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From the Principal’s Desk…
Students, Parents, Faculty Members, and Community Members,
Wow, it is already the end of November with the end of the semester in sight. It has been
a great year so far with many exciting things happening at all three schools!
The annual Veterans' Day Celebration at SES was held Monday, November 12. Mrs. Leach
was exceptional in her organization of the program. It was a moving tribute to the military
men and women from our community. The teachers did a great job preparing the students
for the event and teaching them about the significance of the day. Students sent out invitations
to local veterans, made cards for the Veterans Hospital in Danville, and made posters to
display in the lobby. A few classes also volunteered for a special project to make cards for the
veterans
at Hydro-Gear.
A special thank you to the American Legion Post # 68 for their help
Sullivan
High
School
in honoring our veterans during this program.
Following the SES Veterans’ Day Celebration, Ms. Lawson and the Career English class
provided a moving Veterans’ Day Assembly for all SMS and SHS students and faculty. The
assembly included guest speakers, patriotic music performed by middle school and high
school students and staff members, along with many guest speakers. It was a wonderful day
celebrating those who have given so much for our freedom. Thank you to everyone who
participated!
The first grade team of Mrs. Becker, Mrs. Drollinger, Mrs. Fultz, and Miss Mars put
together a fun pirate themed Family Reading Night last week. Families seemed to love it and
everyone had a great time. Thank you to all who came out to help make it a very successful
event!
You’re
invited
SMS
and SHS winter sports are in full swing. Make sure you check out an event or two
Sullivan Blue Dolphins Swim Team
this winter. The amount of hard work and dedication the athletes and coaches put in is
OPEN HOUSE
incredible
and deserves
Friday,
September
18, 2015 to be recognized. Good luck to all of the sports teams and thank you
forp.m.
representing
Sullivan to the best of your abilities!
4:00
to 7:00 YEARS!

As we bring first semester to an end, we need to look ahead to the second semester.
Future dates and events:
 December 11- K-2 Christmas Program at 7:00 (SHS Gym)
 December 18- Children’s Choir, MS Band, and Choir Concert at 6:00 (SHS Gym)
 December 20- Early Dismissal (1:30)
 Christmas Break is December 21-January 2
 January 3- Teacher Institute
 January 4- Students Return
As always, should you have questions about these or any other topics, please feel
free to contact one of the school offices. I hope second semester is as exciting and
successful as first semester has been!

Ryan Aikman, Dean of Students
Nikki Cloyd, Administrative
Assistant

Sincerely,
Jessica Reeder
Assistant Principal & School Psychologist
Sullivan CUSD #300

One Book One
Sullivan Presents: The

Running Dream
One Book One Sullivan is excited to present

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Drannen

2018 – 2019 School Calendar
October 25 - Parent/Teacher
Conferences
November 21-23 - Thanksgiving Break
December 19 and 20 - Final Exams
December 21, 2018 – January 3, 2019
Classes Resume January 4, 2019
January 21, 2019 - Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day - No School
February 7 and 14, 2019 – Parent Teacher
Conferences 3:30 to 7:30 – Early
Dismissal
February 15, 2019 – No School
February 18, 2018 Presidents Day – No
School
March 08, 2019 - School Improvement
Day – No School
March 18 – March 22, 2019 – Spring
Break

as the 2017-2018 book choice! Students worked
diligently to choose the book that would best
match interests of middle school through adult
readers.
According to Penguin Random House’s
website, when Jessica is told she’ll never run
again, she puts herself back together—and learns
to dream bigger than ever before. The acclaimed
author of Flipped delivers a powerful and healing
story.
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a
leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by the
news that she’ll be able to walk with the help of a
prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when
you live to run?
As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that
she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People
who don’t know what to say act like she’s not
there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s
done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa, a
girl who is going to tutor her through all the math
she’s missed, a girl who sees right into her heart.
With the support of family, friends, a coach,
and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be
able to run again. But that’s not enough for her
now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines
herself—she wants to take Rosa with her.
We hope the students and community
members will join One Book One Sullivan in
reading this inspirational novel. Copies can be
found in various locations around town,
classrooms and the media center.

Media Center
Has New
Collaboration
Area for
Teachers and
Students
by Valerie Kalagian
The Media Center at Sullivan High
School now has booth space where
teachers and students can work
together on assignments. Pictured
right, high school math teacher Janet
McFarland helps students prepare and
review for an upcoming test.
This set up allows for a more
comfortable and relatable atmosphere
that is centrally located. Students and
teachers can work in a more personal,
small group or one-on-one setting.

