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In Holyoke, we know that students do their best when they choose their 

pathways and pursue their passions. That is why we have designed multiple 

pathways of excellence where all students graduate prepared to excel in 

college, career, and community leadership. 

Welcome to the
Holyoke Public Schools

57 Suffolk Street

Holyoke, MA 01040

Phone: (413) 534-2000

Fax: (413) 534-3730

 www.hps.holyoke.ma.us

Contact Us

Facebook
facebook.com/holyokepublicschools

Twitter
@hpsholyoke

Instagram
@hpsholyoke

Connect with Us

YouTube
Holyoke Public Schools Media Center

A little bit about us...

H Elementary and Middle: Donahue, E.N. White, Holyoke STEM Academy, Kelly, 

Lawrence, McMahon, Metcalf, Morgan, Peck, Sullivan, Veritas Prep Holyoke 

Holyoke High School: Dean Campus, North Campus, Opportunity AcademyOur Schools

A Total enrollment: 5,350 

Student/teacher ratio: 13 to 1 

Full-time teachers: 387

Average class size: 19 in elementary school, 17 in middle school, 17 in high school
Students & Teachers

o
AP courses offered: 11

College prep programming: Nearly 345 enrollments

Students enrolled in advanced opportunities (gr. 11-12): 45 percent 

(including AP courses, Early College, Dual Enrollment and internships)
College Prep



Participating in
work-based learning
(internships, co-ops, 
& practicums)

120 Students

Increase in the
graduation rate

10 Point

Invested in the physical
infrastructure of our school
buildings

$17+ Million

6 Point
Increase in third-grade 
ELA MCAS since last year

Number of PreK seats,
nearly doubling our 
access to PreK
programming

522

Decrease in the
dropout rate

53 Percent

85 Percent
Increase in number of
students enrolled in
college prep programming

10x
Increase in dual language
student enrollment

At HPS, the numbers add UP!

* * Unless otherwise indicated, facts are determined by comparing data from 2019 to data from 2015.





Dual Language Program
Holyoke is home to the first dual language program in Western Massachusetts. This 

innovative program offers students the opportunity to learn in two languages - English 

and Spanish - by using  a program of study that is aligned with the state's curriculum 

frameworks. The program’s goals include: grade-level academic expectations, 

bilingualism, biliteracy, and the skills for all students to understand and be able to work 

with people from different cultures. 

Early Childhood Education 
HPS offers free preschool programs, some of which are in partnership with the Valley 

Opportunity Council (VOC). Two of the VOC classrooms earned the highest designation in 

the quality rating system of the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care. 

We are committed to expanding free, high-quality, full-day PreK to accommodate as 

many young Holyoke learners as possible. In just a few years time, we've nearly doubled 

our enrollment and now there are over 500 young learners in our program. 

Holyoke STEM Academy
Holyoke STEM Academy is a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics school, 

where students engage in hands-on learning, such as coding and robotics, and develop 

strong problem-solving and communication skills. STEM Academy is a pipeline into our 

Engineering & Life Sciences Academy at Holyoke High School (HHS) North Campus and 

our career vocational technical education programs at HHS Dean Campus. 

At Holyoke Public Schools, we provide high-quality education for all and 

offer multiple pathways for students’ success. Additional PreK seats, dual 

language classrooms, career explorations, and enrichment and extended day 

opportunities are just some of the options offered to our learners.

PreK-8 Pathways  
at HPS

Veritas Prep Holyoke
Veritas Prep Holyoke (VPH) is a college prep middle school, where our close-knit 

community sets high expectations for each student and provides daily tutoring and 

customized supports. Weekly community meetings are aligned with social and emotional 

lessons in the classroom to build a productive and safe learning environment where all 

children can reach their full potential. A variety of enrichment classes and extracurricular 

activities provide students with a well-rounded education. 



“I have had spectacular teachers during my 

time at HPS. And some of them I have to thank 

for where I am today. Going to Harvard has 

been an aspiration for the past few years, and I 

believe I made it because my parents taught me 

to strive for the best and because my friends 

and community at HHS have always been 

supportive.”  - Jack Shea, HHS Senior 



High School Pathways

High School Academies 
Holyoke High School North Campus offers three  

linked-learning academies, allowing for students 

to develop a personalized learning path toward 

college, career, or both. The academies provide a 

frame of reference and field experience that connect 

academic study to the work of the world. 

Our academies are:

• Community and Global Studies Academy

• Performing and Media Arts Academy

• Engineering and Life Sciences Academy 

Other offerings for high school students are the 

Freshman Academy for our ninth-grade students; 

Opportunity Academy for our students in search 

of an alternative pathway to graduation; and 

Transitions Academy for students with disabilities, 

ages 18-22 years old, to guide them through their  

transition from a student to an emergent adult role.

