
Parents and Guardians of MTHS Students,  

As I am sure you are aware, Judge Grischow issued a temporary restraining order (TRO) in the mask, 
exclusion, and vaccination/testing litigation case Friday afternoon.  Throughout the weekend, schools 
across Illinois have been working with their legal counsels to determine the impact of the TRO on their 
individual schools. It is important to note that while many who agree with her legal analysis cheer her 
perspective, the issues before the courts are not settled. The Governor has asked for an immediate 
appeal of the ruling. We can expect an appellate court to review the case in the coming days.  

As a result of the TRO, starting tomorrow, Monday, February 7, 2022, masks will be optional at MTHS. 
Throughout the pandemic, MTHS strove to protect our students, staff, and their families to the best of 
our ability. We followed the law and legal guidance to the best of our ability. We prioritized in-person 
learning and the continuance of extra-curricular activities. The MTHS community has done an 
exceptional job navigating these difficult years with civility and patience. I ask for your continued 
patience as we navigate what I hope is the end of the pandemic.   

A Few Important Notes:  

School Buses:  

*Students will still be required to wear masks while on a bus to comply with federal law. Mask 
requirements for school buses are derived from a Centers for Disease Control (CDC) order under Section 
361 of the Federal Public Health Services Act. Judge Grischow’s order in this case does not affect Federal 
law.  

Extracurricular Events:  

Masks are optional during extracurricular home events; however, we are expected to follow host 
district’s polices regarding masks when we are visitors in their schools.  

Can the TRO be overturned?  

*Yes, an appellate court will decide the case by February 17th at the latest. The appeal process could 
result in the TRO being vacated. Additionally, the court could also ‘stay’ the current mandates until the 
appellate court decides the case. In short, the next two weeks could see a flurry of activity and changing 
legal guidance that our school will review at every turn. We will send updates once we firmly believe we 
understand the legal advice of our school attorneys and have new information to disseminate.  

School Wellness:  

*Stay home if you are sick! As has always been the case, students should not return to school unless 
they have been fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medication, vomiting and 
diarrhea have ceased, and students have experienced an improvement of any other symptoms that may 
have been present.   



With mask being optional to start the week, I ask that every parent please have a conversation with 
their child tonight about what is right for your family. Additionally, I would ask that every parent talk to 
their children tonight about being respectful to everyone’s individual situation and choice on whether or 
not to continue to wear a mask based on what is best for their individual family situation.  

Thank you,  

Sean O’Laughlin  

Superintendent  

   


