
KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

K-12 
Special Education Modifications /Accommodations (IEP & 504) 

 
 

In addition to the specific modifications noted in a student’s IEP/504 plan, the following accommodations may be 
implemented as needed to enable special education students to meet with success. 
 

 Instructional Accommodations/Modifications: 

1. Use an alternative instructional method to address individual learning styles. 

2. Use directed reading activity – provide Study Guides. 

3. Use guided reading lesson. 

4. Teach strategies for using context clues. 

5. Provide additional time to complete assignment. 

6. Organize an exercise to reinforce and review lesson content. 

7. Break task down and provide guidance through steps needed for task.  

8. Allow additional processing time. 

9. Check for understanding of direction and/or concepts. 

10. Check organization of notebook/planner. 

11.  Provide additional time to complete an assignment, particularly a written assignment. 

12. Provide a copy of class notes and/or provide extended time to write notes. 

13. Modify length of assignment. 

14. Offer choices for homework assignments. 

15. Develop a weekly vocabulary word list. 

16. Prompt student to stay on task. 

17. Modify seating arrangement. 

18. Provide written directions to reinforce oral directions. 

19. Have student verbalize steps in a mathematical process. 

20. Provide a calculator to assist in computing math problems. 

21. Allow use of a laptop or computer/assistive technology. 

22. Encourage student to use color cues: highlight/ color code notes.  

23. Have students discuss/write brief summaries of chapters. 

24. Provide manipulative materials to reinforce concepts presented. 

25. Provide computer access for assignments. 

26. Avoid oral reading in group situations. 

27. Encourage, but do not force, oral reading. 

28. Provide written cues during lecture/discussion. 



29. Provide student with a second set of textbooks for home use.  

30. Provide one-on-one instruction. 

31. Provide scaffolded vocabulary and vocabulary lists. 

32.   Provide adapted/alternate/excerpted versions of the text and/or modified supplementary materials. 

33. Provide links to audio files and utilize video clips. 

34.   Provide and/or modify graphic organizers. 

35. Provide modified rubrics. 

36. Provide a copy of teaching notes, especially any key literary terms, in advance. 

37.  Provide summaries. 

38. Provide students with additional information to supplement notes. 

39.  Modify questioning techniques and provide a reduced number of text-dependent questions or items on tests. 

 40. Provide shorter writing assignments.  

 41. Provide sentence starters. 

 42. Reduce number of sources. 

 43. Utilize small group instruction. 

 44. Utilize Think-Pair-Share structure. 

 45. Check for understanding frequently. 

 46.   Have students act out important scenes (teacher guided). 

 47. Have students work with partners or in groups for reading, presentations, assignments, and analyses. 

 48.  Assign appropriate roles in collaborative work. 

 49. List the main objective on the assignment sheet or board, but offer two or three different ways that students can learn or master 
the objective. 

 50. Provide opportunities for small group discussion of homework to go over what they have learned and/or what they may still be 
struggling with, and to receive feedback from their peers who may have a better understanding of the concepts studied. 

 51. Use peer buddies in which pairs of students check each other’s readiness to begin the next task. 

 52. Develop a list of alternative teaching activities/assessments including, but not limited to: 
Demonstrate learning using a pamphlet, brochure of newsletter. 
Provide art supplies for creative student projects. 
Establish an area of the classroom to display student designed work. 
Have students make posters displaying key points of a lesson. 
Assign students the task of creating class bulletin boards that teach one or more concepts to their classmates. 
Involve the class in a unit newspaper pertaining to one unit of study in which students are responsible for articles and sections such 

as news, classified ads, feature articles, lay-out, editing, art-work, etc. 
Design advertisements for specific concepts taught. 
Put a lecture on audiotape or video and offer it as an option. 
Have students teach a concept or chapter to a small group of peers. 
Have students make murals, timelines, or other large-scale visuals. 
Make a magazine on the topic, either alone or in small groups, ensuring that all students have a specific responsibility. 
Have students search online and develop an annotated bibliography of the Websites they discover that pertain to the topic. 



Create and play board games that teach concepts. 

 53. Have students supplement the information gleaned from their textbook with either supporting or conflicting information from a 
different text or online source. 

 54. Use popular adolescent art forms (music, films, and video games) to help students apply and understand concepts. 

 55. Use an alternative instructional method to address individual learning styles. 

 56. Use directed reading activity – provide Study Guides 

 57. Use guided reading lesson. 

 58. Teach strategies for using context clues. 

 59. Organize an exercise to reinforce and review lesson content. 

 60. Break instruction into smaller manageable units. 

 61. Break task down and provided guidance through steps needed for task 

 62. Provide one-on-one instruction. 

 63. Provide written cues during lecture/discussion. 

 64. Direct questioning to elicit information of a factual and inferential nature. 

 65.  Have students discuss/write brief summaries of chapters. 

 66. Use oral and written questioning to check comprehension. 

 67. Provide verbal embellishments during lecture to enhance understanding. 

 68. Provide manipulative materials to reinforce concepts presented. 

 69. Encourage student to highlight notes. 

 70. Check content of notes for accuracy and check organization of notebook. 

 71. Assist student with organization. 

 72.  Prompt student to stay on task. 

 73. Provide written directions to reinforce oral directions. 

 74. Correlate reading vocabulary with content area. 

 Testing & Grading Accommodations 

31. Do not penalize for spelling errors. 

32. Administer tests orally.   

33. Allow student to re-take tests as appropriate. 

34. Provide extra time for test. 

35. Provide test with modifications. 

36. Allow open book or open note tests  

37. Repeat, clarify, or reword directions. 

38. Provide a word bank for test. 

39. Utilize help period for testing.  

40. Allow use of mnemonic techniques during testing. 

41. Provide student with an alternate setting/seating for test administration. 

42. Utilize an alternative assessment. 

43. Utilize an individual grading system, providing the accommodation is a requirement of the student's IEP.  



44. Differentiate reading levels of tests (e.g., Achieve 3000, Raz Kids). 

 45. Provide formative assessments that are graded, but not recorded, in order to provide students the opportunity to monitor their 
progress and understanding. 

 46. Offer a variety of ways students can present what they have learned: formal writing, group presentations, group debate, video 
presentations, journalistic publications, animated tales, etc. 

 47. Provide advance notice for upcoming test/projects. 

 48. Provide two or three choices for how students practice or apply what they have learned from a class lecture or demonstration. 

 49. Read test to student. 

 50. Encourage participation and provide positive feedback. 

 51. Clarify vocabulary or directions on a test. 

 Social & Emotional Accommodations 

44. Use a private visual cue to stop an inappropriate behavior. 

45. Refrain from reprimanding student in front of others. 

46. Maintain communication with case manager and parent. 

47. Allow student to see counselor as needed. 

48. Refer to individual behavior plan. 

49. Provide student with choices.  

50. Provide self-checking materials to student. 

51. Clearly define limits and expectations.  

52. Redirect student when off task. 

53. Provide verbal praise and reinforcement. 

 54. Encourage participation and provide positive feedback. 
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KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

K-12 
Glossary of Support Strategies/Techniques/Formal and Informal Assessments  

for ELLs (English Language Learners) 
 
A-B-C Summaries: 
Each ELL in the class is assigned a different letter of the alphabet and they must select a word starting with that letter that 
is related to the topic being studied. 
 
