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Introduction

Dear Families, Students, Staff Members, and Community Members,

Holyoke Public Schools is committed to a safe, positive, and productive School Year 2021-22. As noted

in the DESE COVID-19 Guidance released on May 27, 2021, “all districts and schools will be required to

be in-person, full-time, five days a week this fall.” HPS does not have an option for virtual or remote

learning. We cannot wait to have all our students physically back in our buildings and are taking many

precautions to promote a safe, positive, and productive learning environment. School starts on

Monday, August 23 for grades 1-12 and Monday, August 30 for PreK and Kindergarten.

We understand that the past 17 months of the pandemic have challenged every person of our school

community in unique ways.  Whether August 23rd marks the first time a student is enrolled at HPS, the

first time a student has been physically in an HPS building since March 2020, or whether the student was

in-person most of last school year, HPS is ready and eager to engage with each student to meet their

needs and accelerate their learning.  We have developed a “return to school plan” with a student-first

mindset and a deep desire to maximize the likelihood that all students are in school full days without

interruptions in their learning.

Our return-to-school plan takes a layered approach to health and safety to increase the likelihood of all

students and staff being physically present in school every day.  Important components are:

● Masks for all while in school buildings and on buses (except while outdoors, eating, and on

mask breaks),

● Encouraging all eligible people to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, including hosting clinics,

● COVID-19 testing offered in schools through routine COVID safety checks (previously referred to

as pooled testing) and rapid testing for symptomatic individuals,

● Proper ventilation through open windows and HEPA air filtration machines,

● Physical distancing as much as possible in the classroom and lunchroom,

● Placing students in cohorts when possible to limit cross-group exposure,

● Staying home when sick and using a daily COVID-19 screening tool,

● Contact tracing when possible exposure to COVID-19 has occurred and quarantining as per

DESE/district protocol,

● Teaching and ensuring students participate in healthy practices like handwashing and covering

coughs/sneezes,

● Limiting visitors to school buildings and promoting virtual and outdoor opportunities for family

engagement (e.g. IEP meetings, back to school events, etc),

● Enhanced cleaning procedures,

● Use of other personal protective equipment (PPE), and

● Teaching and ensuring students participate in healthy practices of handwashing, covering

coughs/sneezes, etc.

Please note, athletics will follow MIAA guidelines, which haven’t yet been released for Fall 2021.
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/covid19-guide-updates.pdf
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/health-wellness-nursing/covid-19-pooled-testing-program/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/2021/05/14/daily-covid-19-screening-tool-for-staff-and-students/
http://www.miaa.net/contentm/easy_pages/view.php?sid=38&page_id=317


This “return to school” plan is a summary of countless preparations that have and are being made to

ensure a strong school year.  We appreciate our families, staff, students, and community members for

input over the past 17 months to get us to this point.  In particular, we want to thank the 1,029 people

who responded to our return to school family survey in August 2021, as well as the 930 people who

responded to our budget priorities survey in Spring 2021.  We thank the School Committee for offering

their feedback throughout the pandemic through meetings, conversations and written review.  For

individuals who want to understand a specific area more deeply, this plan provides you links to

additional information where you can learn more.

Please note that public policy related to the pandemic is fluid, so guidance will change over time.  We

appreciate your flexibility, creativity, patience, and persistence as we work together.  We recognize that

not everyone will be happy with all aspects of this plan, but please remember that you help determine

your child’s attitude about returning to school. Be positive in order to support your child’s mindset

where they are ready to learn and grow. Thank you. To everyone, we look forward to your feedback

now and in the months to come, as we work and learn together.

Sincerely,

Anthony Soto
Receiver/Superintendent

Health and Safety

Health and safety continue to be at the forefront of our planning for a successful school year - and 79%

of our family survey respondents agreed this should be a key focus!  The most current HPS information is

continuously available on these webpages: return to school; health,  wellness, and nursing; and school

safety.  We work closely with the local Board of Health and follow best practice from the CDC, DPH, and

DESE, including, for example, the late July announcements from DESE and DPH’s Advisory on Face

Coverings and Masks.

