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From the Principal’s Desk…
Students, Parents, and Community Members,
It is hard to believe that we are almost at the halfway point of the school year!
Even though we are at this point, there is still a lot of school year left. As we near
this point in the year, I would like to draw your attention to a few things to ensure
a successful end of this semester and great beginning to next semester.
As we begin our winter months, it is important to note our Late Start and School
Cancellation procedures. If you need these, they can be obtained by contacting
the school. Please make sure your contact information is accurate in Skyward.
Sullivan High School
This helps in getting information to you in a timely manner. With cold weather,
it is also important to make sure students are dressing appropriately for the
temperatures.
Final Exams for high school students will be on December 18, 19, and 20.
Information detailing these days has been emailed to all students. Please note,
December 20 is a 1:30PM Early Dismissal.
Second semester for all students starts on January 4, 2019. This will be a full day
for all students. Here are a few other dates to help you in planning for second
semester:
 January 21 - No School (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
February 7 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
You’reinvited
Sullivan BlueFebruary
Dolphins Swim
14 -Team
Parent/Teacher Conferences
OPEN HOUSE
 February 15 - No School
Friday, September 18, 2015
 toFebruary
4:00 p.m.
7:00 YEARS!18 - No School (President’s Day)
 March 8 - No School (School Improvement Day)
 March 18-22 - Spring Break
 April 5 - No School (School Improvement Day)
 April 9 - PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, & SAT
 April 13 - Prom
 April 19-22 - No School
 April 26, May 3, 10, 17, & 24 - Emergency Days
 May 19 - Graduation
 May 27 - No School (Memorial Day)
 May 30 - Last Day of Student Attendance
As always, should you have questions about these or any other topics, please feel
free to contact the high school office. I hope the rest of your school year is
exciting and successful!
Erik Young
Principal
Sullivan High School

One Book One
Sullivan Presents: The

Running Dream
One Book One Sullivan is excited to present

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Drannen

2018 – 2019 School Calendar
December 21, 2018 – January 3, 2019
Classes Resume January 4, 2019
January 21, 2019 - Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day - No School
February 7 and 14, 2019 – Parent Teacher
Conferences 3:30 to 7:30 – Early
Dismissal
February 15, 2019 – No School
February 18, 2018 Presidents Day – No
School
March 08, 2019 - School Improvement
Day – No School
March 18 – March 22, 2019 – Spring
Break
April 19-22 - No School
April 26, May 3, 10, 17, & 24 - Emergency
Days
May 19 – Graduation
May 27 - No School (Memorial Day)
May 30 - Last Day of Student Attendance

as the 2017-2018 book choice! Students worked
diligently to choose the book that would best
match interests of middle school through adult
readers.
According to Penguin Random House’s
website, when Jessica is told she’ll never run
again, she puts herself back together—and learns
to dream bigger than ever before. The acclaimed
author of Flipped delivers a powerful and healing
story.
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a
leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by the
news that she’ll be able to walk with the help of a
prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when
you live to run?
As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that
she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People
who don’t know what to say act like she’s not
there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s
done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa, a
girl who is going to tutor her through all the math
she’s missed, a girl who sees right into her heart.
With the support of family, friends, a coach,
and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be
able to run again. But that’s not enough for her
now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines
herself—she wants to take Rosa with her.
We hope the students and community
members will join One Book One Sullivan in
reading this inspirational novel. Copies can be
found in various locations around town,
classrooms and the media center.

Sullivan Elementary School
Receives Lumpkin Family
Foundation Grant

Nichole Hendry, above, holds up the letter she
received notifyting her that she would be getting
$7294 to help keep the SES Community Garden she
started last spring going. Hendry organized the
Garden Project with the help of school staff and
community members. Photo provided by Dan
Allen.

Yearbooks Past
and Present
Need to Be
Picked Up

Last month, Nichole Hendry (4th Grade teacher), received notification
that she would receive the Lumpkin Family Foundation grant for $7294 to
go toward the school’s Garden Project. Hendry organized the Garden
Project with the help of school staff and community members last spring
and wrote the grant to help cover the costs of the project, such as outdoor
classroom materials, tools, a green house, and curriculum.
Hendry has volunteered many hours throughout the school year and
the summer to get this project off the ground. It has provided wonderful
learning experiences for the students and an opportunity for the school to
collaborate with the community. Last year we were able to get the project
started through some very generous local donors, while the money
received from this grant will help the school focus more on developing
collaborative relationships with our area businesses and creating a selfsustaining program with the hope of potentially expanding it.
The Lumpkin Family Grant is a private, family foundation from
Mattoon, Illinois. Their mission is to get people to work together for the
betterment of our communities. More information is available about the
Lumpkin Family Foundation at www.lumpkinfoundation.org.

