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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 

Are you ready for Spring?  I have heard this sentiment from many. This year’s snow days have 
reached historic levels, or so I have been told.  Yes, we officially need to make-up some time. 
The state requires us to meet a certain amount of educational minutes, and we currently will be 
short.  Therefore, we will be having school on Monday, April 22nd.  IF we have another 
snow day, we will also need to meet on Friday, April 19th.  Making up instructional time mid-year 
is more productive and better for learning than adding days in June 
or tacking on educational minutes to the end of a day.  
 

Did you notice our new website? Last week, our new site was 
activated.  There is also an App for your phone. Please download it 
to receive the information directly to your device.  Your suggestions 
for improvement are welcome as we understand there are 
opportunities for further enhancements, information, or ease of 
access.  It is our intention that our web page serves you.  
 

In addition, we are doing a lot to showcase and market ourselves to 
the public.  This week, we hosted a Realtor Breakfast and Tour.  During this event, some of our 
amazing high school students shared their D-DSD experiences and provided a tour of their 
school.  We also shared who we are, our goals, and our recent Points of Pride, which I will be 
sending to you as well. We wrapped up the morning with a tour of Turtle Creek Elementary.  

 

Last week, Mr. Karedes, Mrs. Pickel, Mrs. Burke, and myself 
attended the Wisconsin Educator Recruitment Fair in Madison. 
We are seeking highly qualified educators to add to our current 
outstanding teachers.  It is our intention to reduce class sizes, 
yet remain fiscally responsible.  
 

Finally, we will begin the state standardized testing this month 
in grades 3rd through 8th as well as 10th.  It is 
essential that your child gets plenty of rest and a good breakfast in the morning to 
be prepared to show their knowledge.  We are quite proud of our test results and 
growth, which is reflected on the past two years annual state report cards. 
Encouraging your child to do their best and sharing with them that you are proud of 
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them goes a long way in motivating them.  Thank you for your continued partnership in their 
educational journey. 
 
Comet Proud, 
Jill Sorbie, EdD 
District Administrator 
Director of Instruction 
jsorbie@ddschools.org 
(262)233-6751 

Delavan-Darien High School 
 
2019 continues to be an exciting year at DDHS! We 
began the month with our annual Winter Week & 
Sadie Hawkin’s Dance on February 2nd. We saw 
Miles Lockhart win the spirit cup for the Sophomore 

Class through his lip 
sync talents. We were 
also privileged to see the talents of Nick Stark, Adam 
Alter & Bob 
Beighton compete 

in the lip sync battle. We followed that up with a 
few of our students taking the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) to permit 
those students into different branches of our 
armed forces upon graduation. We had 20 

students participate 
in the annual 
Southern Lakes Conference Academic Bowl on February 
11th. We hosted our annual Career & Job Fair on Friday, 
February 15, allowing all 8th through 12th grade students 
to attend and garner information about future careers and 

summer job openings around the area. We continued the month by hosting the ACT for 
our juniors. We are the only school in the conference to offer free ACT prep classes for 
our 8th-12th grade students, thanks to the leadership of two of our teachers, Sandee 
Ortiz & Alexius Hehn! Clearly, we have been busy supporting our students to achieve 
their dreams. 
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We are equally as excited about the upcoming month of March as we will be offering 
many additional opportunities. We invite all of our families to join us on 
Sunday, March 3 as we will be hosting the University of Wisconsin Band in our 
gymnasium, here at DDHS, beginning at 1:00. Please be sure to pick-up your 
tickets at DDHS in advance to guarantee your seat, or purchase last minute tickets at 
the door if they’re still available. We will be hosting our annual Blood Drive on Thursday, 

March 7, from 8 AM until 1 PM.  Community members 
are encouraged to participate and may 
sign-up by emailing Mrs. Hehn at 

ahehn@ddschools.org. We also encourage our community to come out 
to our winter musical, Footloose the Musical, occuring on: Friday, March 
8 at 7 PM / Saturday, March 9 at 7 PM / Sunday, March 10 at 2 PM. Our 
sophomores will be taking the Wisconsin Forward Social Studies Exam 
(Part 1 of 2) on Wednesday & Thursday, March 20 & 21, before we end 3rd Quarter on 
Friday, March 22. We end the month with Spring Break, March 25-29. Hopefully you 
can see by the aforementioned that DDHS is buzzing with opportunities for our students 
to be seen for all the good they do by our community. 
 
