
Dual Language High School Expansion Info Session
November 7th, 2022
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Versión en español
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VFNxpJqvYypNMe208GjjQ6b9Xy0vXbQ-Aded8tnbxjo/edit?usp=sharing


Dual Language Program Mission Statement 

Through a lens of equity and justice, all Dual Language 

students reach high levels of academic achievement 

and emerge as bilingual, biliterate, and multicultural 

learners. 

La Misión del Programa de Dos Idiomas 

A través de una lente de equidad y justicia, todos los 

estudiantes del Programa de dos idiomas alcanzan altos 

niveles de éxito académico y emergen como estudiantes 

bilingües y multiculturales.
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Agenda

           
• Introduction and overview

• Vision of High School Dual Language Pathway in Holyoke

• Benefits of Dual Language at the Secondary Level

• Looking forward

• Questions & feedback groups
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District Leadership

Stephen Mahoney

Assistant Superintendent

Laura Espinoza-Mufson

Dual Language Coordinator

Welcome!
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Middle School Leadership

Amy Burke

Principal, Metcalf School

Cynthia Gerena

Assistant Principal, Metcalf School

Rue Ratray

Principal, Sullivan Middle School 

SY 23-24 High School Leadership

Lori McKenna

Principal, HHS North

Nissette Gonzalez

Assistant Principal, HHS North
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Objectives

           I understand that 

a. achieving high levels of proficiency in two languages is

a long-term process; and

b. my understanding and support of the Dual Language 

Program will help sustain my child’s commitment to the 

program through high school.  

c. Holyoke Public Schools is a committed to a 4 year Dual 

Language pathway  at the high school level

d. There are multiple teams developing and refining the 

expansion work to ensure the success of the 

implementation of the DL pathway at the high school
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High School Dual Language Pathway Vision

           Expansion supported by 

two teams:

● Holyoke High School 

Leadership team 

○ Admin, district 

leaders, staff leaders

● High School Expansion 

Team

○ Metcalf Middle 

teachers, HHS 

teachers, school 

counselors, and more

Goal for our teams:

To create a clearly defined 4 

year Dual Language pathway at 

the high school that leads to the 

Seal of Biliteracy and college 

readiness in both languages. 
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High School Dual Language Pathway Vision

           Overview of the work:

● Engage in research and professional development 

around Dual Language at the secondary level

● School visits to other High School Dual Language 

programs

● Classroom observation visits at the high school and the 

middle school to calibrate rigor of Spanish language 

courses

● Research curriculum and assessment programs

● Support recruitment & retention
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High School Dual Language Pathway Vision

           What do we know so far:

● Dual Language pathway will be at Holyoke 

High North as a strand within the school

● All students will be on the same team in 9th 

grade

● Dual Language students will merge with 

current HHS Newcomer program and share 

their homeroom to build community

● From 9-11th grade, Dual Language students 

will take 1 Spanish Language & Lit course, 

and 1 content course in Spanish

● In 12th grade, students will complete a 

Spanish focused Capstone project
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High School Dual Language Pathway Vision

           Seal of Biliteracy

● Eligibility to earn the Seal between 

10th-12th grade

● Can earn the Seal through…
○ AP Spanish Language & Culture Exam

■ Scoring a 4 -Seal of Biliteracy

■ Scoring a 5 -Seal with Distinction

○ STAMP test

■ Level 6 in all domains-Seal of 

Biliteracy 

■ Level 7 in all domains-Seal with 

distinction
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Dual Language at the Secondary Level

           An important 

developmental milestone 

happens just before puberty 

and lasts until the 

mid-twenties. This second 

surge of brain development 

means two things for Dual 

Language: 

■ If students continue to be exposed 

to and have academic opportunities 

to communicate in Spanish, they 

will use it in more sophisticated and 

complex ways and therefore 

develop higher critical thinking, 

problem-solving skills, and 

academic language and literacy.
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Dual Language at the Secondary

           ■ BUT if students do not continue to hear 

and use Spanish during these middle and 

high school school years, 

■ English home language students may 

lose the proficiency and the academic 

language and literacy they gained in 

K-5; and

■ Spanish home language students may 

not continue to develop the 

academic language and literacy they 

have gained in Spanish
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Dual Language at the Secondary

           “Middle School… is therefore not the end, but rather just the 

beginning of a wonderful academic journey where students can 

use fully the cognitive advantages of their multilingualism.”
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. “. . high school students who participated in the two-way program achieved high levels of academic competence and 
motivation; developed ambitions to go to college and knowledge about how to pursue college; were proud to be 
bilingual and continued to use Spanish after they finished the program; and were very satisfied with the education they 
received in the two-way program (Cobb, Vega & Kronauge, 2006).”
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Looking forward

           ● Meet with Holyoke Community College around 

Dual Enrollment options 

● Plan for the 9th/10th grade academy aligned 

bilingual experiences 

○ ELS-Engineering & Life Sciences

○ PMA-Performing & Media Arts

○ CGS-Community & Global Studies

● Professional Development around Dual 

Language for High School Staff

● Dual Language High School visits in Boston & 

Framingham

● 8th graders at Metcalf will visit HHS

● Establish expectations between Spanish 3 & 4

Follow up family information 
session in January
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Questions & Feedback Groups

           
In your group:

● What works well about the 

current vision for the Dual 

Language Pathway at 

Holyoke High School?

● What questions or concerns 

do you have at this point?
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Report out

           
In your group:

● What works well about the 

current vision for the Dual 

Language Pathway at 

Holyoke High School?

● What questions or concerns 

do you have at this point?
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Questions?
Contact: Laura Espinoza-Mufson, DL Coordinator

lemufson@hps.holyoke.ma.us
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