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FAST FACTS

AH
Our Schools

Elementary: Donahue, Kelly, Lawrence, 
McMahon, Metcalf, Morgan, Sullivan, E.N. White

Middle: Holyoke STEM Academy, Peck,  
Veritas Prep Holyoke 

High School: Holyoke High School  
North & Dean Campuses

Students & Teachers
Total enrollment: 5,293 

Student/teacher ratio: 13.3 to 1 
Full-time teachers: 399 

Average class size: 19 in elementary school,  
17 in middle school, 16 in high school

2
College Prep

AP courses offered: 11
Students enrolled in early college  

and dual enrollment: > 200

Diversity
African American: 3.1%, Asian: 0.8%,  

Hispanic: 79.8%, White: 14.9%,  
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander: 0.1%, 

Multi-Race, Non-Hispanic: 1.3%

AAA

57 Suffolk Street
Holyoke, MA 01040

Phone: (413) 534-2000
Fax: (413) 534-3730

Website: www.hps.holyoke.ma.us

@holyokepublicschools
facebook.com/holyokepublicschools

@hpsholyoke
twitter.com/hpsholyoke

7 percentage point gain in 
the 10th-grade ELA MCAS 
proficient or higher category  

20 percent improvement in the 
graduation rate (and a 23% 
improvement in dropout rate) 12x increase in the number of 

students in early college and 
dual enrollment programs

47 percent rise in the number 
of students enrolled in early 
childhood programming



A Pathway for Every Student
In Holyoke, we know that students do best when they choose their 
pathways and pursue their passions. That is why we have designed 
multiple pathways of excellence where all students graduate prepared to 
excel in college, career and community leadership. 

In our pursuit to provide high-quality instruction for all, we: 

• encourage bold thinking

• explore all possibilities for student success

• embrace all students and families as our own

• empower school teams to impact change

• engage in meaningful feedback



Multiple Pathways for Success
We are focused on providing high-quality education and multiple pathways for students' success. 
Additional pre-K classrooms, dual language classrooms, a career explorations program, and 
enrichment and extended day choices are offered.

Dual Language Immersion
Holyoke is home to the first dual language program 
in Western Massachusetts. This innovative program 

offers students the opportunity to learn in two languages, 

English and Spanish, by using curriculum aligned 

with the state's curriculum frameworks. The goals of 

the program are grade-level academic achievement, 

bilingualism, biliteracy, and skills for all students to 

understand and work with people from different cultures. 

Early Childhood Education 
HPS offers free preschool programs in partnership with 

the Valley Opportunity Council. Two of our schools 
earned the highest designation in the quality rating 
system of the Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care. We are committed to expanding free 

high-quality, full-day pre-K to accommodate as many 

young Holyoke learners as possible. In just a few years 

time, we've nearly doubled our enrollment and now there 

are over 400 young learners in our program. 

I love that at HPS, it is not my students. 
They are our students. And as a school 
we are in it together. We are here for all 
of  them, because we want every one of  
them to be successful.  

- Militza Semide  
Dual Language Program Educator  "

"



In Holyoke, we want to ensure that all families have a choice in the educational program their child 
receives, and we are especially excited about our growing middle school options.  

Choice Programs for Students

Middle School Pathways
Some of our unique middle school options 

include:

Holyoke STEM Academy is a Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

school, where students engage in hands-

on learning, such as coding and robotics, 

and develop strong problem-solving and 

communication skills. STEM Academy is 

a pipeline into two of our science-themed 

learning academies at Holyoke High School.

Veritas Prep Holyoke is a college prep middle 

school, where its close-knit community sets 

high expectations for each student and provides 

daily tutoring and customized supports. 

Summit Learning is a personalized approach to 

teaching and learning. This program gives every student support from a caring mentor, life skills that they can apply to 

real-world situations, and an ability to use self-direction, understand their own strengths and weaknesses, and prepare 

themselves for life after graduation.

"



High School Reinvented
HPS students have the opportunity to graduate with additional credentials that provide for college 
and career options. Our students learn to become effective communicators, critical thinkers, 
engaged and productive community members, and mindful individuals.

High School Academies
Holyoke High North Campus offers four theme-based 

academies, allowing for students to develop a personalized 

learning path toward college, career or both. The academies 

provide a frame of reference and field experience that 

connect academic work to the work of the world. Our 

academy offerings include:

• Community and Global Studies Academy

• Technology, Engineering, and Design Academy

• Performing and Media Arts Academy

• Medical and Life Sciences Academy 

Other offerings for high school students are the Freshman 

Academy (for ninth-grade students), Newcomer Program 

(for those new to the English language and the country), 

and Opportunity Academy (for students in need of an 

alternative pathway to graduation).

