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Welcome Mrs. VandeSchraaf! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
While the world slowed down during COVID, I took that time to go 
back to school and get my master’s degree in Educational Leadership 
from Western Governors University.      
   My husband, Troy, and I have three children, who have all been 
actively involved in the Warrior community.  With this new position, I 
am motivated by the opportunity to work with all students K-8. I feel 
privileged to begin this new journey in my career with such amazing 
and supportive teachers, staff, and surrounding community. 

Important Dates 
 
 
9/5 – No School Labor 
Day 
 
 
9/23 – Midterm 
Early Dismissal  
ES: 11:50 
MS: 11:20 
MTHS Homecoming  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Positive Action for September 
 
Sept. 6 – Positive Action: To do or cause good things to happen 
 
Sept. 12 – Self-Concept: How you feel about yourself 
 
Sept. 19 – Valuable: Precious or of great worth 
 
Sept. 26: Happiness and Success: To feel good about who you are 
and what you do 
 
  

 

 

   It is with excitement that I introduce  
myself as the new Assistant Principal of 
Germantown Hills.   
   This position is new to the district, but I have 
been at GHMS since 2013.  I have spent the last 
ten years working at GHMS as a special 
education teacher and RtI Coordinator.  Prior to 
joining the Germantown Hills teaching staff, I 
started my career at Peoria Academy in 2002 
where I taught History and PE.   
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Counselor’s Corner 
   And we’re back! This time of year is 
always filled with a mixture of feelings 
for students and parents. You might be 
ready to have your kids back in school 
and on a routine, or you might miss those 
hugs and time spent together. The same 
can be said about our kids. Back to 
school feelings run the spectrum in my 
house. One loves school and can’t wait to 
be with his friends, one just wants to get 
back to learning, and one is counting the 
days to summer break with an eye roll!  
   If your child is still struggling to get 
into the swing of being in school, here 
are a few tips and tricks that may help. 
 
Routine, routine, routine! Having a 
solid nighttime routine will make your 
mornings easier! Doing those nightly 
tasks; such as showering, teeth brushing, 
getting PJ’s on, and good nights, in a set 
pattern and time lets kids know what to 
expect. This helps them into a rhythm for 
falling asleep. Good sleep means good 
days!  
 
What’s my week like? I like to have a 
calendar or weekly break down of what 
is going on each day for my kids to see 
and reference (so they aren’t constantly 
asking me). I include practices, big things 
that are due at school, and a dinner menu. 
It puts some of the responsibility on kids 
to check what is going on for the week 
and builds some self-reliance.   
 
One on one time  Sometimes all our kids 
want is to talk with us, without 
distractions, about their day or their 
worries, or anything else that pops up. It 
can be hard with multiple kids, but I have 
seen the benefits in my own house. It has 
become something they look forward to 
at their special time each night.  
 
It’s going to be a great school year… 
once we are all back into school mode!  
 
- Mrs. Albrecht, GHES Counselor 

albrechtk@ghills69.com  
 

What’s So Special about Art?  
   The art room is in full swing here at Germantown Hills School! You can follow along all 
year long by checking out my Instagram, Facebook, or Tik Tok @AmyWardCreates.   
   Last year’s Glow Show 2022 was a HUGE hit! You can see a video of it on Instagram 
(my profile page) or on Facebook by scrolling to May of 2022!   
Fall Lineup of Projects! 
1st grade will be learning about the artist Wayne Thiebaud and making Gumball Machine 
Art.   
2nd grade will be learning warm colors and how light affects color in Sunset Silhouette 
Art.  
3rd grade will be learning all about famous monsters and their artists and then making a 
Box Monster.   
4th grade will be learning simple perspective rules (3D) and making Haunted Mansions! 
5th grade will be learning about Pablo Picasso and making Picasso Character for 
Halloween.   
   Scan the QR code below to find me on Instagram or Tik Tok. Or find me on FB 
https://www.facebook.com/amywardcreates       

         
  

 

 

Kindergarten PA Students 
 
KA: L. Parker, J. Patton,  
KB: D. Noe, C. Dillon 
KC: E. Ogborn, J. Deisbeck  
KD: C. Uppole, K. Beck 
KE: G. Bradbury, G. 
Thompson 

1st – 4th PA Students 
 
1st: E. Craft, M. Ayers 
2nd: H. Sinder, C. Stivers 
3rd: H. Loeffler, J. Kersetter 
4th: M. Nieto, K. Ady 
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Shout outs!   