Anchor charts: 
Anchor Charts describe the essence of a lesson; they help teachers to focus on—and ELLs to remember—the most 
important concepts and skills being taught. Anchor charts not only compel teachers to be clear about their instruction, they 
also improve ELLs’ comprehension. Anchor charts support ELLs’ thinking, reasoning, and problem solving across content 
areas. These charts support ELLs in developing accurate concepts and precise content-based language. 
 
Application Cards: 
After teaching about an important theory, principle, or procedure, ask ELLs to write down at least one real-world 
application for what they have just learned to determine how well they can transfer their learning.  
 
Brainstorming: 
Brainstorming is a technique used to determine what a ELL may already know about a particular topic. ELLs often feel 
free to participate because there is no criticism or judgment. 
 
Cartoons: 
Creating cartoons allows ELLs to use drawings and text bubbles to communicate complex ideas that they would not be 
able to express through writing only. This support can boost the ability of beginner ELLs as they try to communicate what 
they cannot express in their second language 
 
Carouseling: 
Put up a different question on each wall and groups of ELLs have 5 minutes at each to answer. They may not repeat what 
others wrote. 
 
Chain Note: 
ELLs pass around an envelope on which the teacher has written one question about the class. When the envelope 
reaches an ELL, he/she spends a moment to respond to the question and then places the response in the envelope. 
Copies can be made and distributed as notes and it can also be used to discuss points mentioned in the activity that may 
be unclear. 



 
 
Charts/Posters: 
Posters/charts are a great support for ELLs to reference. A chart can contain certain words 
from a unit, definitions, helpful hints, etc. This support provides consistency because the information on a chart/poster is 
always in the same place.  
 
Checklists: 
A checklist is a list of steps that ELLs can reference.  
 
Choice Questions (yes/no, either/or, multiple choice) 
Spoken and written choice questions help ELLs narrow down all the possible language variations that they could use 
when responding to a question. If a ELL cannot answer an open ended question by themselves, a teacher can reframe a 
question so that they can choose a teacher generated response. This can take the pressure off of ELLs to think through 
all of the grammar and vocabulary necessary to respond to open ended questions. 
 
Choral Reading: 
Using choral reading takes some of the pressure off of ELLs who struggle with reading in English. or who have anxiety 
when they are expected to perform tasks on their own. During choral reading, a group of ELLs read the same passage out 
loud.  
 
Cognates: 
Cognates are words or word parts that sound similar and have similar meanings in a native language and a second 
language. These can be used to help ELLs remember new words that they are learning, and they help ELLs transfer first 
language knowledge into second language knowledge more easily. 
 
Concept Maps: 
Concept Maps are ELL drawn diagrams or drawings that reflect the mental connections between a major concept the 
teacher focuses on.  
 
Corners: 

 Corners of the classroom are designated for focused discussion of four aspects of a topic. 

 ELLs individually think and write about the topic for a short time. 

 ELLs group into the corner of their choice and discuss the topic. 

 At least one ELL from each corner shares about the corner discussion. 

 
Cue Cards - Situational: 



A situational cue card is a flashcard that has an image of a situation that would require specific language. For example, a 
teacher could show the class an image of a ELL in line in the cafeteria. The ELLs would respond with the social language 
necessary to order lunch in the school cafeteria. 
Debates: 
Debates enable the teacher to informally evaluate ELLs’ oral work by assessing their oral presentation skills in terms of 
their ability to understand concepts and present them to others in an orderly fashion. 
 
Debriefing: 
A form of reflection immediately following an activity. 
 
Design an Exam: 
ELLs come up with the questions and the answers. At the conclusion of a class, ask ELLs to take five minutes to write two 
to three test questions over the material discussed in the class. 
 
Dialogue Starters : 
Using dialogues to help ELLs develop their conversation skills is common practice in most classes. Dialogues can be 
used in many ways in a classroom. Here are a few suggestions for using dialogues in the classroom: 

 To introduce new vocabulary and help ELLs become familiar with standard formulas used when discussing various 
topics 

 As gap fill exercises for ELLs as a listening exercise 

 Use dialogues for role-plays 

 Have ELLs write dialogues to test key vocabulary and language formulas 

 Have ELLs memorize simple dialogues as a way of helping them improve their vocabulary skills 

 Ask ELLs to finish a dialogue 
 
Directed Paraphrasing: 
Ask ELLs to write a layman’s “translation” of something they have just learned – geared to a specified individual or 
audience – to assess their ability to comprehend and transfer concepts.  
 
ELLs-Generated Test Questions: 
ELLs-generated test questions allow ELLs to write test questions and model answers for specified topics in a format 
consistent with course exams. This approach gives ELLs an opportunity to evaluate the course topics, reflect on what they 
understand, and determine good potential test items. 
 
Empty Box:  
An empty box (virtual or physical) can be used for several assessment activities such as having the ELLs write a “burning 
question” on a small piece of paper and deposit it in a box. During the next class session, these questions can be used for 
group activities where 2-3 ELLs get together and brainstorm answers, then the answers can be discussed with the whole 



class. The empty box can be used at the conclusion of a class by having the ELLs write a question about something they 
learned in class and depositing it into the box. Next, pass the box around and have each ELL take out a card and read the 
question and have the class discuss the answer. These questions can be used as a review before a test or by posting 
them on a discussion board. 
 
Exit Card: 
Exit cards are a quick assessment tool for teachers to help them become more aware of ELLs’ understanding of concepts 
taught. Exit cards are written ELLs’ responses to questions posed at the end of a class or learning activity, or at the end of 
a day. They may be used at any grade level and every subject area. 
 
Fishbowl: 

 One-half of the class sits in a closed circle, facing inward; the other half of the class sits in a larger circle around 

them. 

 ELLs on the inside discuss a topic while those outside listen for new information and/or evaluate the discussion 

according to pre-established criteria. 

 Groups reverse positions. 

Fist of Five: 
Show the number of fingers on a scale, with 1 being lowest and 5 the highest. 

 I know it so well I could explain it to anyone. 

 I can do it alone. 

 I need some help. 

 I could use more practice. 

 I’m only beginning. 

Gallery Walk: 
In small groups ELLs move around the room from station to station at set times and discuss questions or problems raised 
during class. Groups of ELLs would pause at each station, discuss the question, write comments on the sheet, and then 
go to the next question when a signal is given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Graphic Organizers: 
Graphic Organizers or concept maps provide ELLs with a visual representation that supports their understanding of 
simple or complex processes. Sample graphic organizers include: T-charts, Venn Diagrams, and KWL charts. Graphic 
organizers can be used to assess ELLs’ understanding of relationships, ideas, or concepts. 

 

Item Description 

Character Map 
Helps describe in detail the main character, their thoughts and actions. Good 
for short stories and novels. 