Yearbooks Past and Present
Need to Be Picked Up
There are SHS Retrospect books that have been paid for, but have yet to
be picked up. There are, also, many years in which extra books are
available for purchase. You may contact Sarah Britton at
brittons@sullivan.k12.il.us to make arrangements to obtain a book.

Year: 2017

Year: 2015

Extra books are available
for sale - $20

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Paid books:

Paid books:

Tiffany Wallis
Shelby Jent

Keeley Eikenberry
Mackenzie Mosier
Dylan Hart
Jordan Cuttill
Jadie McArthur
Sam Mulligan

Year: 2016
Extra books are available
for sale - $20
Personalized, Paid Books:
Blake Stewart

Personalized, Paid Books:
Brooke (Last Name Unknown)
Alex Lee Harvey
Torie Houston Wiley
Jullian (Last Name Unknown)

Year: 2014
Pictured center and directly above, SHS
students celebrate veterans at Veteran’s Day
Assembly. Photos by Paige McLaughlin.

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Yearbooks Past and Present
Need to Be Picked Up
Continued…
Year: 2013

Year: 2012

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Personalized, Paid Books:

Personalized, Paid Books:

Shelbi Lynn Clay
Brandon Corley
Haley Jo. Owens

Grant England
Lindsay (Last Name Unknown)
Karabear

Year: 2011
Extra books are available for
sale - $10
Personalized, Paid Books:
Christopher Lover
GaBBETT

Years: 2010, 2009
Extra books are available for
sale - $10

NEHS just received a $200 grant from the
National English Honor Society for their
upcoming annual Barnes & Noble trip.
This will help with travel expenses and
book purchases for the Media Center. The
trip is currently planned for Thursday,
11/29. Pictured below is Vice President
Tim Lawyer. Photo by Cami Badman

Years:
2008,
2007,
2006,
2005,
2004,
2001,
2000,
1999,
1998,
1997,
1996,
1995,
1993
Extra books are available
for sale - $5

FCCLA Attends
Officer Training
Conference
"Wednesday, September 12
FCCLA had their annual Section 15
Officer Training Conference Explore the Unexplored - at the
United Methodist Church, with 56
members attending from 7 different
schools including Tuscola, Arcola,
ALAH, Altamont, Casey-Westfield,
Shiloh, and Sullivan.
Four sessions were offered to
students:
“A Little Bit of
Everything” with Section 15 Officers
Faith Hardwick and Abbie Heath;
Interviewing and the Hiring Process
from Angie Matlock, Tuscola, Arcola
and Sullivan’s McDonald’s owner;
Janie Cantu, a former FCCLA
member; and Team Building and
Leadership by SFC Gary Miller.
Thank you so much to all of the
presentors for helping make this
conference awesome and to our
Keynote Speaker, Mr. Danny Powell
for taking time to talk about
leadership! Also, thank you to
Flesor’s Candy Kitchen for catering
our taco bar for a delicious lunch!"

Jon Mathias recently performed in the ILMEA
District 5 Jazz Concert on November 5th, and
played under the direction of Scott Ninmer, the
arranger for the President's Own Marine Band.
This concert featured the finest student jazz
musicians in the Central Illinois area. Jon was
featured on the piece "Li'l Darlin'" as a soloist.
The group chosen to be part ILMEA are pictured
left. Mathias is standing in the back row and is the
closest to the edge of the photo. Photo provided by
Shaun Schaefers.

Congratulations, Jon Mathias

SES Students Learn
About POW/MIA Table
Through America’s

White Table

Jennifer Hobbs from Sullivan Elementary School
set the POW/MIA table this year as part of the
school’s way to honor veterans this Veteran’s Day.
Hobbs also read "America's White Table" by
Margot Theis Raven to the students. They
absolutely loved learning about the table and what
each item on it represents. Next week I will also
be visiting some other classrooms during my prep
period to read it to them. The two photos, left,
were taken by Hobbs.

Have a Safe and Happy
Thanksgiving!

Students pictured above were recently recognized at Sullivan
High School's quarterly Breakfast of Champions. Teachers
recommend students who have gone above and beyond
their expectations in the class. Great job and thank you for
making Sullivan High School great! Parker Addison Ian
Plank, Natalie Drury, Abigail Hussong, Karsyn West,
Hayden Faulkner, Carley Towle, Reagan Crouse, and Justin
Helmuth

What you see to the left isn’t a chance game
of The Hokie Pokey. Rather, it was a gathering
of young girls who asked Mrs. Reeder to help
them learn to maneuver properly in those
dreaded things ladies like to call high heels.
This photo was taken in the Science Wing of
the high school just before Homecoming 2018.
Truth: All women, or at leas most that I
know, love to wear high heels especially when
they want to feel extra dressed up.
Truth: Unless you have had a lot of
practice, these darling little things known as
high heels can actually be brutal when it comes
to trying to walk, let alone dance. And, a slip
up could potentially land someone in the
hospital with a rolled or sprained ankle.
Thankfully, Mrs. Reeder saved the day and
worked with young ladies who wanted to
master the art of walking in high heels. Photo
by Paige McLaughlin.