There are SHS Retrospect books that have been paid for, but have yet to
be picked up. There are, also, many years in which extra books are
available for purchase. You may contact Sarah Britton at
brittons@sullivan.k12.il.us to make arrangements to obtain a book.

Year: 2017

Year: 2015

Extra books are available
for sale - $20

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Paid books:

Paid books:

Tiffany Wallis
Shelby Jent

Keeley Eikenberry
Mackenzie Mosier
Dylan Hart
Jordan Cuttill
Jadie McArthur
Sam Mulligan

Year: 2016
Extra books are available
for sale - $20
Personalized, Paid Books:
Blake Stewart

Personalized, Paid Books:
Brooke (Last Name Unknown)
Alex Lee Harvey
Torie Houston Wiley
Jullian (Last Name Unknown)

Year: 2014
Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Yearbooks Past and Present
Need to Be Picked Up
Continued…
Year: 2013

Year: 2012

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Personalized, Paid Books:

Personalized, Paid Books:

Shelbi Lynn Clay
Brandon Corley
Haley Jo. Owens

Grant England
Lindsay (Last Name
Unknown)
Karabear

Year: 2011
Extra books are available for
sale - $10
Personalized, Paid Books:
Christopher Lover
GaBBETT

Years: 2010, 2009
Extra books are available for
sale - $10

Years:
2008,
2007,
2006,
2005,
2004,
2001,
2000,
1999,
1998,
1997,
1996,
1995,
1993
Extra books are available
for sale - $5

SHS Senior Wins Voice of
Democracy Essay Contest
A huge congratulations goes out to Sullivan High School senior
Paige McLaughlin who was the first place winner of this year’s
Voice of Democracy Essay Contest.
According to Jennifer Hobbs of the local Sullivan VFW Post
6410, “McLaughlin really impressed the judges with her speech. She
will be receiving $100 for first place at our local post.” McLaughlin’s
essay was submitted at the district level where the piece won her
unanimous first place finish at the district level. McLaughlin’s
essay will now be submitted to compete at the State level.
McLaughlin said, “I am excited by the win and hope I win at the
state level.” McLaughlin is currently the editor of the school
newspaper and plans to study English in college.

High School Scholastic
Bowl Posts Success in
Regular Season
by Paige McLaughlin
On Monday, October 29, The SHS Varsity
and JV Scholastic Bowl teams competed in their
first meet of the year against Shelbyville and
Meridian at St. Teresa. The varsity team won
both of their matches, with scores of 190-120 and
180-100. Reagan Crouse and Spencer Johnson
each had four toss-ups, Tim Lawyer and Gary
Herschberger had three, and Paige McLaughlin
came away with two.
On November 5, SHS Scholastic Bowl
returned to St. Teresa to face off against Tuscola
and St. Teresa. The Varsity team lost their first
match to St. T. with a score of 150-310, but came
back to win against Tuscola 170-80. Toss-ups
for this match were earned by Johnson,
Herschberger, Lawyer, and Crouse with six,
one, one, and four toss-ups respectively. The JV
team won against St. T 160-110, as well as
beating Tuscola 150-70. Clayton Schmohe led
the team with nine toss-ups, followed by Maddie
Hopper with four, Erin Wallace with three, and
Lily Graham with one.
November 12 saw the first change of scenery
for the Scholastic Bowl team, as they traveled to
Clinton to compete against Clinton and CAM.
Much like the previous match, the Varsity won a
game and lost a game, winning against Clinton
with 160-130, but falling just short of CAM with
140-160. Johnson led the team with four toss-ups,
Lawyer had three, Paige McLaughlin had two,
and Herschberger finished with one. The JV
team won both of their matches 150-130 and 17080. Schmohe had a record total of thirteen tossups, followed by Hopper with two and Wallace
with one.
On November 19, Scholastic Bowl had their
next match in Tuscola against WarrensburgLatham and St. Teresa. The varsity team lost
both matches 180-230 and 150-170. Johnson and
Lawyer had six toss-ups each, Crouse and
Herschberger each had two, and Paige
McLaughlin came away with one.
The next two matches, on November 26 and
December 3, both took place at home for the
SHS team. Over the course of these two weeks,
they faced off against Clinton, Meridian,
Warrensburg-Latham, and Tuscola, with Varsity
scores of 210-40, 240-160, 230-200, and 170-70,
which marked a comeback for the team with all
four wins. Lawyer led the team in scoring these
two weeks with eleven toss-ups, followed closely
by Crouse and Johnson with nine and eight
respectively Paige McLaughlin and where they
on December 10 in Shelbyville against CAM and.
Story Continued on Page 6.