Clustering Good for organization of concepts, ideas, and as a pre-reading activity. 

Compare/Contrast 
Helps with similarities and differences in characters, situations, and 
concepts. 

Concept Map Good pre-writing activity. Helps with organization of main ideas and details. 

Cornell Note-taking 
Good for organizing information gained from reading textbooks or expository 
materials. 

Fishbone Good for organizing details and events through cause and effect. 

Hypothesizing Good in helping to identify the three main components of a hypothesis. 

K-W-H-L Chart Good for tapping background information prior to introducing a new concept. 

Plot Diagram Good for diagramming and outlining the plot and elements of a story. 

Sequence of Events 
Chart 

Good for placing main events in their order of occurrence. 

Spider Map Helpful with organizing several ideas with supporting details. 

SQ3R Good reading strategy used to comprehend expository material. 

Story Map Helps with the outline or blueprint of a fictional story. 

Storyboard Helps to illustrate the main events. 

Timeline Helps with sequencing events in their proper order. 

Tree 
Helps with connections about different ideas and details. Useful when 
background knowledge is limited. 



Venn Diagram 
Good for comparison of ideas, concepts, and character traits. Useful as a 
pre-writing activity. 

W's Organizer 
Helps with organizing factual ideas around the 5 main questions: who, what, 
where, when and why. 

Web 
Helpful with developing a framework for ideas and concepts. Useful pre-
writing activity. 

Wheel and Spoke 
Diagram 

Helpful with developing a framework for ideas and concepts. Useful pre-
writing activity. 

 

 
 
Guided Reciprocal Peer Questioning: 
Guided Reciprocal Peer Questioning enables ELLs to develop questions about new material or recognize what they don’t 
know. ELLs are given open-ended questions (e.g. “explain how…”, “what if…?” “how does _____ affect _____?”) that they 
ask each other. 
 
Idea Spinner: 
The teacher creates a spinner marked into 4 quadrants and labeled “Predict, Explain, Summarize, Evaluate.” After new 
material is presented, the teacher spins the spinner and asks ELLs to answer a question based on the location of the 
spinner. For example, if the spinner lands in the “Summarize” quadrant, the teacher might say, “List the key concepts just 
presented.” 
 
Index Card Summaries/Questions: 
Ask ELLs to write on both sides with these instructions: (Side1) Based on our study of (unit topic), list a big idea that you 
understand and word it as a summary statement. (Side 2) Identify something about (unit topic) that you do not yet fully 
understand and word it as a statement or question. 
 
Inside-Outside Circle: 

 ELLs stand in concentric circles facing each other. 

 ELLs in the outside circle ask questions; those inside answer. 

 On a signal, ELLs rotate to create new partnerships. 

 On another signal, ELLs trade inside/outside roles. 

 
 
 



Jigsaw: 

 Group ELLs evenly into “expert” groups. 

 Expert groups study one topic or aspect of a topic in depth. 

 Regroup ELLs so that each new group has at least one member from each expert group. 

 Experts report on their study. Other ELLs learn from the experts. 

 
Journal Entry: 
ELLs record in a journal their understanding of the topic, concept or lesson taught. The teacher reviews the entry to see if 
the ELL has gained an understanding of the topic, lesson or concept that was taught. 
 
3-Minute Pause: 
The Three-Minute Pause provides a chance for ELLs to stop, reflect on the concepts and ideas that have just been 
introduced, make connections to prior knowledge or experience, and seek clarification. 

 I changed my attitude about… 

 I became more aware of… 

 I was surprised about… 

 I felt… 

 I related to… 

 I empathized with… 

Manipulatives: 
ELLs can use manipulatives to further their understanding of the vocabulary being used to support a certain subject. As 
an ELL views and manipulates real objects, they are able to better absorb the vocabulary associated with those objects. 
 
Muddiest Point:  
The Muddiest Point is an informal assessment strategy used to help the teacher identify a lesson’s most confusing points. 
ELLs are asked to write down the most confusing or problematic concept from a given lesson via a 3x5 card or email 
message to the teacher. The teacher, in turn, collects the “muddiest points” from the ELLs and then addresses these 
issues more completely during a follow-up lesson to improve ELLs’ understanding. 
 
Note Cards: 
ELLs use note cards during oral presentations. When using a note card, make sure that the words or texts can be easily 
read. For instance, on a 3x5 card, ELL should have no more than 3 lines – one line at the top, one line in the middle, and 
one line toward the bottom. 
 
 



Numbered Heads: 

 ELLs number off within each group. 

 Teacher prompts or gives a directive. 

 ELLs think individually about the topic. 

 Groups discuss the topic so that any member of the group can report for the group. 

 Teacher calls a number and the ELL from each group with that number reports for the group. 

 

Observation: 
Walk around the classroom and observe ELLs as they work to check for learning. Strategies include: 

 Anecdotal Records 

 Conferences 

 Checklists 

One-Minute Paper: 
The minute paper is an informal assessment technique that asks ELLs a simple question about some aspect of the class 
that they can answer in a minute. The points can be discussed at the beginning of the next class as a review before 
proceeding to the next topic. This activity helps ELLs consolidate and reflect on key information and provide immediate 
feedback to the instructor.  
 
One Sentence Summary: 
ELLs are asked to write a summary sentence that answers the “who, what, where, when, why, how” questions about the 
topic. 
 
One Word Summary: 
Select (or invent) one word which best summarizes a topic. 
 
Outlines: 
An outline is a framework that allows ELLs to organize and follow information that they are receiving. Outlines can be 
blank or partially filled in to vary difficulty. 
 
Pairs Check: 
Pairs Check is a technique in which teams of 4 work in pairs on a problem. One ELL works on the problem while a second 
ELL coaches and then these ELLs switch roles. In the next step, each pair checks their work by checking with the other 
pair. 
 
 



Paraphrasing: 
Paraphrasing is a support that helps ELLs think through specific academic vocabulary that they come across in academic 
reading and summarize the big idea contained within. When ELLs paraphrase, it helps teachers assess whether ELLs 
truly understand what they are reading. 
 
Quick Write: 
A Quick Write is an informal assessment tool requiring ELLs to write for a short time (less than 10 minutes), focusing on 
content, not grammar. 
 
Quiz: 
Quizzes assess ELLs for factual information, concepts and discrete skill. There is usually a single best answer. Some quiz 
examples are: 

 Multiple Choice 

 True/False 

 Short Answer 

 Matching 

RSQC2: 
In two minutes, ELLs recall and list in rank order the most important ideas from a previous day’s class; in two more 
minutes, they summarize those points in a single sentence, then write one major question they want answered, then 
identify a thread or theme to connect this material to the course’s major goal. 
 
Role Play: 
Role play is a simulation exercise where ELLs take on assumed roles in order to act out a scenario in a contrived setting. 
The ELLs can act out the assigned roles in order to explore the scenario, apply skills (maybe communication, negotiation, 
debate, et.), experience the scenario from another view point, evoke and understand emotions that maybe alien to them. 
It helps to make sense of theory and gathers together the concepts into a practical experience. 
 