by Seth Mayberry
Sullivan High School students were dispersed and sent to designated
locations across the town of Sullivan during the school’s Day of Service,
on Friday, Oct. 19, 2018.
“[The Day of Service] is an opportunity for our kids to get out in the
community and provide community service…,” explained Sullivan
High School Principal, Erik Young about the event.
Students were put into twenty-one different groups to perform
various services. Such services included picking up litter and plant
waste, like walnuts, around nursing homes or places of business.
Some freshmen stayed at the school while the others went to
Wyman Park. Different groups of sophomores served at Greenhill
Cemetery, Tabor Park, and the Civic Center. Juniors were assigned to
Mason Point and Eastview Terrace. Seniors were sent to the town
square and the North and South-West sides of town. FFA went to the
4H Center.
“I feel that the day of service was a great opportunity for Sullivan
students to give back to our community. Natalie Drury did a fantastic
job at reaching out to different community members to make this day
possible, and I believe the students enjoyed themselves as well,” shared
Sullivan High School teacher Marsha Kirby.
Some of the students also thought positively about the Day of
Service.
Freshman Ethan Voegel said, “The effect of a service day [means
we have made Sullivan] better for the people and the wildlife; my
feelings are positive toward the event and I hope to do it again….”
The high school’s Day of Service coincided with the Sullivan Middle
School’s. The high school’s Day of Service was originally scheduled for
Oct. 5 2018, but was rescheduled due to rain.

Student Council Hosts
Fall Blood Drive
by Ashlyn Bennett
On October 31st the Sullivan High School’s
Student Council (StuCo) teamed up with The
American Red Cross for StuCo’s annual fall Blood
Drive. It was open to Sullivan High School staff and
students as well as the public from 9:30-2:30 in the
Sullivan High School gymnasium.
The Blood Drive Committee was led by senior
Broderick Goss. Participants needed to bring a
driver’s license or two other forms of ID, and if they
were 16, they needed a parent’s signature.
After a hectic day, there were a total of thirtyseven donations; fifteen of the participants were first
time donors. The amount of blood donated is not yet
known. StuCo and the American Red Cross will be
holding another Blood Drive again in the spring of
2019 with the date TBD.

Sullivan FFA Members Get Their Hands Dirty During Soil Judging
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Spanish Students Work To Translate
Letters from Honduras
by Seth Mayberry
In the last few weeks, Señora King’s
Spanish III and IV classes have been
translating letters sent from Honduras
from Spanish to English. The letters were
written by children to their sponsors in
the Scholarships with Blessings program.
Scholarships with Blessings is a
Christian mission program aimed at
providing less fortunate children in
Honduras with education, school
supplies, clothes, and medication.
According to Alicia DeLong, Mike
Craig of the First United Methodist
Church in Sullivan started a group to go
on mission trips to La Ceibita, Honduras,
in 2010. Along with Scholarships with
Blessings, they continue to help the less
fortunate.
For the past few weeks, students in
the Spanish III and IV classes have been
working during and after school to
translate letters sent from the children in
the program to their sponsors.
Altogether, both Spanish classes
translated thirty letters for the

local sponsors of Scholarships with
Blessings.
“Writing these letters was a great
experience for our entire class as we not
only practiced using both languages, we
had to correct things in the target
language,” senior Spencer Johnson shared
about his experience.
Not only did the students receive
practice in the Spanish language, they
also gained a better understanding of life
in another country.
Junior Kaitlyn White recalls, “The
faith in God these children have is
unbelievable coming from their rough
background. Their sponsors make their
faith in God grow by a million times and
I think it is extraordinary.”
Practicing
Spanish
through
translating has also provided some
students with plans for their future.
“I am thankful and grateful that I
took Spanish for all [four] years. It has
greatly helped me and I think it will in the
future,” said senior Tim Lawyer.

