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A Note from Dr. Nafziger 
Your child is learning at GHES! 
   In this edition, I wanted to take a moment to shed some light on the importance of daily 
student attendance and its effect on student growth and development.     
    
   As you know, things can get complicated as we navigate the in’s and out’s of this 
pandemic and its effect on school attendance and school learning is something that I have 
been keeping a very close eye on over the past several years.  But before I get to that, I’d like 
to thank you for working so hard to keep your child healthy and prepared for school. Thank 
you for your communication both with the front office and our school nurse. Together, we 
can continue to do our very best at helping our kids grow and continue to learn here at 
school.   
   
   With that all being said, as you know, it is very important that your child is here every day 
that he/she feels well enough to do so. School attendance is vital not only for the cognitive 
growth of each and every child, but is also critical to each child’s social/emotional well-
being. I think we can all hopefully agree, school attendance helps to build character; 
something that is important to the long-term success of a child, young adult, and future adult. 
I’ve recently read a few good books that shed some light on this topic. How Children 
Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character, is a book written by Paul 
Tough. He writes that over the past decade many educators, psychologists, economists, and 
neuroscientists say that what matters most in a child’s development is a set of character 
qualities. Those qualities include but are not limited to:  persistence, self-control, curiosity, 
conscientiousness, grit, and self-confidence. If you’d like to read a little more about the 
importance of developing these qualities in your child, I would highly recommend the above 
title as well Grit :The Power of Passion and Perseverance, by Angela Duckworth, and 
Mindset: The New Psychology of Success, by Carol S. Dweck. All three books share 
research, case studies, and every day stories on this learning paradigm of building character 
in children so that they can flourish with this ever-changing world in which they live. I 
mean, after all, if we have learned anything over these past several years of living and 
learning in this pandemic, it is that grit, determination, resilience, and the power of self-
control can get us through even the toughest of times! 
    
   Thank you for all that you do, and as we enter the holiday season, I want to take this 
opportunity to wish you and your family the very best of all seasons! I look forward to a 
great couple of weeks in December and after the holiday break, we will resume school on 
January 4th (TUESDAY).   

Important Dates 
 
Dec. 7 – PTO 
Meeting @ 6:30 
 
Dec. 10 – SIP Day, 
Early Dismissal 
11:50 
 
Dec. 13 – School 
Board Meeting @ 
7pm 
 
Dec. 17 – Class 
Parties  
 
Dec. 20 – 31 – No 
School  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Positive Action for December 2021 
Week of Dec. 6- Possessions & Money:  
Possessions - Things that you are responsible for.  
Money – Coins and bills.  
Week of Dec. 13 – Talent: A natural ability that can be developed.  
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Counselor’s Corner 
   It’s hard to believe its December 
already. This school year is moving so 
fast and our days are packed with 
learning and new experiences.  
   One of the things I do as a school 
counselor to add to our student’s 
learning is classroom lessons. I do 
Kindergarten classroom lessons all year 
long, 1st and 2nd grade classes during 
the first semester, and 3rd and 4th during 
the second semester. For those teachers 
who sign up, their classes get a lesson 
from me twice a month.  
   Here is a breakdown of what we have 
covered so far: 
 
Kindergarten: Manners and kind 
words, Voice Levels, Being First, 
Interrupting, Polite actions, listening 
skills 
1st grade: Manners and Kindness, 
In/Out Telling (Tattling verses asking 
for help), Celebrating what makes 
people similar, Tone of voice, 
Interrupting, Mindfulness     
2nd grade: Interrupting, Manners, 
Mindfulness, Tone of voice, 
celebrating what makes people similar, 
In/Out Telling refresher    
 
   Next semester 3rd and 4th grades will 
get lessons on mindfulness and 
handling big emotions, careers and the 
world of work, finding their strengths, 
and what kind of learners they are. 
Kindergarten will continue their 
classroom lessons with learning about 
feelings and emotions, whole body 
listening, and being a good friend. We 
will end with some mindfulness and 
ways to cope with big feelings.  
   Being in the classroom is one of the 
ways I can connect with and get to 
know all our students. It allows me to 
provide tier 1 SEL services to them, 
and their teachers. My goal is that 
every student knows who I am and has 
a basic idea of what I do here at GHES, 
and feels comfortable talking with me. 
If you have questions about my 
classroom lessons please feel free to 
email me.  

 - Mrs. Albrecht, GHES Counselor 
          albrechtk@ghills69.com 

What’s so special in Music?  
    
   The Winter Holiday season is upon us, and the music room is full of the 
sounds of the holidays! All K-4 students are experiencing a part of “The 
Nutcracker,” which is performed all over the world, including in our own 
Peoria area. Students in K-2 are moving along with the March, and students 
in 3-4 are bouncing along with the Trepak. Many students are just 
discovering that these musical pieces were written in 1892 by the Russian 
composer Peter Tchaikovsky. “The Nutcracker” began as a story written by 
E.T.A. Hoffman, and then it was transformed into this magical combination 
of the arts that you can see on stage and screen today! Each class is hearing a 
version of the story along with the movement activities. We are also singing 
the holiday favorites “Jingle Bells” (K-2) and “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” (3-4) to continue to develop our singing voices, and we’ll learn a 
song about Hanukkah, too.  
   Together, we are working to become a musical person by being Tuneful, 
Beatful, and Artful wherever we go. I hope that each family can find a time 
to sing, play, and move your way through this holiday season!  
 
