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On the Cover…
Mountaintop Area Elementary School won the district’s 
2019 Elementary Reading Super Bowl. 
    Each year, the district’s four elementary schools compete 
for a reading trophy. Students in second, third, fourth, and 
fifth grades participate by reading books and taking two 
Reading Counts quizzes at the end of each week. 
     Mountaintop won all three of its playoff rounds, earning 
a spot in the final championship round against Port 
Matilda. Mountaintop came out victorious, scoring 6.6 
points per students to Port Matilda’s 5.8. Students celebrated 
by having the trophy delivered to their school with the help 
of the Snow Shoe Volunteer Fire Company.

Correction 

In the six years that I have been here 
at Bald Eagle Area, we have worked 
hard to continue and strengthen the 
core values that were established long 
before I arrived at BEA.
    The children in our community will always be our number 
one priority. These children are our future, and we have an 
obligation not only to educate our students in the common 
subject areas, but also to mentor and model the qualities 
that will allow these young women and men to become 
outstanding community members, regardless of where their 
dreams may take them.
     In addition to the education of the entire student, we have 
gone to great lengths and will continue to work together to 
keep our children safe. We have helplines and hotlines, over 
two hundred cameras throughout our district, cameras on all 
the buses, Internet security, and a newly welcomed School 
Police Officer in our school community. We are working 
with neighboring districts to collaborate and coordinate 
operations to guarantee precise and pertinent information 
during an incident. Just like studying for a test or preparing 
for a concert or a sporting event, we practice ensuring sound 
decisions during a time of crisis. Although we do what we 
feel is correct, given the information we have at the time 
of a decision, we have made mistakes. These mistakes will 
never happen as a result of the lack of caring, and each one 
is an opportunity to grow in our readiness for preparing 
and managing critical situations, keeping student safety 
paramount.  
     Moving forward, there will be many challenges ahead of 
us. Perhaps our biggest challenge is our continued shrinking 
enrollment.  The Feasibility Study completed a year ago 
shows a continual decline in student numbers across the 
district. There will be some difficult decisions made in the 
future, but regardless of the decisions we must make, we 
will  make them together.

The mission of the Bald Eagle Area School 
District is to provide all students with 
academically challenging educational 
experiences and opportunities to grow into 
responsible lifelong learners and productive 
contributors to our global society.

In the Summer-Fall 2018 issue, the name of  graduation 
speaker Larry Wiser was misspelled.
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School Safety Helplines
On January 14, BEA began offering the Safe2Say Something reporting system for students, school 
professionals, and members of the community to report concerns such as threats, bullying, or suicidal 
thoughts. The program, mandated under Pennsylvania law, will also train students, teachers, and 
administrators to recognize warning signs of safety concerns.
     Submissions to the helpline can be made through an app, website, or phone number, and may 
remain anonymous. After reviewing a tip, the center sends submissions to local law enforcement and 
school administrators for intervention.
     Before the state mandate, BEA had partnered with other Centre County schools to offer the Safe 
School Helpline for reporting concerning behaviors. This helpline also remains in effect.
     For more information or to use the helplines, visit http://www.saysomething.net for Safe2Say 
Something or http://www.schoolhelpline.com for Safe School Helpline.

BEA Gains School Police Officer

There’s a new face of the Bald Eagle Area School District – one hired to help 
protect our schools, students and staff.

     Meet School Police Officer Terry McCaslin, who said his goal is to bring his 
longtime experience in law enforcement to the district to help prevent threats or 
to be a resource for students in need. 
     “Protecting staff and students will be one of my top priorities – whether from 
themselves or an outside threat; and keeping weapons, drugs, and alcohol out of 
school and off the property; getting to know kids; and building a good relationship, 
so law enforcement isn’t looked at as a domineering threat,” McCaslin said.
     McCaslin comes to the district after serving 23 years with the Pennsylvania 
State Police. After graduating from Bald Eagle Area High School in 1989, he 
studied criminal justice at Penn State for four years while working with campus 
police. In 1993, he graduated from the State Police Academy and worked at four 
stations during his tenure. He was also a firearms instructor. McCaslin retired 
from PSP in 2016 and became a security officer at Mount Nittany Medical Center. 
He resigned from the hospital in November to take the position at BEA.

     In the new position, McCaslin will be tasked with traveling around the four elementary schools and combined middle 
and high school.
     “I just like being around kids,” he said. “You just got to be nice to them, be respectful, and open up a line of communication 
with them, so they feel comfortable and safe coming in to speak to you about things.”
     McCaslin’s main office is located at Bald Eagle Area Middle and High School.

Focus on School Safety
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Bald Eagle Area School District offers cyber education 
for its students who may feel this form of alternative 

learning is a good fit for them. Different from cyber charter 
schools, the BEA Cyber Academy program – established 
in 2007 – means a student who goes through the virtual 
program is still a student of Bald Eagle Area School District 
and may participate in other BEA-offered classes, clubs, 
athletics, fine arts, and extracurricular activities. He or 
she may also attend the Central Pennsylvania Institute of 
Science and Technology. Additionally, upon graduation, he 
or she will receive a Bald Eagle Area diploma.
     BEA public relations specialist Brit Milazzo recently 
conducted a question-answer session with cyber education 
facilitator Margie Fisher.