Rotation Reflection: 

 Post charts around the room with a related topic written on each sheet. 

 Small groups gather at each location to give ideas and views on the chart topic. 

 A recorder fills in the charts with great ideas generated. 

 A signal is given for the groups to move to the next chart and respond to the topic. 

 Groups continue around the room, visiting each chart in turn and adding ideas. 

 
 



Roundtable: 

 Seat ELLs around a table in groups of four. 

 Teacher asks a question with many possible answers. 

 Each ELL around the table answers the question a different way. 

Roving Reporter: 
A Roving Reporter is a member of a team who roams around the room seeking ideas and help from other groups. 
 
Self-Assessment: 
Self assessment is a process in which ELLs collect information about their own learning, analyze what it reveals about 
their progress toward the intended learning goals and plan the next steps in their learning 
Sentence Frames: 
Sentence frames are given to ELLs to help them structure their thoughts in English. Each frame is made of a mostly 
completed sentence and one or more blank spaces. ELLs need to fill in the blanks with their own ideas. The same 
sentence frame can apply to multiple characters, settings, etc. in the text. 
 
Sentence Starters: 
Sentence starters allow teachers to help ELLs begin their response to a question. This support allows teachers to provide 
ELLs with the language they need to write at a pace that is closer to their peers. It also teaches ELLs the appropriate 
sentence structure to use when responding to certain kinds of questions. 
 
Shared Writing: 
Teacher and ELLs write a story to be used as a class model; or with their peers, ELLs are allowed to share their work to 
build upon their writing task. 
 
Songs/Chants: 
Vocabulary is supported in a meaningful way when songs and chants are used in the classroom. ELLs who are learning 
new concepts often have a better chance to commit them to memory when songs and chants are being used. Often times, 
teachers will integrate content information into common tunes that their ELLs know. 
 
Small Group Problem Solving: 

 Each group has a different problem to tackle. 

Talking Topic: 

 Form A/B partners. 

 A tells a fact to B. 

 B gives another fact back. 

 Partners keep swapping facts back and forth. 



Team Word Webbing: 

 Provide each team with a single large piece of paper. Give each ELL a different colored marker. 

 Teacher assigns a topic for a word web. 

 Each ELL adds to the part of the web nearest to him/her. 

 On a signal, ELLs rotate the paper and each ELL adds to the nearest part again. 

Think, Pair, Share: 

 ELLs think about a topic suggested by the teacher. 

 Pairs discuss the topic. 

 ELLs individually share information with the class. 

Think, Pair, Square: 
Think-Pair-Square is the same as Think-Pair-Share except that ELLs share their answers with another pair. 
 
Three-Step Interview: 

 ELLs form pairs. 

 ELL A interviews ELL B about a topic. 

 Partners reverse roles. 

 ELL A shares with the class information from ELL B; then B shares information from ELL A. 

Thumb It: 
Have ELLs respond with the position of their thumb to get an assessment. 
Where am I now in my understanding of ____________________? 

 Upside thumb (know a lot about this) 

 Onside thumb/sideways (know some) 

 Downside (know very little) 

Ticket to Leave: 
Closing activity where ELLs respond in writing or verbally to short assignments Total Physical Response (TPR): 
Just like its name suggests, this support involves listening to vocabulary in a second language and responding to that 
language with physical movements. TPR consistently groups certain language with specific, representative physical 
movements. 
 
Traffic Light Cards: 
Every ELLs has a red, yellow and green card. If a ELLs shows their yellow card, it means the teacher is going too fast. If 
they want to stop and ask a question, they show red. The teacher can then choose a child showing green or yellow to 
answer. 



 
Turn-To-Your-Neighbor: 
This is a very useful technique for any size class. With this approach, staff give their ELLs a problem to work on (e.g., 
figures or tables to interpret, a written question) and simply ask them to “turn to their neighbors” in the class and discuss 
the problem. ELLs should work in small groups. 
 
Umpire: 
Umpire is a technique whereby one ELL responds to a teacher question, then the teacher immediately looks down the row 
of chairs or tables and points to another ELL or group of ELLs to determine if they agree with the initial ELL’s response 
(e.g., “Do you agree with Tim’s definition of circumference?”, “Is his answer correct?”, or “What do you think?” 
 
Vocabulary Frame: 
ELLs create vocabulary frames using concept terms. They develop a definition based on their own understanding (right 
corner), as well as the opposite (left corner). Finally, they will write a quirky sentence to remind them of the word’s 
meaning (lower left corner) and a quick sketch (lower right corner). 
 
Word Bank: 
Word banks are boxes that contain key academic vocabulary words that help ELLs complete tasks. The words help ELLs 
think through the pertinent vocabulary that they need. Usually these words do not have definitions that accompany them, 
but sometimes they are linked to pictures. 
 
Word Wall (Illustrated/Non-Illustrated): 
A word wall is a list of key academic vocabulary words (from a specific unit) that are placed in a classroom so that 
everyone can reference them. Often, for ELLs, words are accompanied by matching pictures. When words are placed on 
a word wall, they should be defined and emphasized in lessons so that ELLs know where words are when they need to 
reference them. 
 
Wraparounds: 
Participants form a circle. Each individual takes a turn telling: 

 Something he will use from the information or activities learned today. 

 Something he will remember from today. 

 A significant AHA! from the lesson. 

Write Before Discussion: 
Write Before Discussion is an approach used to enhance a discussion with “low stakes” writing. ELLs are asked a 
question and given a few minutes to briefly write answers or comments. What they write is for their use only and not 
handed into the teacher. ELLs need to understand why this is useful for the discussion and can help them write better 
(otherwise they may not take the exercise seriously). 



 
Y Graphic Organizer: 
A Y Graphic Organizer is a three-part chart embedded in a pie chart. In other words, the pie chart is divided into three 
sections forming the letter, Y. A ELL can use a Y-Chart to help organize what they know about a topic by writing and/or 
drawing what the topic looks like, feels like, and sounds like. The ELLs must think about a topic with respect to three of 
their senses, sight, hearing, and touch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

K-12 
DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION FOR ELL STUDENTS 

 

Suggestions for Differentiation/Accommodations/Modifications 

 

List the main objective on the assignment sheet or board, but offer two or three different ways that students can 
learn or master the objective. 
 
Provide formative assessments that are graded, but not recorded, in order to provide students the opportunity to 
monitor their progress and understanding. 
 
Provide opportunities for small group discussion of homework to go over what they have learned and/or what they 
may still be struggling with, and to receive feedback from their peers who may have a better understanding of the 
concepts studied. 
 
Use peer buddies in which pairs of students check each other’s readiness to begin the next task. 
 
Offer a variety of ways students can present what they have learned: formal writing, group presentations, group 
debate, video presentations, journalistic publications, animated tales, etc. 
 
