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erage of 3.7 on a 4.0 scale 

or be in the top 10% of 

their graduation class. 

Complete (or will com-

plete) the curricular re-

quirements for a standard 

diploma. 

Achieve a 27 composite 

score on the ACT or 1220 

combined reading and 

mathematics score on the 

SAT.   

 

GO WARRIORS! 

 

Idabel High School stu-

dents have once again 

been honored with multi-

ple recipients of the Okla-

homa Academic Scholars 

award. The purpose of the 

Oklahoma Academic 

Scholar program is to rec-

ognize the outstanding 

academic achievement of 

graduating seniors in 

compliance with State law 

which became effective in 

1986.  

Idabel Warriors named as 

Oklahoma Academic 

Scholars are William May-

hall, Blakely Smith, 

Karmeshia Bray, Sarah 

Smith and Evan Martin.  

Oklahoma Academic 

Scholars receive a certifi-

cate of recognition from 

the State Board of Educa-

tion and the local high 

school, a gold seal affixed 

to their diploma, and the 

honor recorded on their 

official transcript. 

Graduating seniors who 

meet all of the require-

ments listed below shall 

be recognized by the lo-

cal school district and the 

State Board of Education 

as an Oklahoma Academic 

Scholar: 

Accumulate over Grades 

9, 10, 11 and the first se-

mester of Grade 12, a 

minimum grade point av-

aspects of school and student perfor-
mance. 
 

“The new system incorporates signif-
icantly more contextual information 
than its predecessor,” said Hofmeis-
ter. “The Oklahoma School Report 
Cards provide valid, reliable, mean-
ingful and actionable data that 
schools and communities can use to 
improve outcomes for kids.” 

The State Board of Education recent-
ly approved the release of the 2018 
Oklahoma School Report Cards, 
introducing a school accountability 
system that corrects flaws in past 
iterations and provides a more com-
prehensive view of schools. They are 
available at https://oklaschools.com. 
 

Under the federal Every Student 
Succeeds Act and a 2016 state law, 
the OSDE was required to develop a 

new school accountability system. 
State Superintendent Joy Hofmeister 
convened a 95-member task force 
representing a diverse range of edu-
cation stakeholders to rethink how 
the state measures school perfor-
mance. The resulting accountability 
system has moved from static, one-
page documents focused on a single 
letter grade to an interactive, user-
friendly dashboard-based platform 
that provides a snapshot of multiple 
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The 21st Century Community Learning Center 
(CCLC)  “After the Bell Club” at Central Elemen-
tary School has been operating in Idabel Public 
Schools for nine years. This program helps students 
meet state and local standards in core academic 
subjects, such as reading and math.  

The program offers students a broad array of addi-
tional enrichment services designed to reinforce and 
complement the regular academic school day. 
These services include drug and violence prevention 
programs, career and technical programs, art, music 

programs, STEM programs, and physical activity 
and nutrition education programs. Literacy and 
Family Education services are offered to the fami-
lies of participating children through Family En-
gagement nights offered four to five times per 
year.  Our program also has a Family and Engage-
ment Services Coordinator who works with fami-
lies to provide services as needed. The goal of the 
21st CCLC program at Central Elementary is to 
improve educational and family services offered to 
the families that attend Idabel Central Elementary.                                                             
                GO WARRIORS! 

Student Spotlight—#imswarriors 

 student who has exhibited the most 

growth, with a gain of 56 points in 

reading. This score would move him 

from “below basic” to “advanced” on 

the OSTP. This is HUGE growth and 

worthy of celebrating! 

IMS students will begin taking the 
OSTP on April 9th.   

Preparing Champions for Life! 

The Idabel Middle School Student 

Spotlight is Johnny Torres a 6th-grade 

student at Idabel Middle School.  

He is the son of Cesar Deleon and 

Delfina Valdez. Johnny is in the 

"spotlight" for his academic hard work. 

As you know, IMS uses ALPHA Plus 

program, and benchmark testing is 

part of that program.  Johnny is the 
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After the Bell Club 



Recently Idabel Schools new art teacher, Carlene 
White, was informed by SOSU Idabel Campus 
board member of a recent donation of framed prints 
by Idabel artist Poteet Victory to Idabel High 
School. 
 
The donor is Mr. Ken Ferguson, President of NBC 
Oklahoma Bank.  Mr. Ferguson will be sending his 
curator to deliver the prints. The date has not been 
set yet but the prints will be received at the E.T. 
Dunlap Center. 
Victory Poteet was born and raised in Idabel. He 
grew up in the rodeo circuit riding bulls and wild 

 horses. He is Choctaw/Cherokee and credits his 
mentor, Harold Stevenson, a famous artist from 
Idabel for igniting his desire to pursue his dream of 
becoming the accomplished artist he is today. 
 