What is BEA Cyber Academy?

BEA Cyber Academy is an alternative education plan 
for students (who) don’t fit into the traditional classroom 
setting for some situations – it can be for health needs or 

Cyber 
Education 

Offers 
Alternative for 
BEA Students
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a situational-style learning where one-size-fits-all doesn’t 
work, so we created an option for students that need an 
alternative way of learning.

When was it started?

Eleven years ago, (former Superintendent) Mr. (Dan) Fisher 
saw that kids who were going to a PA cyber program and 
other alternative programs weren’t being successful, and 
coming back deficient in credits, failing and repeating, and 
he wanted to fix that and give them an option here where 
they could stay with us and we can meet their needs better.

How has the program evolved since its inception?

The first year was a nightmare because nobody really knew 
what cyber (education) was, including myself. The students 
basically stayed home like the PA cyber program was doing, 
but that’s the reason it was not successful – there wasn’t 
enough support. We tweaked it to create a classroom where 
they could come for tutoring and more engaged learning 
experiences, so then they had the option of staying home 
only if they were passing. It was mandatory that they came 
in if they started to flounder or fail, and since then it’s just 
taken off.

How many students are part of the program?

A high would be 28, 29, 30 (students), and a low would be 
18 to 15, so it stays pretty steady.

Who is the program for?

It’s for students (who) need a flexible schedule for some 
reason or another, or a different style of learning. You have 
to qualify – you can’t wake up one morning and say, ‘I 
don’t feel like going to school; I want cyber.’ There must 
be a reason to come, and it has to be filtered and considered 
by the staff – (High School Principal) Mr. (Jack) Tobias, 
(Superintendent) Mr. (Jeff) Miles, and a group of teachers. 
We look it over carefully and decide whether or not they’re 
a good fit, because it’s not easy.

Elaborate on the benefits of participating in cyber 
education through the district.

The benefits are obvious. You get to continue to be in band, 
be an athlete, be in drama and all the activities we offer at 

Bald Eagle. You can partake in graduation, but if you go to 
PA Cyber Charter School, you basically exit the Bald Eagle 
Area School District, and you are enrolled in their school 
and whatever they do. In the PA Cyber program, you can’t 
play basketball for them or football or drama or sing. … It 
isn’t just about leaning, but about experience and the whole 
experience of school and being well-rounded as a person, 
and I don’t feel you get that by going to a digital school that 
you just have to stay home and stare at the computer.

What’s a day in the life like of a student in BEA 
Cyber Academy?

A typical day of cyber school is they (the student) must log 
in by a certain time – definitely by 9 a.m., and I can see them 
logging in, and they can start their courses, and I can monitor 
how much time they’re spending per course. At the end of 
the day, I can see how much work they’ve gotten done. … 
I watch their grades by the end of the week, and I can see 
maybe they were supposed to do 15 assignments and they 
only did five and say, ‘You better wake up early and get it 
done,’ so there is a monitoring system in place so they don’t 
set themselves up for failure. For a student who comes in, 
it’s easy because they’re with me. They might have some 
tutoring needs, and we have some teachers available for 
tutoring, and if they go to CPI, they can hop on the bus and 
go.
     I sort of run cyber school like I coach. You can come, but 
if you come, you have to practice and participate. You can 
sit the bench on game time and get a D in your course. But 
if you want an A, I will help you achieve your goals of good 
grades. But if you come to cyber school, you will practice 
and you will work, and that’s just the way it is. 

Are there any common misconceptions about 
cyber education that you’d like to clarify?

Cyber school is not easy. I think there is a fallacy in people’s 
minds where they think that, ‘Oh, I get to sleep in, and I 
can do my work when I feel like it.’ It’s actually more 
work because the standards have to be there – that we are 
reflective of a quality education; therefore it’s rigorous, the 
expectations are there, and it’s a lot of work and it's hard. 
The fastest exit and entrance I had was one week, and (the 
student) decided to say, 'Oh my gosh, this is not for me,’ and 
he went back to school.

For more information, contact the cyber school at (814) 380-1393 or email cyber education facili-
tator Margie Fisher at margie.fisher@beasd.net. To visit the BEA Cyber Academy website, go to 
http://www.beasd.org/o/bald-eagle-area-cyber-academy.
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A November snow storm brought an unexpected four-day weekend for BEA students. Principal Jim Orichosky took 
the opportunity to issue a reading challenge to Wingate Elementary students, staff, and parents. Students who 
took the challenge were able to fill out Soaring Eagle Feathers to enter for a drawing. Parents were encouraged 
to send pictures of their children reading for inclusion on Wingate's Facebook page. Above: Alexis Brooks, Mila 
Bougher, and Cody Gehringer spend part of the weekend reading.
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During December, Wingate Elementary School kindergarten 
teacher Kim Hearn’s students learned about Christmas in 

other cultures.
     Traveling on faux airline Eagle Air, kindergarteners in the 
three classes took  pretend trips to different countries as part of 
a holiday-themed social studies curriculum.
     As students entered their classrooms through the Soaring 
Eagle Terminal, they received a ticket at the gate – their 
classroom –  valid for a one-stop trip to another country. They 
checked in and then took a seat on a faux airplane.
     Students visited countries including Germany, Italy, England, 
France, and the Netherlands. During their trip to the Netherlands, 
students learned about the Dutch tradition of Sinterklaas – a 
figure based on St. Nick who is said to leave gifts for children 
who leave their shoes out by a fireplace. 