Develop a list of alternative teaching activities/assessments including, but not limited to: 
 

1. Give ELLs more wait time/think time. 

2. Assign ELLs a bilingual or English-speaking peer buddy. 

3. Simplify the language of instruction, not the concept being taught. 

4. Teach strategies for using context clues to infer meaning. 

5. Provide additional time to complete assignments (particularly written) and tests. 

6. Organize an exercise to reinforce and review lesson content (anchor charts). 

7. Break instruction into smaller manageable units (checklist). 

8. Simplify complex tasks and provide guidance through steps needed for task. 

9. Plan cooperative learning experiences and put students in small groups. 

10. Build background knowledge before teaching a lesson and pre-teach important vocabulary. 



11. Use bilingual dictionaries, picture dictionaries, and electronic translators. 

12. Incorporate the 4 skills of language acquisition: reading/writing/listening/speaking. 

13. Use oral and written questioning to check comprehension. 

14. Provide verbal embellishments during lecture to enhance understanding. 

15. Provide hands on activities using manipulative materials to reinforce concepts presented.  

16. Encourage ELLs to utilize color cues/highlight notes. 

17. Ignore spelling or grammar errors except for when explicitly taught. 

18. Use physical activity: model, role-play, and act out. 

19. Use a variety of visual aids and objects, like graphic organizers and pictures, to reinforce concepts. 

20. Read test to ELL if necessary. 

21. Simplify complex instructions and questions. 

22. Encourage participation and provide positive feedback. 

23. Use physical demonstration (point, gesture, act out, thumbs up/down, nod yes/no) 

24. Provide one-on-one instruction. 

25. Assign preferential seating. 

26. Provide test with modifications (choice questions: yes/no, either/or, multiple choice). 

27. Provide written directions to reinforce oral directions. 

28. Clarify vocabulary or directions on a test. 

29. Allow ELLs to take breaks when working. 

30. Develop a weekly vocabulary word list. 

31. Provide word banks (display vocabulary words on charts, posters, word wall). 

32. Repeat and rephrase often while checking for understanding. 

33. Modify the amount of information for which ELLs are held accountable. 

34. Impart information through oral, visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning modalities. 

35. Modify length of assignment. 

36. Use supplementary materials to promote comprehension. 

37. Provide advance notice for upcoming test. 

38. Write in print unless specifically teaching the manuscript alphabet. 

39. Provide study guides. 

40. Let ELLs copy your or someone else’s notes. 

41. Give ELLs an outline of the lesson that highlights the key concepts. 

42. Speak clearly, using short, but complete sentences. 

43. Stay in close communication with the ESL teacher. 

44. Avoid idioms and sarcasm. 



45. Allow oral rather than written responses. 

46. Utilize choral reading. 

47. Identify cognates to help ELLs with new words. 

48. Use an alternative instructional method to address individual learning styles. 

49. Use guided reading lessons. 

50. Teach strategies using context clues. 

51. Break task down and provide guidance through steps needed for task. 

52. Provide one-on-one and small group instruction. 

53. Provide written cues during lecture/discussion. 

54. Direct questioning to elicit information of a factual and inferential nature. 

55. Have students discuss/write/draw brief summaries of chapters. 

56. Provide manipulative materials to reinforce concepts presented. 

57. Allow use of assistive technology/laptop or computer. 

58. Check content of notes for accuracy. 

59. Assist student with organization. 

60. Prompt students to stay on task. 

61. Modify seating arrangement. 

62. Provide test with modifications. 

63. Correlate reading vocabulary with content area. 

64. Provide a weekly vocabulary word list. 

65. Provide a word bank for test. 

66. Allow use of mnemonic techniques during testing. 

67. Utilize an alternative assessment. 

68. Check organization of notebook. 

69. Provide a copy of class notes. 

70. Provide extra time for test. 

71. Check for understanding of direction and/or concepts. 

72. Offer choices for homework assignments. 

73. Provide two or three choices for how students practice or apply what they have learned from a class lecture or demonstration. 

74. Have students supplement the information gleaned from their textbook with either supporting or conflicting information from a 

different text or online source. 

75. Use popular adolescent art forms (music, films, video games) to help students apply and understand concepts. 
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75. Songs/Chants  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/InteractionSupports/SongsChants.pdf 
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http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/InteractionSupports/TeacherModeling.pdf 
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http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/Technology.pdf 
 
84. Template  
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85. Think Alouds  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/InteractionSupports/ThinkAlouds.pdf 
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87. Total Physical Response  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/TotalPhysicalResponse.pdf 
 
88. Venn Diagram  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/VennDiagram.pdf 
 
89. Video Clips and Films  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/VideosClipsFilms.pdf 
 
90. Visuals  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/Visuals.pdf 
 
91. Vocabulary Flash Cards  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/VocabularyFlashCards.pdf 
 
92. Vocabulary Frame  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/VocabularyFrame.pdf 
 
93. Web  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/Webs.pdf 
 
94. Whole group  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/InteractionSupports/InAWholeGroup.pdf 
 
95. Word Bank  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/WordBank.pdf 
 
96. Word/Picture Wall  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/ClassroomDisplays/Wordpicturewall.pdf 
 
97. Word Sort Cards  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/WordSortCards.pdf 
 
98. Word Wall  
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/ClassroomDisplays/WordWall.pdf 
  

 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/TotalPhysicalResponse.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/VennDiagram.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/VideosClipsFilms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/Visualizations/Visuals.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/VocabularyFlashCards.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/VocabularyFrame.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/GraphicOrganizersWorksheets/Webs.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/InteractionSupports/InAWholeGroup.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/WordBank.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/ClassroomDisplays/Wordpicturewall.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/TextSupports/WordSortCards.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ellscaffolding/ClassroomDisplays/WordWall.pdf


 

KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION 
Gifted and Talented – Pre-K – 2nd Grade 

 

Suggestions for Differentiation 

 

Create a literacy-rich environment - one in which students have many opportunities to listen, read, write, 
and speak. 
 

Use extended text forms such as poems, books, magazines, and newspapers as opposed to the mere 
reading of letters, words, phrases, and single sentences.  
 

Emphasize comprehension skills as opposed to decoding. 
 

Provide many opportunities to write both before and after reading.  
 

Offer multiple ways for students to demonstrate learning: written, verbally, physically, or drawn. 
 

Allow for several high-ability students to be placed in the same group in order to challenge them. 
 

Set up learning centers where students can engage in activities designed to extend their understanding 
and thinking about a topic. Activities may include working on an individual or small group investigation, 
watching a DVD, listening to a CD, or working on a computer activity.  
 

Incorporate Multiple Intelligences into lessons to ensure that every student will be individually challenged 
in one or more specific area.  
 

Develop a list of alternative teaching activities/assessments including, but not limited to: 
 

1. Use an inquiry-based study of appropriate children's literature.  

2. Encourage and provide time to pursue free reading based on student interests.  

3. Individualize a reading program that diagnoses reading level and prescribes reading material based on that level. 

4. Form a literary group of students with similar interests for discussion.  



5. Provide literature that is broad-based in form (myths, non-fiction, biography, poetry, etc.) rich in language and 

provides role models for emulation.  

6. Utilize children's literature that involves finding solutions to scientific, environmental, and mathematical problems 

or mysteries.  

