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Education
finance 

in Minnesota 
is a complex 
system.  It 
includes about 
70 different 
funding 
streams from 
local, state, and 
federal sources–each with its 
own purpose and formula.  
The largest fund is the base 
student formula which is 
determined by the number 
of students in our schools. 
To plan the school district 
budget, we need to estimate 
our projected enrollment and 

what that means for all of the 
different funding categories 
for the coming year.  We 
don’t know exactly how much 
funding we will receive until 
the school year is over!  This 
is why it is so important 
for us to know how many 
students will be attending 
our schools, and why school 
registrations are done months 
ahead of the school year. 

It is typical for school 
districts to have professional 
demographic or enrollment 
studies done every three 
to five years.  Things can 
change depending upon the 
availability of housing, local 
job markets, commercial or 
residential expansions, and 
the number of children born 
in a given year.  Saint Pe-
ter Schools recently had a 

professional enrollment study 
completed.  They look at 
many different aspects of our 
community, historical data, 
and the data of surrounding 
districts as well.  Our region, 
not unlike many places in the 
state, has seen a decrease in 
the number of elementary age 
children. Our enrollment is 
likely to decline a bit further, 
followed by a period of slow 
growth.  Part of the reason 
for this is that fewer children 
were born during the peak of 
the pandemic. In contrast, the 
general population of Saint 
Peter continues to increase, 
and with this growth, the 
projections could change. The 
availability of family hous-
ing will be a big factor in that 
equation. 

As we prepare for the com-

ing school year, we will need 
to make reductions to balance 
the budget.  There are sev-
eral reasons for this.  Dur-
ing the pandemic, the State 
and Federal government 
increased funding to meet the 
many needs of schools and 
families.  This funding is be-
ing discontinued.  Also, with 
lower enrollment, our budget 
needs to reflect those changes. 
In addition, inflation affects 
school districts like any other 
organization–the same dollars 
don’t go as far for the goods 
and services (supplies, food, 
gas, etc) we need to operate. 

About 75% of the school 
district budget is provided by 
the State of Minnesota.  This 
funding has not kept up with 
inflation for many years. The 
legislature has the respon-

sibility of making decisions 
regarding funding for our 
schools. With the legislative 
session scheduled to end in 
May (sometimes June or even 
July!) school districts can-
not wait for the session to be 
completed because June is the 
deadline for a budget to be 
reported to the State. Un-
fortunately, this puts school 
districts in a position of hav-
ing to make decisions about 
budgets without all of the 
information. As always, we do 
our very best to make educat-
ed decisions with the informa-
tion we have. Our goal is to 
provide students and families 
with the very best education 
possible while maintaining 
our fiduciary responsibilities 
of doing so within a balanced 
budget.

Gronseth

Planning for a Balanced Budget with the Goal of Providing Quality Education

Kurt Hildebrandt, School 
Information Coordinator

History Day 2023 was back to in-
person competitions this year for 

the first time since Covid and Saint 
Peter Middle School were ready to roll. 
All Seventh grade students completed 
History Day projects in their English 
and U.S. Studies classes, and the 
projects were on display in the Media 
Center.

While on display, projects were 
judged by high school students from 
Mrs. Roehrkasse and Mrs. Dimock's 
classes, as well as multiple community 
members. There were volunteer judges 

from The League of Women's Voters 
and Minnesota State University-
Mankato. City Administrator Todd 
Prafke, Mayor Shanon Nowell, City 
Council Member Keri Johnson, and 
City Council Member Ben Raft all 
served as guest judges. 

The top projects from St. Peter will 
move on to the regional competition at 
Minnesota State University-Mankato 
on Thursday, March 16. To learn 
more about National History Day in 
Minnesota, please visit https://www.
mnhs.org/historyday.

The following is a list of SPMS 
Regional History Day qualifiers (and 
topics):

SPMS seventh SPMS seventh 
graders showcase  graders showcase  

History Day projectsHistory Day projects

“Daring greatly means 
the courage to BE 

VULNERABLE. It means 
to show up and be seen. 

