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Benefit Planning Associates Inc., 
Digital Copy Systems, Dixon Fisheries, 
Dragoo Painting, First Build Associates, 

First Midstate Inc., Heartland Band 
and Trust Co., Hediger & Meyers Inc., 

Home Comfort Insulation, John Ginder/
ReMax, Jubilee Foods, Kaufman Wellness 
Center, KBL Design Center, Kenyon and 
Associates Architects, Inc., Kouri’s Bar 

& Grill, Mason Funeral Home, Ltd., 
McDonald’s of Metamora, 

Paul Herzog (Chartered Financial 
Consultant), Sam Leman of Eureka, Turf 
Solutions Group, Village of Germantown 

Hills, Widmer Interiors and 
Wright-Way Interior Systems, LLC.

13TH Annual Golf 
Outing a 

Big Success!
THANKS to our 
VOLUNTEERS 
& SPONSORS.
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Chris Petri, Jim Gries, Paul Herzog and Tom Ambrosch were the winners!



Page 1

Thursday, June 18, 2009 marked the 13th Annual 
Educational Foundation’s Golf Outing. The event was held 
at Quail Meadows Golf Course in East Peoria. 

This year’s event raised over $10,000.   Monies raised benefit 
the Germantown Hills Educational Foundation which supports 
and enhances education within Germantown Hills S. D. #69. 

Paul Herzog and fellow foursome members including: Tom 
Ambrosch, Jim Gries and Chris Petri, were the winners of 
this year’s event with a team score of 13 under par. Herzog, a 
Chartered Financial Consultant in Germantown Hills and captain 
of the winning team said “Dollar for dollar and hour for hour, this 
is the best of the golf outings I play in each year. The enjoyment 
coupled with the cause is a great combination. It’s great to see 
so many people having a good time, knowing that the effort, 
especially from the volunteers, helps us invest in education in our 
immediate area. For the local participants, it’s a chance to renew 
friendships. For those who play and don’t live here, they see the 
enthusiasm we have for our schools”.

A big thank you to all of the volunteers who worked at 
the Golf Outing as well as those who donated time, effort and 
money “behind the scenes”. We would also like to thank our 
outstanding sponsors: Benefit Planning Associates Inc., 
Digital Copy Systems, Dixon Fisheries, Dragoo Painting, 
First Build Associates, First Midstate Inc., Heartland 
Band and Trust Co., Hediger & Meyers Inc., Home 
Comfort Insulation, John Ginder / ReMax, Jubilee Foods, 
Kaufman Wellness Center, KBL Design Center, Kenyon 
and Associates Architects, Inc., Kouri’s Bar & Grill, Mason 
Funeral Home, Ltd., McDonald’s of Metamora, Paul 
Herzog (Chartered Financial Consultant), Sam Leman of 
Eureka, Turf Solutions Group, Village of Germantown Hills, 
Widmer Interiors and Wright-Way Interior Systems, LLC.
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Be sure to share 
your newsletter with

the students.

If you have a topic of interest 
for future issues, or would like 

to be a contributing writer, drop 
us a note at 

de@smileygraphix.com

34 foursomes of golfers started the Annual Scramble at 12:00 Noon with sunny skies and hot 
temperatures.

The golfers were treated to gift bags, lunch, 18 holes of golf, and dinner and enjoyed raffles, many prizes and fun!
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Ready-to-use seeds that were gathered 
last fall - right here!

Tomatoes  . . .
late bloomers 
this year.

3rd graders on 
an educational 
tour of the 
garden. Mrs. 
Simpson asks 
them to smell 
the boxwoods. 
Ew!!

Budding gardeners!

Here come the pumpkins!

3rd graders planting our veggie garden with Cathy Bandeko.

Things are growing in the Learning Garden
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Boots, gloves, trowel, kneeling pad, 
jeans – yep, we’re ready.

Dig, dig, dig!

3rd graders digging in the dirt (actually 
preparing the soil for the seeds)

Zounds! Zillons of Zinnias.

Happy 3rd grade gardeners!

Delightful 
Dahlias!

Things are growing in the Learning Garden
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White House 
& Its Gardens

In the United States there is a home filled with important 
people, historical heirlooms, remarkable foods, and most 
importantly, beautiful flowers.  The White House has stood 
for over two hundred years as a remarkable symbol of freedom, 
strength, and stability but might be best known to some as a 
beautiful example of garden blooms.  