We encourage eligible students, staff, and families to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, since it is the best

protection against serious illness when combined with mask wearing. We also encourage people to

get COVID-19 tested before returning to work or school later this month, especially since Holyoke has

free, walk-up testing.  Given recent public health guidance, HPS will begin the school year with important

safety precautions:

● Masks for all while in school buildings and on buses (except while outdoors, eating, and on

mask breaks),

● Encouraging all eligible people to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, including hosting on-site

clinics,
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https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/back-to-school/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/health-wellness-nursing/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/school_safety/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/school_safety/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0730fall-2021-covid19-guidance.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=e96dc02283&e=77ffb3b463__;!!PIZeeW5wscynRQ!8nOxY7honTuo0TvWrRM099bhRpyJQHC8-833orEofwh98DGeE6-mH8xuMg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=e96dc02283&e=77ffb3b463__;!!PIZeeW5wscynRQ!8nOxY7honTuo0TvWrRM099bhRpyJQHC8-833orEofwh98DGeE6-mH8xuMg$
https://www.holyoke.org/departments/coronavirus-response/


● COVID-19 testing offered in schools through routine COVID safety checks (previously referred to

as pooled testing) and rapid testing for symptomatic individuals,

● Proper ventilation through open windows and HEPA air filtration machines,

● Physical distancing as much as possible in the classroom and lunchroom,

● Placing students in cohorts when possible to limit cross-group exposure,

● Staying home when sick and using a daily COVID-19 screening tool,

● Contact tracing when possible exposure to COVID-19 has occurred and quarantining as per

DESE/district protocol,

● Teaching and ensuring students participate in healthy practices like handwashing and covering

coughs/sneezes,

● Limiting visitors to school buildings and promoting virtual and outdoor opportunities for family

engagement (e.g. IEP meetings, back to school events, etc),

● Enhanced cleaning procedures,

● Use of other personal protective equipment (PPE),

● Teaching and ensuring students participate in healthy practices of handwashing, covering

coughs/sneezes, etc.

The support of our families for masking both unvaccinated and vaccinated children indoors is high

right now. 85% of survey respondents support masks indoors for unvaccinated children and 72%

support masks indoors for vaccinated children. We will revisit the decision to mask indoors throughout

the year as the virus evolves, but feel confident in our decision for everyone to mask indoors now.

We especially want to encourage eligible people to get the COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccine is one of the

best ways to protect against serious illness to yourself and limit the spread of COVID-19 to your loved

ones and within our community.  The more contagious Delta variant is of particular concern.  Currently,

vaccines are available for children ages 12+.  More information, including how to get a vaccine, can be

found on our vaccine webpage. HPS is partnering with the Holyoke Health Center to offer a vaccine

clinic for students ages 12+ and families on August 11 (second dose on September 1) from 9 a.m. to 2

p.m. in the Holyoke High School North small gym. Sign up here.  The COVID-19 vaccine for younger

children is currently in the phase of clinical trials and the vaccine for children ages 6 months - 11 years

isn’t expected to be approved until late 2021 or early 2022.  We hope to offer a vaccine clinic for

students under the age of 12 at that time.

The district’s health services offices will continue to be a place of knowledge, safety, routine, calm, and

caring for our students, families, and  staff.  Our nurses remain anchored in the Framework for 21st

Century School Nursing Practice and assert that "Healthy Children Learn Better."  Please reach out to

your child’s school nurse with any health-related questions or concerns.

Health Context in the City of Holyoke

4

https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/health-wellness-nursing/covid-19-pooled-testing-program/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/2021/05/14/daily-covid-19-screening-tool-for-staff-and-students/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/covid-19-vaccine-information-and-resources/.
https://app.blockitnow.com/consumer/covid-holyoke/npi/7232021


Although the State of Massachusetts has higher vaccination rates and lower transmission rates than the

rest of the country, the City of Holyoke’s vaccination rates are lower and transmission rates are higher

than the State average.

As of August 5th:

● The average daily incidence rate: 5.8/100,000

● Positivity rate: 1.31%

As of August 3rd:

● Eligible people (ages 12+) with one dose of the vaccine: 55.7% in Holyoke (vs. 69.7% statewide)

● Eligible people (ages 12+) who are fully vaccinated: 49.5% in Holyoke (vs. 62.8% statewide)

You may also want to view the City of Holyoke’s COVID-19 dashboard and State of Massachusetts’

Vaccine Equity Initiative.

Our family survey indicated that 30% of respondents have already had at least one child vaccinated,

which is notable given that only children 12 and over are eligible right now.  Another 36% of survey

respondents indicated that they plan to have their child get the vaccine.