TO ASK FOR WHAT YOU 
NEED. To talk about how 
you’re feeling. TO HAVE 

HARD CONVERSATIONS.”
~~Brene Brown

Individual exhibit
Scarlette Wendt 

(Manhattan Project)
Tristan Imison 

(Anthrax)
Grace Penner (Mount 

Everest)
Ethan Harbitz 

(Doppler Radar)
Emmet Easton-Hong 

(D-Day)
Calvin Kuhlman 

(Manhattan Project)

Group Exhibit
Enzo Gazzola/Henry 

Niewnow (Walt Disney)
Nora Barnick/Ivy 

McHugh (Walt Disney)
Olivia Mish/Makayla 

Guth (Wilmar 8)
Jayda Becker/Marie 

Willis (Rosie The 
Riveter)

Ella Twaddle/Claire 
Demming 

Lilyana Lyons/Leah 
Oberlander (Walt 
Disney)

Documentary 
Avyn Myhra/Maya 

King (Rosa Parks)
Lucia Penner (Space 

Race)
Molli Weber/Margo 

Letts
Jaylin Yost/Andi 

Turrittin
Lucia Penner

 These seventh grade students showcase their History Day project at the 
Saint Peter Middle School media center. 

 St. Peter Mayor Shanon Nowell served as one of the honorary judges at 
this year’s History Day. 

Some SPHS students served as judges for this year’s National History 
Day of Minnesota competition at the SPMS media center in February. 

Creating a website was one of the categories students could select for a History Day project.
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Bixby, Gerstbauer named as 
SPHS’s 2022-23 Triple A Award winners

Kurt Hildebrandt, School 
Information Coordinator

Saint Peter High School seniors
Adrianna Bixby and Ian 

Gerstbauer were recently announced 
as the school’s 2022-23 Triple A 
(Academics, Arts, and Athletics) 
Award winners. 

“Adrianna and Ian are wonderful 

selections for the Triple A Award to 
represent Saint Peter High School,” 
SPHS Activities Director Shea 
Roehrkasse said. “Both truly embrace 
the term student-athlete and are 
great leaders in our school community, 
and both were also our ExCEL Award 
winners last year! Adrianna and Ian 
involve themselves in a variety of 
ways within our school; they push 
themselves in the classroom, take 

challenges head on, and find ways 
to be involved in all aspects of our 
school. Congratulations to both of 
them on a well-deserved award!”

Established in 1988, the Minnesota 
State High School League’s Triple 
A Award is sponsored by AAA-
Minnesota and Fairview Sports and 
Orthopedic Care. The award goes to 
high school seniors who have a “B” 
or better grade point average (GPA) 

and participate in League-sponsored 
athletic and fine arts activities. Triple 
"A" Award recipients are selected 
by a multi-level process involving 
the League's member schools and 
administrative regions.

 The following are brief profiles 
of this year’s SPHS Triple A Award 
winners:

Adrianna Bixby  
Adrianna Bixby, the daughter of Christi

and Jim Bixby, maintains a well-balanced 
schedule during her time at SPHS, all the while 
earning a 4.27 weighted grade point average 
(GPA). During her time, she has engaged herself 
in several AP (Advanced Placement) and College 
in School courses.

“The biggest impact arts, athletics, and 
academics have had on me are showing me 
the importance of having a strong work ethic,” 
Adrianna said on her Triple A application form. 
“Over the years, I have learned how blessed I am 
to have the opportunity to be involved in so many 
different things while getting a quality education. 
Because of this, I knew I should make the most 
of those opportunities and give my all towards 
them.”

She has been a member of the National Honor 
Society for three years and the school’s ExCEL 
winner in her junior year.  Bixby also earned the 
St. Peter Lions Club Student of the Month award 
for October 2022. She has earned the Academic 
Letter Award from 2020-22 by achieving the A 
honor roll throughout her school years. 

