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One Book One Sullivan 
Brings Community and Students Together

One Book One Sullivan hosted their 12th annual book discussion 
Thursday, March 7st at the Sullivan First United Methodist Church.  
The committee was overjoyed to have 
so many in attendance. Around 120 
community members, students, teachers 
and staff participated in the event.  The 
chosen novel, The Running Dream 
by Wendelin Van Draanen, seemed 
to resonate with many students and 
community members alike. The novel 
offered a story about struggle and redemption as the main character, 
Jessica, put her life back together after the tragic loss of her leg. This 
book inspired hope in people who have 
suffered setbacks in life and emphasized 
the message that a life cannot be 
defined by disabilities. The One Book 
One Sullivan committee would like to 
thank everyone who read the book with 
us throughout the school year.

home.sullivan.k12.il.us


Each month, students 
at Sullivan Elementa-
ry who go above and 
beyond expectations 
are awarded a “Gold 
Slip.”  Here are the 
Gold Slip winners for 
the month of Febru-
ary (pictured from left 
to right):

The kindergarten 
class was making a 
mess with the trays 

after lunch and Callum Welty stopped and straightened up the trays and 
told the others to stop and look at the trays.  How responsible of him!
Scarlett Griffin is a good friend and great helper!  She used her play time 
to help her friends write to 100!
After every indoor recess, Savanna Dendy always takes extra time to 
make sure all of the games are organized and put away neatly without 
being told.
Maddison Walters is always pushing herself to do better and seeks a chal-
lenge.  She always gives 100%!

FEBRUARY GOLD SLIP WINNERS Spelling Bee

Jonathan Iacobazzi finished first in 
our Moultrie County Spelling Bee 
against Lovington. His winning 
word was Caribbean. The Regional 
Bee will be held March 16th in 
Decatur.

What’s Happening at the SES

Students who read and logged at 
least 4 Illinois Bluestem Award 
nominated books were invited to a 
voting party. They were treated to 
breakfast pizza and doughnuts with 
blue icing. After they voted for 
their favorite Bluestem nominated 
books. Twenty books were 
carefully chosen by the Association 
of Illinois School Library 
Educators and are nominated for 
the award. 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 
students at SES and across Illinois 
were encouraged to read those 
books and vote for their favorite. 
The top book voted for at SES was 
Wish by Barbara O’Conner. 

Congratulations to 
Piper Conlin! Piper 
read 9 total Bluestem 
nominate books! 
When the Bluestem 
books she wanted to 
read were checked 
out, she made her 
way to the public 
library to get them. 
Way to go Piper!

BLUESTEM PARTY



On February 22nd, Sullivan Middle School hosted Dan and Susie Selock as special 
guest speakers. The Selocks are involved with an organization called Marion Med-
ical Mission whose mission it is to provide clean water to villages in Malawi. The 

Selocks shared stories and pictures to illustrate to the students how important this work is 
and how big an impact it has on these people who live in these villages to finally have ac-
cess to something we so often take for granted here in the United States.

Along with their stories and pictures, the Selocks shared the story of how 
the Marion Medical Mission became involved in this work. They recounted a 
conversation which centered on the limited effects of providing medical assistance 
in this part of the world because the lack of clean drinking water meant that they were 
constantly trying to treat illnesses that were brought on by sharing a water source 
with animals and the other limitations that come in the form of hygiene and sanita-
tion. When Tom Logan, founder of Marion Medical Mission expressed anger about 
the lack of clean water, one of his colleagues responded by asking,  “Why don’t you 
do it?” Marion Medical Mission has been helping install secure, sustainable water 
pumps for the people of Malawi since 1990.

This message of taking the initiative to solve a problem that needs solved was the biggest 
takeaway for students. As 7th graders, they all read A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue 
Park, and the students express concern about the situation so many in the developing 
world find themselves in as it relates to clean drinking water, but so often that is where it 
ends. This year, the students asked their teacher to ask the principal if there was anything 
they could do to make a difference. This led to the involvement of the Sullivan Middle 
School Interact Club, who has pledged to make this their global service project for this 
spring. Along with some smaller fund raisers throughout the spring, the Interact Club 
is hoping to host a 5k and Fun Run event this spring to raise money for Marion 
Medical Mission.

Sullivan Middle School would like to thank Dan and Susie Selock for taking the time to come share their story 
and demonstrate for our students the power of moving beyond saying “Someone should…” to “I should...”