Wingate Students Learn Different Traditions

Wingate Snow Day Challenge
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 Pajama Drive

Bald Eagle Area fifth-grade students were among 
those recognized for winning a calendar art 

contest through the Centre County Recycling and 
Refuse Authority. Thirteen winning designs were 
used on a 2019 calendar that promotes a clean 
environment. The calendar was distributed to every 
fifth-grade student in Centre County.
     Winners from the district were Olivia Vaughn, 
Mountaintop Area Elementary School; Nora Ep-
pley, Howard Elementary School; Kaden Clark, Port 
Matilda Elementary School;  and Alabama Jukes, 
Wingate Elementary School.

Fifth-Graders Win 
Poster Contest

Each year, instead of a classroom gift exchange, 
Mountaintop Area students and staff give to a local 

charity.  This December, the school donated 114 sets of 
pajamas to Mountaintop Area  families through a local 
food bank.   All donated pajamas were paired with a book 
provided by the PTO and Mountaintop staff.   This event 
was coordinated by School Wide Positive Behavior Coach, 
Cortney Schall.

Super Readers

These students from Mountaintop Area Elementary 
School were honored for earning the most points in 

their grade level on at least one of the weeks of the district's 
reading competition:
Grade 5: Isaac Bulles, Kyle Watson
Grade 4: Samara Cramer, Jake Hall, Kaitlyn Kormanec (not 
pictured), Anthony Sirianni (not pictured), Wyatt Steffan
Grade 3: Mackenzie Chambers, Bryson Morgan, Addison 
Mottin, Emily Steffan
Grade 2: Nolan Butterworth, Karlee Fisher, Dominic 
Freyvogel, Lillian Fry, Aiden Greenawalt, Carley Guenot, 
Madilyn Mottin, Carly Schall, Jayden Yeaney

Mountaintop Area Elementary
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Music Honors

District Band
Front: Ms. Kellie Long, *Amber Graham, Brooke 

Hall, *Courtney Metz, *Alyssa Packer 
Back: *Tim Durachko, Jeff Fry, *Anton Fatula, 
*Madison Surovec, *Samantha Trigg, Michael 

Maye 
*Region Band

District Chorus
Alyssa Packer, Madison Surovec, Katherine 

Haagen, Anton Fatula, *Tim Durachko, *Skylynd 
Brown, Keith Greene, Cami Haines, *Michael 

Geyer
*Region Chorus

District Jazz Band
Front: Courtney Metz, Amber Graham

Back: Alyssa Packer, Nick McClellan, Anton 
Fatula, Tim Durachko

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
The Bald Eagle Area Drama 
Club will present its spring mu-
sical, Hello, Dolly!, on April 25, 

26, and 27 at 7:30 PM.

High School Play: Peter and the Starcatcher
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MTSS Program Recognized
The Bald Eagle Area 

School District was one 
of two public school districts 
in the commonwealth rec-
ognized for their efforts in 
the Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports framework. MTSS 
is the practice of providing 
high-quality instruction and 
intervention matched to stu-
dent needs.
     On October 10, represen-
tatives from the University 
of Oregon and Pennsylva-
nia Training and Technical 
Assistance Network (PaT-
TAN), a branch of the state Department of Education, visited 
the district to hold small group meetings with administration 
and staff.
     District MTSS Coordinator Chad Packer said that Scott 
Baker from Oregon is part of a partnership with the National 
Center for Improving Literacy. With help from PaTTAN, he 
arranged the visit to BEA to see how the district operational-
izes the MTSS model by using “response to intervention” to 
identify specific learning disabilities in students.
     After more than five years finalizing the program, MTSS 

at BEA was approved last 
year by PaTTAN, which pro-
vides professional develop-
ment and technical assistance 
targeted to improve student 
results.
     The district MTSS program 
received “exemplary status,” 
according to PaTTAN con-
sultant Jennifer Collins.
     During a meeting with 
administrators — including 
Packer, Special Education Di-
rector Melissa Butterworth, 
Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Tracy Boone and 

school psychologist Anne Webb — Baker said his mission 
is to provide resources to states, districts, and schools so 
they can continue to provide adequate systems to support 
all kids with guiding principles aligned with MTSS. Baker 
added that the National Center for Improving Literacy has a 
strong foundation of using data and evidence-based research 
to support schools through online information, training, and 
interactive partnerships with practitioners.

