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Mark Your Calendars… 
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“Engaging all Learners to 
Achieve Success” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of Steven Woodside, Principal… 
 
The ultimate goal of high school is to prepare ALL students to be on track toward 
college and career readiness.  The ACT organization identifies a student who can 
qualify for and succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing college courses without the 
need for remediation or development course work in college level English 
Composition, Social Science, College Algebra and Biology as college ready.  The 
life skills needed for college readiness are self-management, communication, 
collaboration, personal goal setting, problem solving and critical thinking.  
 
Congratulations to the following members of the Class of 2019 who recorded a 
composite score at or above the 90th percentile on the ACT test.  These students 
are in the Top 10% of all students taking the ACT.  
 
Brooke Benck Emma Benck Lauren Benck 
Kaylyn Beyer Elizabeth Blaser Jayden Boesch 

Joseph Campbell, Jr. Tristan Colford Erick Eickhoff 
Jack Higginbotham Lillian Hizer Caitlin Hottovy 

Paige Jeffryes Kaitlynn Meyer Lucas Miller 
Kade Nelson Elezazar Oceguera Zachary Paden 
Coden Prokopec Neleigh Slusarski Jordan Theilen 

Faith Willets 
  

 
Career readiness is the attainment and demonstration of required competencies that 
prepare a person for a successful transition into the workplace.  A career ready 
person capitalizes on personal strengths, talents, education and experiences to bring 
value to the workplace and the community through one’s performance, skill, 
diligence, ethics and responsible behavior. At Columbus High School, students 
have the opportunity to earn career certifications in Industrial Manufacturing 
Technician Apprenticeship; Certified Nurses Assistant; Microsoft Office Specialist; 
OSHA 10 Safety Certification; Snap-On Measurement; WISE Financial Literacy; 
Linkages Manufacturing; and in the future, SolidWorks computer aided drafting. 
 
As students begin the course registration process for the 2019-20 school year, it is 
imperative that the classes students choose align with their intended college and 
career aspirations.  The high school experience can be enriched by choosing the 
right courses; being a critical thinker; earning good grades; applying academic and 
technical skills to new situations; participating in one or more activities; and above 
all wearing your maroon proudly in discovering something greater than yourself in 
all that you do!  And as always … Go, Discoverers! 
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  From the Desk of Angela Leifeld, Assistant Principal… 
 
Mark your calendars:  April 2, 2019 there will be school for 9th, 10th, and 11th grade testing only.  12th grade students will 
not have school on this day.  9th and 10th grade students will take MAPs tests over Math, Reading and Science.  11th grade 
students will be taking the ACT.   
 

All 11th Grade students will need to report to second floor for testing between 7:45 am – 8:00 am.  The students need to bring a 
picture ID, #2 pencils, and a calculator. No cell phones or book bags should be brought with them to school.  It is very important 
for 11th grade students to arrive prior to 8:00 am to ensure that we are able to start on time.   
 

All 9th and 10th grade students will be required to stay in the cafeteria and main gym until the move to the testing room at 8:15 
am.  Please bring a fully charged computer and book to read upon completion of each individual tests.  This is extremely 
important.  
 

On Wednesday, March 28, John Baylor will be at CHS to meet with all juniors during their scheduled English period.  He will 
work with them on areas that teachers identify as points of interest as well as share some final tips for test preparation over the 
weekend.   
 