Mrs. Loring 
loringa@ghills69.com  

 

 

Kindergarten PA Students 
for November 

 
Emmi Craft, River Lynn, 
Grayson Bland, Grace 
Miller, Conner Gilmour, 
Grant Light, Emily Dykstra, 
Shea Bartlett, Fiona Pray, 
Chandler Burkhart  

1st – 4th PA Students for 
November 

1st – Hunter Snider, Baylee 
Culp, Ellie Malone, Brooks 
Dose 
2nd – Maeve Geiler, Savannah 
Stoller, Liam Gaff 
3rd – Cordelia Bachman, Olivia 
Cawley, Payton Wilkey 
4th – Brenna Rustman, Piper 
Mitchell, Essence Dorsey 



   Germantown Hills Elementary School 
Newsletter 

 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Spotlight – Mrs. Denise Bitner 
 
1. What do you love about GHES? 
I Love coming to school and seeing all my kiddos each 
day. They hop on the bus and they're always happy! 
(well mostly, unless they stayed up too late.) They're so 
excited to see their friends and start their day! I hear 
lots of interesting stories and have learned a lot! How 
can I not Love the whole package though? All of the 
people here at the school along with all of our kiddos 
and families are truly the best. I could never have 
imagined working somewhere else all of these years! 
2. What is your favorite part of your job? 
Hmmm..Bus? Office? Concessions? 
To sum up all three, I love serving people!  
3. What is your favorite food? 
Wow, to pick one! I love a good tenderloin! 
4. What is your favorite book? 
The Bible 
5. What do you like to do for fun? 
I Love riding our Harley Davidson motorcycle with my 
husband. He finds all of the best roads and scenery and 
I love photographing all the cool places we go. My 
favorite trips thus far have been the Panhandle of 
Florida and our 1900 mile Michigan trip that we started 
in Wisconsin. 
6. Who is someone you admire? 
Ronald Reagan 
7. How long have you been at GHES? 
29 years! 
8. Funny or best school memory from working at 
GHES? 
Definitely the best memory I will always treasure is 
when the school and children totally surprised me with 
heartwarming gifts beyond measure for a trip to Disney 
last year. We had planned a trip for our sweet little 
grandson Brigham, who had been suffering from 
Neuroblastoma. I could never express the 
thoughtfulness of putting all of it together to pull off 
surprising me along with the incredible amount of 
generosity that everyone had done for our family that 
day, and the months ahead. Brigham loved everything 
along with his twin “Sissys” as he would say. People 
will never know how happy he was when I took all of 
the treasures home to him. He loved receiving all of the 
Mickey presents! 

 

Shout outs!   

    

A huge thank you to our lunch staff for working so hard at preparing and delivering our lunches. You always have a smile 
and positive attitude. Great job! – Mrs. Scott  
Shout out to all of the generous families who have supplied Kleenex, games, dice and dominoes for our classroom.  - Mrs. 
Hasty 3D 
Thank you to Mrs. Heflin for all her work at organizing and planning the Holiday Basket drive!  - Mrs. Albrecht 

GHPTO News 
Craft and Vendor Show The Craft and Vendor Show was a 
big success!  We had almost 100 vendors and over 1000 
shoppers come through.  Thank you to our chair and 
volunteers who made the event run smoothly!  
Parent’s Night Out Get some holiday shopping done or enjoy 
a quiet dinner!  On Saturday December 4th from 5:30-8:30, 
students Kindergarten – 4th grades are invited to join us for a 
night of fun at the school – games in the gym, movie, crafts, 
and snacks.  Cost is $20 per student.  Flyers with more 
information will be coming home.   
Spirit Wear We now have options for long sleeve shirts and 
sweatshirts on the website.  Spirit wear makes an excellent gift 
for your student or favorite teacher (shirt sizes can be found on 
their favorite things lists ).  Orders placed by Dec 6th will be 
ready in time for Christmas! 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
No December meeting! 
Jan 4th, 6:30PM Media Ctr. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Parent’s Night Out 
Sat. Dec 4th 5:30-8:30PM 

 

Congratulations 
to the JFL U9 

Football 
champs! 

 
James Cardin 
Ryan Crebo 
Coen Davis 
Jack Dykes 

Evan Krager 
Dean Lange 

Gavin Mulvaney 
Gunner Watts 

Deacon WIlliams 
 

Shout out to Mrs. Joy Ruach for going above and beyond in 1C, from teaching to treats! – Mrs. Adams  
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It’s been a great first half of our school year! 
  
  
 
    
 
 
 
 

Meet Laburn ! She is a 6 month old golden retriever 
from the Dragons: Rescue Riders litter. She is a 
service dog in training from 4 Paws for Ability in 
Xenia, Ohio. Her volunteer trainer is our very own 
Mrs. Schroeder! 4 Paws for Ability places service 
dogs worldwide for children with disabilities and 
veterans with PTSD. It’s Mrs. Schroeder’s job to 
prepare Laburn for life as a service dog and socializing 
her at school is doing just that.  Not only is this a great 
opportunity for Laburn, it is also a great opportunity 
for our school to be educated on service dogs. This 
sweet, gentle pup has already stepped up to the plate 
as a calming reminder to staff and students. For more 
information on 4 Paws for Ability, go to their website 
at https://4pawsforability.org/ or reach out to Mrs. 
Schroeder at schroedr@ghills69.com. 
  

 

 

 

Creations and inspirations in Mrs. Ward’s art classes! 

 
 

Mrs. Stivers 
Kindergarten 

class is 
looking cozy 
and maybe a 

little bit 
sleepy for PJ 

Day! 

 

 
 

Mrs. Goins 
class did a 
few STEM 
Halloween 
projects.  

These 
pumpkin 
catapults 

were sent in 
by Mrs. 

Waggoner. 
Thanks for 

the fun 
activity! 