Poteet Victory is one of the most in-demand and 
collectable contemporary Native American artists 
in the world and is the first abstract artist to be 
invited to exhibit at the Prix de West, an exhibition 
that highlights the best painters in the Western 
United States. He also has exhibited at Harrods in 
London, England. His studio Victory Contempo-
rary is in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Introducing Upcoming Bond Project 

quiring some building code upgrades. This 

total cost of renovations to the 700 Hall is be-

ing calculated now. Upgrades include a fire 

suppression system, ADA compliant re-

strooms, doorway upgrades in the existing 

building. 

The latest Bond estimates will NOT increase 

taxes but will allow for some great upgrades 

to our campus. 

              GO WARRIORS! 

One of the projects on the upcoming Bond 

proposal will be a 5000 square foot band hall 

including practice rooms, larger storage 

rooms for the music library, uniforms and 

instruments. The Band Hall project will in-

clude two ADA compliant bathrooms and 

room for a 100 piece band/orchestra. 

Danny and Teresa Bell are playing an integral 

part in the design and planning of this area. 

The plan displayed is the 3rd design and will 

probably see another revision before the final 

design is approved.  

The Band Hall will be connected to the south 

side of the 700 hall (Ag & Athletics area) re-

#ihswarriors– Student Spotlight 

Donation of Artwork to IPS Art Department 
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in April.   

Sarah is an Oklahoma Academic 

Scholar; she has scored a 30 on her 

ACT and will be graduating as a val-

edictorian (4.0)  in May.  She will 

pursue her bachelors degree at the 

University of Oklahoma, where she 

has been accepted into their pres-

tigious music department.  

 

GO WARRIORS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Smith is a 6 year member of 

All-District Band.  She has received a 

Superior with her District solo for 4 

years in a row, and with her State 

solo for 3 years in a row.  She hopes 

to make it 4 years in a row when she 

competes again in April.   

In vocal music, she was selected to 

the 2019 Oklahoma Music Educa-

tors’ All-State Mixed Honor 

Choir.  She made a Superior on her 

solo and ensemble at Districts and 

will be going on to State competition Sarah Smith 



time last year. It is expected. We are still needing to 
spend down some funds to avoid a possible penalty 
with the state department. We will be keeping a 
close eye on the numbers and make some upgrades 
where needed and at the appropriate time to avoid 
possible penalties. 

GO WARRIORS! 

Last Thursday marked 
the first major deadline 
in the Legislature. It 
was the last day to 
have a bill heard in a 
committee. Bills not 
heard by then are done 
for the year.  
 

On Wednesday, the State Board of Equalization 
approved $8.2 billion for FY 2020 appropriations, 
which is $574.5 million, or 7.5 percent more than 
was appropriated for FY 2019. This amount is $37.8 
million or .5 percent less than the December 2018 
estimate. All major categories shoed growth since 
the December 2018 meeting except personal income 
tax,. The Rainy Day Fund is expected to see a de-
posit of nearly $360 million. The 1017 fund showed 
a projected increase of $35.6 million and the lotter 
fund showed a projected increase of $13.2 million. 
 

The governor, members of the House and Senate 

have spoken of the need and desire of constitituents 
to provide a teacher pay increase as well as addition-
al operational dollars. So the remainder of the legis-
lative session looks promising! 
 

The battle continues over funding and regulation of 
virtual charter schools. Public Schools are asking for 

transparency while virtual charters are vying for 
more funding. Unfortunately the requested funding 
is expected to be pulled from the public school 
funding formula robbing public school district of 
much needed revenue.  
 

There has been much discussion over the 4-day 
school weeks and possible increased instructional 
hours for all schools. The general feeling among 
school leaders is there will be a bill increasing 
school hours but allowing continued flexibility on 
the number of days. We will have to wait and see. 
 

IPS financial update is positive. While we are ap-
proximately $50,000 behind where we were at this 

Board Policy and Legislative Update 

Central Elementary would like to Spotlight Carrie Fletcher.   

Carrie began her teaching career at Central and is in her fourth 

year teaching second grade students.  She has grown tremen-

dously during this time.  She is extremely energetic and brings a 

positive attitude each day.  S 

he was selected to attend the Ron Clark Academy last year and 

has used her experiences and knowledge gained to implement 

in her class and additionally, share with the staff in our district in 

a book study authored by Ron Clark. She has embraced her 

knowledge from the academy and 

learned new technology tech-

niques to share with our staff.   

She is a great motivator and en-

courager to our students and 

staff.  We are so proud to have her 

on our staff!  

Preparing Champions for Life! 
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