Bixby, who has participated in choir during 
high school, also volunteers as a church musician 
in the Saint Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church’s 
Contemporary Band, where she plays guitar and 

sings. 
A three-sport standout for the Saints, Bixby is a five-time letterwinner in both girls 

soccer and girls' hockey and is a three-time All-Big South Conference selection for 
soccer. She’s also a long-time member of the Saints’ golf team, where she has earned 
state tournament trips in her sophomore and junior years, including being named All-
State in 2022.

Her future plans include attending Winona State University, where she hopes to 
major in nursing and also play on the women’s soccer team.

Ian Gerstbauer
Ian, the son of Mimi and Fabian Gerstbauer, is

another one of those well-balanced students 
who has taken advantage of his academic 
opportunities at SPHS and has also earned a 
weighted GPA of 4.27. He has challenged himself 
in the classroom through a wide range of AP and 
IB (International Baccalaureate) courses. He also 
is a three-year member of the SPHS Chapter of 
the National Honor Society.

“As Marching Band Drum Major, I learned 
about leadership and how to be commanding, 
encouraging, and fun,” Gerstbauer said on 
his Triple A Award application. “I like to serve 
others. During the fall musical, the directors 
complimented me on how helpful I was and how 
I was always there when they needed something. 
As captain for the JV soccer team and the varsity 
team manager, I took equipment off the bus, 
picked up anything left on the bus after games, 
and helped put equipment in the shed.”

Gerstbauer has immersed himself into the 
SPHS fine arts programs through the band 
program and added choir to the mix his senior 
year. He has served as a Junior and Senior Drum 
Major and was part of the MSU-Mankato Honor 
Band during his junior year. He also played 
clarinet with the Mankato Youth Symphony 
Orchestra during his junior year.

The Saints senior Is a four-year member of the Saints’ 
boys' soccer team serving as JV captain the past two years 
and, during the spring, is part of the Saints’ boys tennis 
program.

Ian’s future plans include attending a liberal arts college, 
but he isn’t sure yet what his course of study will be. He 
does hope to participate in theater in college, and he hopes 
to take part in intramural/club soccer and/or tennis.

SPHS seniors Ian Gerstbauer and Adrianna Bixby are this year’s winners of the 
school’s Triple A Award
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Holmgren named as SPHS’s 2022-23 ExCEL Award winner
Kurt Hildebrandt, School Information 
Coordinator

Saint Peter High School junior Rhyan
Holmgren was recently announced 

as the school’s 2021-22 ExCEL Award 
winner for girls. There were no junior boy 
applicants this year for the award. 

“We had a lot of amazing candidates this 
year, and Rhyan is an amazing person to 
represent St. Peter and be our nominee 
for the ExCEL award,” SPHS Activities 
Director Shea Roehrkasse said. “Rhyan is a 
student that is involved in the community, 
is a three-sport athlete, helps with youth 
associations, and works hard in the class-
room. She is a leader to her peers and our 
younger students as well. Rhyan is humble, 
polite, works hard, and a positive influence 
on our student body. It is because of these 
traits that makes Rhyan very deserving to 
be our ExCEL Award nominee.”

Established in 1988, the Minnesota State 
High School League’s ExCEL – Excellence 
in Community, Education and Leadership 
– Award is a unique recognition program
designed exclusively for Minnesota high
school juniors who are active in school
activities, leaders in their schools, and who
demonstrate a strong commitment to com-
munity service. This award is sponsored
by the League's corporate partner Wells
Fargo.

Rhyan, the daughter of Staci and Kyle 
Holmgren, participated in choir earlier 
in her high school years and has a stellar 
academic record at SPHS with a weighted 
GPA of 4.06. She is a two-year member of 

the SPHS National Honor Society as well 
as a Junior Class officer. Other activities 
she is involved with include Project for 
Teens, Sports Medicine Club, Mental War-
riors Club, FCA, and the Saints Captains 
Council.

