
 
 

Middle School Redesign - Holyoke STEM Academy February 2020 Update 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Why are we moving towards distinct elementary and middle schools? 
As we continue to realize our vision of a pathway for every student and respond to family and staff 
preference for distinct elementary and middle schools, we are moving forward with transitioning 
Donahue to an elementary school over the next couple years.  Starting in the Fall of 2020, Donahue will 
begin feeding into Holyoke STEM Academy - a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) middle school containing grades 6-8. 
 
What are the benefits for the Donahue community? 
With the move of middle school students to Holyoke STEM over time, Donahue will have more space to 
open up Pre-K or elementary classrooms as needed to meet the needs for all students. 
 
What are the benefits for the Holyoke STEM community?  
Holyoke STEM Academy is designed to serve 250-300 students in grades 6-8.  By having two elementary 
schools feed into Holyoke STEM (E.N. White and Donahue), Holyoke STEM will have an average of 100 
students in each grade by Fall 2022.  A middle school of this size allows sufficient resources to provide a 
robust middle school experience (including STEM labs, music, physical education, and the arts), while 
promoting strong relationships, student safety, and personalization.  A middle school experience 
gradually allows students greater independence and more exposure to unique opportunities, which best 
prepares them for success in high school and beyond.  Due to its co-location with Holyoke High School - 
Dean Campus (1045 Main Street), students will also have some exposure to the career 
vocational-technical education (CVTE) program by 8th grade.  
 
Who is the principal of Holyoke STEM? 
Mr. Sal Canata, a former middle school general education and special education teacher, veteran 
administrator, and longtime Holyoke resident, is the principal of Holyoke STEM Academy.  This is his first 
year at Holyoke STEM. 
 
What is the school day? 
Holyoke STEM Academy’s school day is from 7:45 am to 2:50 pm.  
 
What is the timeline of these changes? 
We believe it is in our students’ best interest to complete this transition over the next 2.5 years. The 
timeline is: 

● Fall 2020:  Current Donahue 5th-grade students (who will be 6th-grade students in the Fall) will 
attend Holyoke STEM Academy.  This includes the current 5th-grade ABL students.  Donahue will 
have grades  Pre-K - 5 and 7-8. 

● Fall 2021:  Donahue’s 5th-grade students continue to move up to Holyoke STEM.  All middle 
school ABL students will also move to Holyoke STEM Academy.  Donahue has grades PreK-5 and 
8.  

● Fall 2022:  Donahue’s 5th-grade students continue to matriculate to Holyoke STEM.  Donahue 
has grades PreK-5.  



 
Will my child get transportation?  
Our transportation policy (www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/transportation/) states that students are 
eligible for transportation if they live further than the following distance from home to their assigned 
school: PreK is not eligible; K-5th grade if 1 mile or greater; and 6th-8th if 1.5 miles or greater.  We aim 
to notify impacted families by March 16th whether they will be eligible for transportation, based on 
their current address in SchoolBrains.  Although Holyoke STEM Academy is relatively close to Donahue, 
we recognize that busy streets and/or streets without sidewalks are barriers to safe transportation from 
the Donahue zone to Holyoke STEM Academy and back.  Many, but not all, students will qualify for 
transportation.  All transportation questions can be directed to Denise Rodriguez, 413-557-4205, 
derodriguez@hps.holyoke.ma.us.  Anyone who applies to attend Holyoke STEM through the Options 
Process must provide their own transportation. 
 
How can I learn more? 
Mr. Canata and his team at Holyoke STEM Academy are eager to share information with families, 
educators, and community members, as well as learn more about the Holyoke students and families 
who will attend STEM.  We strongly encourage families and students to take advantage of the following 
opportunities to learn more about Holyoke STEM:  

● Wed., February 26, 9 a.m.  Principal Canata visits 5th-grade students at Donahue. 
● Wed., February 26, 3 - 4p.m. Principal Canata hosts office hours at Donahue for any family 

member to stop by to introduce themselves and ask questions. 
● Wed., February 26, 4:30 - 6 p.m.  Holyoke STEM staff attends Donahue’s Literacy Night. 
● Tues., March 24, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Donahue’s 5th-grade students will tour Holyoke STEM. 
● Thurs., March 26, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  Donahue’s 5th-grade ABL students & families to tour 