7. Encourage participation in library-based programs.  

8. Provide the opportunity for author study by having the child read several books by the same author.  

9. Use a writing program that encourages elaboration and incorporation of ideas from literature into stories.  

10. Develop expository writing skills.  

11. Encourage personal journal writing.  

12. Encourage parents to transcribe child's stories at home.  

13. Have students draw pictures to illustrate their stories and develop titles for them.  

14. Use tape recorders to initially record a story and transcribe it later.   

15. Encourage free story building; provide students with a set of givens (character, plot pieces, a setting)  

16. Have students respond in writing to a piece of music, a picture, or a poem presented in class. 

17. Allow young students the freedom to write without requiring accurate spelling and grammar.  

18. Provide opportunities for students to read written work out loud to individuals or to small groups of students. 

19. Use writing skills across the curriculum.  

20. Teach word processing.  

21. Include experiences in foreign language in the curriculum.  

22. Use storytelling techniques.  

23. Focus on vocabulary building.  

24. Provide opportunities for student to speak in public settings.  

25. Provide the opportunity for the child to act out what is read.  

26. Focus on problem solving skills with appropriately challenging problems.  

27. Focus on logic problems that require deductive thinking skills and inference.  

28. Emphasize mathematical concepts more and computational skills less.  



29. Emphasize applications of mathematics in the real world through creation of special projects..  

30. Apply mathematical concepts across the curriculum. 

31. Utilize a diagnostic-prescriptive approach to mathematics that allows the student to move at a fast pace and not be 

subject to instruction in skills already learned.  

32. Teach the creative process in mathematics including problem finding and problem solving.  

33. Allow student to substitute the 5 most difficult problems in a set for the 10 easiest.  

34. Provide manipulatives such as pattern blocks, tangrams and Cuisenaire rods.  

35. Provide opportunities to visit museums of science and natural history. 

36. Provide reading material that suggests experiments the child can try and also provide a balance between text and 

activities.  

37. Help the child develop a scientific hobby like birdwatching, shell collecting, gardening, or electronics..  

38. Provide opportunities for naturalistic observation at the beach, mountains, or local pond.  

39. Provide well-made scientific toys.  

40. Provide basic tools like a magnifying glass, binoculars, and a camera.  

41. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about scientists.  

42. Provide opportunities for interacting with practicing scientists.  

43. Place a strong emphasis on the inquiry process.  

44. Teach skills that help children to define a problem, make an hypothesis, and draw implications from data.  

45. Use open-ended questioning techniques.  

46. Foster use of collaborative techniques by allowing students to work in small groups.  

47. Teach critical thinking skills.  

48. Provide opportunities for students to develop timelines.  

49. Teach visual spatialization techniques. 

50. Teach mapping strategies.  

51. Teach metacognition.  

52. Use puzzles and mazes.  



53. Develop understanding of cultures.  

54. Study the development of cities.  

55. Develop geography skills and map making.  

56. Prepare a skit or play for production.  

57. Provide art appreciation opportunities.  

58. Provide music opportunities.  

59. Provide dramatic instruction.  

60. Provide opportunities for dance and movement.  

61. Teach role-playing.  

62. Introduce various artistic forms.  

63. Introduce various musical forms.  

64. Use biographies of creative people.  

65. Teach creative problem-solving.  

66. Use brainstorming.  

67. Provide exhibition space for student products.  

68. Allow the child to create new endings for stories read.  

69. Suggest the child illustrate original stories.  

70. Consider providing an artist mentor.  

71. Provide unstructured activities, allowing the student to choose the medium of expression.  

72. Encourage leadership skills through work with small groups in academic settings.  

73. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about high achievers.  

74. Provide support for the child as he/she copes with the inevitable frustrations and challenges in working with 

others to accomplish a goal. 

REFERENCES 
 
Handbooks for Teachers: Gifted and Talented Students (2013) Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Education  
 
VanTassel-Baska, J. (1998). Excellence in educating gifted and talented learners. Denver: Love.  



KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION 
Gifted and Talented – 3rd – 5th Grade 

 

Suggestions for Differentiation 

 

Create a literacy-rich environment - one in which students have many opportunities to listen, read, write, 
and speak. 
 
Use extended text forms such as poems, books, magazines, and newspapers as opposed to the mere 
reading of letters, words, phrases, and single sentences.  
 
Provide many opportunities to write both before and after reading.  
 
Offer multiple ways for students to demonstrate learning: written, verbally, physically, or drawn. 
 
Allow for several high-ability students to be placed in the same group in order to challenge them. 
 
Allow able learners to work independently on a topic or project either to pursue a classroom idea in 
greater depth or faster pace, or to explore an area of personal interest.  
 

Create enrichment clusters that allow students with a common interest to meet in non-graded groups to 
pursue their interests during specially designated time blocks with a product or a service as the focused 
outcome.  
 
Adapt the prescribed curriculum to meet the needs of above-average learners by assessing students’ skills 
and knowledge about a topic prior to instruction, and then eliminating work which has been previously 
mastered, or streamlining work for students who are capable of mastering it at a faster pace.  
 
Tier assignments so students work on the same content, but are asked different questions and are 
provided with different activities which are assigned according to ability.  
 



Allow students to complete bibliotherapy by studying the behavior of characters in a story to explore 
how they think, feel, and respond in a variety of situations. By asking them to place themselves in the 
positions of character in the story, they can discuss motivations and outcomes, see different points of 
view and practice problem solving.  
 

Offer inquiry-oriented webquests which allow students to use the resources on a topic that work best for 
their level of understanding and ability.  
 
Set up learning centers where students can engage in activities designed to extend their understanding 
and thinking about a topic. Activities may include working on an individual or small group investigation, 
watching a DVD, listening to a CD, or working on a computer activity.  
 
Encourage students to create their own product assignment as long as they contain required elements 
(choice boards, game creating, websites, podcaste, movie making, wikis, tic-tac-toe menus) 
 
Incorporate Multiple Intelligences into lessons to ensure that every student will be individually challenged 
in one or more specific area.  
 

Develop a list of alternative teaching activities/assessments including, but not limited to: 
 

1. Use an inquiry-based study of appropriate children's literature.  

2. Select biographies and books in the content areas (including subjects dealing with multicultural issues) for 

supplementary reading.  

3. Encourage and provide time to pursue free reading based on student interests.  

4. Individualize a reading program that diagnoses reading level and prescribes reading material based on that level. 

5. Form a literary group of students with similar interests for discussion.  

6. Provide literature that is broad-based in form (myths, non-fiction, biography, poetry, etc.) rich in language and 

provides role models for emulation.  

7. Utilize children's literature that involves finding solutions to scientific, environmental, and mathematical problems 

or mysteries.  

8. Encourage participation in library-based programs.  



9. Introduce student to new genre of books (e.g., science fiction).  

10. Provide the opportunity for author study by having the child read several books by the same author.  

11. Provide the opportunity for topic study by having the child read several books on the same topic and contrasting 

authors and writing styles.  

