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January 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Kathy Hochul  
Governor of New York State  
NYS State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Dear Honorable Hochul, 
 
We write to you in the shadow of the most recent court decisions related to the mask mandate. We respectfully request 
the State consider the full ramifications of its decisions, rules, and regulations.   The State needs to demonstrate to the 
public that they have had serious deliberations and input from the parties in education and health, including municipalities 
and school districts. Only through these earnest conversations can the State demonstrate a clear path and process. 

The State’s failure to set and articulate clear goals and metrics has led to confusion among school boards and the public.  
The result of these failures has unnecessarily distracted school districts from their main charge of educating children in 
the healthiest and most efficient means possible.  Boards, administrators, teachers, and staff are spending an exhausting 
amount of time and energy on non-educational issues, which in turn affects children, frustrates parents, and fractures 
communities.  In addition, the State’s failure to identify any metric has resulted in parents taking their frustration out on 
their school boards, the most local governing body in the community. 

Understanding that the courts have made conflicting decisions on these matters and the appellate courts are now 
addressing the issues, we respectfully ask that you communicate with local entities in your future determinations and 
make clear to those parties as well as the public what the roadmap is to success and meeting the goals so we can return 
to the productive education system that our students have become used to and deserve. 

We appreciate your time and attention and welcome any dialogue we can have to answer any questions you have and 
discuss the issues that affect an outstanding school district and community like Bethpage. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
David Schneider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
Michael J Kelly  Sandra Watson 
President  Vice-President 
 
Christina Scelta  Anna Israelton 
John Lonardo  James McGlynn 
Marie Swierkowski 
Trustees 
 
Cc: Dr. Betty A. Rosa, NYS Dept. of Education 

Mary T. Bassett, M.D., M.P.H., NYS Dept. of Health 
New York State School Boards Association 
Senator Jim Gaughran 
Senator Kevin Thomas 


