
Bentonville Board of Education 
Minutes 

November 2, 2015 
 
BOARD:     ADMINISTRATION:   PRESS: 
Rebecca Powers    Mike Poore    Dave Perozek 
Joe Quinn     Paul Stolt 
Travis Riggs     Judy Marquess 
Matthew Burgess    Andy Mayes 
Willie Cowgur     Jack Loyd 
Brent Leas     Stephanie Lane 
Grant Lightle     Chris DeWitt 
      Nathalie  Brunell 
      Cindy Dewey    Admin Con’t: 
      Marilyn Gilchrist    Karrie Arbuckle 
      Jason Brunner    Tamara Gibson 
      Vic England    Tim Sparacino 
      Ashley Williams    Matt Saferite 
      Tanya Sharp    Dena Ross 
      Jonathon Guthrie   Paul Wallace 
      Stacee Freeman   Kim Sutton 
      Lisa St. John    Jeff Wasem 
      Amy Simpson 
 
GUESTS: 
Ron Shelby, Michelle McClaflin, Patrick Horath, Troy Musson, Jacky Littlefield, Amy Gillespie, Gretchen 
Bellamy 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
President Riggs called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance. Secretary Powers called 
roll. All were present, there was a quorum. 
 
PRE AGENDA REPORTS: 
Board of Education Student Representative: 
President Riggs recapped the previous presentation to have a student representative for the Board of 
Education. Mr. Quinn presented his ideas to move forward: 

 Have 5 students: 1 from each HS and JH 

 Allow the principals to determine the selection process 

 Have an agenda item allowing the students to participate 

 Have the principals decide how to rotate somehow to allow more students to participate.  

 Begin in January and re-evaluate in May 
 
More information will be researched and be presented at a future meeting. 
 
Instruction: 
New Course approval: 
Mr. Poore gave an overview of how the course approval process has developed. Ms. Marquess 
discussed the various programs presented for approval. The original request has been amended based 
on information received from the ADE late last week, which will allow a request for a waiver, which can 
allow 2016-17 seniors to take one of the proposed classes.  Ms. Marquess explained the course approval 
process and the many items reviewed before a course moves forward for Board approval. This item will 
require Board action at the 11/16/15 meeting. There was discussion: 

 Make sure we keep both high schools equitable. 

 Be careful about 1 time grants, which can cost the district down the road. 

 We need multiple course codes to allow students to take courses and get credit. 
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 Some classes will be offered in conjunction with other western Benton county schools. 

 If an offered class does not have enough students enrolled to be effective, it would not be offered. 

 If the grant is not approved, has the Board approved the course using different funding sources? 

 Some classes are approved but no longer taught. 
 

Honors - graduation cord 
Mr. Poore explained that this item may require Board action in the future. Mr. Loyd explained that he has 
several requests to honor students by allowing them to wear cords at graduation. He went over some of 
the various areas he would like to honor students. There was discussion: 

 This will allow more students to be honored. 

 There are many things to decide, such as if a students does something dishonest in 9th grade, 
can they still graduate with high honors? 

 This will be discussed and action at the January pre-agenda meeting. 
 
Personnel: 
Instructional Assistants CNA: 
Ms. Ross explained that this will allow Ms. Brown, Special Education Director, to offer a higher salary 
when a CNA position comes open. This is not a new position, but will allow people with special training to 
be placed in this position. This will be an action item at the 11/16/15 meeting. 
 
Transportation: 
Mr. DeWitt is requesting one FTE right now with the possibility of a 2nd later. Our student enrollment has 
increased by over 4000 and more staff is needed. This will be an action item at the 11/16/15 meeting. 
 
Facilities: 
Mr. Wallace explained that the district’s square footage has grown significantly in the past several years 
with very little addition to facilities staff. He feels his staff is not able to provide as much attention to 
building needs as they would like, has to farm many projects out, and mainly handles the emergencies. 
This will be an action item for the 11/16/15 board meeting.  
 
Technology: 
Mr. Mayes explained that he has had a position open for a software developer for over a year and has not 
been able to find an appropriate person. Things have changed recently: 

 There have been several interns that have been able to develop programs 

 He has been able to outsource to a 3rd party provider.  