Sullivan CUSD#300 School Weather Closings and Delayed
Start Information
At Sullivan Schools, we believe in emphasizing the safety of our students during times of inclement weather,
while at the same time maintaining school in session when possible. In the event that weather causes a
need to cancel or delay the start of school, a phone call and text will be sent to all parents and guardians
whose phone numbers are in our All-Call system. Additionally, this information will be communicated on
our district social media sites and sent to WAND and WCIA.
There are three options for adjustment of the school day:
1)
School is cancelled for all students
2)
Two-hour Delayed Start for Snow/Ice
3)
Two-hour Delayed Start for Temperature/Windchill
During any of these three options, all morning extracurricular activities will be cancelled. A decision on
afternoon/evening activities will be made later in the day.
The Two-hour Delayed Start options are put in place for days when the weather causes poor driving
conditions in the morning that may clear off later in the day or when temperatures are very low but may rise
later in the day. During either Two-hour Delayed Start options, buses will run two hours later than they
normally would. Breakfast will not be served and Morning Early Childhood and Project HELP classes will
not be in session. Dismissal times will remain the same.
To assist parents with morning obligations, the west entrance to SES will open at 7:30, with supervision
available for elementary students in the SES gym. The main entrance to SHS will also open at 7:30, with
supervision available for middle and high school students in the SHS gym.
For this year, we have added an option that will allow school to remain in session during extreme cold. The
primary reason that school is sometimes canceled during very low temperatures is due to students who have
a long walk to school. We have added a component to the Two-hour Delayed Start schedule to address this.
Only during a Two-hour Delayed Start for Temperature/Windchill, the district will have three buses start at
the east, south, and west sides of town. These buses will be heated and stopped at various points in town.
Students can get on these heated buses any time during the ten-minute interval listed so that they only have
to walk a short way in the cold. These buses will move across town and drop students at the school around
8:45 before leaving to perform their normal morning routes at a Two-hour Delay. Any Sullivan student may
be picked up at any stop. The routes will ONLY be used during times of extreme temperature that cause a
Two-hour Delayed Start and will not run when school is delayed due to snow or ice.
As always, please use caution when driving, and be sure to bundle up when going out this winter.
Congratulations to Sullivan High School students Christian
Hopper (euphonium, concert band) and Jonathan Mathias
(trumpet, jazz), pictured right, for being selected for the Illinois
All-State music ensembles!
In January, both students will get to spend several days in
Peoria at the Illinois Music Educators Conference playing in
ensembles with students from all over the state, and working with
some of the top music educators in the nation.
This is a huge honor and a symbol of high musical achievement
for both individuals! Jon will perform on Friday, January 25th at
7:30pm as part of the jazz night concert, and Christian will
perform on Saturday, January 26th in the afternoon.
Attachments area

Middle School Yearbooks
On Sale Now
The SMS yearbook is now on sale! Yearbooks are
$20 and can be purchased online, or through Mrs.
Wright at school.
Any checks should be made out to Sullivan Middle
School. Yearbooks will be distributed in May.
The online link to order is
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBr
owse/1073752/Sullivan-Middle-School/2019Yearbook/2018071704344922399/CATALOG_S
HOP/

Scholastic Bowl Continued From Page 4
Herchberger also scored a decent amount with five and four
toss-ups a piece. The only recorded match for JV was on the
26th against Clinton, where they lost 30-170. Schmohe was
the only member of the team to score any toss-ups with three.
The final match of the regular season was on December
10 in Shelbyville against CAM and Shelbyville. CAM won

the first match against Varsity 70-120, but Sullivan won
the second game 150-80. Crouse had the most toss-ups
with six, followed by Lawyer with two and Maggie
McLaughlin with one. The JV team won their game
against Shelbyville, but lost to CAM as well, with scores
of 130-100 and 80-150 respectively. Schmohe and

Graham were the only two to score toss-ups in this match,
with Schmohe having six and Graham having one.
The group will compete again in a varsity conference
tournament in January.