“Winning the ExCEL award is something 
that I am very proud to be recognized with 
because it highlights how passionate I am 
about my education, giving back to the 
community, and being a leader,” Holmgren 
said. “These traits are so important and 
highly needed in today's world, and I am 
very fortunate to have grown up with par-
ents, teachers, and coaches that helped me 
learn these values since I was a kid.”

Athletically, Holmgren has been on the 
varsity basketball and tennis teams since 
her eighth grade year, earning varsity let-
ters each of those seasons, and serves as a 
captain for the basketball team this year 
and the tennis squad next fall. She earned 
All-Big South Conference honors in both 
sports the past two years and honorable 
mention All-State honors in basketball af-
ter the 2021-22 season. She also competed 
in softball her freshman year and, after a 
one-year hiatus, will return to the diamond 
this spring for the Saints.

Her future plans are to attend Minnesota 
State University-Mankato to play basket-
ball. Rhyan is undecided about her major 
at this time.

SPPS students take part in annual 
St. Peter Polar Plunge fundraiser

Kurt Hildebrandt, School 
Information Coordinator

While on display, projects
were judged by high school 

students from Mrs. Saint Peter 
High School students Jacob Stone 
(team captain), Sydney Marthaler 
and Jaydon Thompson, and Saint 
Peter Middle Schooler Andie 

Marthaler participated in the 
annual St. Peter Polar Plunge 
fundraiser for Special Olympics 
Minnesota on Saturday, February 
4. More than 300 people took part
in this year’s event.

Those four students, along with 
Saint Peter School Resource Of-
ficer Jon Hughes, teamed up with 
area Minnesota State Troopers 

Ryan Marthaler and Herb Moon, 
to raise $1,300 for Special Olym-
pics MN. More than $65,000 was 
raised at the St. Peter event over-
all, according to their website!

Because of construction activity 
at the regular location, this year’s 
St. Peter Polar Plunge was held 
near Johnson Hall at the Nicollet 
County Fairgrounds.

 Pictured here are (l to r) MN State Trooper Herb Moon, SPHS senior Sydney Marthaler, junior Jacob Stone, senior Jaydon Thompson, Saint Peter School 
Resource Officer John Hughes, SPMS fifth grader Andie Marthaler, and MN State Trooper Ryan Marthaler

 Trooper Ryan Marthaler and his daughters, Sydney and Andie, get ready to 
take their Polar Plunge on Saturday.

 SPHS students Jacob Stone and Jaydon Thompson go airborne and even-
tually into the frigid waters at this year’s St. Peter Polar Plunge.

Saint Peter High School junior Rhyan Holmgren is this year’s 
SPHS winner of the ExCEL Award.

Student-led team raises $1,300 for Special Olympics Minnesota



Congratulations to the following Saint Peter Middle School students who 
played at the Solo Ensemble Festival on February 4th at Owatonna Middle 
School.  Each of the soloists and the ensembles earned a "Superior" rating!  It 
took hours of individual practice and student teamwork to make this happen, 
according to SPMS band instructor Lauren Shoemaker.

Those SPMS musicians earning superior ratings at Owatonna included the 

following: 
Soloists - Linnea Miller (7th), Brandon Lloyd (6th), Maya Knutson (6th)
Ensembles were made up of 6th grade students - Mason Colum & Zoe Garcia; 

Amelia Abels, Roba Salim, Samantha Salzwedel, & Natalie Twait; and Eleanor 
Easton-Hong, Himalaya Harrison, and Maya Knutson.

SPMS band members fare well at Solo Ensemble Festival
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SPMS Student Council decorates hallways with paper chains

Some of the SPMS 
Student Council who 
helped hang the 
paper chains in the 
hallway included: (l 
to r) Ben Conlon, Ms. 
Rachel Ryan, Issac 
Ristow, Eleanor Ze-
nder, Maya Knutson, 
Salma Osman, Claire 
Deming, Molli We-
ber, and Habsa Abdi.

