
CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT APPEARS IN 

THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 2018 REGULAR MEETING OF THE KEARNY 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

 

The following resolution was moved by Mrs. Paris and seconded by Mrs. Davidson: 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

KEARNY BOARD OF EDUCATION JOINS THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL 

AND THE CITIZENS OF THE TOWN OF KEARNY  

TO DEMAND THE CLOSURE OF THE KEEGAN LANDFILL 

 
 

Whereas, the mission statement of the Board of Education of the Town of Kearny is to provide our 

students with unlimited opportunities that maximize their potential to be a life-long-

learners and contributing members of society; and  

 

Whereas, Kearny School students’ opportunities are significantly limited by health risks and 

environmental issues which have a detrimental impact on their quality of life, and  

 

Whereas, the Keegan Landfill, owned and operated by the New Jersey Sports and 

Exposition Authority (NJSEA), has been cited by the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) for violations including by 

not limited to the following: 

 

A. Illegal disposal of liquid sewage sludge on the site (July 2018); 

 

B. Never having obtained the required air venting permits (January 2019); and 

 

C. A breach in the landfill’s slurry wall, which exposes the adjacent Kearny Marsh to 

contamination from the landfill’s leachate (February 2018). The Kearny Marsh is 

approximately 400 acres of significant freshwater wetlands which serve as a 

critical regional water bird habitat; and 

 

Whereas, scientific readings have verified elevated levels of hydrogen sulfide in Kearny’s air 

coming from the Keegan Landfill; and 

 

Whereas, the high levels of hydrogen sulfide are causing many area residents to suffer 

headaches, nausea and have created concerns over breathing difficulty; and 

 

Whereas, said Keegan Landfill is less than 1,000 feet from students’ residences and only 1/4 

mile from Franklin Elementary School which serves nearly 1,000 children in 

grades K to 6; and  

 

Whereas, said Keegan Landfill is also near a municipal outdoor soccer facility known as Harvey 

Field, a municipal public works facility and several commercial businesses; and  

 

Whereas, said Keegan Landfill continues to emit noxious odors throughout the areas of Kearny 

where our students reside, attend school and recreate; and  

 

Whereas, the NJSEA’s continued operation of the Keegan Landfill poses a public health emergency 

for Kearny School students and grave environmental harm to the 

surrounding areas;  

 

 



 

 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Town of Kearny hereby joins 

with the Mayor and Council, the citizens, educators and students of the Town of Kearny 

in demanding Governor Phil Murphy and the NJDEP revoke the NJSEA’s license to 

operate the Keegan Landfill and immediately close the Keegan Landfill 

permanently; and  

 

Be It Further Resolved, that the Board Secretary send a copy of this resolution to the 

following parties: Governor Phil Murphy; Catherine R. Mc Cabe, NJDEP 

Commissioner; NJSEA Commissioners; U.S. Senators Cory Booker and 

Robert Menendez; U.S. Representatives Bill Pascrell, Jr. and Albio Sires; 

State Senator Nicholas Sacco; State Assemblypersons Angelica Jimenez and 

Pedro Mejia; Freeholder Albert Cifelli; Mayor Alberto Santos and the Kearny 

Town Council.   

 

On roll call, the following vote was recorded:  Ms. Andryszczak, “aye”, Mrs. Davidson, “aye”, Ms. 

Lindenfelser, “aye”, Mrs. Sherry, “aye”, Mr. Viscuso, “aye”, Mr. Zapata, “aye”, Mrs. Paris, 

“aye”, President Mc Donald, “aye”. 

 

There being eight votes in the affirmative, the motion was carried. 

  