DDHS would like to finish this monthly article with some of the most exciting news of the 
year; Congratulations to Trent Hernandez for being crowned the champion at the 3rd 
Annual High School Pitch Competition hosted by UW-Whitewater, sponsored by 
Delavan’s Geneva Supply and BizTank. Trent and his teammates (Lizzie Sirkman & 
Aidan Showalter), through the guidance and collaboration with Mr. Rick (CTE Teacher) 
and Reichert Prosthetics Orthotics Business Professional Elizabeth Bianchi-Knod, 
developed a prostheses that could be attached in under a minute. Trent was 

collaborating with one of his football coaches, Mr. Henry 
Johnson Sr., who had recently lost a limb at the start of 
this academic year due to a medical condition. 
Unfortunately, prior to his presentation at UW-Whitewater 
on February 27, Henry Johnson Sr. passed away. 
However, Trent and his team continued the project and he 
“pitched” his idea as one of 7 finalist to a panel of six 
judges at UW-Whitewater. We are extremely proud of 
Trent, as his “pitch” earned him 1 year's worth of FREE 
TUITION to UW-Whitewater for the upcoming academic 
year! We’re excited to see what he, and his teammates, do 
as they venture into their next phase of life.  
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Exciting DDHS Athletic News 
Delavan-Darien High School had one swimmer qualify for the State Meet in Madison.  Senior 
Luca Lopez was a Sectional Champion in the 200 Meter Individual Medley (Individual Medley 
consists of 50 meters of each of 4 strokes).  Luca placed 12th at the State Meet in Division II. 
 
Delavan-Darien had 7 wrestlers qualify for the Sectional meet in Campbellsport and advanced 
two freshmen to the Individual Wrestling State Meet in Madison.  Cole Hanson advanced with a 
second place finish in the 120 pound weight class at the Sectional and Owen Chelminiak 
advanced with a third place finish in the 132 pound weight class.  Unfortunately, both wrestlers 
lost their first match at the Kohl Center in Madison and were eliminated. 
 
Finally, Delavan-Darien High School is collaborating with Elkhorn 
High School, as the two buildings will be forming a high school 
lacrosse club, participating as part of the Classic 8 Conference. If your son would like to learn 
how to play and join that activity, please visit elkhornlacrosse.com to sign-up. 
 

Phoenix Middle School  
 

History Alive! On February 26th and 28th history came alive 
during the annual grade five Wax Museum. For loose change our 
students came alive and shared the biography of the historical 
characters they were portraying. What a great learning night for the 
students and for all those who joined us for the evening! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
“Babe Ruth” 

 
 

“The Wright Brothers” 
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Beautiful you!  The Phoenix Staff 
is holding an all girls lock-in on March 8 
for girls in 5th and 6th grade, and on 
April 22 for girls in 7th and 8th grades 
from 5:30-9:00 PM at Phoenix Middle 
School.  We will have a meal, and offer 
sessions on different topics like yoga, 
healthy eating, hair & make-up, 
self-defense and more.  Permission 
slips are available in the main office. 
We hope you can join us for this first 
ever event of its kind! 
 
 
Calling future 5th grade students and families! March 5th and 7th we are 
hosting our orientation events for current fourth grade families. Have your questions answered, 
offer new ideas for our future, tour our school, see our classrooms, meet our fifth grade staff and 
learn how we can partner together to provide a fantastic educational experience.  The evening 
begins at 5pm with pizza and socializing. The presentations begin promptly at 5:30 PM and we 
will offer one in English and one in Spanish.  
 