District Strategy

Holyoke Public Schools’ four strategic priorities are essential for the district to achieve its vision of “A

Pathway for Every Student.”  Our strategic objectives are:

● Use district-approved core curriculum to ensure all students receive strong core instruction,

● Ensure all grades K-8 students placed in Tier 2/3 support receive targeted intervention and make

1.5 year’s growth on STAR.

● Analyze data from the assessment plan through data team cycles to accelerate student learning.

Visit the strategic priorities webpage to learn more about our strategic objectives, goals, and select

actions for this school year.  This school year, Superintendent Soto will undergo a collaborative process to

collect input from all stakeholders and refine the strategic priorities, goals, and actions.

Student Learning Acceleration

The family survey indicated that after health and safety, focusing on academics is the next priority for

families. Survey respondents indicated that assessing students’ academic needs (53%) and focusing on
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https://harvard-data-science.shinyapps.io/holyoke_city_dashboard/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccine-equity-initiative-community-specific-vaccination-data
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/turnaround__trashed/strategic-priorities/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/turnaround__trashed/strategic-priorities/


core academics (reading, writing, math, science, social studies) (47%) were the second and third most

important areas to focus on to ensure a strong start to the school year.

The HPS strategic plan outlines how we are accelerating student learning for all students.  In short, we

will provide strong instruction and targeted support in academics, social emotional learning, and

behavioral health in order to ensure all students are successful in school.  School leaders will focus on

establishing and implementing systems to:

● Observe and coach teachers and staff so they can continually improve their practice to positively

impact student learning, and

● Conduct weekly data team meetings to analyze and reflect on student-level data to plan whole

group, small group, or individualized instruction.

The key action steps for the HPS Learning Acceleration Plan for School Year 2021-2022 are organized into

four phases and are summarized in the chart on the next page.)

We recognize that there may be times throughout the year when a student is required to quarantine and

miss school.  DESE is expected to release more guidance soon on this topic, which we intend to follow.

Our current plan is that students will have access to and keep up with their schoolwork through Google

classroom and communication with their teachers.  We will provide more guidance to families regarding

learning support for missed schooling due to quarantine in the coming weeks. As always, if a student is

struggling and needs more support, the family should connect with the teacher to discuss what the

additional support will be.  We want to make sure every student has what they need to be successful this

school year, even if they are required to miss school due to quarantining.
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Key Action Steps for the HPS Learning Acceleration Plan for the 2021-2022
School Year

This plan was developed based off of the DESE Acceleration Roadmap:
www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/roadmap/

7

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/roadmap/


School Culture and Social Emotional Support

Supporting students' mental health (38%) and assessing students’ social emotional needs (37%) were

listed as the 4th and 5th most important priorities for HPS to focus on in the family survey.  We also had

a lot of write-in comments that reiterated why this is important and how students continue to struggle

emotionally during this pandemic.

As the chart in the Learning Acceleration section details, educators will invest important time to establish

a strong classroom culture and get to know individual students through a variety of methods. In

addition, we are implementing a new social emotional learning (SEL) curriculum, TRAILS, in all schools

and the Great Body Shop curriculum (grades K-8).  We have added more counselors to our staff.  Our

counseling program is aligned to the MA Model for Comprehensive School Counseling Program, so that

counselors can provide classroom lessons to all students, small group instruction, and one-on-one

support to students in need of more targeted intervention.  As always, If you feel your child needs

additional support, please reach out to their teacher(s) and/or the school counselor to receive this

support or be referred to other agencies who support our students as well.  More information is

available on our Student Support Services webpage. Additionally, a targeted priority for our school

nursing staff is to actively support the mental health needs of all students with a documented diagnosis

of depression or anxiety during the school year.

Holyoke High Dean Campus is also running a freshman orientation prior to the school year, and Holyoke

High North Campus is running freshman and sophomore orientations once school begins.