SES Announces November
Gold Slip Winners
Every month, Sullivan Elementary School recognizes
students who go above and beyond expectations by
awarding them "Gold Slips." Here are the Gold Slip
winners from the month of November (from left to right):
Kolton Kirby saw a pre-K student struggling to turn the
water on at the restroom. Instead of doing it for him,
Kolton taught him how to do it himself for the next time,
then praised the student. He didn't know anyone was
watching; what a kind and caring student!
Porter Addison noticed a friend was sad. He asked if he
could sit by that friend to cheer him up. What a sweet
friend Porter is!
Luke Schultz saw a classmate crying because she dropped
her lunch on the floor. He helped her pick it up to make
her feel better!
Madyx Schwass is very helpful to others at the end of the
school day. We all work to clean up our rooms to make
vacuuming easier for Mr. Lappin, but Madyx does more
than his fair share! He stacks most of the chairs in the
room, picks up paper and trash, and helps classmates get
organized. In addition, Madyx brings in the lunch cart
from the hall and puts all of the chairs on the table in the
hall so Mr. Lappin's job is easier!
Cali Szabo is always so pleasant and polite. She was an
easy choice to be a buddy and helper for our new
student! Cali has helped unpack supplies, set up a binder,
label a journal, create a card of logins and passwords,
explain classroom, lunchroom, and school procedures,
and more! She has befriended our new classmate and
made her feel welcome. They have had lunch and played
together. Cali is a terrific, cheerful leader!
Torreon Phillips stands quietly in the lunch line every
single day while students around him are talking when they
are not supposed to.

High School Art Students display their work at the front
entrance of Sullivan High School. Photo by Zane Gardner.

Congratulations to the SES Gold Slip Winners for the
month of November 2018 pictured above. From left
to right those winners include: Kolton Kirby, Porter
Addison, Luke Schultz, Madyx Schwass, Cali Szabo,
and Torreon Phillips. Photo provided by Sullivan
Elementary School.

During library class at SES, Mrs. Fleming read the
story Claymates, a Monarch Award nominated
book, written by Dev Petty and illustrated by Lauren
Eldridge. Claymates is the hilarious tale of a clay
owl and a clay wolf that have great fun transforming
themselves into various creatures. But what
happens when their artist-creator comes
back...yikes! Students in all grades enjoyed being
the artist and sculpted their own claymate with PlayDoh and a pair of googly eyes. Photos provided by
SES.

Leach Elected
ILMEA District
5 President
Sullivan Elementary School music teacher,
Courtney Leach, was recently elected as the
District 5 President for the ILMEA, a position
she was first elected to in 2016.
With 3500 members, the ILMEA (Illinois
Music Education Association) is the largest
Fine Arts education organization in Illinois
and is one of the largest in the nation. Its
purpose is to promote music within the
schools, to give students great and unique
musical experiences, and to provide
professional development opportunities for
music teachers. Leach began serving the
ILMEA in 2002 as a junior band
representative.
District 5 includes well over 100 school
districts. While serving on the state board,
Leach will organize and host district auditions
(with over 1600 auditions taking place), as well
as the district festival for concert band and
choir, vocal jazz and instrumental jazz,
elementary choir, and orchestra for both junior
and senior high, totaling nearly 1000
students. She will work with the state office at
the Illinois Music Educators Conference in
Peoria which has over 12,000 participants and
helps shape the policies for music education in
the state. Through this organization, Leach
began the first Sing, Dance, Create, and Play
workshop in this area, in which there have
been over 75 participants in the past two years.
In her first year at Sullivan Elementary,
Leach has created a buzz about music among
the students and staff alike. With her upbeat
personality, love of teaching, and passion for
music, she has students excitedly participating
in classes and developing their own passion for
music. She has already put together a great
Veterans’ Day program, and Christmas show.
Leach has served as a guest conductor at
the EIU High Honor Band Festival on
Saturday, December 8th at 6:30 at the Doudna
Fine Arts Center in Charleston. She also
conducted at the K-2 Christmas Concert on
Tuesday, December 11th at 7:00 and the
Children’s Choir Christmas Concert on
Tuesday, December 18th at 6:00 in the Sullivan
High School Gym.

Pictured
above,
Sullivan
Elementary School Vocal Music
Teacher, Courtney Leach will
serve
as
ILMEA
District
President. Photo
Provided by SES.

Sullivan Spanish Club
Holds Taco Night Dinner
On December 7, 2018, the Sullivan High School’s
Spanish Club had their annual Taco Night dinner in the
high school’s cafeteria.
Club members were set up in various locations to assist
the customers with their food and drinks.
Everyone who bought a ticket got three soft shell tacos
with beef, rice, lettuce, cheese, sour cream, and salsa.
Desserts were plentiful and people had their choice of a
wide selection of sweets. Lemonade and water were
available beverages.
People had the choice of eating their meals at the
school or taking their food to go. Two taco lanes were set
up to make this option possible.
In preparation for the night, some of the Spanish Club
members helped after school let out on Friday at 2:30 p. m.
until the dinner started at 4:30 p. m. During this time,
students prepared lemonade, cups of salsa and cheese, set
out the taco ingredients, and desserts brought in by Señora
King and the students.
Members of the Spanish Club had sold tickets for the
event individually. The proceeds from the dinner go
toward the club’s Chicago trip in the spring.