SMS Guest Speaker



During the 3rd quarter, the Sullivan High School Entrepreneurship II class 
has been working with the administration on a new project. Sullivan High 
School will now have it’s own gift shop, The Redskin Spirit Store. The 
store will be set-up in the office where items can be purchased items from 
the secretary, Nikki Cloyd, during regular office hours 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
on days when school is in session. During the introductory phase, there 
will be four apparel items offered: long sleeve t-shirts, short sleeve t-shirts, 
crewneck sweatshirts, and hooded sweatshirts all with Redskin logos. New 
shipments will mean that there will be different sizes, colors, styles, and 
products available for purchase. All the proceeds will go back to the store to 
purchase new merchandise and keep the learning experience going for next 
year’s Entrepreneurship students. The Redskin Spirit Store is open for the 
community to insure that everyone has a place to purchase Redskin apparel 
and, eventually, other spirit merchandise.  

SHS • Redskins Spirit Store

SHS families.  It is not too late to purchase a 2018-19 yearbook.  You may go to Jostens.com 
and order online.  The yearbook is $45.  If you are a senior class parent and want to congratu-
late your senior in our special Senior Shout-out section and haven't talked with a yearbook 
staff member, please contact Mrs. Britton at the high school.

IHSA Solo and Ensemble
On Saturday, March 2nd, nine Sullivan band students participated in the IHSA Solo and Ensemble contest 
at Millikan University. These students performed as a soloist or as part of an ensemble in front of a judge 
and other audience members. The preparation for the event was a largely independent endeavor. All students 
received a Division I or II rating for their performance, which are the highest ratings that can be earned in this 

event.
Solos played by Jon Mathias, Christian Hopper, and 
Carly Voegel - Division I
Brass Quintet comprised of Jon Mathias, Shyanne 
Hunter, Anna Mathias, Christian Hopper, Reagan 
Crouse - Division I
Horn Duet comprised of Anna Mathias and Jullian 
Poston - Division II
Flute Duet comprised of Carly Voegel and Raimi 
Gardner - Division II



On February 20, 2019, some of the 
Spanish III students of Sullivan 
High School visited Mason Point 
nursing home in Sullivan, Illinois 
for a game of bingo, trivia, kara-
oke, and music. Famous celebrities 
of the 1950s and 60s were the topic 
of the evening, whom the residents 
were familiar with.

After the game of bingo, juniors 
Aaron Garvey, Gary Herschberger, 
and Seth Mayberry, (who were 
dressed up as Johnny Cash, Paul 
McCartney, and Buddy Holly 
respectively) read facts about the 
person they were representing for 
a game of trivia. Juniors Adalee 
Nichols and Kaitlyn White helped 
with the planning of prizes and 
trivia questions about Elvis Presley 
as well.

Following the trivia games, the 
floor was open for anybody want-
ing to sing their favorite song from 
the 1950s and 60s. A few residents 
sang songs like Johnny Cash’s 
“Ring of Fire.”

An excerpt from the song 
“The Dance at the Gym” 
(better known as “Mam-
bo!”) from the movie 
West Side Story was 
played by Seth Mayberry 
on the alto saxophone.

Cookies were provided 
by the Spanish class for 
the people at Mason Point 
and other food and drinks 
were also prepared by the 
Mason Point staff.

The residents in atten-
dance for this event were 
genuinely grateful for this 
“blast from the past” and 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening. 

SHS Spanish III Students Host a Blast to the Past
by Kaitlyn White, Adalee Nichols, Gary Herschberger, Aaron Garvey, and 
Seth Mayberry

Stay up-to-date with all schedules!  https://sullivanhighschool.bigteams.com/main/calendar

https://sullivanhighschool.bigteams.com/main/calendar


by Natalie Drury, Spencer Johnson, Tim 
Lawyer, Dalton Rogers, and Broderick 
Goss

The Sullivan High School AP 
Spanish class recently visited a 
102-year old veteran, William Dean 
Bennett, at Courtyard Estates to 
give him a heartwarming surprise. 

After learning about heroes and 
how the identity of a country is 
determined by the sacrifices of 
soldiers who fought for them, they 
decided to create a wooden flag to 
give to Mr. Bennett as a thank you 
for his service during World War II. 

When Mr. Bennett received his gift 
he responded with, “This whole 

flag is for me?” 