Although many of us are eager for more traditional school celebrations to return, such as school-wide

assemblies or classroom parties with families visiting, we need to monitor health and safety data before

resuming these activities.  In the meantime, we will continue to pursue creative ways for celebration and

connection, such as outdoor gatherings, drop-by supply pick-ups, video awards, etc.  After consulting

with the Board of Health, we have decided that small, classroom-based field trips to primarily outdoor

locations will be allowed.  We do not anticipate being able to have large, multiclass field trips to indoor

locations at this time.  As the pandemic evolves, we will update guidance after consulting with the BOH.
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Food Service and School Meals

We are adhering to the CDC’s guidance on food service and school meals.  Breakfast will be served in the

classroom and lunch will often be served in the cafeteria.  We will maximize physical distance as much

as possible and use additional spaces as needed for lunch.  Cafeteria staff will minimize the amount of

time spent in lines by creating efficient food distribution systems and multiple service lines whenever

possible.  Each of our schools has a unique layout and schedule, so the solution will be customized to the

school.  Students will eat with their classroom cohorts whenever possible.  And remember that all our

spaces have improved ventilation through HEPA filters, air scrubbers, and open doors and windows.  We

have explored the use of dividers but they aren’t shown to be particularly effective in large group

settings where many people are sharing the same air space.  Each school will have more specific

information for their plan for food services and school meals by the start of the school year.

Staffing

We have preserved our traditional classroom staffing ratios and have added many additional positions to

support our students and staff.  These positions include:

● Interventionists: provide targeted small group and individual instruction to students who need

additional support.  Each school is allocated a minimum of 1 Reading interventionist and 1 math

interventionist.

● Math and Literacy Coaches / Expert Teacher: supports teachers by providing professional

development, coaching, and resources to ensure best practices in math and literacy instruction

are applied in the classroom.

● Dean of Management and Operations: handles the operational aspects of running a school (e.g.

transportation, food service, testing), so that the principal and other school leaders can focus

their efforts on developing teachers and ensuring strong instructional practices are used.  1 per

school.

● Counselors: provides small group and individual counseling, resources, and referrals for

students. 1-2 per school, plus more for high school.

School Improvement Plans

Each school has developed a school-specific plan to drive student learning and achievement, based on

the district’s approach and the context of their unique school and student learning needs.  Every school

webpage will have a link to their School Improvement Plan on or before Friday, August 20.
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School Schedules

Our calendars webpage contains the district’s annual calendar, as well as school specific start and end

times.  The first day of school for grades 1-12 is Monday, August 23rd, and for PreK and Kindergarten is

Monday, August 30th.  We are starting school earlier this year because many of our students have not

been physically in school for 17 months, and we are eager to establish a strong class culture, assess

students’ learning needs, and begin learning!  Additionally, our data shows that school attendance in

August is higher than it is between New Year’s Eve and Three King’s Day and in late June.

Please note, we also needed to modify some of the school start/end times to promote safe and healthy

travel to school, as well as a safe transition into and outside of the school building.  The change ensures

that buses have sufficient time to be cleaned between the first route and second route and that entry is

staggered for schools with co-location.

Transportation

The transportation webpage details important information, including the bus routes.  We will practice

enhanced safety procedures, such as windows open and enhanced cleaning, on buses.  According to

DESE’s transportation guidance, masks must be worn at all times and there are no physical distancing

requirements on busses.  If families have questions, please contact your school or the HPS Department

of Transportation at 413-534-2000, extension 1640.

Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

Please refer to the Family and Community Engagement for opportunities to get involved.  Due to the

pandemic, many opportunities are available via video conference, but we are looking forward to having

more opportunities for in-person interactions in the coming year as the health environment allows.

Although we are still limiting access to our school buildings from visitors, families can make

appointments with their teacher or other staff to come to the school as needed.  Meetings with families

regarding students’ individual education plans, 504 plans and other education needs will primarily be

held via video conference (e.g. Zoom, Google Hangouts).  Central Office is also available between 8 a.m. -

4 p.m., although appointments are strongly encouraged, especially if enrolling a new student.

Schools will still host extracurricular activities.  Contact your school for more details or visit the district’s

Enrichment and Extended Learning webpage to learn more about Connections after-school program.

Please refer to the attendance webpage to read this year’s attendance policy.
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Athletics

We plan to offer all the fall sports that we did before the pandemic: Golf, Field Hockey, Cheerleading,

Football, Girls Volleyball, Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, Girls Cross Country, Boys Cross Country and Unified

Basketball.  Holyoke High School will participate in all MIAA sports in conjunction with state and local

health metrics/policies and as detailed by the EEA/MIAA guidelines, which haven’t yet been released for

Fall 2021.  HPS Middle School athletics/sports will most likely be school-based fitness and intramural

athletics.  Updated information can be found on the Athletics webpage, including fall tryouts.