Middle and high school students from Del Park’s and 
Jamie Smith’s classes brought in over 500 donations 

of books and supplies during a drive to benefit the Geis-
inger Janet Weis Children’s Hospital Child Life Services. 
     The donations were made in honor of Team B Strong — 
named for Brandon Conaway, a Bald Eagle Area student 
who has been a longtime patient at the hospital. The items 
were delivered in January, and Brandon and his mother 
were able to be there when the items were donated.     
     The students’ efforts inspired other community members 
to make their own donations. One anonymous benefactor contributed dozens of hand-crocheted scarves. An auction 
company owner who heard of the drive delivered a large donation of toys.
     Team B Strong is grateful to the students and community members for their generosity and willingness to reach out to 
help so many children.

BEA Supports 
Team B Strong
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The BEA girls' volleyball team took the PIAA class 2A volleyball champi-
onship with a win over Holy Redeemer on November 17. Also the District 
6 and Mountain League champions, the Lady Eagles went 23–0 in a season 
that included their first trip to the state finals. 

Five players were named to the Pennsyl-
vania Volleyball Coaches Association All-
Star Team: Taylor Kilmer, Grace Hugar, 
Madison Rockey, Lacee Barnhart, and 
Lexi Skripek.
     At the Mountain League fall sports 
banquet, Lexi Skripek and Lacee Barnhart 
received 2nd Team honors. Grace Hugar 
was 1st Team All League, and Madison 
Rockey won her first League MVP.

Sports Highlights
Volleyball Takes State Title

Wrestling Team 
Milestone

Unified Bocce 
Team

The BEA Unified Bocce Blue and Gold Teams started 
their second season and first official PIAA winter sports 
season with decisive victories over Bellefonte (Blue 10-2 
and Gold 13-4) and State College (Blue 9-1 and Gold 6-1). 

On January 15, the BEA varsity wrestling team won their 
700th dual meet by defeating the Tyrone Golden Eagles by a 
score of 51–15.
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Football Takes District Title

Skylynd Brown was crowned Homecoming Queen during ceremo-
nies at Alumni Field on September 28. Emma Murgas, the 2017 
Homecoming Queen, returned to crown her successor. 

On November 9, 2018, the Bald Eagle Area football team brought home the 
District 6 title for the first time in 30 years, with a 21–16 win against Forest 
Hills at Mansion Park Stadium in Altoona. 

Junior quarterback Jaden Jones wears 
No. 12, the same number worn by his 
father, now BEA Middle School teacher 
Dave Jones, during BEA's 1988 district 
championship game.  

Bald Eagle Area seniors Kale Gardner 
and Blake Roberts will  play Division I 
football at Saint Francis University. They 
signed their letters of intent on National 
Signing Day, February 6, during a 
ceremony at the high school. Both 
players were also chosen for the AAA 
Pennsylvania Football Writers All State 
Team in the fall.

Homecoming

Sports Highlights
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More than 195 guests and a school district full of students 
packed the gymnasium at Bald Eagle Area High School 

on November 9 for the district’s annual Veterans Day celebra-
tion. In its sixth year, the event aims to honor local veterans and 
members of the military for their service and to educate students 
about the importance of recognizing those who served.
     The event began with a welcome speech from Principal Jack 
Tobias, along with a parade of colors from the American Legion 
of Clarence, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Star-Spangled Banner 
performed by the symphonic band, and a presidential proclamation read by student Madison Eckley. Two veterans were also 
winners of a fishing trip to Raystown Lake through Angry Musky Outfitters.
     Catered by the food service department, a lunch was also held for veterans and a guest.
     This year, Captain Aaron Irvin was the guest speaker. Irvin, a Marine, graduated from BEA in 2003 and recently moved 
back to the area with his family.

     “There is no other way you can thank a veteran for giving you the freedom that you have, than 
being a good person,” he said. “I challenge every one of you here to be of service to this country, 
and that means by being a good person starting at a young age.”
     The Veterans Day celebration was established about six years ago — spearheaded by teacher 
Annette Threeton with inspiration from her twin brother who served in the military. Individual 
schools within the district held their own celebrations; however last year, administration decided 
to make the event districtwide, with the entire student body meeting at the high school.
     “It’s a great opportunity for the school district to give back to veterans and recognize them,” 
Tobias said. “To be honest, it’s probably not enough.”
     A goal this year was also to double the number of veteran graduates honored on the photo 
board of about 260 pictures. Threeton said the district has also compiled a list of 939 BEA gradu-
ates who have served or are currently serving in the military.

 

To prepare students for the districtwide 
Veterans Day celebration, Howard 

Elementary School held an event for fifth-
grade students on the afternoon of November 
8.
     Activities  allowed students to rotate to 
different stations, which included a lesson 
on helmets from two Navy veterans who 
work at the Pennsylvania Military Museum 
in Boalsburg; a presentation by two Penn 
State police K-9 officers and their dog; a 
flag-folding demonstration; and kid-friendly 
military drills.

BEA Honors 
Veterans

Howard Elementary Veterans Event
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Middle School Day of 
Caring

About 250 students from Bald Eagle Area Middle School 
participated in the Centre County United Way’s Day 

of Caring on October 4. Seventh and eighth-grade students 
spent much of the day helping spruce up the grounds at 
locations including Bald Eagle State Park, Black Moshannon 
State Park, Snow Shoe Rails to Trails, the Mountaintop Area 
Pool, and Milesburg Borough.
     About 50 students were split into three groups in the 
morning at Bald Eagle State Park, where they painted the 
posts of signs around the park, raked leaves and debris left 
behind from flooding, and installed tree tubes on the west 
side of the park.
     Day of Caring is an annual event through the Centre 
County United Way that encourages the community to help 
local organizations with much-needed projects.