End of Term 2: On March 6 our second term comes to an end. Please check with your 
students to ensure they have any assignments made up before then! Report card will mailed 
March 14. Our final term begins March 7. In Middle School that means a new allied art course. 
That may be Health, Art, Spanish or General Music. Not sure? You can always see the courses 
and grades on Infinite Campus.  
 
Restorative Practice Parent Night: Phoenix Middle School this year launched 
restorative practices for grades five and six. Join us to learn more about our alternative methods 
to support students when addressing conflicts. Learn about Restorative Justice and help us 
build a more supportive student culture. Our evening  will be from 6PM 
to 7PM in our library on March 12th.  
 
Forward Exam: This month Phoenix  will begin our State Testing. 
Our eighth students will begin testing in both Social Studies and 
Science during the week of March 18.  Please encourage your student 
to do his/her best on the exam. 
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Turtle Creek Elementary School  

 
Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra Visits:  February 
proved to be another busy month at Turtle Creek Elementary School. 
To kick off the month the Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra 
performed a concert for the 3rd and 4th grade students.  One of the 
student's favorites pieces was a medley of songs from the movie 
"Frozen."  A very appropriate selection considering our recent 
weather!  Students saw and heard all four families of musical 
instruments:  Strings, Woodwind, Brass and Percussion.  Turtle 
Creek has 60 fourth grade students who are currently participating in 
Orchestra. 
 
MAP Testing - Great Growth:  Our students also completed 
their MAP assessment at the beginning of the month.  The students 

and teachers have been working very hard this year and it showed as the students made good 
academic growth gains! 
 
Movie Night:  One of our themes this year is Kindness.  This was certainly highlighted 
during Valentines Day as the classes celebrated in many different ways.  The next day was our 
Family Movie Night and stayed with the Kindness theme by showing “The Peanuts Movie”. 
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4th Grade Visits Capital 
The 4th grade went on a Field Trip to the 
State Capital.  They toured the Capital and 
met some of our state representatives. 
They also had a photo opt with them.  The 
students also toured the Veterans 
Museum and Historical Museum with a 
focus on the Native Americans exhibit 
which is what they are currently learning in 
Social Studies. 
 
As you all know Mother Nature has been 
very trying this month and we had to 
reschedule our Family Conference Night to 
the end of the month.  We had another 
good turn out and really appreciate your 
continued support in your child’s education!  
 
 

Wileman Elementary School 
 

Thank you for all the families that attended our final Family Conference Night on the 19th!  It is 
important to keep open communication with your child's teacher regarding their academics.  If 
you were not able to attend, please reach out to your child's teacher to set up a 1:1 conference.  

 
Wednesday, February 27th was our “Clifford’s Birthday Party” 4K 
Outreach event.  This is one of our top attended events!  The 4K 
students and their families enjoyed a read aloud 
and different activities to work on together.  We 
only have a few more events so please plan to 
attend the last Wednesday of each month!  
 
 
 

Our students are continuing to work hard every day on their learning!! We 
have many initiatives that we are focusing on from Math, Balanced 
Literacy, Literacy Links, Handwriting Without Tears, Science and many 
more!! It is great to see such focus and engagement from our students!  
 

Wileman Upcoming Events: 
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3/1: Dr. Seuss's Birthday! (Dress as your favorite Dr. Seuss character!) 
3/5: Spirit Day: Mardi Gras!! 
3/15: Spirit Day: St. Patrick’s Day! 
3/20: Child Find Event (Developmental Screening) @ 7:30-9:30 and 2:30-4:30.  Families 
with developmental concerns for children entering 4K can attend the sessions or call the 
school to set up an appointment at 262-233-6236. 
3/22: Quarter 3 ends! 
         Spirit Day: Baseball Gear! 
3/25-3/29: Spring Break! No school! 

 