The history of the White House and the nation’s capital 
began when President George Washington signed an Act of 
Congress in December of 1790.  This act declared that the 
federal government would reside in a district “not exceeding ten 
miles square…on the Potomac River.”  The city planner at the 
time, Pierre L’Enfant, along with President Washington, chose 
the site for the president’s new residence shortly after. We now 
know that residence as 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.  

Did you know that the White House survived two fires in its 
two hundred year history?  One fire occurred during the War of 
1812 against the British while the other happened in 1929 in 
the West Wing while Herbert Hoover was President.  During 
President Truman’s term the White House was completely 
remodeled, forcing the Truman family to live at the Blair House, 
across from Pennsylvania Avenue.  Although there have been 
many changes to the White House in the two hundred years, 
the exterior stone walls are those from the original structure.  

The creation of the White House garden dates back to the 
presidency of John Adams, our second president. Adams ordered 
a vegetable garden to be planted.  Since this presidential order, 
presidents for two centuries, along with each first lady, have 
changed and adapted the blooms and vegetables.  

President Andrew Jackson was known for bringing in flowers 
such as camellias in terra cotta pots from the gardens into the 
State Rooms for special occasions.  President John Quincy 
Adams, son of President Adams, was the first president to 
develop the flower garden on the White House lawn in 1825.  
Historians have found accounts of passers-by catching a glimpse 
of the President John Quincy Adams tilling the soil himself.   

Finally, in 1850 a well-known gardener, Andrew Jackson 

Downing, was hired to develop a landscape theme for the White 
House.  By 1853 the first greenhouse was built on the White 
House lawn during President Franklin Pierce’s term.  

Although the White House is filled with splendor, the most 
beautiful and popular of all flowered areas is the White House 
Rose Garden, bordering the Oval Office and the West Wing 
of the White House.  The White House Rose Garden was 
established in 1913 by First Lady Ellen Loise Wilson, wife of 
President Woodrow Wilson.  Prior to the completion of the rose 
garden, there were horse stables on the chosen area.  

In 1961, during John F. Kennedy’s administration, the garden 
was revamped by famous horticulturalist, Rachel Lambert 
Mellon.  Mellon created flower beds planted in a French style 
but used American botanical blooms.  Each flower bed was 
planted with a series of Katherine crabapples and Littleleaf.  
Bordering this was a diamond shaped hedge of thyme.  The 
outer edge of the flowerbed was edged with boxwoods while the 
four corners of the garden were covered with Magnolias.  Inside 
the flowerbed were several specimens of roses, including a large 
number of “Elizabeth” grandiflora roses, tea roses, and “King’s 
Ransom.”  

Did you know that every first lady gets the privilege of 
picking a rose to be named after her?  Lady Bird Johnson, wife 
of President Lyndon Johnson, chose a red, vibrant, hybrid tea 
rose as her symbol.  Former first lady, Laura Bush, President 
George W. Bush’s wife, chose a coral rose with a spicy fragrance.  
Well-respected first lady and humanitarian, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
picked a yellow rose for her likeness.  In fact, Eleanor Roosevelt 
loved roses so much, when she passed away she was laid to rest 
in her family rose garden next to her husband.

Probably the most well-known of all first ladies was Jacqueline 
Kennedy, President John F. Kennedy’s wife.  Unlike other first 
wives, Jackie Kennedy was given her own personal garden 
just to the east of the White House.  The Jacqueline Kennedy 
Garden is framed on the north and south sides by a holly hedge.  
Planting beds, bordered by boxwoods, are filled with tulips, 
pansies, and grape hyacinth.  Throughout the day you might 
catch a glimpse of the White House’s many chefs gathering 
rosemary, thyme, and other herbs from the garden.

We will end our history lesson with the current first lady, 
Michelle Obama, who has just recently planted the White 
House’s first vegetable garden since Eleanor Roosevelt’s victory 
garden after World War II.  The Obama garden is all organic 
and, as first lady Obama explains, will soon provide food for the 
first family.  Twenty-three fifth graders from Bancroft Elementary 
School in Washington, D.C. helped Mrs. Obama dig the vast 
1,100 square foot plot, just below the Obama daughters’ swing 
set in early May.