Teams from Howard and Wingate each entered a tree in this year's Festival of 
Trees at Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology (CPI).  

Howard's entry won the"Best Done by Children" category, with ornaments aligned 
with the school district's  elementary Schoolwide Positive Behavior and Intervention 
Support western theme.  Each grade level provided its own touch, with stars from 
Kindergarten, cacti from first grade,  Christmas bulbs with horses from second grade, 
lasso loops from third grade, cinnamon western ornaments from fourth grade, and 
garland and red bulbs from fifth grade.  

Howard Elementary School 
Wins at Festival of Trees

FBLA Students Qualify 
for States

FBLA students from BEA qualified for the state compe-
tition in April. (From left) front: Chelsea Butterworth, 

Georgia Cingle, Olivia Pytel, Mattea Simoncek; middle: 
Nick McClellan, Sarah Holler, Emily Shiels, Lexi Skripek, 
Autumn  Bickhart, Meghan Ishler; back: Kaleb Matis, Luke 
Wilson, Ben Yetsko, Skylar Shultz, Zack Markle, Joe Lange, 
Peter Van Cise; not pictured: Drew Bucha, Asher Burkett, 
Cameron Cody, Ashley Nyman, Ashton Robinson, Madison 
Surovec, Grace Wagner.
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Welcome to Culinary Corner!
     Once again, we have had a very exciting start to the year.  In the 
Field & Stream to Table class we acquired a smoker, which opened 
opportunities for a unit on smoked and cured meats.  The class was 
so excited that they engaged in a little healthy competition with the 
first annual “Slammin’ Salmon” competition.  Each of four groups 
researched marinades and recipes, submitted a grocery list for the 
items needed, and then made their delicacy.  During the smoking time, 
each group made a display showcasing the group’s recipe.  After a 
24-hour marinade, the students prepared the smoker, loaded it, and 
smoked their salmon recipes.  
     For the next day’s Slammin’ Salmon contest, students set up displays 
and their salmon in the main hallway.  Teachers, students, and some 
honored unexpected guests tried each group’s salmon and then voted 
for their favorites.  It was an amazing day and a testament to the class! 

Voter 
Registration
Students in Evan Reese’s Advanced 

Placement U.S. Government and 
Politics class encouraged their peers 
to register to vote during lunch peri-
ods on September 26. The day started 
with a townhall-type activity in class, 
during which local politicians and 
others running for office spoke to stu-
dents and answered questions. During 
lunch, there were several computers 
lined up outside of the LGI room for 
students to register to vote.
     Candidates involved in the event 
included Stephanie Borowicz, a Re-
publican, running for a House of Rep-
resentatives seat in District 76 serving 
residents of Centre and Clinton coun-
ties; and Ezra Nanes, a Democrat, run-
ning for Senate in the 34th District, 
which includes Centre, Juniata, Mif-
flin and parts of Huntingdon counties.
     Reese hopes to have 85 percent of 
eligible students register each year.

Culinary Corner
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Port Matilda March of the Penguins

You may be tired of ice and snow, but the first-grade 
class at Port Matilda Elementary discovered an animal 

that thrives in these conditions! During January, the first-
grade students in Ms. Morgan’s class conducted a penguin 
study.  Each student selected a different type of penguin to 
research.  They gathered facts about their penguin and created a Penguin Profile Sheet.  Then each student drew and painted 
a life-sized version of their specific penguin to display with their fact sheet. These penguins could be seen in the hallways 
outside of first grade, creating Port’s own “March of the Penguins.”
     In addition to this project, the student created lapbooks that held all their facts about different types of penguins.  These 
lapbooks contained information about penguin anatomy, their life-cycle, their habitat, their diet, their predators, and more.  
At the conclusion of this study, the students shared what they learned about penguins with the other first-grade class.  They 
also enjoyed a treat of penguin pie.

During hunting season, you can bet that Bald Eagle Area High School 
freshman Rosalie Sowers is out hunting – something she’s gained a 

passion for after starting with her father when she was just three years old. 
Now, she’s using that passion to educate others about the sport and help debunk 
many misconceptions.
     It started last summer when Sowers was selected to attend the state Wildlife 
Leadership Academy for Whitetail Deer. The rigorous application process 
required her to send in a letter of recommendation, a list of her grades and 
extracurricular activities, and an essay explaining how she would help the 
community with information learned in the camp.
     “A reason why I wanted to be a part of this camp is because hunting is an 
extreme passion of mine, so if I can figure out more about how these deer live, 
then I’m all about it,” she said.
     WLA, based in Lewisburg, holds a series of camps across the commonwealth 
for youth at least 14 years old to learn more about wildlife, fisheries, and 
natural resources. By attending the camp, Sowers also committed to become 
a conservation ambassador for the community, which allows her to engage in 
outreach activities, educational missions, and community service.
     Sowers also writes a blog called “On the Hunt,” about hunting and deer 
activity. The blog can be found at https://wildlifeleadershipacademy.org/on-
the-hunt/.