Career Vocational Technical 
Education (CVTE) 

At HHS Dean Campus, students are able to explore 

and ultimately select a CVTE pathway. Our state-of-

the-art facility helps prepare students to embark 

on their career path directly after graduation, or 

for continuing their education at a higher level 

institution. 

CVTE programs include: 

• Automotive Collision Repair and Refinishing

• Carpentry

• Cosmetology

• Culinary Arts

• Diesel Technology 

• Electrical

• Health Assisting

• Advanced Manufacturing

• Programming and Web Development

Holyoke Public Schools students have the 

opportunity to graduate with additional 

credentials that provide for college and career 

options. They learn to become effective 

communicators, critical thinkers, engaged and 

productive community members, and  

mindful individuals. 

Students at Holyoke High School receive an in-depth, well-rounded, MassCore-aligned education

that provides them with exposure to a wide array of college and career opportunities in the area of

their emerging interests, and community-based learning opportunities.

Advanced Placement Courses 
g Art Studio

g English Language & Comp.

g English Literature & Comp. 

g United States History

g World History

g European History

g Spanish Language & Culture

g Calculus 

g Biology

g Environmental Science

g Physics

Our



Holyoke High School (HHS) partners with community 

organizations that provide our students with the 

chance to attend informative presentations as 

well as engage in hands-on field experience inside 

and outside of the classroom. These community 

partnerships from various industry sectors are aligned 

with the high school academies’ curriculum. 

The high school’s work-based learning office 

provides students with pathways to job shadows and 

internships. These opportunities “in the field” offer 

invaluable experiences for our students to learn about 

potential career pathways and explore their interests, 

while learning the essential foundations for academic, 

career, and community success. 

College, Career,
and Community

Every student at HPS is on a path to excel in college, career, 

and community leadership. Students gain critical skills and 

knowledge through work-based learning experiences both 

inside and outside of the classroom.

g Beaulieu Electric

g Day Brook Village Senior Living 

g Enchanted Circle Theater

g Genesis Health Care

g Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce

g Head Start

g Holyoke Boys and Girls Club

g Holyoke HealthCare Center

g Holyoke Medical Center 

g Holyoke Police Department

g Holyoke Public Schools

g Homework House

g Learn in Motion

g Public Higher Education Network of Mass.

g Sodexo

g Stiebel Properties

g The Performance Project

g Therapeutic Equestrian Center

Community and Work-Based Learning

Here are a few of our work-based learning opportunities:



Pathways to College
Our early college and dual enrollment offerings provide 

students with the opportunity to earn high school and college 

credit simultaneously. Nearly 345 eligible high school students 

enroll in on- and off-campus college classes, giving them the 

chance to graduate with up to one year of college credit through 

partnerships with local colleges.

Early College

HPS has established two early college programs - one through 

Westfield State University, the other in partnership with 

Holyoke Community College (HCC). These programs are free 

and help make college and career attainment accessible to all of 

our students.  The programs provide both strong academics and 

extra support to participating students.

Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollment provides the pathway for HHS students 

to take college classes at one of our partner institutions: 

HCC, Springfield Technical Community College, University 

of Massachusetts Amherst and Westfield State University. 

Students who take these classes are often better prepared to 

take on what college has to offer after high school graduation.

g American International College

g Bay Path College

g Becker College

g Bridgewater State University 

g Clark University

g Elms College

g Endicott College

g Fitchburg State University

g Framingham State University 

g Franklin Pierce University

g Harvard University

g Holyoke Community College

g Keene State University

g Montana State University 

g Penn State University

g Porter & Chester Institute 

g Roger Williams University

g Sacred Heart University

g Salve Regina University

g Smith College

g Springfield College

g Springfield Technical Community College

g Stonehill College

g University of Hartford

g University of Massachusetts Amherst 

g University of New Haven

g Western New England University

g Westfield State University 

g Wheaton College

g Worcester State University

Some of our Recent 
College Acceptances:



The mission of our Athletics Department is 

to build self-confidence, self-esteem, pride 

and respect for all through participation in 

an athletics community that values each 

student as an individual. Our programs 

promote sportsmanship, hard work, 

fair play, fun, the development of team 

concepts, winning as well as losing with 

dignity, and other valuable lifelong lessons. 



Interscholastic Sports
We are incredibly proud of our student-athletes and 

partners. Our students have earned recognition as 

All-League All-Stars, received Sportsmanship Awards, 

garnered Western Massachusetts Championship titles, 

and competed in State Championship tournaments.

Our high school sports offerings: 
g  Baseball

g  Basketball

g  Cheerleading

g  Cross Country

g  Field Hockey

g  Football

g  Golf

g  Indoor Track

g  Soccer

g  Softball

g  Swimming

g  Tennis

g  Track

g  Volleyball

g  Wrestling

Unified Sports 
Unified sports are the latest addition to our high school 

athletics program. Designed to provide a competitive 

experience for our unified athletes and partners 

(individuals with and without intellectual disabilities), 

the program features basketball in the fall and track in 

the spring.