Sullivan Alumnus Shares Experiences Studying Abroad
by Seth Mayberry
On October 12, 2018, Sullivan alumnus Kyle Cody shared with
the Spanish Club his experiences studying abroad in Japan.
Members gained a better understanding about the benefits of
studying abroad through Cody’s presentation.
Cody spent 2014 to 2015 studying in Kyoto, Japan. While in
Kyoto, Cody learned a lot about Japan including its: transportation,
food, social relationships, economy, languages, holidays, and
sports.
“Kyoto is busy in the urban center. However, the surrounding
forested mountains and suburbs are quiet and peaceful,” Cody
reflected.
Cody majored in Japanese studies and was required to study
abroad for at least one semester in order to receive his degree.
“Japanese culture and history fascinated me,” Cody added.
For Cody, the most difficult thing to adjust to in Japan was the
lack of certain foods.
“In Japan, some food had to be imported alongside of hygiene
products. Cheese, peanut butter, tortillas, and deodorant are not
easily available,” Cody said.
In contrast, the easiest thing for Cody to adapt to was “...living
in Kyoto.”
Cody recalls, “Kyoto is a beautiful, clean city filled with ancient
temples and heritage sites. With nature surrounding the city and

urban elements contained in the middle, it still felt like a
small town.”
For the aspiring study abroad traveler, Cody explained,
“I would suggest other students study abroad… America
will always need people who have experience in other
countries and languages to navigate the increasingly
interconnected world.”
“I thought Mr. Cody was very informative and knew a
lot about Japanese culture; he made me want to learn more
about other cultures. I enjoyed hearing about how the
Japanese people treated him while he was there and how
he learned to fit in with their traditions and customs,”
Natalie Drury shared about her thoughts on the
presentation.
Some of the club members would also like to study
abroad like Cody.
Senior Dalton Rogers said, “In my opinion, Kyle’s
experience in Japan is very awe-inspiring. I am hoping to
spend a year or semester studying abroad as I complete my
college schooling. I think the Japanese culture is very
diverse and interesting and [Japan] is definitely a place I
would like to visit.”

Sullivan Marching
Redskins End
Season On a High
Note
by Carly Voegel
The past month has been busy for the
Sullivan Marching Redskins. They have
competed at four marching competitions this
season at Mt. Zion High School, Eastern
Illinois University, Effingham High School,
and University of Illinois.
The 39-member band has had four
students sit out due to injuries this year.
Those four students played from the
sidelines. Only one injury actually occurred
as a result of being part of band. Despite the
losses, the band has still played on.
The only competition the Marching
Redskins have received any awards at was
EIU, where they received “Best auxiliary”
and “Best percussion.” The Marching
Redskins have worked extremely hard and
hope to win titles for their next marching
season.
While marching band has been going on,
students have been working on their music in
other ways. ILMEA is an honors band in
Illinois that is a pretty big deal for young
musicians. Congratulations to both Christian
Hopper and Jonathan Mathias for being
accepted into the ILMEA District 5 Concert
Band. Both students have prepared rigorous
musical excerpts and will play at Eastern
University on November 17th. Jonathan
Mathias was also accepted into the District 5
Jazz Ensemble. He is the first Sullivan
student in the past 18 years to be accepted
into an ILMEA jazz group.

Each month, Sullivan Elementary School honors students who go
above and beyond expectations by awarding them a "Gold Slip." The
Gold Slip winners from the month of October pictured above from left
to right include:
Nixon Dundee was in the middle of a race during recess when his
competitor fell to the ground. Nixon stopped racing and went back
to see if the other student was okay. Way to go Nixon!
Bryar Cowger was playing "Around the World" with the class. He
was doing very well, as he is a math facts Whiz! After competing
against many students and winning, a classmate finally beat Bryar by
saying the answer before Bryar did. Bryar calmly sat down since his
turn was over, but then reached out to "high five" the girl who beat
him. Super sportsmanship, Bryar!
Koda Plumb offered to help another student with his math activity
since the other student needed someone to explain the process to
him. Koda was patient and helpful.
As her class was headed to the restroom, Paityn Strauf noticed that
a student from another room had spilled paint. She offered to clean it
up without anyone even asking her to. The hallway was clean as can
be when she was done.

Middle School Celebrates Students at
Breakfast of Champions
Sullivan Middle School held the first of its Breakfast of
Champions recognitions on Wednesday, October 17th.
Students were recognized for their leadership skills and
positive behaviors in and out of the classroom.
Students recognized were Aiden Ballinger, Paul Bates,
Jalexis Bennett, Jazzlynn Coe, Angelena Collins, Mae
Dawkins, Elise Fleming, Gracee Helton, Vanessa Hoffman
and Hannah Righter.

Sullivan High School
Holiday Bazar
December 15, 2018
10:00-3:00 pm
Sullivan High School Gym
Sponsored by the
Sullivan Class of 2020.
Over 50 Craft Vendors,
Direct Sales, Bake Sale,
Raffle, Silent Auction and
Concessions will be
available.
Gift Wrapping will be
available.
hintonh@sullivan.k12.il.us

