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Whether Katie Kneeland is
soaring through the lane on the
basketball court or flying high
over Long Island’s East End, the
senior at Pierson High School in
Sag Harbor manages to keep her-
self grounded — even with lofty
goals.

Kneeland stars on the Pierson-
/Bridgehampton/Shelter Island
girls basketball team, averaging
19.4 points per game in the regu-
lar season. The 17-year-old also
has taken to the skies in pursuit
of her private pilot’s license and
has logged about 15 hours of
flight time.

The sky is not necessarily the
limit, though. She aspires to be
an astronaut and said she was ac-
cepted to Purdue’s college of en-
gineering, which offers degrees
in aeronautical and mechanical
engineering.

“We have a very adventurous
theme in our family,” Kneeland’s
mother, Laura Grenning, said.
“The truth is, Katie, when she
was 3 years old, there were Bar-
bies and makeup kits, but the
things she desperately wanted
were the jets. So I was like, ‘OK,
I’ll buy you the planes!’ ”

Kneeland’s grandfather, Ed-
ward M. Grenning, died five
years before she was born, but
Katie said she shares his fascina-
tion with the cosmos. She said
her grandfather, a 1961 graduate
of Columbia with a degree in
aerospace engineering, worked
on planning and design for the
Apollo moon mission while at
Morton-Thiokol in Utah. He
then worked for Bell Labs in
Washington, D.C., from 1964-74.

He spent much of his career
working in labs and writing es-
says predicting manned mis-
sions to Mars. Those explo-
rations could happen in the
2030s, according to the NASA
Authorization Act of 2010,
though they weren’t realistic in
Grenning’s time.

Stories of her grandfather ex-
posed Kneeland to a vast uni-
verse that extends beyond keep-
ing two feet on the ground. Earn-
ing her pilot’s license is the first
step, and then she’ll decide
what’s next.

“It really depends on how far
my career goes in engineering,”
said Kneeland, whose dream is
to be a mission specialist aboard
a space shuttle, though she
humbly recognizes the low odds
of doing so. Should that not
come to fruition, Kneeland said
she plans to have a career in en-
gineering with flying a hobby on
the side.

“Whatever school I go to, I
want to take lessons. Some peo-

ple fall so in love with flying that
they want to get their commer-
cial license. I’m undecided on
that right now.”

Kneeland is training to fly
under Part 61 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations, a path
that requires 35 hours of
flight, five hours of solo flight
and three hours of night
flight, among other bench-
marks. There are also “ground
requirements,” as Kneeland
calls them, that can be done
online.

Without a license, Kneeland
said she’s not allowed to train
in hazardous weather, includ-

ing cloudy, icy, rainy or windy
conditions.

Peter Boody, a 68-year-old
freelance certified flight instruc-
tor (CFI) for Sound Aircraft
Flight Enterprises in East Hamp-
ton, said Kneeland already has
displayed a knack for being in
the cockpit.

“She’s impressive in how she
handles the airplane,” Boody, of
North Haven, said. “She’s got a
real feel and an innate sense of
how to fly the airplane, which is
great to see and it’s fairly rare.”

Boody said Kneeland primar-
ily trains in a Cessna 172, a sin-
gle-engine, four-seat, fixed-wing

plane made by the Cessna Air-
craft Company that is common
in the hobby. “It will typically
cruise about 110-115 knots, or 125
mph,” Boody said.

There is no age requirement
to begin taking flying lessons,
and there’s no paperwork in-
volved to start. A prospective
pilot must be 16 or older to fly
solo, however. Kneeland said
she knows of one other high
school student who took only
one lesson, but flying at that
age is not too uncommon.

Mid-Island Air Service offers
a program through Eastern Suf-
folk BOCES at Brookhaven Tech-

nical Center in Bellport in which
roughly 60 high school juniors
or seniors learn to fly in a two-
year program.

Kneeland said a typical private
lesson — which is an hour and a
half to two hours — can cost be-
tween $250-$400, depending on
the amount of fuel consumed.

“We save our money for our
more adventurous, fun things,”
said Laura Grenning, a single
mom who said she drives a 2011
minivan because her priority is
saving for life experiences.
“We’re very frugal in areas where
people might expect us to not be
frugal. I have always preferred to
emphasize an experience over
something to consume.”

Kneeland spends much of her

Pierson’s Kneeland is one high-flying basketball player
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Katie Kneeland, who averages 19.4 points and has a 99 GPA, also is learning to fly a Cessna 172 and aspires to be an astronaut.
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time away from the basketball
court in the classroom — where
she takes a rigorous course load
of international baccalaureate
classes and currently has a 99 un-
weighted GPA — or at East
Hampton Airport, where she
takes lessons and has a job each
Sunday as a customer service
representative and social media
intern.

Her duties include answering
phones, reviewing pilots’ in-
voices, calling in fuel orders and
communicating with incoming
pilots over the radio using avia-
tion lingo.

“I learned the whole alpha-
bet,” Kneeland said. “I can talk
on the radio now. I can under-
stand what everyone’s saying.”

As captain of the Pierson girls
basketball team, Kneeland uses
her on-court communication
skills to guide the Whalers. She
missed the first five games with
a broken wrist but coached from
the sideline, which gave her a dif-

ferent perspective of the game.
Kneeland reached 1,000 ca-

reer points on Wednesday, in a
Suffolk small schools semifinal
victory over Mattituckl.

