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Do you remember what the garden looked 
like when we started last summer?

 July, 2006 Here is a photo of the beginning of it all - 
complete with weeds and construction debris. We started with a 
wonderful hardscape, complete with brick paths and retaining 
walls. We also had a brick foundation for the gazebo. We went to 
work planning a beautiful garden. Our goal was individual 
themed garden “rooms.” Each room would showcase a unique 
type of gardening. We wanted to incorporate a wide variety of 
plants that would bloom at various times of the year, concentrat-
ing on plants that bloom in the spring and the fall. We also wanted 
to use plants that would be easy to incorporate into the teachers’ 
lesson plans.

 August, 2006 The pond, stream and waterfall are 
installed by Aberle Landscaping. Linda Simpson managed the 
pond installation and made sure that all the rocks were placed just 
so. Our first real work in the garden was to clean up all the debris 
and pull out all the weeds. We incorporated the help of several 
students, Cathy, Linda and any friends that we could drag in. We 
even found a ground hornet’s nest! 

Work began in great earnest with the delivery of a semi-truck full 
of turkey compost from Yordy Turkey Farm. The compost was 
wheeled into the garden (through the school) one wheelbarrow at 
a time. What a mess and what a smell! Without this essential step 
nothing but rocks would be growing. The next step was tilling, 
then tilling, then more tilling to work in the compost and make 

the soil nice and fluffy for planting. It took us a week of very hard 
work.

The summer was almost over and the students would be returning 
to classes soon, so we had to hurry now. We selected all the plants 
and began to get our plants delivered. We brought in a truck full 
of mulch. We planted each flower, shrub and tree with lots of ten-
der loving care and mulched each area as we planted. We made 
quite a mess bringing all this through the school!

 September, 2006 The last step of the process was 
watering. Do you remember how hot it was last summer? It was 
even hotter surrounded by all the brick in the courtyard in the gar-
den. You may have noticed people hand watering the garden at all 
hours of the day (and night). We could not keep enough water on 
the new plantings. We had everyone helping with this huge daily 
task.

We added bird feeders for our feathered friends and a bird bath. 
Our young plants began to settle into their new home and grow. 
Some of them had a little trouble adjusting, we showered those 
with more water and an extra measure of love. Of course along 
with the growth of the flowers and shrubs comes the growth of 
weeds too. Valiant efforts to hand weed and continue to water 
brought even more volunteers.

 October, 2006 The garden is responding to all our 
care. The temperatures are better and we don’t have to water 
every single day now. Our gazebo and the bridge over the water-
fall are installed this month - they are beautiful! 

Bulbs are planted this month so we can enjoy a bounty of flowers 
in the spring. Final touches are added, including setting stepping 
stones to the gazebo and bench.

 November, 2006 The garden (and all the garden 
volunteers) begin a well deserved winter rest. (But we can’t wait 
until spring!)

 February, 2007 Meetings begin to plan the main-
tenance of the garden. There are still a few plants and trees to be 
installed. The vegetable garden will be planted this year. 
Thankfully we will also be installing a drip watering system.

 March, 2007 A newsletter begins to keep everyone 
informed and to help teachers use the garden for activities and 
lesson plans.

Bulbs should be coming up soon. Watch for the first ones just out-
side each of the big windows, by the bird feeders. 



flowers are very rare in nature, so we allowed blu-
ish-purple blooms as well. The background of this 
garden is a row of White Bridal Wreath Spirea that 
will cascade down the hillside. The corner will feature a 
beautiful white Dogwood Tree (as soon as we find the per-
fect specimen.)

The Bird Garden begins at the door on the north side of 
the garden. This garden contains several different kinds of bird 
feeders and a birdbath. It also contains a pathway to the feeders 
and a tiny bench for watching the birds up close. Behind the 
bench is a row of Cardinal Candy Virburnam. A Serviceberry tree 
stands center and two Chokeberry shrubs fill out the garden.