Holyoke STEM. 
● Wed., April 1, 9:30 a.m. E.N. White’s 5th-grade students tour Holyoke STEM. 
● Tues., April 14, 5:30 - 7 p.m.  Holyoke STEM Open House for all New and Prospective Families. 
● Visit the Holyoke STEM webpage: 

https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/schools/holyoke-stem-academy/. 
● Follow Holyoke STEM on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/sal.canata.98 or Twitter, 

@CanataSal. 
 
You are also welcome to reach out to the following people with questions and suggestions: 

● Mr. Marc Swygert, Donahue Principal, 413-534-2069, mswygert@hps.holyoke.ma.us 
● Mr. Sal Canata, Holyoke STEM Principal, 413-535-0345, scanata@hps.holyoke.ma.us 
● Ms. Jill Hughes, Coordinator of Autism Services, 413-512-4313, jhughes@hps.holyoke.ma.us 
● Ms. Erin Linville, Chief of Strategy, district lead for middle school redesign, 

elinville@hps.holyoke.ma.us  
 
Does Holyoke STEM have after-school programs? 
Yes, Holyoke STEM has after-school programming, Monday to Thursday until 5:45 p.m.  Students engage 
in academics and enrichment activities in the Connections program.  The music teacher also offers music 
groups after school. 
 

What does STEM mean, and why did Holyoke choose STEM as a focus? 
STEM means Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  We selected the STEM focus, based 
on community input, research and alignment with our high school redesign.  Our 2015 family survey 
indicated significant support and interest in more STEM opportunities for students.  STEM learning is 
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hands-on and highly engaging for students and promotes strong problem solving and communication 
skills, which are needed in all occupations.  Most of the fastest growing and highest earning occupations 
are in the STEM fields, according to the U.S. Labor Department.  Students at Holyoke STEM have built 
robots, dissected animals, and used polymer science to reduce plastic waste in the environment.  Watch 
this recent video about the experiments that graduate students at the Conte Polymer Research Centers 
at UMASS conducted with our students. 
 
Students from Donahue and E.N. White will go to Holyoke STEM for middle school.  However, E.N. 
White also has a dual language program.  What will happen when the current 2nd-graders in the dual 
language program are old enough for middle school? 
We are committed to providing dual language programming in middle school in Holyoke.  Metcalf is 
currently planning for their rising 6th-grade class next Fall.  Once our E.N. White dual language students 
(currently in grades Pre-K to 2) are closer to entering middle school (Fall 2023), we will bring both school 
communities together to plan and design a shared dual language middle school experience.  Holyoke 
STEM will continue to remain an option for E.N. White families at that time as well.  
 
My child doesn’t attend Donahue or E.N. White.  Can they still attend Holyoke STEM? 
We will continue to allow students and families to apply for middle school options programs, which 
include: Holyoke STEM, Veritas Prep Holyoke (especially for rising 5th and 6th-grade students), Dual 
Language at Metcalf (especially for rising 5th and 6th-grade students) and Summit Learning at Peck. 
Learn more at: https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/choose-hps/register-your-student/. 
 
The vote for new middle school buildings failed this Fall.  How does this impact your plans? 
Transitioning Donahue middle school students to Holyoke STEM is a signal that HPS is still moving 
forward with our plan to create distinct elementary and middle schools.  Of course, new middle school 
buildings would have been an amazing route for this to happen, and we will continue to pursue 
opportunities through MSBA to build one or more new middle school buildings.  
 

Are Holyoke STEM Academy students separated from the high school students? 
The Holyoke STEM Academy and Holyoke High teams work together to ensure a safe learning 
environment for all students.  The two schools have separate dedicated classrooms and bathrooms. 
They share some common spaces, like the lunchroom and gym.  There are opportunities for mentorship 
and exposure to the CVTE (career vocational technical education) program by 8th grade.  
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