
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! I can’t express my excitement about (what I

hope) is a return to normalcy for our school and for our students, staff and families. The last 17

months have been unlike anything anybody could have imagined.  Quarantine, isolation, masks,

remote learning, hybrid learning, and a huge reliance on online technology to stay connected are

hopefully all going to be distant memories soon. We all also lived with the uncertainty of what each

day was going to look like with legitimate concerns and worries.  If Governor Baker and the

Department of Education stay true to their statements, we are looking forward to a normal school

year!  The city and the school system will look to the guidance of health experts to determine what,

if any precautions (masks, distancing) might be required. We will all have to monitor this.  As far as

returning, I couldn’t agree more, kids need to be in school, people need to be around others and

students learn best with a teacher and in a safe community .

For those of you that know me, for those that I haven’t met yet or even for those that may

have forgotten, my name is Sal Canata and I proudly serve STEM Academy as its Principal.  This will

be my third year and hopefully my first full year with all of our students and staff!  I was born in

Holyoke and am a long time Holyoke resident who married a Holyoke girl where we raised our

children both of whom are graduates of Holyoke High School.   I am committed to this city and to

its schools.  I spent the bulk of my career in nearby Northampton but was enticed and excited to

bring my talents and passion to the city I call home. I am lucky to work with an amazing and

committed team of educators who all share in the belief that we are all about the kids, committed

to creating a community, and committed to partnering with our parents and guardians to provide a

robust middle school experience.

I will boast that the STEM staff are dedicated, know their subject matter, like children

and will continuously do what is best for students. We understand and recognize that the Holyoke

community places an incredible amount of trust in us as we care for and educate all the students

and families who we are fortunate enough to serve. I need and respectfully ask that the

community not only trust us but join us on this journey. There is nothing more effective than a

strong home and school connection if we want to witness our students excel as scholars and excel as

citizens.  Please make sure you are on the robocall list, are connected to Class Dojo, know how to

access SchoolBrains or Google Classroom to stay abreast of your child’s responsibilities as a

student.  All of these will be explained and demonstrated towards the beginning of the school year.

This year will have its challenges.  In fact Zero Percent of any of our students have had

the opportunity to spend a full year “live” at STEM, over half have never been in the building! That

means routines, expectations, systems and structures all are in need of re-establishment.  This will

take time, dedication and patience to lift us up to where we need to be.  I can only ask families for

patience, understanding and partnership as we harness the energy and talents of our middle

schoolers!

At STEM we live by our mission, we are driven by our cultural norms and we have

expectations that our community will R.O.C.K.!!

Let’s have a great year!

Sal J. Canata, III

Principal

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aGMjx_k0dXuyJh08mQ3SrwcM9KUqkU7fQc7ag0vLEi0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oIXoZjtYXUqNOU0h5W28FkN0nEtLHalmueViSOSYgjA/edit

