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STEAM Exploration
Middle School Students Learn Hands-On
Sixth grade students at Depew Middle School 
are getting their hands on science, technology, 
engineering, art and math (STEAM) learning 
opportunities in the STEAM Exploration 
class. Started in 2017, the class aims to 
nurture students’ excitement for STEAM, 
expose them to real-life applications of their 
core subjects like math and science and 
prepare them for the lessons they will need in 
high school and beyond.

“Sixth grade, right as they enter middle 
school, seems to be a great time for students 
to engage in this class’ different style of 
learning. Most of our lessons are hands-
on and allow them the freedom to express 
themselves creatively while also using 
problem solving skills,” middle school 
technology teacher Aaron Nolan said. 

Last year, the class was held every third day 
for ten weeks. During that time, students 
designed and built water bottle rockets, 
collected and plotted data, built Lego robots 
and programmed them to compete in  
different challenges. 

The entire middle and high school technology 
department has become involved in introducing students to these hands-on lessons. 

This year, class-time was increased to every other day for half the year, allowing for added 
units with Hummingbird Robotics kits and designing a school-centered patch for the 
National Center for Earth and Space Science Education’s (NCESSE) Student Spaceflight 
Education Program (SSEP), which, if chosen, will take flight on the 2019 SpaceX Falcon 
Mission 13. Another new and exciting unit focused on alternative energy. 

“The students designed the blades for their own wind turbine and they learned about gear 
ratios and how the angle and number of blades affects the turbine’s ability to produce 
voltage or lift weights,” explained high school technology teacher Christopher Gersitz, who 
taught the alternative energy unit in December. “It has been rewarding to teach these lessons 
at the middle school level, a time when students are very enthusiastic about what they are 
learning and still figuring out their interests.”

Every sixth-grade student will have an opportunity to participate in the STEAM Exploration 
class. Depew Union Free School District was recognized by WNY STEM Hub this fall as 
a “School on the Move” for its district-wide approach to STEAM learning, including the 
STEAM Exploration class.

Look Ahead
March

4 Spring Sports Begin
6 College Information Night 

(Grades 9-11), DHS Café, 7 p.m.
15-16 Beauty and the Beast, DHS Aud., 

7:30 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. & 
7:30 p.m. Saturday

18-21 CHE Kindergarten Registration 
and Screening 

19 Board of Education Meeting, 
DHS Café, 6:30 p.m.

21 STEAM Family Night, DHS, 6-8 
p.m.

22 DMS March Madness Dance, 7 
p.m.

23 DHS Band Spring Craft Show, 
DHS, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

25-29 Follies Week
27-28 CHE Spring School Pictures

April

2-3 NYS ELA Assessments, Grades 
3-8 

12 Mr. Depew, DHS Aud., 8 p.m.
12 End of 3rd Marking Period
13 DHS Band Beatles Concert, DHS 

Aud., 7 p.m.
16 Board of Education Meeting, 

DHS Café, 6:30 p.m.
19-26 Spring Recess - No School 

Mr. Gersitz teaches middle school students a unit on 
alternative energy.

Arianna Adusei and Kierstyn Barba angle the wind 
turbine blades they designed.

See our plans for  
STEAM Family Night  

on March 21

On Page 3
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Superintendent

Phase Two is Ahead of 
Schedule and Below Budget
As the Depew School-Community is well aware, the District 
just completed the First Phase of the 2016 Capital Project with 
the signature piece of that phase being the new Multi-Sports Turf Complex. We are 
now onto implementing Phase two of the project, which will focus on renovating 
and upgrading all three school buildings and the Bus Garage.

The work being planned is as follows:

• High School: Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) upgrades in 
various parts of the building; Foundation Work; Main Entrance, including Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) renovations and a new Auditorium Stage Floor. 

• Middle School: Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) upgrades 
in various parts of the building; Electrical upgrades; Main Entrance and Main 
Office / Security renovations and Foundation Work.