The Prairie Garden  contains only authentic native 
Illinois prairie plants, trees and shrubs. We begin with a small 
berm planted with grasses, coneflowers and daisies. Notice how 
these flowers are quite different from the hybrid varieties that you 
may find in the Butterfly Garden. The Prairie Garden continues 
around the Gazebo and then blends seamlessly into the Butterfly 
Garden around the pond. Native Illinois dogwoods, virburnam 
and Sweetspire round out the area. We blend into the Butterfly 
Garden and then back out to native plants beside the Vegetable 
Garden. Here you will find bright red Burning Bush and Witch 
Hazel.

The Vegetable Garden  is a work in progress. As soon as 
the snow begins to melt, we will start by planting lettuce, radishes 
and onions. These early season crops can be harvested before 
school is out in May. We will follow with a few tomatoes and 
some corn. We plan to add an upright structure so we can use the 
vertical space to show how to grow ornamental pumpkins and 
gourds. These vegetables can be harvested in the fall when school 
returns. We will plant marigolds to demonstrate the value of a 
pest barrier. Last but not least, we will grow sunflowers. These 
will be the very tall picturesque Mammoth variety - perfect to 
provide seed to feed our birds next winter and to pose for the art 
classes to draw.

This brings us to the end of the gardens. Against the wall of the 
building you may notice two large compost bins. These bins are 
for garden scraps only. Please feel free to pick up the stray weed 
or two and toss them in. Dead flowers and branches can go here 
also. Once the garden warms up we will cut down all the dead 
foliage from last year and place the scraps in these bins. We will 
use these compost bins to keep the garden tidy and 
to allow us to recycle our own garden waste into 
useable (and valuable) compost. 

One more addition that you don’t see right 
now is a vermicomposting bin. If you are 
unfamiliar with this term, we will be rais-
ing red worms. These worms will allow us 
to recycle scraps from the vegetable gar-
den. As the worms eat the scraps, they will 
grow and multiply. We will have more 
details on this exciting garden project in 
the weeks to come!

The School 
Garden is made of eight individual 
garden “rooms.” Each room has a 

specific theme and is filled with 
plantings that match that theme. There 
is a transition area between each garden 

to allow all the gardens to flow seamlessly 
into each other. There is also a transition 
from the east side to the west side of the gar-

den through the Butterfly Garden, across the side-
walk and around the pond.

The Shade Garden contains a wide vari-
ety of flowers, shrubs and trees that flourish in 
the shade. We start with a platform bird feeder 

by the window. Under this feeder will be 
your first glimpse of spring when the tiny 
Glory of the Snow bulbs peek out even 
while snow is still on the ground. This gar-

den contains several varieties of hostas and 
hydrangeas. Scattered around are bleeding 
heart and ferns. The garden’s special fea-

ture is a Forest Pansy Redbud Tree. This tree 
will be covered in bright pink blooms early in 

April.

The Herb Garden is completely surrounded in a raised 
bed. This garden contains ornamental and kitchen herbs as well as 
several very fragrant plants. The garden is topped by a Japanese 
Tree Lilac that will bloom in May with very fragrant white flow-
ers. You will also see several Pink Knockout Roses and a fragrant 
Golden Mock Orange.

The Butterfly Garden transitions from the Herb Garden 
with a row of Korean Spice Viburnam. All the plants in the 
Butterfly Garden were selected for their bright colors that attract 
butterflies. Some of the butterfly plants are a source of nectar, 
some are the host plant to raise baby butterflies. This garden will 
also attract hummingbirds and (watch out) bees. All of these crea-
tures are important to our garden because they pollinate the flow-
ers. The Butterfly Garden crosses the sidewalk and lines the edges 
of the pond as well.

The Bulb Garden begins with a row of Boxwood leading 
from the Butterfly Garden. The Bulb Garden is filled with a 
“river” of blue Grape Hyacinth edged by tulips, daffodils and cro-
cus. The garden also features a French Pussy Willow, two 

Forsythias and several Pink Knockout 
Roses. This garden will be a real show-
stopper in the spring.