12. Use a writing program that encourages elaboration and incorporation of ideas from literature into stories.  

13. Develop expository writing skills.  

14. Encourage personal journal writing.  

15. Encourage use of a wide variety of words in writing through use of thesaurus and dictionary.  

16. Suggest keeping a journal for "word of the day" or "word of the week". 

17. Encourage parents to transcribe child's stories at home.  

18. Have students draw pictures to illustrate their stories and develop titles for them.  

19. Use tape recorders to initially record a story and transcribe it later.   

20. Encourage free story building; provide students with a set of givens (character, plot pieces, a setting)  

21. Have students respond in writing to a piece of music, a picture, or a poem presented in class.  

22. Allow young students the freedom to write without requiring accurate spelling and grammar.  

23. Provide opportunities for students to read written work out loud to individuals or to small groups of students. 

24. Encourage child to submit written work for publication to children's magazines.  

25. Teach the writing process: prewriting, organizing, writing, editing and rewriting.  

26. Use writing skills across the curriculum.  

27. Teach word processing.  

28. Include experiences in foreign language in the curriculum.  

29. Use storytelling techniques.  

30. Teach debating skills.  

31. Focus on vocabulary building.  

32. Develop word relationship skills (e.g., analogies, antonyms, homonyms).  

33. Allow for oral reports before the class.  



34. Provide opportunities for student to speak in public settings.  

35. Provide the opportunity for the child to act out what is read.  

36. Teach oral presentation skills.  

37. Focus on developing spatial skills and concepts through geometry and other media.   

38. Focus on problem solving skills with appropriately challenging problems.  

39. Use calculators and computers as tools in the problem-solving process.  

40. Focus on logic problems that require deductive thinking skills and inference.  

41. Emphasize mathematical concepts more and computational skills less.  

42. Emphasize applications of mathematics in the real world through creation of special projects..  

43. Emphasize algebraic manipulation.  

44. Focus on the use of probability, estimation, statistics, and computer technology.  

45. Apply mathematical concepts across the curriculum, for example, by having the child read and report on a book 

about a famous mathematician, assess the mathematical challenges of planning a Civil War battle or study a unit on 

the history of mathematics.  

46. Utilize a diagnostic-prescriptive approach to mathematics that allows the student to move at a fast pace and not be 

subject to instruction in skills already learned.  

47. Teach the creative process in mathematics including problem finding and problem solving.  

48. Allow student to substitute the 5 most difficult problems in a set for the 10 easiest.  

49. Provide manipulatives such as pattern blocks, tangrams and Cuisenaire rods.  

50. Provide opportunities for the study of computer technology.  

51. Provide opportunities to visit museums of science and natural history. 

52. Provide reading material that suggests experiments the child can try and also provide a balance between text and 

activities.  

53. Help the child develop a scientific hobby like birdwatching, shell collecting, gardening, or electronics..  

54. Provide opportunities for naturalistic observation at the beach, mountains, or local pond.  

55. Provide well-made scientific toys.  



56. Provide basic tools like a magnifying glass, binoculars, and a camera.  

57. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about scientists.  

58. Provide opportunities for interacting with practicing scientists.  

59. Place a strong emphasis on the inquiry process.  

60. Teach skills that help children to define a problem, make an hypothesis, and draw implications from data.  

61. Teach the child to conduct literature searches.  

62. Use open-ended questioning techniques.  

63. Foster use of collaborative techniques by allowing students to work in small groups.  

64. Focus on problems that require deductive thinking skills and inference.  

65. Teach critical thinking skills. 

66. Provide opportunities for students to develop timelines.  

67. Teach visual spatialization techniques. 

68. Teach mapping strategies.  

69. Teach metacognition.  

70. Use puzzles and mazes.  

71. Develop understanding of cultures.  

72. Study the development of cities.  

73. Develop geography skills and map making.  

74. Develop cultural literacy around important historical events in American history and world history. 

75. Develop an understanding of global interdependence.  

76. Analyze primary documents, including the Declaration of Independence.  

77. Assist the child in selecting reading in history, biography and historical fiction.  

78. Foster discussion of social and environmental issues. 

79. Practice skills of fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality.  

80. Work on specific product development.  

81. Prepare a skit or play for production.  



82. Provide art appreciation opportunities.  

83. Provide music opportunities.  

84. Provide dramatic instruction.  

85. Provide opportunities for dance and movement.  

86. Teach role-playing.  

87. Provide "collage" experience across art, music, literature.  

88. Introduce various artistic forms.  

89. Introduce various musical forms.  

90. Use biographies of creative people.  

91. Teach creative problem-solving.  

92. Use brainstorming.  

93. Provide exhibition space for student products.  

94. Provide opportunities to illustrate school publications.  

95. Allow the child to create new endings for stories read.  

96. Suggest the child illustrate original stories.  

97. Provide unstructured activities, allowing the student to choose the medium of expression.  

98. Encourage leadership skills through work with small groups in academic settings.  

99. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about high achievers.  

100. Provide support for the child as he/she copes with the inevitable frustrations and challenges in working 

with others to accomplish a goal. 

 
REFERENCES 
 
Handbooks for Teachers: Gifted and Talented Students (2013) Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Education  
 
VanTassel-Baska, J. (1998). Excellence in educating gifted and talented learners. Denver: Love.  
 
 

 



KEARNY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION 
Gifted and Talented – 6th- 12th Grade 

 

Suggestions for Differentiation 

 

Create a literacy-rich environment - one in which students have many opportunities to listen, read, write, 
and speak. 
 
Use extended text forms such as poems, books, magazines, and newspapers as opposed to the mere 
reading of letters, words, phrases, and single sentences.  
 
Provide many opportunities to write both before and after reading.  
 
Offer multiple ways for students to demonstrate learning: written, verbally, physically, or drawn. 
 

Allow for several high-ability students to be placed in the same group in order to challenge them. 
 
Allow able learners to work independently on a topic or project either to pursue a classroom idea in 
greater depth or faster pace, or to explore an area of personal interest.  
 

Create enrichment clusters that allow students with a common interest to meet in non-graded groups to 
pursue their interests during specially designated time blocks with a product or a service as the focused 
outcome.  
 
Adapt the prescribed curriculum to meet the needs of above-average learners by assessing students’ skills 
and knowledge about a topic prior to instruction, and then eliminating work which has been previously 
mastered, or streamlining work for students who are capable of mastering it at a faster pace.  
 
Tier assignments so students work on the same content, but are asked different questions and are 
provided with different activities which are assigned according to ability.  
 



Allow students to complete bibliotherapy by studying the behavior of characters in a story to explore 
how they think, feel, and respond in a variety of situations. By asking them to place themselves in the 
positions of character in the story, they can discuss motivations and outcomes, see different points of 
view and practice problem solving.  
 

Offer inquiry-oriented webquests which allow students to use the resources on a topic that work best for 
their level of understanding and ability.  
 
Set up learning centers where students can engage in activities designed to extend their understanding 
and thinking about a topic. Activities may include working on an individual or small group investigation, 
watching a DVD, listening to a CD, or working on a computer activity.  
 
When studying a theme or unit, choose novels of varying difficulty on the same topic. 
 