In February, the Saint Peter Middle School Student
Council handed out slips of paper for every 

student in each Advisory classroom. Students were 
encouraged to write something they love about SPMS 

on it. The Student Council then collected those slips 
of paper and created a chain of hearts with which to 
decorate the hallways!

MS Band Ensemble (l to r) Samantha Salzwedel, Amelia Abels, Natalie Twait, Roba Salim.

MS flutist Linnea Miller Flutists Himalaya Harrison (far left) and Eleanor Easton-Hong (far right) along with xylophone player Maya 
Knutson. 

MS trumpet player Brandon Lloyd

 MS Band Ensemble (l to r) Mason Colum, Zoe Garcia
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Get 
Caught

READING
MRS. BORCHERTwith

Carri Borchert, a first grade teacher at South Elementary, is an avid reader who 
enjoys experiencing life through the eyes of others via books.

 North third graders work on chipping during their physical educa-
tion golf unit in the school’s gym

Dave Torbenson, Mankato Golf Club’s General Manager/PGA Director 
of Golf, works with one of the North third graders on his golf swing.

 Two students from Mr. Hassing’s third grade class at North Elemen-
tary work together on the putting area during their physical educa-
tion golf unit.

Students from Mr. Robinson’s third grade class, holding some of North’s new golf equipment, pose with Mankato Golf Club PGA Director of 
Golf Dave Torbenson and North PE teachers Kent Bass and Jordyn Jarr in front of ‘Golfzilla’ on Feb. 21st.

North Elementary receives grant to 
purchase golf equipment for PE classes

Kurt Hildebrandt, School Information Coordinator

This month’s Get Caught Reading featured guest is 
South Elementary first grade teacher Carri Borchert, 
who has been teaching for 34 years and is a native of 
Mankato. 

She and her husband, Greg, live in rural St. Peter 
and have one son Brett and his wife, Sarah, who have a 
five year old son, Winston. They also have a daughter, 
Heather, who is a nurse and lives in Rochester.  

The following is a Get Caught Reading profile with 
Mrs. Borchert:

What did you read when you were a kid? 
I loved to read Nancy Drew books when I was a child.

What do you like to read now? 
My favorite genres to read now are mysteries and hI 

like to read mysteries written by James Patterson. My 
favorite reading is any children's book that I can read to 
my grandson or my first grade students.

What do you enjoy most about reading? 
I find reading very relaxing and interesting.  It helps 

me experience life through the eyes of other people. I 
enjoy the suspense of watching a good plot unfold.

North Elementary physical education 
students took part in their annual golf unit, 

and thanks to a $3,500 grant from the Play Golf 
Minnesota program, sponsored by the Minnesota 
MGA/PGA, the school will no longer have to have 
the golf equipment brought in each school year.

Dave Torbenson, General Manager/ PGA 
Director of Golf at the Mankato Golf Club, 
recently presented North physical education 
instructors Kent Bass and Jordyn Bass with the 
golf equipment. The equipment includes enough 
kids-sized plastic golf clubs, rubber golf balls, as 
well as targets and pins for the entire class to 
use.

“We are so fortunate to have received this 
grant to purchase the First Tee golf equipment, 
and we’d like to thank Dave Torbenson for his 
work in helping write this grant for North,” 
Bass said. “The golf unit is always a favorite of 
our students, and they love it when they get a 
chance to play and have Golfziller visit.” (Note: 
Golfzilla is not part of the equipment the school 
received!)

According to Torbenson, grant funds come 
through the Play Golf Minnesota program, 

which is sponsored by the Minnesota MGA/
PGA. The money is raised through the sale of 
the Play Golf Minnesota specialty license plate, 
which is now available through the Minnesota 
Department of Public Safety and select DMV 
locations. For more info on the Play Golf Minne-
sota specialty license plates, please click HERE!

Website Tip
If your student will be absent did 

you know you can find the information 
quickly at the bottom of our website to 
notify the school?