Financial Investments

With the benefit of increased state and federal funding to combat the negative impact of the pandemic,

HPS is able to make many important investments to support the academic, social-emotional, and

behavioral needs and interests of students.  The Finance webpage links to a presentation and budget

book that details these investments.

Please note that the investments to-date were informed by meetings with various stakeholders groups

(School Committee, Budget Advisory Group, Teacher Advisory Group, Parent District Advisory Group,

Student Advisory Group), as well as a Spring 2021 budget priorities survey.  930 people responded to the

survey.  We received the most responses from staff members (43%), students (36%), and family

members (17%).  Survey respondents had an opportunity to rank highest, medium and lowest priorities.

These are the biggest priorities across multiple stakeholder groups:

● Safely returning all students

● Counseling and SEL (social-emotional learning) supports

● K-12 interventionist staff

The next most important priorities were:

● Opportunity Academy, credit recovery, and drop-out prevention

● Targeted strategies to prevent learning loss

In the August 2021 survey, we shared with families the investments we have made and asked for

suggestions on where to invest additional money.  They were asked to select their top 5 out of 17

categories, plus the ability to write-in other suggestions.  The recommended categories were:

● Building improvements and upgrades: 58%

● More classroom-based staff: 40%

● Expand dual enrollment (where high school students get college credit: 40%

● More support for students with individual education plans (IEPs): 37%

● One-to-one technology for all students: 36%
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● Expand extracurricular activities for middle and high school students: 33%

● More daily after-school programming for elementary students: 32%

● Part-time tutors: 31%

● Broader course offerings in high school course offerings: 31%

The following were selected by less than 30% of respondents:

● Culturally responsive curriculum upgrades

● Drop-out prevention services

● Expand dual enrollment (where high school students can get college credit)

● Expand full-day preschool

● More summer programming

● More support for students who are English Learners (ELs)

● Online intervention tools/services

● Partner with local organizations for academic support

● Partner with local organizations for social emotional support

We will utilize this information for our future planning, especially for our ESSER 3 funding application.

Conclusion

We will continue to use a variety of communication channels in order to get you up-to-date information

on how our return to school plans evolve.  We plan to rely a lot on text and email, which were the two

preferred methods of communication on our family survey.

● Website

● Social Media: Web | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube

● Channel 12

● Blackboard Connect emails, phone calls and text messages - If you aren’t receiving these, please

complete the contact information update form so that we can update our system and keep you

informed.

If you still have questions after reading this document and associated links, please contact

info@hps.holyoke.ma.us or call HPS Central Office as 413-534-2000. You may also want to contact your

school directly, if the question could best be addressed at the school.

Once again, this “return to school plan” was developed with a student-first mindset and a deep desire

to maximize the likelihood that all students are in school for full days without interruptions in their

learning. Thanks for working together to plan and implement a safe, positive, and productive School

Year 2021-22!

Appendix: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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Q: When is the first day of school?

A: Monday, August 23 for grades 1-12 and Monday, August 30 for PreK and Kindergarten.

Q: What are the school start and end times?

A: Visit our website to view the school start and end times.

Q: Are masks required indoors for students and staff?

A: Yes, except while eating and during mask breaks.

Q: Are vaccines required for staff and/or students ages 12+?

A: No, vaccines are not required, but they are strongly recommended.

Q: Is there a remote learning option?

A: No, students are expected to be physically in school everyday for full days, when healthy.  If your child

is sick, please work with their teacher to make up missed work.

Q: What if I’m not comfortable sending my child to school?

A: HPS does not have a virtual school option.  We encourage you to work with your child’s teacher

and/or principal if you have specific concerns that we can partner with you to address.  Otherwise,

families can either apply to a different district through that district’s school choice program or submit a

homeschool application to HPS.

Q: What are the physical distancing requirements? (Updated 9/10/21)

A: Although DESE has not given schools physical distancing requirements in schools or on busses, HPS is

working to establish physical distancing.  Classroom furniture and students will be able to be 3 feet apart.

When physical distancing of 3 feet isn’t possible, even for a short period of time, it is especially

important to be diligent about the other prevention strategies.  Adults must be 6-feet apart from each

other.

Q: With all the students back in school, what will breakfast and lunch look like?