Conservation Ambassador
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Grade 8 Language Arts
Emma Bird 
Anna Cingle 
Noah Foltz 
Robin Gamber 
Jocelyn Hyde 
Dalton Kline 
Jaci Masden 
Kaleb Matis 
Falen McHenry 
Jessica Nolten 
Madison Perry 
Emily Ream 
Sadie Roberts 
Kierra Serb 
Marina Shawley
Katelyn Smitchko 
Rosalie Sowers 
Carter Stere

Grade 8 Math 
Cora Bulles 
James Guiser 
Dylan Hartley
McGwire Heverly 
Matthew Knepp 
Ethan Koleno 
Kaleb Matis 
Jessica Nolten 
Madison Perry 
Emily Ream 
Sadie Roberts 
Marina Shawley 
Logan Snyder 
Rosalie Sowers
Autumn Tobias

Grade 8 Science 
Aiden Andrews 
Claire Andrews 
Kassidy Bower 
Camden Comly 
Deziray Cox 
Noah Foltz

Nicholle Henry-Price 
Jocelyn Hyde 
Matthew Knepp 
Kaleb Matis
Jessica  Nolten 
Emily Ream 
Sadie Roberts 
Logan Snyder 
Rosalie Sowers
Max Yetsko

Grade 7 Language Arts
Charlotte Cingle 
Maura Cingle 
Quentin Conway 
Jordan Franks 
Alexandria Hacker 
Ember Herr
Katelyn Lucas 
Makenzie Peters 
Tyler Robinson 
Laura Ternent

Grade 7 Math 
Coen Bainey 
Ethan Chicko
Charlotte Cingle 
Maura Cingle 
Alexandria Hacker 
Ember Herr 
Azlynn Heverly 
Hunter Ishler 
Katelyn Lucas 
Tyler Robinson 
Keeleigh Soltis 
Laura Ternent

Grade 6 Language Arts
Alice Crane
Tristan Eveleth 
Dylan Gehringer 
Sydney Hockenbury 
Hailey Houser 
Claudia Irvin 

Ashlyn Lucas 
Andrew Ream
Edwin Simoncek 
Katherine Spicer 
Emma Spillia.
Cadence Stem 
Ava Stere

Grade 6 Math 
Grace Bacon 
Tyler Brooks 
Rachel Bryan 
Alice Crane
Tristan  Eveleth 
Anthony Fisher 
Claudia Irvin 
Daina Julian 
Andrew Ream 
Emma Spillia 
Cadence Stem 
Ava Stere
Brodie Weaver

Grade 5 Language Arts
Caleb Close
Matthew English 
Elijah Fry 
Adrienne Hacker
Cassandra Harpster 
Emma Hoover 
Nathan Moore 
Lillian Nyman 
Gabrielle Perry 
Joshua Saldana 
Wyatt Spackman 
Madison Stimer 
Kiera Walk

Grade 5 Math 
Aidan Bougher 
Caleb Close 
Matthew English 
Elijah Fry  
Taylor Habovick 

Emma Hoover 
Nicholas  Moore 
Nathan Moore 
Gavin Moyer 
Lillian Nyman 
Gabrielle Perry 
Joshua Saldana 
Ethan Shirk 
Wyatt Spackman
Sydney Thompson

Grade 4 Language Arts
Casey Angellotti
Henry Bacon
Alyna Basalla
Grady Boone
Hannah Briner
Leah Bryan
Isaac Bulles 
Kaden Clark
Jocelyn Holt
Hayden Johnson
Gabriella Lucas
Abigail McCloskey
Michaela Turner
Izaac Watkins

Grade 4 Math 
Casey Angellotti
Henry Bacon
Grady Boone
Isaac Bulles
Kaden Clark
Bradley Confer
Wade Habovick
Jocelyn Holt
Kaleb Irion
Liam Purcell
Tristen Rice
Michaela Turner
Izaac Watkins

Grade 4 Science 
Henry Bacon

Alyna Basalla
Grady Boone
Leah Bryan
Isaac Bulles
Kaden Clark
Bradley Confer
Hayden Johnson
Destiny Orner
Tristen Rice
Michaela Turner
Kyle Watson

Grade 3 Language Arts
Savanna Albright
Ethan Davis
Sage Fisher
Steven Flick
Kendall Gavlock
Shaylin Harter
Haddi Heverly
Luke Hosband
Garrett Johnson
Justin Johnson
Maddison Lykens
Isaac Meyer
Eden Parker
Sarah Yearick

Grade 3 Math 
Zoe Coleman
James Cowan
Sage Fisher
Steven Flick
Kendall Gavlock
Haddi Heverly
Luke Hosband
Garrett Johnson
Justin Johnson 
Anthony Sirianni
Sarah Yearick

Academic Awards
PSSA AWARDS 

During ceremonies in December and January, elementary and middle school students were honored for 
having the top 10% scores in the school district on the 2018 PSSA Language Arts, Math, and Science 
assessments. Grades listed are from the 2017-2018 school year. 
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Honors Banquet
On October 25, 2018, students in Grades 7-12 were recognized for being in the top ten percent of their 
classes last year. Grades listed are for the current school year.