I genuinely think there isn't another 
high school where you can go to 
get such an amazing educational 
experience. As students, we are 
offered so many programs and 
academic opportunities to take 
advantage of  -- it's very versatile.  

It’s also easy to develop a relationship 
with the staff  at HHS, which means 
you’d never go unnoticed in any of  
your classes. 

- Salome Moreno 
HHS Student 

"

"Students at Holyoke High School receive in-depth, well-rounded, MassCore-aligned education that provides them with 

exposure to a wide array of college and career opportunities in the area of their emerging interests and community-based 

learning opportunities.



Career and Technical Education
At Holyoke High Dean Campus, students are able to explore and 

ultimately select a career technical education (CTE) pathway. 

Our state-of-the-art facility helps prepare them for embarking 

on their career path directly after graduation, or for continuing 

their education at a higher level institution. CTE programs 

include: 

• Automotive Collision Repair and Refinishing

• Carpentry

• Cosmetology

• Culinary Arts

• Diesel Technology 

• Electrical

• Health Assisting

• Machine Technology

• Programming and Web Development

AP Courses 
Art Studio
English Language & Comp.
English Literature & Comp. 
United States History

World History
European History
Spanish Language & Culture
Calculus 

Biology
Environmental Science
Physics"



College, Career, and Community
Every HPS student is on a path to excel in college, career, and community leadership. Students gain 
critical skills and knowledge through work-based learning experiences both inside and outside of 
the classroom.

Early College & Dual Enrollment  
Our early college and dual enrollment offerings provide 

students with the opportunity to earn both high school 

and college credit at the same time. Eligible high school 

students can enroll in college classes, giving them the 

chance to graduate with up to two years of college credit. 

Students also develop the skills and mindset to be 

successful in college.  More than 200 Holyoke High School 
students access on and off campus college classes through 

partnerships with Holyoke Community College, Springfield 

Technical Community College, Westfield State University, 

and the University of Massachusetts.

Amherst College
Arizona State University
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Clark University
College of the Holy Cross
Dartmouth College

Elms College
George Washington University
Hampshire College
Holyoke Community College
Mount Holyoke College
Norwich University
Providence College
Skidmore College

Smith College
Springfield Technical  
Syracuse University
University of Massachusetts 
Wesleyan University
Westfield State University
Western New England University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Recent College Acceptances



The Holyoke Public Schools maintains strong  

partnerships with individuals, organizations, and 

businesses throughout the greater Holyoke area, 

providing pathways for our students to real-world 

experiences.  

Internships, job shadows, and work-based learning in 

the field offer valuable experiences for our students to 

learn about potential career pathways and explore their 

interests while receiving the essential foundations for 

academic success. 

Some of our internships include...
• Day Brook Village Senior Living 

• Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce

• E.N. White School

• Holyoke HealthCare Center

• Holyoke High School North Campus 

• Holyoke Medical Center 

• MD Beauty Salon

• Pleasant Street Auto Body 

• Tri-State Truck Center  

Work-Based Partnerships
Some of our students are performing state-of-the-
art environmental impact research in engineering 
and environmental science, learning the engineering 
behind clean water systems, using 3D printers, 
and collecting data on a turbine patent to update 
hydroelectric dams. Some of our work-based learning 
experiences are provided in partnership with...

Community & Work-Based 
Learning

• Holyoke Medical Center
• Pioneer Valley Coral & Natural Science 

Institute 
• Holyoke Gas and Electric
• Electric Power Development International
• Hampden County District Attorney’s Office
• Holyoke Police Department
• Holyoke City Hall
• UMASS Public Policy Department
• Westfield State's Criminal Justice Department
• Holyoke Community College Theater 

Company 
• Nueva Esperanza
• UMass Theater
• One Holyoke and the National Players



Athletics
Holyoke’s athletics program is built on passion and perseverance. Our students build self-
confidence, self-esteem, pride, and respect for oneself and for others through team sports. 

Baseball
Basketball
Cheerleading
Cross Country
Field Hockey
Football
Golf
Ice Hockey
Indoor Track

Skiing
Soccer
Softball
Swimming
Tennis
Track
Volleyball
Wrestling

Interscholastic High School Sports

We are incredibly proud of our student-athletes and 
partners. They have earned recognition as All-League All-
Stars, received Sportsmanship Awards, garnered Western 
Massachusetts Championship titles, and competed in 
State Championship tournaments.