Within the beautiful garden will soon be 55 different varieties 
of vegetables grown from organic seedlings started in the 
Executive Mansion’s greenhouses.  Due to President Obama’s 
love for Mexican food, cilantro, tomatillos, and hot peppers 
have been planted.  Along with these vegetables, spinach, 
chard, collards and black kale have also found their way into 
the most famous organic garden in the world.  One vegetable 
NOT allowed the new gardens, beets, the president hates them.

by Tabitha Cooper     
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students learn about ecology, science, nature and much more. The monies 
donated will help fund three concrete table sets, giving teachers and 
students a place to sit during instruction or just enjoy the garden. The tables 
should arrive in late September.

Students from the 08-09 Service Club have donated $600 towards three 
tables to be placed in the Courtyard Learning Garden. The Service Club 
was led by Mrs. Joyce Heiple. Members of the club are 7th and 8th grade 
students who want to help out in their community and their school.

The Courtyard is a unique outdoor educational opportunity where 

Quail Meadows Golf Course

Service League donates $600 to Learning Garden

A. Beschorner, R. Bradshaw, A. Bullivant, H. Burt. M. Clemons, T. Coconate, K. Curtis, K. Decker, J. Domnick, D. Dragoo, \J. Duggan,  
B. Eller, D. Fenner, C. Gardner, L. Geurink, J. Godwin, K. Grieves, A. Hilst, S. Hittle, E. Houge, A. Jewell, J. Johnson, O. Jones, E. Kaufman,  
T. Kells, H. Kirkbride, Z. Konie, H. Krus, B. Lee, B. Long, A. Marks, L. Moehn, B. Morbidelli, P. Parkhurst, N. Pettigrew, D. Rodier, N. Scheirer, 
C. Seitz, A. Smith, M. Smullin, J. Sodowski, L. Steffan, O. Tran, L. Voudrie, A. Young, Z. Zalar         Sponsor:  Mrs. Heiple  

Rio DeJaneiro, Brazil
Botanical Gardens

Ms. Jodi Aaron visited 
the gardens during 
Spring Break 2009.

  Rio de Janeiro’s Botanical Garden was created on June 13, 1808 by Dom João VI - prince regent at that 
time - originally for the acclimatization of spices like nutmeg, pepper and cinnamon that were imported 
from the Western Indies. Only in 1822 the Garden was open for public visitation.

  Below you’ll see the most well-known symbol of the park; The Royal Palms. These trees were originally 
reserved for the royal family only. All palms are originated from a single tree, the Palma Mater (that was 
tragically destroyed by lightning).



Learning Garden Contacts:
Cathy Bandeko, Master Gardener - 383-4802, cbandeko@multiad.com 
Linda Simpson, Teacher - 699-0280, tlsimpson@mchsi.com
De Ingles, G. Hills Edu. Foundation - 383-2662, de@smileygraphix.com

If you’d like to receive an 
electronic version of this 
newsletter contact us at 

de@smileygraphix.com.

Order Your Engraved Paver, Stepping 
Stone, Cap Stone or Table Today!

Purchasing a brick, stepping stone, or cap stone 
engraved with names of important individuals 
is a creative and affordable way to immortalize 
memories while contributing to the Germantown 
Hills Educational Foundation. Order forms and a 
brochure are available at the Elementary, Middle 
and Jr. High offices for your convenience. If you 
are a business and would like information about 
having your company logo engraved on a brick, 
stone or bench, contact De at 383.2662 or email to  
de@smileygraphix.com.

Check it out!
This site is an online initiative developed in response to author and 

philanthropist Dave Eggers’ 2008 TED Prize wish to inspire and 

collect the stories of private citizens engaged in their local public 

schools. Each year, three individuals are granted the TED Prize, which 

provides winners with a wish to change the world, $100,000 in seed 

money, and the support of the TED community in making the wish 

come true. Dave looked to the community to build a website that 

would collect these stories. 826 National, Hot Studio, and Carbon 

Five stepped up and created Once Upon a School. Check it out!

www.onceuponaschool.org

Save the Date
We would like to invite you to the Germantown Hills Learning Garden Dedication and Open House. 

September 10th
Please check the school’s website for more information as it becomes available.

Next issue: Saving seeds . . . Students this year will be involved in gathering, preparing and packaging various 
flower seeds from the courtyard garden.  These will then be used for plantings in the spring!  Talk about recycling 
and re-using!!!  Other students will be involved by studying and observing the flowers and then drawing them on 

seed packets.  Plans are to harvest seeds from coneflowers, marigolds, zinnias, Mexican hat, to name just a few!


