
Bentonville Board of Education 
Minutes 

January 5, 2016 
 

BOARD:     ADMINISTRATION:   PRESS: 
Joe Quinn     Mike Poore    Dave Perozek 
Grant Lightle     Paul Stolt 
Travis Riggs     Judy Marquess 
Matthew Burgess    Andy Mayes 
Willie Cowgur     Tamara Gibson 
Brent Leas     Jonathon Guthrie 
      Tim Sparacino 
      Marilyn Gilchrist 
BOARD ABSENT:    Scott Passmore   
Rebecca Powers    Matt Cook    Admin Con’t: 
      Dena Ross 
GUESTS: 
Ron Shelby, Patrtick Horath, Troy Musson, Jason Vine, Amy Gillespie, Gavin Jernigan, Adam Vore, Tera 
Woodhouse, Ariel Purkapile, Brynna Bush-Pruett, Gretchen Bellamy, Kirsten Johnson, Marcie Bayles,  
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
President Riggs called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance. Vice-President Cowgur 
called roll. All were present, there was a quorum. 
 
WELCOME STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE: 
President Riggs welcomed the student representatives. They introduced themselves and told where they 
have gone to school. 
 
PRE AGENDA REPORTS: 

Motion Joe Quinn, seconded by Matt Burgess to approve the Resolution for the Appointment of Janet 
Schwanhausser as District Treasurer, effective January 6, 2016. The motion passed 6-0. Rebecca 
Powers was absent. 

 

Motion by Matt Burgess, seconded by Grant Lightle, to approve Janet Schwanhausser as an approved 
signature on contracts, bank depositor account agreements, legal documents, state reports and other 
legal records and as an approved electronic facsimile signature on District checks as Executive Director 
of Finance/Treasurer. The motion passed 6-0. Rebecca Powers was absent. 

 
GRADUATION HONORS CORDS: 
Mr. Loyd gave an update on the proposal for graduation honors cords: 

 AP testing results are not received until later in the summer. 

 BHS has had several students receive a “5” on the AP exam. 

 We are looking to honor students who receive recognition at a national level, not necessarily give 
more recognition to the same students. 

 Current cord colors representative specific honors, such as gold is for National Honor Society. 
The administration would look several factors in determining what colors to use. 

 The top 10% are already recognized with cords and/or stoles. International Baccalaureate are 
also already recognized.  

 The students spoke about what qualifying for graduation cords would mean to them, their family 
and friends.  

 Mr. Loyd will research what other districts offer and update the executive summary for an action 
item January 19. 

 There was discussion about academic integrity and possible outcomes from this as far as 
receiving graduation honors. 
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 There are several steps in place to assure academic integrity. Do we need to increase 
consequences for being caught cheating? 

 The Students Handbooks for 2016-17 can have the updates. The policy for Academic Integrity 
will be updated also. 
 

BENTONVILLE WEST HS: 
Mr. Guthrie gave an update on BWHS progress. Mr. Guthrie and Mr. Loyd are working together to make 
sure this is a smooth transition and opening: 

 There are a good number of staff that want to transfer, but also several are happy to stay, or be at 
either place. 

Ms. Ross gave an update on staffing: 

 It is important to open BWHS with excellence and equality. As much as possible, BWHS will have 
all the same offerings for students that BHS has. 

 Athletics is a higher cost percentage because you are duplicating the program. With academics, 
you can absorb some of the differences.  

 Staff will be given as much opportunity as possible to be at the building they choose.  

 Even though the BWHS black box theatre is smaller than the AAC, it will still be heavily used by 
the Centerton community and district buildings that are not able to get in the AAC. 

 Round 1 staffing transfers will come to the Board for action during February. 
BWHS Special Ed Coordinator: 

 SPED Director Brown would like to identify the person for this position so they can begin to work 
on developing this program at BWHS. This will be an action item with the January 19 personnel 
packet. 
 

FACILITIES: 
Mr. Horath with Flintco gave an update on BWHS construction progress, which is on track and things are 
going very well. 
Mr. Wallace said there was minimal damage to District buildings with the recent heavy rains. There are 
many projects upcoming to maintain our current buildings.  
Mr. Jason Vines, Nabholz, gave the 60% - 90% budget on ES #11 and MS #5: 

 The Board will approve a site GMP at the January 19 meeting. The actual amount was almost 
$500,000 less than the projected amount.  

 BWHS is the first building where the District fully used the construction management concept.  

 If the Board approves the GMP tonight, Nabholz can start earlier construction work earlier. 
 

Motion by Willie Cowgur, seconded by Joe Quinn, to approve the $ 2,250,232, site GMP for the ES #11 

and MS #5 project. The motion passed 6-0. Rebecca Powers was absent. 

 
The district will work to have the new K-6 groundbreaking as soon as possible. 
 
ADVERTISING ON BUSSES: 
Superintendent Poore gave a history on the development of allowing bus advertising. When the cost 
issues with Boys and Girls Club arose, he worked with legislators to pass laws allowing advertising on 
school busses.  

 The district would have a RFQ process to find a vendor that will handle contacting customers and 
doing the shrink wrap. 

 We would be one of the first district to utilize this approach. BPS was the first district to outsource 
child nutrition and building cleaning. 

 We want to make sure any advertising will be tasteful. 

 We will need to develop a policy while we move forward finding a vendor.  

 The Board would like research on specific issues with implementing this, what will we allow to be 
put on the bus, this will not replace the $25,000 that Boys and Girls club donates to help offset 
transportation costs,  

 Mr. Poore will bring more information before a recommendation is made. 
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TECHNOLOGY PLAN PRESENTATION: 
Mr. Mayes explained that he first gave this report about a month after he began: 

 State requirements have changed and he no longer has to give a report in the same manner as 
before. 

 Originally the focus was on equipment and infrastructure. 

 We have grown from 3,443 devices in 12-13 to $12,281 in 15-16, as well as increasing 
bandwidth. 
 

REVIEW  REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 
President Riggs reported there are 2 action items for the January 19 meeting. There are several things 
being planned for development of the calendar and boundaries: 

 Get information from the public about what they want as these are developed. 

 There will be a community forum presenting information. 

 The public will not be happy with changes in boundaries and it would be hard to ask for input 
before this is developed.  

 Try to not move students that will be attending ES #11 and MS #5 twice. 
 

OTHER: 
President Riggs reported that he received an email concerning traffic concerns. Chief Simpson is working 
on developing options to help with this. If the Board is in favor of going back to the committee structure, 
this change could happen next year. One advantage is to give different parents the option to attend a 
meeting.  
 
ADJOURN: 

Motion by Joe Quinn, seconded by Matt Burgess, to adjourn. The motion passed 6-0. Rebecca Powers 
was absent 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
 
 
Willie Cowgur, 
Vice-President 
 
Transcribed by: 
Vicki Lunsford 
Administrative Assistant  
 
 