Holyoke Athletic Hall Of Fame
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18

The Hall of Fame was established to preserve the 

memory of HPS's great athletic history - dating back 

as far as 1889. The Inaugural Ceremony, which took 

place on October 27, 2018, inducted four legends, 

two teams, three coaches, three contributors, and 

thirteen individual athletes. The wide variety of teams 

represented included baseball, basketball, football, 

soccer, and swimming. 

Intramural and Unified Sports 
Holyoke's athletics program continues to grow. 

Our offerings have expanded to include intramural 

basketball, flag football, volleyball, and soccer for 

our middle school students.  

Unified sports are the latest addition to our high 

school program. Designed to provide a competitive 

experience for our unified athletes and partners 

(individuals with and without intellectual 

disabilities), the program features basketball in  

the fall and track in the spring.



The Arts
The arts are thriving in the Holyoke Public Schools. The commitment, camaraderie, enjoyment, and 
thrill of a team effort fostered through our arts program helps bring our students closer together 
and builds a strong community. 

Arts At A Glance
The Holyoke Public Schools are dedicated to providing fine 

arts to all of our students. Holyoke's robust program is based 

on the Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Frameworks.

Student masterpieces travel past the walls of the classroom, 

and are shared with audiences throughout Holyoke and 

around the world. Some of these projects include creating 

holiday cards for veterans at the Soldiers Home in Holyoke, 

and making portraits for orphans around the world through 

The Memory Project.

Holyoke Public Schools' music and theater programs are 

so beloved, they garner the attention of the entire Holyoke 

community. Our music offerings are made even richer 

through our partnerships with industry experts and local 

organizations. They bring music to our classrooms and 

provide students with their preferred choice of instrument, 

such as violin, viola, cello, flute, clarinet, saxophone, 

trumpet, trombone, or drums.  



After School & Summer Learning
We provide bold, innovative, student-centered learning 

experiences that give students an opportunity to learn new 

skills, discover strengths and interests, make new friends, 

and have fun.  

In collaboration with a local partner organization, we are 

able to offer the Honors Arts Academy, a conservatory-

style, after-school arts program for grades 7-9 that 

provides exposure to rigorous arts training, and establishes 

a bridge to high school. Through this partnership, our 

students can also spend part of their summer exploring and 

performing a play by Shakespeare.

Extended Learning

3-D Art
American Sign Language
Arts & Crafts
Business
Cartooning
College Readiness
Cooking
Dance

Foreign Language
Gardening
Gender Sexuality Alliance
Jewelry Making
Martial Arts
As Schools Match Wits
Music
Newspaper

Reading
Robotics 
Running
Student Government
STEM
Student Newspaper
Theater
Yearbook

A Sample of Our Clubs

We have chosen to supplement our academic curriculum to provide an enriching after school and 
summer learning program for all of our students.



We invite you to get involved
We believe that Holyoke Public Schools and Holyoke 

families and community members are partners in our 

children’s success. There are many ways to volunteer, from 

short-term, one-time events, to long-term commitments,  

such as serving on one of our committees:

• Parent Teacher Organizations

• Parent Power Academy

• Special Education Parent Advisory Council  

• District Parent Advisory Group

• English Learner Parent Advisory Council

• District Parent Leadership Group

• Holyoke Education Equity Coalition 

• Holyoke School Committee

• School Site Councils

When a parent, business owner, or other community 

member shares their talents and experiences during  

a school activity or lesson, our children benefit. 

Community Engagement
We are committed to pursuing excellence through educational equity by being adamant in our 
efforts to ensure that every child receives a first-rate personalized experience. Your help is valued 
and welcomed!



NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
It is the policy of the Holyoke Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, marital status, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, disability and homelessness in admission to, access to, treatment in, or employment in its programs and activities. 

I started volunteering several years ago 
at Metcalf  because the school was asking 
families for help. The experience was so 
fulfilling that I now continue to volunteer 
at McMahon. I have learned a great deal 
from some extremely talented teachers, 
and have had the pleasure of  working 
with some really wonderful students. 
The schools are not simply part of  this 
community - they ARE this community.  
Holyoke Public Schools are our past, our 
present, and our future. Come in and  
find out for yourself  - come in and 
volunteer!

- Christine LaBoursoliere, HPS Parent"

"



Enroll your student or join the HPS team! 

Visit our website for more information: https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us.