The Blue and White Garden
transitions from the Bulb Garden with a 
row of Dwarf Korean Lilacs. Each plant 

in the Blue and White Garden was 
selected for its color in honor 

of Germantown Hills 
Middle School. True blue 



Websites and Resources 

Teachers:  If you are ordering classroom items for next year, be sure to check out the kids garden-

ing shop section of the National Gardening Association’s website:

http://nga-gardenshop.stores.yahoo.net/kids.html. The Books and Posters section also contains some excellent 
resources.  More sites in next week’s newsletter, sites with lesson plans and ideas!

We have a host of websites and resources we plan to provide for you each week. We will be showcasing specific 
gardens and offer details on how to incorporate these gardens into your lesson plans. Garden plans and a list of gar-
den plants (including the botanical names) are available upon request. 

Please feel free to contact either Cathy or Linda with your garden questions and comments. We encourage you to 
use the garden as the valuable educational resource that it can be.

Math in the Garden book available
Gardens are magical settings filled with aromas, colors, and 
patterns that excite the imagination and awaken the senses. 
This engaging curriculum uses a mathematical lens to take 
children on an education-filled exploration of the garden. 
Dozens of hands-on activities hone math skills and promote 
inquiry, language arts, and nutrition. All were developed to 
support mathematics and science standards and were exten-
sively trial-tested by educators and youth leaders nationwide. 
Grades K-8, 160 pages.

This book is available from the www.kidsgardeningstore.com
website.

Cathy Bandeko, Master Gardener home:383-4802 cell:208-6518 e-mail:cbandeko@multiad.com
Linda Simpson, Teacher home:699-0280 cell:696-9587 e-mail:tlsimpson@mchsi.com

Grade School Teachers: 
Though  most of this weekly newsletter will relate to the 
Courtyard Gardens at the Intermediate/Middle School, we 
haven’t forgotten you!  Did you know that out in front of 
school by the bell is an ABC Garden?  See how many items, 
both growing and not, you can find around there that start with 
a letter of the alphabet.  As of yet, we have no items for  E, I, 
U, X or Z, but we are working on these and they will be added 
some time this spring. Some letters have more than one item 
and some are only visable at certain times of the year.  If you 
want the “answers”, just e-mail Linda for the ABC list!

If squirrels or other critters haven’t destroyed them, the grape 
hyacinths, pink tulips and some crocuses should begin to peek 
out of the ground soon.  Check out the pussywillow bush on 
the other side of the sidewalk and keep an eye on the Korean 
sun pear tree which should have lovely white blooms.  Any 
questions about this area?.......Please contact Linda 
Simpson(see e-mail address below).

Is there a class that would like to plant sunflowers, etc. in the 
small area outside of Mary Aaron’s classroom?  Linda would 
be willing to help with this activity.  Limited to only one or 
two classrooms.  

Looking forward to spring!

Intermediate and Middle School Teachers:
You will be receiving by e-mail this garden newsletter 
approximately every week from now until the end of the 
school year. It will start up again in early August and, hope-
fully, continue throughout the year.  It will, of course, contain 
information about “What is growing on in the garden” that 
particular week, but we want it to be more than that. 

Cathy Bandeko, who is a Master Gardener with the Woodford 
County University of Illinois Extension Program and a resi-
dent of our district, will be assisting in this endeavor.  She is a 
knowledgeable resource herself and has access to more 
resources and individuals who can also help out.  Cathy and 
Linda Simpson planned, prepared for and planted the gardens 
in the courtyard area late last summer and early fall.  They will 
be giving you ideas on how to incorporate the gardens into 
your lesson plans, providing helpful websites and links, trying 
to answer your questions pertaining to the plants and the pond, 
and encouraging you to really make use of the garden areas as 
a wonderful teaching arena .

We do ask that you make the students 
aware of some basic rules for the area.
1. Please stay on the bricks and stepping stone paths as much 

as possible. (We need to keep the soil from compacting and 
allow the roots of the new plantings to spread easier.)

2. Please leave the rocks in place. In other words, don’t throw 
rocks or anything into the pond or into the garden areas.

3. Please keep the area free of litter.

4. Please enjoy watching the transformation in spring ...day by 
day and week by week.

5. We can always use an extra pair 
of hands, please call Linda or     

Cathy to volunteer your 
time!