    

Staff Spotlight – Jodi Heflin 
What do you love about GHES?  GHES is my 
second family. I was born and raised in Germantown 
and am now able to raise my family here as well! 
Having the opportunity to give back the community 
that gave me so many awesome memories means a lot 
to me! 
What is your favorite part of your job? My favorite 
part of my job is sharing my joy of reading with all of 
my students.  I love to help kiddos learn to enjoy 
reading and not to look at it as such a task.  
Witnessing the "aha" moments will never get old!  
What is your favorite food?  I am a sucker for pizza. 
I rarely turn it down :) 
What is your favorite book?  My favorite book is 
You Are Special by Max Lucado. 
What do you like to do for fun? In my spare time, I 
love doing all the farm things where my family and I 
are blessed to live.  We enjoy growing some of our 
own fruits and vegetables in our garden, riding four 
wheelers, and taking care of our chickens!  Our dog, 
Lola and cat Oscar are pretty special too! 
Who is someone you admire?  I admire many 
people in my life. I am choosing who I admire most 
professionally. Gail Neumann is a former teacher at 
GHES. She was my homeroom and 6th grade math 
teacher. I always knew I wanted to work with kids in 
some fashion but after my 6th grade year, there was 
never a second thought about what I wanted to do 
when I grew older. Her passion to teach and just be an 
overall good human being has always been inspiring. 
She has now turned into someone who is like family 
to me and now my OWN family!   
How long have you been at GHES? This is my 17th 
year teaching at GHES. 2 years in 3rd grade, 7 years 
in 1st grade, and this is my 8th year as a reading 
interventionist. 
What is a funny or best school memory from 
working at GHES?  Many of my best memories stem 
from "Little Land" AKA the old school.  All the years 
I spent teaching first grade was in the same classroom 
where I was a first grade student at Germantown 32 
years ago!  I also have SO many funny memories in 
what we lovingly called "The Kiss and Go Lane" for 
car riders every morning at the old school.  Mrs. 
DuBois, Mrs. Boone, Mr. Scott, myself, and many 
former and present Germantown families had 
TOOOO much fun at morning drop offs! 

 

GHPTO News 
Get Involved with PTO and School Events 
PTO includes brand new members and veteran volunteers. We have stay 
at home parents and full time working parents. We have people involved 
in one committee and people involved in several. YOU decide your 
commitment level! Contact us at ghpto@ghills69.com if you are 
interested in getting involved. 
Executive Board: Lead meetings, accomplish business between 
meetings, prepare budget and approve expenditures 
Chair/Co-Chair: Heads up committees and presents updates at 
meetings 
Committee Members: Helps committee chair plan and organize 
General PTO Member: Attends regular meetings and volunteers as 
needed/able 
Volunteers: Assist committee at events 
Donors: Provide financial assistance to promote PTO projects and 
committees 
Upcoming Meetings 
Tues. Sept 6th, 6:30PM  
Media Center 
Tues. Oct 4th, 6:30PM  Media Center 
 

Upcoming Events 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts, 
Pick up date Sept 8 th 

* A big shout out and thank you to our lunch staff! They have done an amazing job serving 
our students excellent lunches! – Mrs. Scott  
* Thank you and keep up the good work to our amazing office staff, Mrs. Bitner and Mrs. 
Fiveland, for getting this year off to a good start! – Mrs. Albrecht  

 When calling your child in sick to school, 
please state clearly on the message the 
symptoms they are experiencing. School 
districts are required to track symptoms. 
This will prevent a follow-up call from the 
office! 

 
 If you are picking your child up early from 

school for any reason, please inform the 
office ahead of time. Emailing your child’s 
teacher is not an office notification and will 
result in delays. 
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New year, new adventures!  
   

 
 
 
              

       
   
 
 

                 
 

3D is promoting kindness in the classroom and we 
received these bracelets from So Chic in Morton to show 
who we are and what we stand for. Be the Sunshine!! 

Mrs. Adams’ 1st grade class is ready to have a great year! 

Kindergarteners are enjoying their first time in the library! 