Intramural Sports 
Holyoke’s middle school intramural athletics program 

continues to grow. The program has doubled its 

offerings this year for our students. Thanks to strong 

partnerships with the Boys and Girls Club of Holyoke 

and the Play Ball! Foundation, we have been able to add 

offerings such as girls basketball as well as football, 

boys basketball, dance, wrestling, volleyball and 

soccer.

Athletic Hall of Fame
The Hall of Fame was established in 2018 to preserve 

the memory of the Holyoke Public Schools’ great 

athletic history, which dates back to 1889. The Hall of 

Fame honors legends, teams, coaches, contributors and 

individual athletes at their annual induction ceremony.

      at HPS
Athletics



Arts, Clubs &

3-D Art
American Sign Language
Arts & Crafts
As Schools Match Wits
Business
Cartooning
College Readiness
Cooking
Dance
Foreign Language
Gardening
Gender Sexuality Alliance

Jewelry Making
Martial Arts
Music
Newspaper
Reading
Robotics 
Running
Student Government
STEM
Theater
Yearbook

Select Clubs:

Extended Learning
Arts, Music & Theater
HPS is dedicated to providing fine arts to our students. Holyoke’s robust 
program is based on the Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Frameworks. 
Student work travels past the walls of the classroom and is shared with 
audiences worldwide, such as making portraits for orphans around the 
world through the renowned Memory Project.

Holyoke Public Schools’ music and theater programs are so beloved, they 
garner the attention of the entire Holyoke community. The annual musical 
that HHS produces has been a cherished, local event for over 20 years. 

Our music offerings are made even richer through our partnerships 
with industry experts and local organizations. They bring music to our 
classrooms and provide students with their preferred choice of instrument, 
such as voice, bells, keyboard, violin, viola, cello, flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and drums.  



Arts, Clubs &

We aim to provide bold, innovative, student-
centered learning experiences after school that 

support schools in preparing every student to excel 
in college, career, and community leadership. 

Students receive academic support, recreation, and 
enrichment throughout various sessions during the 

year. They discover strengths and interests, make 
new friends, and have fun through project-based 

learning and hands-on experiences.

In the summer, students build critical academic 
skills in math and literacy. After lunch, it’s time 

for camp! There’s daily movement enrichment 
activities run by our staff and community partners 

that foster social-emotional skill development  
and promote wellness.

Extended Learning



The HPS Commitment
HPS is committed to recruiting, developing and retaining a 

workforce that reflects our student population. Forty-two 

percent of HPS students speak a language other than English 

at home, and eighty-one percent of students identify as 

Latinx. In order to realize these goals, HPS has established 

internal programs that help advance our paraprofessionals 

and teachers within their careers at HPS - such as the Mount 

Holyoke College Urban Teacher Pathways (UTP) program 

- as well as external partnerships to further advance our 

commitment to equity and diversity.  

Holyoke Public Schools is committed to building and retaining a workforce that is not only the most 

talented in the state, but also celebrates and reflects the rich diversity of our students.

Non-Discrimination Policy: It is the policy of HPS not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, marital status, age, sex, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, disability and homelessness in admission to, access to, treatment in, or employment in its programs and activities. 

Equity & Diversity
Our

Commitment

 “Through the UTP Program I was able to access 

an education that fits my schedule and the 

current professional market needs.  The program 

set me on a new path that is both challenging and 

rewarding.  I am very lucky to teach students in 

Holyoke. I am making a difference while fulfilling 

my professional goals and aspirations.”

-Rebecca Chaverri, McMahon Teacher



We believe that the Holyoke Public Schools partners with Holyoke families and 
community members in our children’s success. The more our community invests their 
time, the more our students grow. 

When a parent, business owner, or other community 

member shares their talents and time at school, our 

children benefit. There are many ways to volunteer, 

from short-term, one-time events, to long-term 

commitments, such as serving on one of our 

committees:

g Parent Teacher Organizations

g Parent Power Academy

g Special Education Parent Advisory Council  

g District Parent Advisory Group

g English Learner Parent Advisory Council

g District Parent Leadership Group

g Holyoke Education Equity Coalition 

g Holyoke School Committee

g School Site Councils

g Arts Task Force

We invite you to get involved

Equity & Diversity

Get involved at

”Being a volunteer in my daughter’s classroom means everything to me.  It gives me a chance to keep up 

with her growth and how she socializes with her friends.  It means seeing how great her teachers are at 

doing what they love.  It means showing the school that we parents are serious about wanting to see our 

children’s progress and get the most out of every school year.” 

-Jose Roque,  Parent 

HPS



Now is the time to join the HPS community!

Visit our website for more information: https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us