Pierson coach Kevin Barron
said Kneeland’s interests are di-
verse — soccer and horseback
riding are also hobbies — but
said he was unaware of her fly-
ing lessons until it came up in ca-
sual conversation.

“As far as I knew, she was just
working at the airport,” Barron
said. “It doesn’t surprise me be-
cause of her potential. She’s an
extremely intelligent girl.”

Barron lauded Kneeland’s
leadership and knowledge of the
game. He said her extracurricu-
lars never conflict with her com-
mitment to the team, which won
Suffolk League VI and now has
state-title goals.

Kneeland has Pierson soaring.
Like her own personal goals,
maybe even higher than the
clouds.
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There’s no good way to de-
fend Sydney Taylor. With the
arsenal at her disposal, the se-
nior girls basketball player for
St. Anthony’s can beat a de-
fender more ways than one.

Give her space on the
perimeter, and she’ll pull up
from 25 feet. Guard her up
close, and she’ll cross by and
drive to the basket.

“She’s like a freight train
coming,” Friars coach Hugh
Flaherty said. “In her sopho-
more year, I could see that she
had enough and was really
working hard. She’s a scorer.”

Taylor reached a career
milestone on Feb. 14, scoring
her 1,000th point in a 68-55
win over St. John the Baptist
in which she finished with 23
points. She had 33 points and
made six of her first seven
shots from three-point range
in a 70-56 win over St. Mary’s
the day before.

For her efforts, she is News-
day’s Athlete of the Week.

“It was toward the end of
the game,” Taylor said of the
memorable basket. “There
was maybe a minute left. At
the end of the game, all my
teammates gave me a hug and
I got a ball.”

At 5-10, Taylor doesn’t neces-

sarily have the height of a post
player, but she’s so strong that
she can physically dominate
opponents down low.

That’s one of the first things
Flaherty noticed about her as
a sophomore and something
he constantly reminds her of
now.

“Last year, she would take
the three rather than go to the
basket,” Flaherty said. “Now
she understands I like the
three the old-fashioned way.

Get to the basket and get
fouled.”

Taylor said she honed her
three-point shot in the back-
yard playing with her father,
and it’s easy to see why she
leans on the jumper at times.
With range from seemingly
anywhere inside halfcourt,
Taylor is always a threat to
pull up.

The clinic she put on
against St. Mary’s is just one
example.

“I was in a zone,” Taylor
said. “I think I finished
8-for-10 [from three-point
range] for that game.”

Taylor will take her basket-
ball career to the next level at
UMass, a place she expects to
contribute on the perimeter
while playing against Atlantic
10 rivals such as Davidson,
Fordham, Rhode Island and
others.

“I’m definitely going to ex-
pect a lot harder than high
school basketball,” she said.
“But I’m ready for it. I’m ready
and can’t wait to try and help
the team out.”

Atlantic 10 teams could
soon learn that there isn’t a
weakness to exploit in Taylor’s
repertoire. Come too close,
and she’ll drive to the hoop.
Back away too far, and she’ll
make you pay from deep.

Take your pick.

Sydney Taylor, St. Anthony’s

BUZZER BEATERS
TATIANA STEVENS, Longwood
She had 10 points and scored the winning put-
back in the waning seconds of Longwood’s 45-43
win over Northport in the Suffolk Class AA champi-
onship on Friday night.

GIRLS GAMES
CARA MCCORMACK, St. John the Baptist
She had 17 points, eight assists and seven steals
in a 76-34 win over St. Dominic on Monday.

GABBY SARTORI, Mount Sinai
She scored 32 points in a 69-55 win over Pier-
son /Bridgehampton / Shelter Island on Friday in
the Suffolk Small Schools championship.

LAUREN HANSEN, Ward Melville
The Auburn-bound senior had 33 points in her
final high school game, a 61-56 loss to Northport
on Tuesday.

COLLEEN MOULDER, Kellenberg
The center had 24 points and 12 rebounds as the
Firebirds defeated St. Dominic, 71-44, in a CHSAA
quarterfinal on Friday.

FLO HUNTE, Sewanhaka
The guard scored 13 of her 21 points in the first
half of a 63-50 win over South Side in a Nassau
Class A quarterfinal on Wednesday. She added six
assists and five steals.

BOYS GAMES
JAMES MONTGOMERY, Lynbrook
He had 18 points and 18 rebounds in a 57-41
victory over Jericho in the Nassau Class A quarter-
finals on Thursday.

MARC DALY, Port Washington
He hit 16 of 17 from the foul line and scored a
game-high 32 points in an 82-66 victory over
Freeport in the Nassau Class AA quarterfinals on
Wednesday.

JORDAN RILEY, Brentwood
He had 27 points, 10 rebounds and five assists in
a 84-71 Class AA semifinal win over Bellport on
Thursday.
BRYCE HARRIS, Brentwood
He scored 20 points and grabbed nine rebounds
in an 84-71 Class AA semifinal win over Bellport.

— GREGG SARRA AND KENNY DeJOHN

St. Anthony’s Sydney Taylor
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Pierson’s Katie Kneeland surpassed 1,000 career points.
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