Testing Schedules: 
 

                                                         9th Grade MAPs Testing Schedule 
 

8:20 am  - 9:40 am G9 Reading 
 

9:40 am  - 11:00 am G9 Math 
 

11:00 am - 11:25 am  Lunch 9 Only 
 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm G9 Science 
 

1:05 pm - 2:00 pm Unfinished MAPs (IMC) 
 

 

                                                      10th Grade MAPs Testing Schedule 

8:20 am  - 9:40 am G10 Math 
 

9:40 am  - 11:00 am G10 Reading 
 

11:00 am - 11:10 am Stretch Break 
 

11:10 am - 12:30 pm G10 Science 
 

12:30 pm - 1:00 pm G10 Lunch 
 

1:05 pm - 2:00 pm Unfinished MAP’s 
(IMC) 
 

 
Using NWEA MAP Scores to Predict Success on the ACT Benchmark Scores 

Source: https://talk.collegeconfidential.com 
 

Grade &   Reading            Math   
Testing  Open 

Enrollment 
State 

University 
Top Public 
University 

Ivy 
League 

Open 
Enrollment 

State 
University 

Top Public 
University 

Ivy 
League 

Session ACT-16 ACT-24 ACT-29 ACT-32 ACT-16 ACT-24 ACT-29 ACT-32 

Grade 9 
Spring 

216 237 246 251 223 255 268 274 

Grade 10 
Spring 

219 239 248 253 225 258 271 277 
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ACT Continued 
 
                                                                        11th Grade ACT Testing Schedule 

Test Length Time Tests 

15 minutes 8:00 am - 8:15 am Handout Test Materials  

45 minutes 8:15 am - 9:00 am English 

60 minutes 9:02 am - 10:02 am Math 

15 minutes 10:02 am - 10:17 am Break 

35 minutes 10:17 am - 10:52 am Reading  

35 minutes 10:54 am - 11:29 am Science 

30 minutes 11:30 am – 12:00 pm Break: G11 Lunch  

40 minutes 12:05 pm – 12:55 pm Writing 

 1:00 pm Dismissal 

** Test times are all approximate.    
 
 

Source: ACT Profile Report-National 
 

College Course ACT Test Score Benchmark Score 

English Composition English 18 

Algebra Mathematics 22 

Social Studies Reading 22 

Biology Science 23 

STEM STEM 26 

ELA   (English Language Arts) ELA 20 

 
A benchmark score is the minimum score needed on the ACT subject area test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a “B” or 
higher or about a 75% chance of obtaining a “C” or higher in the corresponding credit earning college courses. These scores 
were empirically derived based on the actual performance of students in college. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention All Seniors! 
 
All 12th Grade students, April 2 will be the second of two dates that you have a day scheduled off from school.   Please plan to 
use this day off as an opportunity to visit colleges or schedule a day with friends. We are nearing the finish line for 
graduation.  Fourth quarter begins on March 19, and to ensure the opportunity to complete all graduation requirements and 
expectations to walk in the ceremony, it is imperative for seniors to attend school daily, pass all assigned classes, serve 
disciplinary minutes, and pay all fees and fines prior to May 15, 2019.   
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  From the Desk of Dave Hiebner, Activities Director… 
 
Congratulations are in order for a number of our winter activity programs who placed at their respective state competitions. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Best of luck to all of our spring activities! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHS CHEERLEADERS 
The CHS Cheerleaders placed 4th in  
Class B Gameday at the Nebraska  
Coaches Association State Championships. 
Congratulations to this group and all of their 
hard work this season! 
 

CHS DIAMOND DANCERS 
The Diamond Dancers placed Runner Up in 
Class B High Kick at the Nebraska Coaches 
Association State Championships. 
Congratulations to this group and all of their 
hard work this year! 

CHS WRESTLERS 
Congratulations to the Wrestling Team for 
their Class A State Runner Up at the NSAA 
State Wrestling Tournament.  Thank you for 
all of your hard work! 
 