Go to www.stpeterschool.org 
and click on your school.  

Scroll to the very bottom for fast 
reference to the attendance email or 

school phone number!

https://www.mngolf.org/News/Minnesota_Golf_License_Plate_Now_on_Sale
http://www.stpeterschool.org
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February 6-11 is Feeding Tube
Awareness Week. As part 

of South Elementary’s goal of 
learning about the uniqueness 
of others, classrooms will be 
reading and discussing the 
book “The Abilities in Me: Tube 
Feeding.” This is a picture book 
that is dedicated to children 
who are tube fed and explores 
the journey of a young girl who 
tells her story of being tube 
fed through bright, colorful 
illustrations and text.”

On Monday, February 6, 
South Elementary parent Al-
lison Ellingson visited her son 
Han’s first grade classroom to 
talk about how Hans relies on 
a feeding tube to provide him 
with his daily nutrition and 
hydration. Hans is one of two 
students in Ms. Welter’s first 
grade classroom and one of 
five students at South who are 

dependent on feeding tubes. To 
simulate the flow of a feeding 
tube, students experimented 
using syringes and a variety of 
colors of paint. 

According to the Feeding Tube 
Awareness Foundation’s web-
site, “About half a million chil-
dren and adults in the United 
States alone rely on feeding 
tubes, a number that is expect-
ed to increase. Feeding tubes 
are not just for those at the end 
of life; they provide necessary 
nutritional support for children 
to live, grow, and thrive. There 

are well over 350 conditions and 
diseases that can require tube 
feeding in children.

“The mission of Awareness 
Week is to promote the positive 
benefits of feeding tubes as a 
lifesaving medical intervention. 
The week also serves to educate 
the broader public about the 
medical reasons that children 
and adults are tube fed, the 
challenges that tube feeding 
families face, and day-to-day life 
for an individual who is tube 
fed.”

 South teacher takes part in 

Dancing with Mankato Stars event
  Kudos to South Elementary first grade teacher 

Emily Elverum as she and her husband, Eric, took 
part in the Dancing with the Mankato Stars dance 
competition on Saturday, February 4th at the Mayo 
Clinic Health Systems Event Center in downtown 
Mankato. Emily had a large contingent of South staff 
attend the event to support the Elverum dance duo! 
The event was a fundraiser for the American Red 
Cross in Minnesota and raised more than $94,000. 
Pictured here is a shot of Emily and Eric in their 
dance garb!

Allison Ellingson and her son, Hans, spoke with Hans’s class-
mates in Ms. Welter’s first grade classroom about how he re-
lies on a feeding tube to provide him with daily nutrition and 
hydration.

Students in Ms. Welter’s first grade class at South Elementary 
participated in an art project that used syringes and a variety 
of colors of paint. The syringes and paint helped simulate the 
follow of a feeding tube, much like what Hans’ uses in his ev-
eryday life.

 Mrs. Eyler's, Mrs. Schultz's & Mrs. Bjorklund's first grade classes.Mrs. Powell's, Mrs. Gruenzner's, Ms. Rouillard's, and Ms. Harvey's kindergarten classes.

South first graders learn about 
Feeding Tube Awareness Week

South hosts annual Winter Music program
South Elementary hosted its annual Winter

Music Concert on Thursday, February 9 at the 
SPHS Performing Arts Center in front of large 

crowds for both the kindergarten and first grade 
shows! Here are some photo highlights of the very 
enjoyable and entertaining evening!
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http://stpeter.registryinsight.com/ittrium/visit?path=A1x188x1x66
https://1992.affinetysolutions.com/insight/registry/classlist.asp?catID=1128
https://www.facebook.com/saintpeterareawomencelebratingwomen/
https://1992.affinetysolutions.com/insight/registry/classlist.asp?catID=1166
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https://www.grassandrootsoutdoors.org/
https://www.stpeterschools.org/
http://stpeter.registryinsight.com/ittrium/visit?path=A1x188x1x66



