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Dear Community Members,

I want to share my 30-year vision with you for the students and families of the 
Lake Chelan School District. The community and the schools of Chelan hold 
many special memories for me, both professionally and personally. We raised 
our daughter here and my wife and daughter are both graduates of Chelan High 
School. Nearly 20 years ago I was hired to direct Chelan’s Glacier Valley High 
School. I also served as the CMS principal for five years, the CHS principal for 10 
years and for the past three years I have enjoyed serving as your Superintendent.

I believe that our children deserve our best efforts to equip them with the skills, 
tools and facilities they need to compete in this ever-changing global economy 
and the modern workplace.

This April, a Capital Projects Bond proposition, designed to amplify the potential 
of our hardworking students and staff, will be on the special election ballot.

The highlights of the bond include: building a new High School (utilizing 
property we already own); reconfiguring grade levels and renovating both MOE 
and CMS/HS schools and renovating Sargent Field...all in an effort to keep pace 
with the learning demands of the future.

The projects outlined in this publication are the result of many hours of work 
by the Community Facilities Committee as well as School Board members, 
teachers and staff. Our goal is to provide detailed information about the bond 
initiative, as well as to guide you in obtaining additional information.

Please visit our schools, our website at chelanschools.org, or call the district 
office at 682-3515 with any additional questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Barry DePaoli, Superintendent

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

1



2

M
id

d
le

/h
ig

h
 s

ch
o

o
l

sa
r

ge
n

t 
fi

el
d

el
em

en
ta

ry
 s

ch
o

o
l

pr
o

po
se

d
 n

ew
 h

ig
h

 s
ch

o
o

l

2



BOND PROJECT OVERVIEW & ESTIMATED COSTS

1. build a new high school campus

2. renovate & reconfigure two schools 

3. renovate community football & soccer stadium

· The District already owns the property for the proposed
  new high School
· Construct modern facilities to meet both the space requirements   
  for the next 30-40 years and the future academic needs of 
  students, i.e. skilled labor and technical training classrooms
· Consolidate all athletic venues (field, gyms, tennis) to eliminate  
  student driving and busing
· Improve athletic venues, i.e. regulation size rubber track,
  and tennis courts

Morgen Owings converts to a
Primary School: PreK-3rd Grade

Sargent Field Renovation

Middle-High School converts to an
Intermediate-Middle School: Grades 4-8

High School: Grades 9-12

· Move Pre-K students out of the basement of the Special Programs 
  building to a new Early Learning Center at MOE
· Add multipurpose gym to backside of the building
· Modernize and upgrade current classrooms
· Replace roof and upgrade HVAC system
· Alleviate traffic congestion and address student safety concerns

· Modernize and improve safety of the Life Skills/Special 
  Education Classrooms
· Alleviate traffic congestion and address student safety concerns
· Upgrade HVAC system
· Expand learning opportunities to include: Ag Science,    
  Woodshop and Science STEM Academy

· Install a turf field to accommodate the community demand for  
  both youth soccer and football
· Address safety issues: new bleachers, overhead lighting
  and press box
· Upgrade concession stand and parking lot(s)
· Rebuild athlete locker rooms and public restroom facilities

$59

$5.5

$3.5

$7

ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS (IN MILLIONS)

BOND COSTS: $75.5 million

million

million

million

million

9%

12%

79%

70 years old

27 years old

53 years old
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TAX IMPACT ANALYSIS

ESTIMATED BOND TAX IMPACT

ESTIMATED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

REGIONAL COMPARISON

STATE COMPARISON

THE
BOTTOM
LINE

The District estimates a property tax increase of 86¢ 
per thousand over a 20 year period, which will BUILD A 
NEW HIGH SCHOOL AND RENOVATE ALL FACILITIES.

DID YOU
KNOW?

1. We’re building a NEW school, modernizing 2 schools & Sargent Field for $0.86/thous.

2. Compared to 8 area districts, LSCD has the LOWEST TAX RATE with one exception.

3. Compared to 8 school districts in the state with comparible assessed property 
    values, LCSD has the SECOND LOWEST TAX RATE.

4. If approved in April, homeowners will begin paying for the bond in 2020.

4

PER THOUSAND

The LCSD will have no capital bond debt as of 2020.

