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What is the Green Team?
Five years ago, our school registered with a program called 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools.  This is “a certification program 
for New Jersey public schools that want to go green, conserve 
resources and take steps to create a brighter future…”

We created a mandated Green Team in conjunction with our 
Wellness Council.  The team includes administrators, teachers, 
paraprofessionals, support staff, parents, Board members, and 
students.  

Meetings, which are held on the third Monday of most months, 
are open to interested staff, families, and community members. 
Watch for meeting announcements in the monthly school 
newsletter. Our team prioritizes actions and highlights activities 
that are already in place. 

In our first year of participation, we were honored to earn a 
Bronze Certification.  In 2016 our school earned the highest 
certification, Silver, with over 350 points.  Only 8 other NJ 
schools earned this honor; it was quite an accomplishment! 

This year, we are again going for the Silver (there is no gold).  If 
you are interested in Healthy Schools, Green Living, Learning 
Environments, School Culture & Climate, and STEAM Programs 
join us for our next meeting: Mon.March 18, at 3:15 in the Library

For more info about the New Jersey program: sustainablejerseyschools.com 

Find us at cmcboe.org on the Green Team page. �1

Call for Silverware

 IT’S TIME to expand 
our use of silverware to 
breakfasts and school events.  
Help us by donating your 
unwanted silverware: spoons 
and forks. 
A LITTLE HISTORY:  Last year, 
4th grade student, Theo Kistler 
was researching plastics in the 
ocean and decided to head-up 
a project reducing single-use 
plastics in our school.  Focused 
on plastic utensils at lunch, he 
created a social media buzz 
which gained coverage in local 
press & TV.  Donations of 
silverware came in from the 
surrounding community and 
Theo’s goal was met! 
 Now we are expanding this 
initiative to include as many 
meals & school events as 
possible! Our food service staff 
is ready to sanitize, wash, & sort 
the silverware, but we need 
your help!   
Drop off metal flatware spoons 
and forks at the front office or 
ask families and friends to mail 
them to:   
Cape May City Elementary 
921 Lafayette St. 
Cape May, NJ 08204 
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Plastic Film Recycling Challenge 
Our school is participating in the TREX Recycling Challenge.  
We are signed-up through the company and through the City of 
Cape May.  We are “rocking” this challenge & the evidence is 
really piling up.  We have already recycled over 100 pounds!

Please keep sending in any clean, plastic films such as:

•baggies

•bubble wrap

•plastic wrap

•newspaper bags

•salt bags (for water softeners)

•grocery bags

•plastic wrap around… paper towels, toilet paper, cases of water bottles

•but NO hard plastics or food “clam shells”

We love this project because plastic film can NOT be put into 
regular recycling (it gets caught in the processing equipment).  
Our collection is helping with one plastic problem by 
supporting the REUSE of these films as they are remade into 
new materials.

Find us at cmcboe.org on the Green Team page. �2

Healthy Food Choices 

In accordance with our Wellness 
Policy,  Cape May City Elementary 
does not include foods of minimal 
nutritional value in classroom 
celebrations.  Basically these are 
foods that list sugar as the first 
ingredient, (like soda) or are high in 
saturated fats, (like some desserts 
and candies).

Here are some suggestions for 
Healthy Alternatives for School 
Parties: 
• whole grain tortilla chips & salsa
• whole grain cereal snack bars
• granola bars
• yogurt cups
• fruit cups

The school cafeteria can provide 
these items and a variety of 
homemade muffins or cookies.  An 
order form/price list is available at 
the school’s website.

We appreciate your support of this 
policy as we strive to protect the 
health & wellness of all students. 

Remember, sugar can not be the first 
ingredient and there must be no 
trans-fats.

If you will be bringing in a 
classroom snack, our school 
must ask that “any items that 
will be shared with students 

[shall] be presented in a 
sealed package from a 
grocery store with the 

contents-nutrition label 
attached.”

http://cmcboe.org