Grade 12  
Taylor Bumgarner 
Chelsea Butterworth 
Tessa Cingle  
Cameron Cody  
Katherine Haagen  
Brooke Hall  
Rebecca Hoffman  
Nicholas Ishler  
Shane Lambert-Brooks 
Courtney Metz  
Courtnie Moyer   
Natalie Nyman  
Jakob Ream  
Ashton Robinson   
Julia Thompson
Lauren Wellar   
 
Grade 11  
Samantha Arens-Ennis 
Asher Burkett  
Caleb Cain   
Timothy Durachko 
Lauren Fisher  
Grace Hugar   

Madisyn McAfee  
Paige Murgas  
Matthew Reese   
Emily Shiels   
Sierra Surovec
Peter Van Cise  
Luke Wilson

  
Grade 10   
Madison Eckley  
Amayah Fogleman 
Anastasia Frank   
Zebulon Fry  
Sarah Holler   
Meghan Ishler  
Cole Parsons   
Julia Patcyk  
Sunni Rice  
Lexi Skripek  
Hannah Ternent   
Rachel Veneziano  
Grace Wagner

Grade 9
Claire Andrews
Miya Barton
Kassidy Bower
Cora Bulles
Camden Comly
Calvin Dechow
Dylan Hartley
Jessica Nolten
Madison Perry
Emily Ream
Sadie Roberts
Marina Shawley
Rosalie Sowers
Autumn Tobias

Grade 8
Solaris Breon
Charlotte Cingle
Maura Cingle
Jordan Franks
Alexandria Hacker
Ember Herr
Katelyn Lucas
Jamie Meckley

Mingkhwan Phiset
Brennan Pressler
Keeleigh Soltis
Laura Ternent

Grade 7
Rachel Bryan
Kaden Burns
Kahale Burns  
Eric Clark
Naudiya Ergott
Tristan Eveleth
Anthony Fisher
Dylan Gehringer
Hailey Houser
Claudia Irvin
Riley Langs
Andrew Ream
Edwin Simoncek
Katherine Spicer
Emma Spillia
Adra Spotts
Cadence Stem
Ava Stere
Kendra Uberti

Academic Awards

Honors Banquet guest speaker Mary 
Elizabeth McCulloch, a 2010 BEA graduate, 
spoke about founding Project Vive, an 
assistive technology company. McCulloch's 
vision for the company sprang from her time 
as an exchange student in Ecuador, where 
she volunteered at an orphange for children 
with special needs. Determined to give a 
voice to those who were unable to speak, 
she developed a low-cost speech generating 
device.
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This year, the BEA Veterinary/Animal Science students 
developed and marketed three different dog biscuits, 

using the proceeds to benefit the Bald Eagle FFA. On 
November 28, the Animal Food/BSE Inspection Contract 
Program inspected the business to ensure that it met state 
requirements and that the products were safe. The treats 
were sold at the Bald Eagle FFA Fresh is Better Showcase 
in October and the Bald Eagle Spanish Club Craft Fair in 
November.  
     In January, FFA members attended the 2019 Pennsylvania 
Farm Show in Harrisburg. While there, seven members 
participated in the Mid-Winter FFA Convention where three 
first-year FFA members, Isaac Dechow, Clayton Liner and 
Hannah Trigg, each earned a free FFA jacket through the 
State FFA Alumni Jacket Scholarship fund. These students 
submitted an application outlining why they should be 
chosen to receive the FFA jacket.  Caleb Cain, Alex Holt, 
Kyle Spicer, and Samantha Trigg received the Keystone 
Degree, the highest award the state can give to an FFA 
member.

     Highlights of student accomplishments from the livestock 
and other agriculture competitions:

Most Creative Agriculture Exhibit in Show: Ashton Julian 
(out of over five hundred horticulture entries)

1st Backyard BBQ Miniature Garden: Judah Eveleth
2nd Backyard BBQ Miniature Garden: Blaine Egan
2nd Hardscape Miniature Garden: Drew Koleno
2nd Cottage Garden: Colton Rigg
3rd Hardscape Miniature Garden: Ashton Julian
5th Cottage Garden: Kylie Swartz

Best of Breed Youth Dutch Rabbit: Ashton Julian (also a 
blue ribbon winner and the chocolate variety winner)

Best Opposite of Breed California Rabbit: Rebecca Dean 
(also a class winner).

Best of Variety Rex Open: Emily Trigg
Best of Variety Youth Chinchilla Dutch: Kyle Spicer
1st Tortoise Dutch Senior Doe: Margaret Noll
2nd place Tortoise Dutch Senior Buck Open: Samantha 

Trigg
2nd place Tortoise Dutch Junior Doe: Macey Hahn

Ag News

The fifth annual "Elder Eagle" picnic is scheduled for Wednesday, July 31, 2019, at Stem's Event Facility, 
253 Sycamore Lane, Julian PA 16844.  The site is located between Unionville and Wingate near the 

Union township facility; watch for the signs. In case of inclement weather, the event will be held at the 
Milesburg Community Center.
 The event is aimed specifically at BEA alumni who have reached the 50th anniversary of their high 
school graduation, but any BEA alumni may attend and are very welcome.