In short, we are focusing on: physical distancing as much as possible, cohorting students, and improved

ventilation/air flow.  We will have breakfast in the classroom (BIC) and lunch most often served in the

cafeteria, although we will utilize additional spaces as well.  Each of our schools has a unique layout and

schedule, so the solution will be customized to the school.

Q: Will athletics be held?

A: Yes, we are offering all the fall sports that we did before the pandemic.  High school athletics will

follow MIAA guidelines, which haven’t yet been released for Fall 2021.  Updated information can be
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found on the Athletics webpage, including fall tryouts.  HPS Middle School athletics/sports will most

likely be school-based fitness and intramural athletics.

Q: Will extracurricular activities and after-school programming be held?

A: Yes.  Schools will still host extracurricular activities.  Contact your school for more details or visit the

district’s Enrichment and Extended Learning webpage to learn more about Connections after-school

program.

Q: Are uniforms required?

A: Schools will follow their pre-COVID uniform policy.  Contact your school with questions.

Q: How do I enroll my new student into HPS?

A: There are many ways.  Online: www.enrollholyoke.com. Phone: Call Enrollment Center at

413-534-2000, option 1.  You can also call to book an in-person appointment at our main office, 57

Suffolk Street.

Q: Where are the bus routes?

A: The transportation webpage has the bus routes. If you have questions, please contact your school or

the department of transportation at 413-534-2000, extension 1640.

Q: What are the attendance expectations this year?

A: Please refer to the attendance webpage to read this year’s attendance policy.  In short, students need

to attend class on time every day when healthy.

Q: What if my child is exposed to COVID-19?  Will they need to stay home from school? (Updated

9/10/21)

A: If your child is a close contact to someone in school with a confirmed case of COVID-19, they are

encouraged to participate in the “Test and Stay” program. Under test and stay, asymptomatic individuals

who were identified as close contacts at school will have the option to remain in school and be COVID

rapid tested daily by the nurse for at least 7 days from the date of exposure. The staff member or student

can remain in school as long as they remain asymptomatic, wear masks at all times other than eating or

drinking, and monitor their symptoms through day 14, and self-isolate at home if symptoms develop. By

opting into “Test and Stay,” your child or  the staff member may be able to remain in school.  Students or

staff who are a close contact to someone outside of school with a confirmed case of COVID-19 are

required to stay home for a quarantine period as directed by the school nurse and/or child’s health care

provider.

Q: What if my child is required to quarantine due to exposure to COVID-19.  How will they keep up

with their school work? (New question added 9/10/21)

A: In the event a student is feeling well enough to learn but is not permitted to attend school due to

required isolation as a result of a positive COVID-19 case, HPS will provide the student remote access to
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learning. Please read the at-home instructional plan for students who need to quarantine due to positive

COVID-19 cases.

Q: What is the quarantine protocol? (Updated 9/10/21)

A: Students and staff are required to quarantine per guidance from their school nurse and/or physician,

unless the individual was a close contact to someone at school, is asymptomatic and agrees to

participate in the Test and Stay program.

Q: Will we have field trips?

A: After consulting with the local Board of Health (BOH), we believe we can have small, well-managed

field trips, such as one classroom going to an outdoor location.  We do not anticipate being able to have

large, multiclass field trips to indoor locations at this time.  As the pandemic evolves, we will update

guidance after consulting with the BOH.

Q: Do adults who are vaccinated need to wear a mask indoors?

A: Yes.  All adults in school buildings need to wear a mask indoors, except for eating and during mask

breaks or by themselves.

Q: What is the policy on visitors?

A: Although we are still limiting access to our school buildings from visitors, families can make

appointments with their teacher or other staff members to come to the school as needed.   Meetings

with families regarding students’ individual education plans, 504 plans and other education needs will

primarily be held via video conference (e.g. Zoom, Google Hangouts).  Central Office is also available

between 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., although appointments are strongly encouraged, especially if enrolling a new

student.  Masks required.

Q: If there is a COVID case in my child's school, what should I expect for communication? (Updated

9/10/21)

A: You will receive an email from the school to alert you if there is a case in the school.  If your child is a

close contact, you will receive a phone call.

15

https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/EN-HPS-Fall-2021-Guidance_-Remote-Learning-if-a-Student-is-Positive.pdf
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/families/health-wellness-nursing/covid-19-pooled-testing-program/