The students were also able to sit 
down and listen to him tell stories 
about his life and learn valuable 
lessons while visiting him. 

This was an amazing experience 
for the AP spanish students to not 

only connect their class work with 
real world experiences, but to also 
have the opportunity to put a smile 
on a deserving veteran’s face. Mr. 
Bennett was extremely humble and 
grateful to the class.

Sullivan Spanish AP Students Honor 

Sullivan High School • Student Spotlight
Our very own Ally Elzy was one of Illinois' top 10 essay winners for 
the NPR Illinois essay contest, 'This I Believe.' For the contest, students 
chose a personal belief and wrote a 350-500 word reflection on that 
belief. She was invited to Springfield to read her essay for the Rotary 
Club, record her essay to be aired on NPR, and she also received a $100 
scholarship. Click to listen and follow along to Ally's essay: The Problem 
With Statistics.
Click for the Website

Congratulations to Jaden Nuzzo for setting a new school record in the 
polevault at 15 feet two inches!
Click Here for the Video

http://www.nprillinois.org/post/i-believe-problem-statistics#stream/0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jHTAlnZopQ


Social Media Connections

www.facebook.com/SullivanCUSD300
www.facebook.com/sullivanredskinsathletics

https://twitter.com/RedskinsAD

https://www.instagram.com/sullivancusd300/

https://www.youtube.com/SullivanSchool300 www.sullivan.k12.il.us

SHS Upcoming Dates:

March 18-22: Spring Break (No School)
April 5: SIP Day - No Student Attendance
April 9: SAT, PSAT 10, & PSAT 8/9 Test-
ing Day
April 10: Faculty Meeting @ 7:20AM
April 13: Prom
April 19-22: Easter Break (No School)
April 26: Emergency Day
May 3: Emergency Day
May 7-18: AP Testing
May 8: Faculty Meeting @ 7:20AM
May 10: Emergency Day
May 17: Emergency Day
May 19: Graduation
May 24: Emergency Day
May 27: Memorial Day (No School)
May 30:  Last Day of Attendance (Early 

Dismissal @ 1:30PM)
May 31: Teacher Institute

SMS Upcoming Dates:

March 18-22: Spring Break
April 5:  School Improvement Day - No 

School
April 18:  IAR Reward Movie Day/Service 

Day Make-up
April 19-22 : Easter Break

SES Upcoming Dates:

March 18-22:  SPRING BREAK!!!
March 25:  State Testing Window Opens
March 29:  GBC Science Day
April 2:    PTO Meeting @ 6 @ Township 

Library
April 5:   SIP Day (No Student Attendance)
April 8:   Dental Bus, Board Meeting @ 

6:30
April 9:   Students Go To LTOTS @ 9 and 

1, Kindergarten Kickoff @ 6
April 10:   Dental Bus,  McTeacher Night 

at McDonalds
April 11:  Dental Bus
April 12:  Dental Bus
April 16:  Recess at Night @ 6
April 19-22:  Easter Break
April 23:  Spring pictures
April 25:  Pencil Pal Reception
April 26:   School in session, GBC (Minute 

to Win It), Special Olympics
April 29:  C hildren’s Choir Spring Concert 

@ HS @ 6
May 3:  School in session
May 7th:   1st Grade Field Trip, PTO Meet-

ing @ 6 @ Township Library
May 9th:  SEA Track Meet @ 4
May 10th:   Emergency Day (No Student 

Attendance)
May 13th:  Board Meeting

SES Upcoming Dates Continued:

May 17th:   Emergency Day (No Student 
Attendance)

May 19th:  Graduation
May 23rd:  KG Field Trip
May 24th:   Emergency Day (No Student 

Attendance)
May 27th:  Memorial Day
May 28th:  3rd Grade Field Trip
May 29th:  4th Grade Field Trip
May 30th:   Last Day of Student Atten-

dance
May 31st:   Teacher Institute (No Student 

Attendance)

June 1st:  School’s out for summer!

Upcoming Dates

All Freshman and Sophomores will be taking the PSAT on April 9th at school and returning to their afternoon 
classes after lunch. 

The Juniors will be taking the SAT on April 9th at the Legion and be dismissed when they are finished.

Seniors will get a job shadow/college visit day on April 9th and will not attend school.

www.facebook.com/SullivanCUSD300
https://twitter.com/RedskinsAD
https://www.instagram.com/sullivancusd300/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SullivanSchool300
www.sullivan.k12.il.us