PER THOUSAND

PER THOUSAND



Why run a bond now?

Why are we building a new high school?
1. The new high school will feature 21st century learning spaces and focus on pathways that align 
   with future job outlooks in our state and the nation: skilled labor, technical training and automotive  
   programs, along with programs specific to this community including culinary arts, hospitality and 
   viticulture.

2. The school will be located on property already owned by the district. Athletic facilities will be 
    consolidated and built at the new campus, thus eliminating the need to bus students to practice 
    and competition venues. The new location will also help alleviate traffic flow and parking issues at 
    the current MS/HS.

1. Our schools are overcrowded as we serve over 1,450 students on two campuses, both 
   located on the main county highway and both challenged by daily traffic and congestion.
   MOE is one of the largest elementary schools in the region and is over-crowded at 600 students 
   due to inadequate gym space and classrooms (half of the 5th grade attend class in a portable 
   building). In addition, the pre-school classrooms are located in the basement of a 40-year-old    
   building. 

2. Due to the fact that several athletic facilities are located off-campus (football, soccer, baseball and 
    tennis) students have to drive or be bussed to practice/competition venues.

3. Sargent field is in disrepair and must be modernized due to a failing bleacher system, lighting and 
    substandard locker rooms. 
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What is the difference between a bond and a levy?
Levies fund day-to-day expenditures and are for those expenses not funded by the State. Levy 
funds cannot be used for facilities or capital investment projects. Bonds are for building and other 
capital investments such as land or equipment purchases. Simply put: bonds are for building, levies 
are for learning.

Is there an exemption for senior citizens or disabled citizens? 
Seniors and disabled citizens may be eligible for a residential property tax exemption. More information 
is available through the Chelan County Assessor’s office at (509) 682-6365,  the Douglas County 
Assessor’s office at (509) 745-8521, and the Okanogan County Assessor’s office at (509) 422-7190.

When will these projects be completed?
Upgrading would begin within 6 months at Sargent Field, followed by the new high school which 
would be ready for occupancy for the 2021-2022 school year. Planning the new high school will begin 
this June. The modernization of MOE and Intermediate/CMS School would follow the construction of 
the new high school.

How many years will the proposed projects meet the needs of our district?
The projects outlined in the proposal would serve the needs of the district for the next 30-40 years.

What will happen to the buildings located on the MOE campus?
The flat top building will be eliminated and the fate of the Special Programs building is under 
discussion. Pre-K students will be moved from the basement to an Early Learning Center as part of 
the MOE campus modernization project. The 5th grade class will transfer to the intermediate school.

What are the plans for the current Career & Technology Center?
The CTE building will be the new home of a STEM Science Hub for our 4th-8th graders. This will offer 
new opportunities in robotics, agricultural science and computer coding.

Why reconfigure grade levels at the elementary
and current middle/high schools?
By reconfiguring grade levels, we are able to group educators and students to maximize learning, 
create new learning spaces that reflect the future, address overcrowding and alleviate the current 
traffic safety and parking issues at both elementary and MS/HS campuses.

Why renovate Sargent Field and why a “turf field”? 
Why not build a new stadium?
Sargent Field is strategically located and, once renovated, will serve our schools and 
community for years to come. Installing a “turf field” allows us to maximize community use and 
accommodate the demands of our growing youth soccer program.

for more information:

chelanschools.org
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when is the election?
Chelan’s construction bond will appear on the 
April 23, 2019 ballot.

¿hablas español?
Llame a la oficina del distrito al 509-682-3515.

upcoming district informational meetings
MONDAY, FEB 25

MONDAY, MAR 4

MONDAY, MAR 11

MONDAY, MAR 18

MONDAY, MAR 25

6:30pm

5:30pm

6:00pm

6:30pm

6:30pm

Open house with coffee bar at the Lake Chelan Chamber*

Open house with coffee bar at the Lake Chelan Chamber*

Tamale Feed - Community Conversation at the high school PAC

(En español) Open house with coffee bar at the LC Chamber*

Open house with coffee bar at the Lake Chelan Chamber*

*featuring coffee from Lake Chelan Coffee Company and fudge from Culinary Apple!

for more information:

chelanschools.org
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