
Learning Commons Model 
 

The Vision: The Learning Commons would act as the hub of the school’s 
proficiency-based learning efforts.  It would be a welcoming space that could be flexibly 
used to support the pursuit of interdisciplinary projects, collaborative, student-led 
projects.  The learning commons staff would support student research, problem 
articulation and design, consultation with teachers, exploration of robotics and 3-D 
printing, and more.  

● Technology and books in one space 
● Collaboration and conversation welcome 
● A place for reading, research, designing, coding, and creating 

 
Physical space: Some or all of the physical spaces currently allotted for library and 
computer labs are re-envisioned as learning commons space. 
 
Staff: Instead of having librarians and technology staff, each school would have a 
certified teacher to facilitate and implement the vision of the learning commons.  Our 
two largest schools would also have an education technician to support this work. 
 
Resources Needed to Implement This Model: Books, computers, tablets, 3-D printers, 
robotics, manipulatives, etc. 
 
Where Can This Model Be Seen in Maine?: 
This model is being adopted in public schools and institutes of higher learning in and out 
of the State of Maine. Below are just a few school districts and institutions adopting this 
model. 

● MSAD 75  
● RSU 38 
● RSU 71 
● RSU 13 
● The University of Southern Maine 
● The University of Maine at Farmington 
● Central Maine Community College 
● Kennebec Valley Community College 
● Southern Maine Community College 

 
Some Background Informing The Vision: 
The Future Ready Schools movement aims to use digital learning, digital resources and 
best instructional practices to prepare students for the future. School librarians are in 

https://futureready.org/


the unique position to support Future Ready, as well as district, goals through our 
practices and the physical spaces of our libraries. The Future Ready Librarians 
Framework focuses on 8 areas which support student-centered learning and literacy: 
curriculum and instruction, personalized professional learning, infrastructure, resources, 
community partnerships, data and privacy, collaborative leadership, and use of space 
and time.  
 
21st Century Libraries: The Learning Commons, an article from edutopia.org, explains 
that libraries are becoming a different kind of learning destination when schools 
reimagine them as open, transparent spaces that invite student communication and 
collaboration. 
 
 

https://1gu04j2l2i9n1b0wor2zmgua-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Library_flyer_download.pdf
https://1gu04j2l2i9n1b0wor2zmgua-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Library_flyer_download.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/21st-century-libraries-learning-commons-beth-holland