CUSTODIANS & EVENT WORKERS 
A big THANK YOU goes out to all of our 
custodians and event workers for all of their 
efforts this year in making winter events run 
as smooth as possible. It would not be 
possible to have the number of home events 
we have without their help and dedication to 
Columbus High School!  
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Columbus High School presents 
The Boarding House Reach 

 
This year, Columbus High School Theatre will put on a production of Donald Payton’s The Boarding House Reach for the 
winter play. The play tells the story of the Maxwells, especially focusing on Lucas, the youngest of the Maxwell children. At 
age thirteen, Lucas is determined that his father should buy him a bicycle. When his father doesn’t see things his way, Lucas 
takes the matter into his own hands and decides to come up with a way to buy the bicycle himself. After Mrs. Maxwell decides 
to accompany Mr. Maxwell on a business trip for a week, Lucas thinks up a sure-fire plan to make the money for his new 
bicycle: he will rent out the empty rooms in the house, turning it into a boarding house for the week. The quirky visitors arrive 
and things are going swimmingly until Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell unexpectedly return home and a case of mistaken identity put the 
Maxwell’s livelihood in jeopardy. 
 
With sixteen cast members and twenty-five other students involved backstage, The Boarding House Reach is sure to entertain 
the whole family. The eccentric tenants and comedic misfortunes of the Maxwells will keep you laughing and entertained 
throughout the show. 
 
Performances of the show will run Friday, March 8, at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 9, at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the 
Nantkes Auditorium at Columbus Middle School. Tickets are $5 for adults and $4 for students. Students with a C-stamp will get 
to see the show for free. The doors open half an hour before showtime. There will be a fifteen-minute intermission, during which 
baked goods will be sold to fund our future shows. Please come enjoy all the work and talent put into this amazing show by our 
wonderful students. 
 

 

Cast List 
 

Lucas Maxwell ------------------------------------------ Mitchell Norris 
Hercules Nelson ----------------------------------------- Mason Dahlke 
Courtney Maxwell ------------------------------------------ Percy Earle 
Caroline Maxwell------------------------------------ Katelyn Wiegand 
Mrs. Maxwell ---------------------------------------- Reagan Gausman 
Mr. Maxwell ------------------------------------------- Gabe Moseman 
Elizabeth -------------------------------------------------- Oriana Gentile 
Aunt Mary ------------------------------------------------ Aaliyah Grafe 
Limpy McGuire --------------------------------------- Coden Prokopec 
Nora ----------------------------------------------------- Danielle Burton 
Herman “Ninety Volt” Jones --------------------------- Noah Stoeckle 
Roughhouse Ruby ---------------------------------- Melany Donoghue 
Mr. Perkins ------------------------------------------------- Liam Barcel 
Lacy Burns ------------------------------------------------ Lena Costello 
Mrs. Mott -------------------------------------------- Angelina Bustillos 
Detective Connolly ------------------------------ Cole Kampschneider 

Zai Arana 
Hannah Baer 
Kaylyn Beyer 

 Jayden Boesch 
Cass Campbell 
Mason Dahlke 

Reagan Gausman 
Aaliyah Grafe 

Joe Hajek 
Perla Izaguirre 

Ashley Kavanagh  
Kyson Krepel 

 
 

 Noemi Loaiza 
Alex Lotspeich 
Kaitlynn Meyer 
Gabe Moseman  

McKayla Mueller  
Mason Neal  

Danny Ramirez  
Jessica Reiff  

Jenesi Reppert  
Jenna Warner 

Libby Wurdeman 
 

Crew List 
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Art Family Consumer Science Science
09 - Hamlet Ramirez-Horta 09 - Cesar Vazquez, Jr. 09 - Rylee Renner
10 - Trinity Tuls 10 - Rylee Seim 10 - Francisco Gonzalez
11 - Allie Gotschall 11 - Blaize Drummond 11 - Erik Granado-Rojas
12 - Lillian Hizer 12 - Macee Trotta 12 - Jack Higginbotham

Business Health/Fitness Social Studies
09 - Genevieve Suiter 09 - Halle Nolte 09 - Jacey Hughes
10 - Sarah Massman 10 - Lily Rosberg 10 - Regan DeBower
11 - Kaitlyn Brandl 11 - Christian Dyhrkopp 11 - Seth Bloomquist
12 - Aimee Garcia-Cruz 12 - Kevin Gomez 12 - Antonio Soto