 His department has much more equipment to maintain and needs more to support them. 
 
Annual Report to the Public: 
Mr. Poore said this report is to fulfill compliance requirements. The report includes things such as 
graduation rates, testing, finance, accreditation, staffing, etc. Mr. Stolt is working on compiling all this 
information in a report that will be available to the public.  
 
Calendar and Boundaries: 
Mr. Poore said that discussion over calendar and boundaries is a very hot topic in a growing district: 

 After a previous presentation and recommendation for a district wide boundary adjustment, only 
the high schools was adjusted. 

 Last year the ES principals asked to have one calendar for K-4.There is an option for a K-6 
calendar that could be slightly different from the 7-12 calendar.  

 Ms. Sharp has numbers of the students that will be affected. 

 The administration does not want to bring a recommendation without Board support. Mr. Riggs 
said he asked for this item to be on the agenda to gauge the support of the Board.  

 The first question is whether the Board is going to support one calendar.  
 

Motion by Rebecca Powers, to approve moving to one calendar per recommendation of the 
Administration. There was no second, the motion failed. 
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Motion by Willie Cowgur, seconded by Matt Burgess, to add an action item to the November 16, 2015, 
agenda concerning one calendar as well as an implementation date. The motion passed 7-0. 

 
There was discussion: 

 The Board wants to see the proposed calendar. 

 They want data about students’ movement, can we see boundaries before and after ES #11 looks 
like.  

 The administration does not want to move forward without support from the Board.  
 
This will be added to November 16, 2015, agenda as an action item. 
 
Policy: 
Social Media Policy update –This will be moved to a later meeting. 
 
Facilities: 
BWHS update: 
The tour was great, but we will not have a report tonight. 
 
Facility report: 
There is nothing to discuss other than what is written in the report. 
 
I.12 Graduation requirements: 
Ms. Marquess went over the changes and updates in the requirements: 

 A computer science class can now be a math credit. 

 Part of the previous policy did not get included in the update on the web. 
 
This will be an action item at the 11/16/15 board meeting. 
 
Commit to 2nd Lien approach to MS #5: 
Mr. Wallace and Ms. Brunell explained that the need to open MS #5 is there. Mr. Beardsley explained that 
with a 2nd lien it is possible to construct MS #5 at the same time and open both in 2017.  

 The district received partnership money, which was not included in the budget and can be used 
for other needs. 

 MS #5 will also qualify to apply for state funds. 

 There are cost savings by building both at the same time, as opposed to building them 
separately. 

 We are budgeting for the payment for ES #11 and will go ahead and budget to add the MS #5 
payment.  

 Nabholz would go ahead and building MS #5 along with ES #11. This would not go out for bids. 

 The need for a K-6 has been in the plans for several years. We were only going to wait because 
we did not know we would be able to apply for a 2nd lien. 

 The state has encouraged us to move forward add the MS #5 and they will support us in moving 
forward with plans and approvals. 
 

Motion by Brent Leas, seconded by Willie Cowgur, to approve moving forward with construction of MS 
#5. The motion passed 7-0. 

 
There was discussion: 

 This was discussed at the work session. Do not want to generally have action items on the pre-
agenda meetings. 

 Basically money that is left can be spent according to the wording of the lien document. 
 

Remote BOE meeting: 
This will be will be moved to the December pre-agenda. 
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BOE Communication Tool: 
This will be moved to the December pre-agenda meeting.  
 
OTHER: 
Mr. Riggs needs someone to fill on at the BPTO, Mr. Leas can get there by 9:30. 
Mr. Riggs said he has been approached about going back to committee meetings.  
Mr. Riggs he is not supporting having one band program and it needs to be on the agenda and settled 
soon. It would not be good to have this as an agenda item, Mr. Poore just needs to tell the band there will 
not be one band.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
The Board retired to Executive Session at 9:50 pm. 
The Board returned to Open Session at 10:10 pm. 
 
ADJOURN: 

Motion by Matt Burgess, seconded by Brent Leas, to adjourn. The motion passed 7-0. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:11pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
 
 
Rebecca Powers 
Board Secretary 
 
Transcribed by: 
Vicki Lunsford 
Administrative Assistant  
 
 