Encourage students to create their own product assignment as long as they contain required elements 
(choice boards, game creating, websites, podcaste, movie making, wikis, tic-tac-toe menus) 
 
Incorporate Multiple Intelligences into lessons to ensure that every student will be individually challenged 
in one or more specific area.  
 
Develop a list of alternative teaching activities/assessments including, but not limited to: 
 

1. Select biographies and books in the content areas (including subjects dealing with multicultural issues) for 

supplementary reading.  

2. Encourage and provide time to pursue free reading based on student interests.  

3. Form a literary group of students with similar interests for discussion.  

4. Provide literature that is broad-based in form (myths, non-fiction, biography, poetry, etc.) rich in language and 

provides role models for emulation.  

5. Introduce student to new genre of books (e.g., science fiction).  

6. Provide the opportunity for author study by having the child read several books by the same author.  



7. Provide the opportunity for topic study by having the child read several books on the same topic and contrasting 

authors and writing styles.  

8. Use a writing program that encourages elaboration and incorporation of ideas from literature into stories.  

9. Develop expository writing skills.  

10. Encourage extra-curricular experiences that are language-based such as school paper or yearbook.  

11. Encourage personal journal writing.  

12. Encourage use of a wide variety of words in writing through use of thesaurus and dictionary.  

13. Use tape recorders to initially record a story and transcribe it later.   

14. Have students respond in writing to a piece of music, a picture, or a poem presented in class.  

15. Provide opportunities for students to read written work out loud to individuals or to small groups of students. 

16. Encourage child to submit written work for publication to children's magazines.  

17. Attend available creative writing opportunities (e.g., special courses or writing camps).  

18. Teach the writing process: prewriting, organizing, writing, editing and rewriting.  

19. Use writing skills across the curriculum.  

20. Teach word processing.  

21. Include experiences in foreign language in the curriculum.  

22. Use storytelling techniques.  

23. Teach debating skills.  

24. Focus on vocabulary building.  

25. Develop word relationship skills (e.g., analogies, antonyms, homonyms).  

26. Allow for oral reports before the class.  

27. Encourage child to join debate team.  

28. Provide opportunities for student to speak in public settings.  

29. Encourage theater club participation.  

30.  Provide the opportunity for the child to act out what is read.  

31. Teach oral presentation skills.  



32. Focus on developing spatial skills and concepts through geometry and other media.   

33. Focus on problem solving skills with appropriately challenging problems.  

34. Use calculators and computers as tools in the problem-solving process.  

35. Focus on logic problems that require deductive thinking skills and inference.  

36. Emphasize mathematical concepts more and computational skills less.  

37. Emphasize applications of mathematics in the real world through creation of special projects..  

38. Emphasize algebraic manipulation.  

39. Focus on the use of probability, estimation, statistics, and computer technology.  

40. Apply mathematical concepts across the curriculum, for example, by having the child read and report on a book 

about a famous mathematician, assess the mathematical challenges of planning a Civil War battle or study a unit on 

the history of mathematics.  

41. Facilitate the child's attendance at career seminars in math.  

42. Utilize a diagnostic-prescriptive approach to mathematics that allows the student to move at a fast pace and not be 

subject to instruction in skills already learned.  

43. Begin college preparatory courses as soon as possible.  

44. Teach the creative process in mathematics including problem finding and problem solving.  

45. Encourage the student to participate in math related challenges such as Math Olympics, Math Counts, Virginia 

Math League and The Great Computer Challenge.  

46. Allow student to substitute the 5 most difficult problems in a set for the 10 easiest.  

47. Utilize computer assisted drawing programs.   

48. Assist the student in developing her/his own computer programs dealing with problem solving skills.  

49. Provide opportunities for the study of computer technology.  

50. Provide opportunities to visit museums of science and natural history. 

51. Provide reading material that suggests experiments the child can try and also provide a balance between text and 

activities.  

52. Help the child develop a scientific hobby like birdwatching, shell collecting, gardening, or electronics..  



53. Provide opportunities for naturalistic observation at the beach, mountains, or local pond.  

54. Provide basic tools like a magnifying glass, binoculars, and a camera.  

55. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about scientists.  

56. Provide opportunities for interacting with practicing scientists.  

57. Place a strong emphasis on the inquiry process.  

58. Emphasize topics that place science in the context of human decision making and social policy.  

59. Teach skills that help children to define a problem, make an hypothesis, and draw implications from data.  

60. Teach the child to conduct literature searches.  

61. Use open-ended questioning techniques.  

62. Foster use of collaborative techniques by allowing students to work in small groups.  

63. Establish a science mentorship program.   

64. Explore educational programming at community facilities such as NASA and CEBAF.  

65. Suggest the student volunteer in a hospital, doctor's office, veterinary clinic, or science museum.  

66. Focus on problems that require deductive thinking skills and inference.  

67. Teach critical thinking skills.  

68. Provide opportunities for students to develop timelines.  

69. Teach visual spatialization techniques. 

70. Teach mapping strategies.  

71. Teach metacognition.  

72. Use puzzles and mazes.  

73. Develop understanding of cultures.  

74. Study the development of cities.  

75. Develop geography skills and map making.  

76. Develop cultural literacy around important historical events in American history and world history. 

77. Develop an understanding of global interdependence.  

78. Analyze primary documents, including the Declaration of Independence.  



79. Assist the child in selecting reading in history, biography and historical fiction.  

80. Foster discussion of social and environmental issues. 

81. Practice skills of fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality.  

82. Work on specific product development.  

83. Prepare a skit or play for production.  

84. Provide art appreciation opportunities.  

85. Provide music opportunities.  

86. Provide dramatic instruction.  

87. Provide opportunities for dance and movement.  

88. Teach role-playing.  

89. Provide "collage" experience across art, music, literature.  

90. Introduce various artistic forms.  

91. Introduce various musical forms.  

92. Use biographies of creative people.  

93. Teach creative problem-solving.  

94. Use brainstorming.  

95. Provide exhibition space for student products.  

96. Provide opportunities to illustrate school publications.  

97. Allow the child to create new endings for stories read.  

98. Encourage exploration of creative arts careers through library and guidance programs and contact with community 

members in the creative arts.  

99. Suggest the child illustrate original stories.  

100. Consider providing an artist mentor.  

101. Provide unstructured activities, allowing the student to choose the medium of expression.  

102. Encourage leadership skills through work with small groups in academic settings.  



103. Encourage leadership skills through work with student government, safety patrol or other school 

organizations and community groups such as Scouts, book clubs or church.  

104. Explore leadership training programs for pre-collegiate students at local colleges and universities.  

105. Assist the child in selecting biographies and autobiographies about high achievers.  

106. Provide monitored opportunities for involvement in volunteer or social service work in the community or 

at school.  

107. Provide the opportunity for the student to explore people oriented careers through mentorships, on-site 

observations, career fairs and research.  

108. Provide support for the child as he/she copes with the inevitable frustrations and challenges in working 

with others to accomplish a goal. 

109. Encourage the exploration of service oriented summer experiences such as camp counseling, recreation 

program assistance or hospital volunteer work.  
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