• Cayuga Heights: Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) upgrades in 
various parts of the building, Foundation Work, Renovation of Nurses’ Office, Main 
Office and Counseling Center Offices, Main Entrance/Security Office upgrade. 

• Bus Garage: Exterior Door Upgrade and Restroom Ventilation

Due to the amount of work needing to be completed prior to the fall of 2019 and 
the opening of the new school year, work will begin during the Mid-Winter Recess 
and on February 18. Most of the work after the recess will take place during second 
shift, so as to minimize any disruption to the learning environment.

Following our established bidding and scheduling philosophy, the District recently 
received bids for the work to be conducted during Phase 2. Once again, the bids 
came in under the established budget by more than $1.5 million. If all goes well 
during the construction phase, this surplus will be returned to our Capital Project 
Reserve Fund and become the foundation of a planned 2021 Capital Project. 

Our Capital Project program could not be 
possible without the vision and dedication to 
our student body by our Board of Education. 
This Board of Education supports the work 
of the District Facilities Improvement Team 
and their recommendations for immediate 
and long-term Capital Projects. Our detailed 
planning allows us to maintain and upgrade 
the beautiful facilities that we have over 
the long term. Our goal is to always have 
projects that are tax neutral, with no local tax impact. We leverage our funding 
from state building aid and the District’s Capital Project Reserve Fund. All of this 
information can be found in more detail on our District Website at https://www.
depewschools.org/capital-project-2016. 

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

Wellness Day at DHS
“I loved learning how to get stress-free!” 
This sentiment was expressed by Anthony, a 
sophomore at Depew High School, following 
his experiences at Wellness Day held on October 
26. The concept of Wellness Day grew from the 
new (SEL) initiative and data collected during 
a student needs assessment under the Carol 
M. White Physical Education Program (PEP) 
grant awarded to the Depew Union Free School 
District in 2016.

Students rotated through sessions called “Fitness 
Fuel” (a nutrition lesson, led by a Depew alumna 
and several local college students), “Be the 
Best You” (an interactive demonstration on 
interpersonal communication and self-image) 
and “Stress Free Day” (a meditation/relaxation 
workshop, which included exploring the benefits 
of yoga practice, use of essential oils, and 
concluded with a 15-minute guided meditation 
practice). Session leaders expressed the feeling 
that they were pioneering new concepts at the 
secondary level; yet, students were open to the 
new ideas presented and actively took part in all 
the activities offered. 

During “Be the Best You,” students visited 
Depew Threads, a recently established clothing 
donation center in the high school, where all 
students can “shop” for gently-used attire to look 
and feel their best. Wellness Day also featured an 
exhibition of community wellness resources in 
the gym. These included self-defense and 
personal fitness training, STD prevention, skin 
care, chiropractic and domestic violence 
prevention. There was also a presentation on 
healthy snack choices in the cafeteria that 
offered samples.

The scoreboards at the all-turf sports complex 
were installed over winter break in December.

Mr. Maroshik teaches a session during Wellness Day.
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Assistant Superintendent

Depew K-12 STEAM 
Family Fun Night will be 
OUT OF THIS WORLD!
Depew UFSD is planning our second annual Family STEAM Celebration at Depew 
High School on Thursday, March 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. This exciting, free event 
is open to the community and will once again feature hands-on activities, make-
and-takes, and demonstrations highlighting science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) related skills. Interactive displays will provide opportunities for all 
to experience the exciting work students are exploring at school. In the classroom, 
teaching within the STEAM framework challenges students to solve real-world 
problems in collaborative groups using an inquiry design process.

Throughout the celebration, families will be able to participate in various hands-on 
activities and demonstrations showcasing how “STEAM is Out of This World”. 
Activities will include:

Maker Faire Rochester
Thirty students 
and teachers 
attended 
Maker Faire 
Rochester’s first 
ever Student 
STEAM Fest. 

Students got 
to experience 
a wide array 
of hands-on 
activities in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math (STEAM). 

