was made by Chris Savey to approve the financial reports, seconded by Gerald Dahlin.  

All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

5. Discuss the formation of a BHS Alumni Association and the potential of support from the 

Beresford School District, Watchdog Education Foundation, Beresford Area Arts, and 

Beresford Athletic Booster Club (Guest—BABC President Mike Limmer). 

Beresford Athletic Booster Club President Mr. Mike Limmer was present to discuss the possible 

formation of a BHS Alumni Association in the future. 
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While there are a lot of details to consider with a project of this magnitude, Mr. Limmer looked 

at the impact of our recent Watchdog Hall of Fame to suggest, an alumni association is a 

reasonable next step.  

Mr. Limmer mentioned that one of the biggest keys to this will be securing a director.  Mr. 

Limmer intends to keep the discussion going by forming a Watchdog Alumni Association 

Committee.  Furthermore, if this is to become a reality, we need to establish some benchmarks. 

At the very least, Mr. Limmer would like to see a committee established by the start of the 2019 

school year.  With a committee in place, we can create a better vision together and begin to put 

the pieces of this puzzle together.  Without question, the biggest role to fill is that of a director.  

Mr. Limmer believes a committee might help to drive that conversation.   

In summary, Mr. Limmer fully believes a quality Watchdog Alumni Association with a strong 

leader will have a bigger impact on our school and our community than any of us could really 

dream. 

6. Review and discuss the results of the District’s Facility Needs Surveys—5 Question 

Postcard Survey of Bond Election Voters and 16 Question Online Survey of District 

Residents. 

Secretary Field presented the results of our District’s two Facility Needs Surveys.  The five- 

question postcard survey was mailed to our 1044 bond election voters and 390 were returned for 

a 37.35% return rate.  The sixteen-question online survey had 218 completions.  A full summary 

of the results have been placed into a PDF document, along with comments from the public. 

7. Discuss the 2019 Shanna Rae Christensen Memorial Scholarship application process, 

screening of applicants with a rubric, and selection of the four $500 scholarship 

recipients. 

Secretary Field has provided school counselor Mrs. Pratt with the 2019 Shanna Rae Christensen 

Memorial Scholarship applications.  Mrs. Pratt will disperse the applications and they will be due 

on Friday, April 9.  Brian will then email the completed scholarship applications and scoring 

rubrics to the WEF Board Members. 

8. Discuss the 2019 Tri-County Tour and Duathlon event set for Saturday, June 15, 2019. 

Treasurer Christensen reviewed the 2019 Tri-County Tour and Duathlon event set for Saturday, 

June 15.  Registration is live on All Sport Central.  Sue has secured $3000 in sponsorships.  

Volunteers will be needed again. 

9. Discuss the 2019 Watchdog Homecoming weekend events set for Friday, September 27 

(Festival of Bands, Parade, and Pork Loin BBQ) and Saturday, September 28 (Watchdog 

Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony at the Elementary Gym). 
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Secretary Field reviewed the 2019 Homecoming weekend events set for Friday, September 27 

and the Watchdog Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony set for Saturday, September 

28. 

10. Discuss the status of the WEF’s pledge of $50,000 over 10 years for the Watchdog 

Legacy Project. 

This topic will be reviewed at a future quarterly meeting. 

11. Discuss the potential announcement of a new innovative education grant cycle in the 

spring, 2019. 

This topic will be reviewed at a future quarterly meeting. 

12. Discuss how our WEF can move forward on Legacy Gifts by identifying key people 

within our community that we could engage in conversations about current and/or future 

gifting to our WEF. 

This topic will be reviewed at a future quarterly meeting. 

13. Discuss how our WEF could maximize the use of Social Media—Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, Webpage, promotional video/iMovie, etc.  Social media and the promotional 

video would: 

a. Help to “tell our story” about the impact the Foundation is having on students and 

their learning, as well as teachers and their classroom instruction. 

b. Help get the word out and communicate the mission and work of our Foundation. 

c. Include snippets of the TCT/Duathlon, Pork Loin BBQ, Watchdog Hall of Fame 

Banquet and Induction Ceremony, “Bushels” campaign, Grants in Action, 

Teacher Interviews and Testimonials who received grants, and Student Impact 

Interviews and Testimonials. 

This topic will be reviewed at a future quarterly meeting. 

14. Review Board of Director terms and the selection of a BHS student for a two-year term 

(19-20 and 20-21). 

President Jensen reviewed the Board of Director terms:   

2019—Sue Christensen, at-large community member (Treasurer) 

2019—Grace Quartier, BHS student 

2019—Brian Field, Superintendent (Secretary) 

2020—Nathan Jensen, BHS alum (President) 
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2020—Sally Dolan, Beresford Area Foundation Board Member 

2021—Chris Savey, Beresford School Board Member 

2021—Gerald Dahlin, BHS alum (Vice-president) 

BHS senior Grace Quartier provided names of sophomores who might be able to serve as the 

student representative for the next two years. 

15. Review future quarterly meeting dates in 2019—south campus conference room. 

a. June 12, 2019—4:30 p.m. 

b. September 11, 2019—4:30 p.m. 

c. December 11, 2019—4:30 p.m. 

President Jensen reminded the Board of upcoming quarterly meetings in 2019. 

16. Update on recent memorials, donations and thank you notes. 

Secretary Field provided an update on recent memorials and donations. 

17. Other Business. 

There were no items for other business. 

18. Adjourn.  (m) 

A motion was made by Chris Savey to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Gerald Dahlin.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried.  President Jensen declared the meeting adjourned at 5:28 p.m. 

 