English Learners Math Skills & Technical Science
09 - Sandra Zacarias-Zacarias 09 - Yanet Espino-Contreras 09 - Caleb Mulder
10 - Edwin Villafuerte-Sagastume 10 - Drayk Weverka 10 - Austin Pick
11 - Erik Granado-Rojas 11 - Kylie Wisehart 11 - Alexis Martinez
12 - Rony Ramirez-Mazariegos 12 - Jayden Boesch 12 - Treyton Mead

English Music World Language
09 - Bryan Mendez-Galvan 09 - Genevieve Suiter 09 - Dylan Marker
10 - Caleb Kirkpatrick 10 - Gage Schmidt 10 - Alexis Micek
11 - Alexis Martinez 11 - Douglas Davidchik 11 - Makenna Elton
12 - Randy Brandenburg III 12 - Mattie Imus 12 - Erick Eickhoff

CHS Student of the Month
January

Congratulations to these outstanding students on their selection for “Student of the Month”. These students 
are recognized for their efforts in modeling the “Discoverer Way”. Each one has exemplified true character 
and commitment to their school and community.
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2019-2020 Registration 
Students will be meeting with their counselor to review course selections for next year.  Please be sure to spend time with your 
child reviewing their selections.  Your signature is required before forms can be accepted. 
 
All things ACT 
• All Junior students will take the State Exam (ACT) on April 2nd.  Please mark this day to assure school attendance. 
• The next ACT test date is April 13th with a March 8th deadline.  Contact your child’s counselor if you qualify for a fee waiver. 
• Free resources are available for your child to help prepare for success on the ACT.  Ask them if they are utilizing them. 
 
Summer Opportunities 
If your child is looking for summer camp opportunities, please check out the link on our website to see a complete listing: 
 
Promote Perseverance 
Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper editor who said he lacked imagination.  And Dr. Seuss’s first book was rejected 27 times.  
What did Disney and Dr. Seuss have in common?  They persevered – and achieved great success.  Try these ideas to build 
perseverance in your teen: 
1. If she’s struggling with something like understanding chemical formulas, remind her of a time when she struggled, 

persevered and succeeded.  Looking back can motivate her to move forward. 
2. Encourage her to break out of her comfort zone by leading a skit in improve or standing up on a paddleboard.  New 

experiences give her the chance to overcome fears and setbacks. 
3. Help your teen respond positively to and learn from her failures.  Say her story isn’t’ accepted by the newspaper staff.  Rather 

than giving up, she can ask the advisor for feedback.  That will help her improve – and motivate her to try again. 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
April 2nd  April 10th 

Juniors:   State ACT exam  Honors Breakfast: invitations will be mailed home 
 Sophomores: MAPS exams May 1st 

Freshmen: MAPS exams  Senior Honors Night 
 Seniors: Excused Senior Skip Day May 3rd (tentative) 

   Senior Academic Signing Recognition 
  
Juniors:  Schedule your College Visit 
Just like a picture is worth a thousand words, a campus visit is worth a thousand brochures.  The best way to know if you will like 
and fit in is to make a visit.  The time to do this is the spring of your junior year.  Although summer seems better because of 
extended free time, it’s best to see the campus when it is in full-swing.   
 
Here are some campus visit tips: 

• Read up on the campus before your visit. 
• Make a list of questions prior to the visit. 
• Dress in neat, clean casual clothes and shoes. 
• Ask to meet one-on-one with a student and an advisor from the department you are interested in majoring in. 
• Listen and take notes. 
• Be aware of factual information so that you can ask questions of comparison. 
• Be prepared to answer questions about yourself and be prepared to explain your background and your interests. 
• Relax and enjoy yourself. 
• Thank those you meet and send a thank-you note following the visit. 

 
Following each visit, enter your information into a comparison chart so, after you have made all of your campus visits, you can 
use the data to make the best decision for you.  Contact your counselor if you would like college visit materials to help in your 
planning and decision making. 

SCHOOL COUNSELING AND 
CAREER CENTER 