From making their own ice-cream, to soldering 
flashlights and playing with robots, students had 
an opportunity to learn and have fun. 

• learning about robotics and coding 
activities

• creating a conductive constellation

• making a galaxy tile

• creating and testing trebuchets

• building a space case

• participating in an alien challenge 

• experiencing stop-motion animation 

• spaghetti tower challenge

• tin foil challenge

• hands-on math games 

• and much more!

A highlight of this event will feature Depew High School’s award-winning trebuchet 
team. Each fall students compete in the annual trebuchet contest at the Great 
Pumpkin Farm in Clarence. This year they took first place with a record-breaking 
pumpkin throw. These student leaders will help all attendees create and test their 
own trebuchets. 

There will be book giveaways, and door prize chances to win gift cards and more.

We hope you mark your calendars and SAVE THE DATE to join us for this all ages, 
fun-filled, family activity night!

Sincerely,

Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent 

Musical STEAM 
Presentation
STEAM is a big part 
of education at Depew, 
even in music class! On 
December 1 music teacher 
Heather Lovelace and two 
seniors, Haley Leach and 
Emily Adamczak, provided 
an hour-long STEAM 
and Music Presentation 
at the NYSSMA Winter 
Conference, sponsored
by the NYS Curriculum Committee. A wide 
variety of hands-on activities, including sound 
experiments with ooblek and frequencies, 
sympathetic vibrations and creating instruments 
with recycled materials, were laid out for the 
teachers to explore. Following the sound and 
instrument sandbox experiments, Mrs. Lovelace 
discussed the major elements of a true STEAM 
lesson, the engineering process and how these 
elements can be incorporated into every music 
classroom, including student leadership, project-
based learning, and the teacher acting as a 
facilitator instead of the central focus. All this 
took place in an hour. The new Digital class and 
lab was featured, as well as student projects and 
the start of their web-based portfolios.

Haley Leach 
demonstrates the effect 
of sound on oobleck at 
the NYSSMA conference.

Students from Depew Middle School 
learn to solder to construct a 
flashlight at Maker Faire Rochester 
Student STEAM Fest.
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HOLIDAY SPIRIT WEEK
12 Days of Holiday Fun

The 12 days leading up to winter break were a very exciting time at DHS. Each year, Student Senate hosts the 12 Days of Christmas 
to spread holiday cheer. From a 12 Day stocking countdown until winter break to ornaments hung in the lobby and the beautifully 
decorated front doors, the holiday spirit could not be missed. Each day leading up to winterbreak there were activities, sponsored 

by various classes and clubs, for all to participate in during lunches and after school. From creating human snowmen to decorating 
ornaments, there was something for everyone to enjoy. 

Jersey Phillips, Cullen Johnson, Nicolas Wilson and Amber Allen dress in “ugly 
sweaters” for Holiday Spirit Week.

Edward Heine, Isabella Miles and Kyle Luangpakdy dress up for Ugly Sweater Day.

Aniya Willis and Grace Krasteva wrapped gifts as 
‘Elves in Demand’.

Katelyn Szefler makes Vunnal Blair into a snowman 
with toilet paper, scarf and a hat during the senior 
class’ lunchtime game.

Doors were decorated for Holiday Spirit Week before 
winter break.
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SADD Sticker 
Shock Campaign
After school on December 17, members 
of the Students Against Destructive 
Decisions (SADD) club teamed up with 
the Lancaster Youth Bureau to participate 
in Operation Sticker Shock. Club 
members went to four area Tops Friendly 
Markets to put stickers on alcohol 
products, urging customers not to 
purchase for or provide alcohol to 
minors. The SADD Club thanks John 
Trojanowski for providing the stickers 
and transportation.

SADD Club members placed stickers on alcohol in 
Tops stores to discourage underage drinking.

HIGH SCHOOL CLUB NEWS 

IMPACT Team Volunteers at St. Luke’s
DHS IMPACT Team, 
high school faculty, 
and their family 
members volunteered 
at St. Luke’s Mission 
to pack Thanksgiving 
bags on November 
17. These bags 
provided complete 
Thanksgiving 
Day meals to 
approximately 2,700 
families in Western  
New York. 