NEHS Barnes and Noble BookBuying Trip Brings Numerous New
Novels to Library
by Paige McLaughlin and Cami Badman
On Thursday, November 29, the Sullivan High School’s NEHS went
on their third annual trip to Barnes and Noble in Champaign, Illinois, to
purchase books for the Sullivan High School and Middle School Media
Center.
Students met with Mrs. McClellan in the library a week and a half before
the trip to learn how to shop for the library, which is much different than
shopping for oneself. The group discussed how the library needed variety
in genres and titles and how to find books based on popular awards, readalikes for books we already love, and series completion. They also
discussed budgeting and making sure the books were appropriate for the
library. Each member filled out a common spreadsheet so they could
double check that no one selected the same titles as other groups, and made
certain the books weren't already owned by the library. This year, NEHS
was given $100 per team of 3-4 for book purchases.
One main change of this year’s trip compared to years past is that NEHS
was also required to buy at least 2 books that were 5th grade appropriate
since they have moved to the middle school. They were also required to
have at least one non-fiction title on their lists. This required quite a bit of
research in order to meet the criteria. Mrs. McClellan puts stars on the
books that 5th graders are able to check out, and the group was able to add
32 books for them.
On the day of the trip, NEHS left school at approximately
8:25AM. Once they arrived at Barnes & Noble in Champaign, they were
greeted by the manager who showed them around and explained how all
the books were organized so they could easily find their book choices. The
group spent about 45 minutes-1 hour looking at books, searching for
selected titles, and also buying books for themselves. Thanks to the library
funds and a small grant from NEHS headquarters, NEHS was able to
purchase 107 books for the Media Center on this trip (and bought over 23
books for personal use). The total cost was around $1,400. Before the trip,
the group also received a $200 grant from NEHS that helped pay for books.
Once the group arrived back at school that afternoon, they were broken
out into groups to work on the following: looking up whether the book is
fiction or non-fiction, AR reading levels, barcode stickers, protective
covering for paperback books, protective covering for hardback books, and
lastly, entering the book into the system. Once all steps had been
completed, the book new books were officially ready for check out.
One special thing the group did to personalize the books that were
purchased is that each member who attended the trip selected one book
that was picked out and added a sticker to the inside front cover/page. It
has the person’s name on it as a student-selected text from the NEHS trip,
with the year of the trip also mentioned.
Thanks to NEHS’s hard work, by the very next day, all of the books
that were selected were available for check out to the entirety of the Middle
and High Schools, and NEHS concluded their most successful bookbuying trip to date.

Reminder:
Sullivan Singers
and Singers Jr.
Preview Night is
January 11-12 at
Mt. Zion High
School
Student Council
Hosts Fun Night
by Ashlyn Bennett
Student Council (StuCo) hosted
their first Fun Night on Saturday,
December 1st from 6-9 in the high
school gym.
"Thirty students attended and I am
very happy with the way it went and
the changes we made to this year’s
Fun Night," said Carley Towle, Fun
Night's Committee Chair. Students
could’ve paid $2 to get in or brought
two canned food items for the food
drive.
As part of the festivities, there was a
movie room, game room and gym
activities. A dodge ball tournament
took place later on in the night as well.
"Fun Night is one of my favorite
events that Student Council hosts."
said Ally Elzy.
Raffle tickets were also sold for a
$50 Visa gift card. Pop, pizza and
candy was available as well.
The money the club made went to
the $50 Visa gift card that was being
raffled and the rest of the money went
to the toy drive that StuCo is also
conducted.

Sullivan FFA Chapter Leadership
Training Workshop Goes for the Gold
The Sullivan FFA Officers hosted their annual Chapter Leadership Training Workshop for all of the first
year members in the FFA.
The theme this year was “Going for the Gold”: a lesson in leadership. This theme was based on four
Olympic moments in history. These events highlighted athletes exhibiting leadership traits.
The officers facilitated a variety of activities which promoted leadership skills such as Teamwork,
Communication, and Problem Solving.
Just like in the Olympics, teams must have a team flag, award ceremonies, competitions, etc. Each team
was asked to create a team name and flag.
There were a total of fourteen first year FFA members who participated in the workshop.
An award was given for the winning team in all the competitions, the most valuable leader in each team,
and the team with the most enthusiasm.

Page Created by Zane Gardner
Photos Provided by Zane Gardner
Zane Gardner is a Journalism I Student at
Sullivan High School and a District FFA Officer.