 Registration will begin at 11:00 a.m. with the meal at noon (or shortly thereafter).  
As in previous years, attendees are asked to bring a covered dish to share and their 
own beverages.  All donations collected that day will go to the HOPE Fund of Bald 
Eagle Valley to help people in our communities who are dealing with tragedy, be 
it natural disaster, medical, or otherwise.  Check out the fund's website for more 
information:  www.HelpingOtherPeopleExcel.info.
      For more information about the picnic, or if you are willing to help, contact Sue at 814-625-
2132 or via email at bea.1964@outlook.com.  This is a beautiful venue, and we hope to see more 
alumni and guests this year than ever before.  The planning committee asks that if you are in contact 
with alumni who live outside the Bald Eagle School District and who do not receive this publication, 
please pass this information on by word of mouth and social media.

Elder Eagle Picnic —Save the Date!
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District Directory
 Administrative Offices
 751 S. Eagle Valley Road   Wingate
    Superintendent of Schools  (814) 355-4860
    Business Office   (814) 355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  (814) 355-5731
    Elementary Director  (814) 355-3737
    Food Service   (814) 355-8068
    Plant Supervisor   (814) 355-4860
    Special Education  (814) 355-5731
    Transportation   (814) 355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  (814) 625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  (814) 387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    (814) 692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  (814) 355-4872
    

Bald Eagle Area School District welcomed the following 
new staff members for the 2018-2019 school year:

Ashley Bickle – Para-Educator
Morgan Bittner – Middle/High School Language Arts
Patrick Clancy - Predictable Term Substitute-Howard 
Kindergarten
Patricia Clark – Cafeteria Middle/High School
Karen Crane – Howard Elementary Secretary to the 
Principal/ Building Assistant
Abbey Dwyer – Part-Time Building Assistant Port 
Matilda
Molly Gilbert – Learning Support Teacher
Nobellee Levelle – Part-Time Building Assistant Howard 
Elementary
Jamie Liner – Port Matilda Classroom Aide
Jeremy Muirhead – Custodian
Amber Solt – Custodian
Sarah Stake – Biology/General Science Teacher
Paula Strayer – Cafeteria Mountaintop Elementary
Whitney Summey – School Nurse Assistant/Building 
Assistant Wingate Elementary and Middle/High School
Alishia Urbanik – Para-Educator
Karen Warner – Part-Time Building Assistant Howard 
Elementary
Karrie Zeigler – Para-Educator

New Staff

 Middle-High School
    Principal   (814) 355-4868
    Athletic Director   (814) 355-5721
    Attendance Office  (814) 355-5721
    Guidance Office   (814) 355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  (814) 359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   Susan Butterworth, Director
   Mary Ann Hamilton, Treasurer and CPI Representative
   Mark S. Kresovich, Director and CIU10 Representative
   S. Thomas Letterman, President
   Timothy E. Nilson, Secretary
   Theresa D. Peters, Vice-President
   Tina Greene, Director
   Tawna Smith, Director
   Richard Watters, PSBA Liaison 

Middle School students Anthony Fisher and Cadence 
Stem create a glider from a shoebox as part of the 

NASA Let It Glide Engineering Design Challenge. Fol-
lowing the steps of the engineering design process, groups 
of two or three students used shoeboxes to create gliders, 
redesigning them to improve the glide slope through at 
least three iterations. Students created videos to document 
the process.

Shoebox Challenge



20   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

PUBLISHED FOR THE COMMUNITY BY THE

Bald Eagle Area School District
751 South Eagle Valley Road

Wingate, PA 16823-4740
____________

Mr. Jeffrey Miles, Superintendent

ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

NONPROFIT
U.S. Postage

PAID
Indiana, PA

Permit No. 12

Children 5 years old on or before August 31, 2019, are 
eligible to register for kindergarten. Registration packets 

will be available in all B.E.A. Elementary Schools or by 
contacting the District Elementary Office at 355-3737.
          Registrations are scheduled to be held on the following 
dates:

Port Matilda  Monday, March 18 6-7 PM

Mountaintop  Tuesday, March 19  6-7 PM

Howard    Wednesday, March 20  6-7 PM

Wingate   Thursday, March 21  5:30 -7 PM

    Please be sure to bring the following items to registration:
• Your child’s birth certificate 
• Your child’s immunization records 
• Custody papers (if applicable)
• Completed physical form from your child’s doctor 
or appointment date for your child’s physical 

     Questions regarding the immunizations or physical 
requirement for your child to attend school should be directed 
to  Mrs. Lauryn Bostdorf, the Elementary School Nurse, 
at 355-4872.   If you have other questions or are unable to 
attend one of the registration sessions, please contact Mrs. 
Tina Kochik in the District Elementary Office at 355-3737.

Kindergarten Registration to be Held in March

Our BEA Family