Future Teachers Club Takes Field Trips 
to Canisius and Buffalo State
On November 27, members of the new DHS 
Future Teachers Club met with education 
majors at both Canisius College and Buffalo 
State College. 

The students began the day by watching 
a freshman-level education class run by 
Canisius professor Dr. Lorrei DiCamillo. 
The college students had researched about 
de facto segregation in public schools and 
were discussing their findings, as well as 
possible solutions to this problem. The 
observation provided the students with 
insight into the types of topics education 
majors study, as well as the classroom 
expectations for students taking these 
classes. 

Next, students met with a sophomore education major who took them around campus, 
giving them a basic understanding of the layout of campus, explaining exciting 
opportunities offered through Campus Ministry, Service Learning and Study Abroad 
programs, and introducing students to respected faculty members. 

The Buffalo State College tour was equally as informative. Future Teachers Club members 
met with two senior college students, who showed them the current buildings and upcoming 
sites around campus. 

They then enjoyed a lunch in the Student Union, getting a chance to talk with majors in Dr. 
Jill Gradwell’s education courses. Students were very interested in speaking with current 
college students and learned a great deal about what Buffalo State has to offer its students. 

Overall, the trip was a success and students in the club were excited to run into several 
Depew alumni along the way!

Pictured in front of the Canisius Golden Griffin are 
(Front row, left to right) Hager Mukbel, Amnah 
Mohsin, Theresa Kaus, Marcianna Cardona, (Back 
row) Mackenzie Lageman, Alexandria Fazio, William 
Kapinos, Amber Allen, Mrs. Foels, Mrs. Hoch, Grace 
Gallagher.

Pictured are Sam Maroshick, Katie Gasiewicz, Isabelle Beach, Cassie Puglisi, Amber 
Allen, Tyler Cloen, Trent and Riley Kubiak. Staff: Mrs. Gregoire, Mr. Maroshick, Mrs. 
Tylenda, Mrs. Snuszka, Ms. Kutas, Mrs. McEwen.

Spanish/French 
News: Holiday Food
Depew High  
School 
students 
learned about 
some of the 
delicious 
holiday 
traditions in 
other 
countries. 
Seventh and 
eighth 
graders wrote 
a letter to 
Papa Navidad 
and had a quesadilla party and the DHS 
French and Spanish Club enjoyed 
student-made yule log cakes (buches de 
Noel).

French 3 student and Club 
Treasurer Chris Burgio holds 
his Buche de Noel.
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Academy of Finance News
The Depew Academy of Finance wrapped up 
2018 with a great list of accomplishments. 
AOF Entrepreneurship students hosted their 
first trade show of the year in November, 
which featured 11 different business ideas. 
Students developed a detailed business 
plan, elevator speech, display board, 
handed out samples, created a marketing 
plan, calculated startup costs and created a 
mission statement and company goals.

Then students headed out on the annual 
field trip to Chicago, where they visited the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. While there, students learned about the history, structure 
and function of the Federal Reserve. They also saw a $10,000 bill, a $3 bill, and were able to 
have their picture taken with a million dollars! They also visited Cloud Gate, The Bean, Navy 
Pier, Hard Rock Cafe Chicago, the Magnificent Mile, the 360 Tilt, the John-Hancock Center and 
saw a show at CSz Theater Chicago.

To wrap up November, Academy of Finance students participated in the WNY Stock Market 
Challenge. Teams started the challenge with $1,000,000 and throughout the hour, competed 
to see who could bring in the biggest return on their investments. Of 141 teams, comprising 
570 students, one Depew team, Cra$hers took third place in Junior Achievement. 

In December, AOF students got in the holiday spirit, volunteering at the Tops and WGRZ - 
Channel 2, Buffalo Food 2 Families food drive. 

The Academy of Finance is looking forward to a wonderful 2019!

HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMY NEWS 
Bruso Donation 
to PLTW
Project Lead The Way Students presented 
at a jobs showcase this fall. In November, 
the showcase organizers, County 
Legislator John Bruso, the Cheektowaga 
Chamber of Commerce and The 
Lancaster Area Chamber of Commerce, 
donated $750 to the PLTW academy 
students. Project Lead The Way focuses 
on computer sciences, engineering, and 
bio-medical sciences. 

Project Lead the Way received donation from 
Legislator Bruso.

Academy of Finance students took a trip to Chicago in 
November.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Field Trip to Erie County Court
On December 11, the Criminal Justice and AP Government 
classes took a tour of the Erie County Court Building 
located at 50 Delaware Ave., Buffalo. While there, students 
observed the criminal justice process in action. They 
started out with a tour of the court lock-up area and were 
able to see where defendants are housed prior to their trial. 
Next, students sat in on the day’s arraignment court and 
watched about 15 people get arraigned before the Honorable 
Shannon Heneghan. Students were then given the 
opportunity to direct questions to the judge and other court 
staff. At the end of the day, our group was treated to a tour 
of the Depew Police Station by School Resource Officer, 
Detective Scott Hossfeld. Students were able to see (and get 
locked up in) the holding cells, police and fire dispatch, the 
detective bureau, and the gun range.

National Merit 
Scholarship 
Commendation
Samantha Maroshick, 
Depew High School 
senior and daughter 
of David and 
Suzanne Maroshick, 
received a National 
Merit Scholarship 
commendation this 
fall. The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation awards commendations to 
honor the academic talents of students 
across the United States. 

Steven Paolini and Thomas Sieracki 
are pictured on a criminal justice and 
AP government field trip.

Samantha 
Maroshick
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Two Assemblies Inspire Students and 
Encourage Them to Drive Safely
DHS students were treated to two great assemblies 
recently. The first was part of County Legislator John 
Bruso’s “Find Your Niche” Series, which brought special 
guest, actor William Fichtner to DHS to speak about 
focus and determination.

The second assembly encouraged students to “Hang Up 
and Drive,” an important lesson from national advocates 
against distracted driving, Jacy Good and Steve Johnson.
The “Finding Your Niche” assembly brought William Fichtner to DHS.

Zoe Kaminski 
Speaks to Erie 
County Legislature 
Committee
During the November 8 meeting of 
the Erie County Legislature’s Health 
& Human Services Committee, Chair 
John Bruso was happy to hear from Zoe 
Kaminski, a senior from Depew Union 
Free School District. She testified on 
the impact cigarette marketing has on 
our youth. Representatives of Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center and 
Tobacco-Free Western New York and 
Stephen Giroux, owner of Transit Hill 
Pharmacy also testified, echoing many of 
Zoe’s sentiments.

Zoe is a senior who is involved in several 
service-oriented clubs in the district. She 
is the daughter of James and Jessica 
Kaminski. 

Depew Senior Zoe Kaminski was invited to the Erie 
County Legislature’s Health & Human Services 
meeting to speak on cigarettes and youth.

DHS Students Create Path of 
Thankfulness 
Sources of Strength joined forces with Challenge for Change to create a Path of 
Thankfulness outside the Fitness center at Depew High School. 

Sources of strength is a new initiative at DHS with the purpose of helping our student body 
find their positive supports and personal strengths in their lives to help get them through 
difficult times. Challenge for Change is an existing club at DHS focused on improving the 
environment at DHS for the better. 

Students filled out thankfulness cutouts during lunch periods that were added to the “Path”. 
Cutout colors highlight the strengths and support they are thankful for in their lives. 

Special thanks to Lori Bogdan for her “Path” vision and all the students who helped in the 
cafeteria and putting up our path. 

Paper cutouts with students’ supports they are thankful for are placed on the wall to form a path.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
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DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
NJHS Holiday 
Babysitting Night 

National Junior Honor Society members held their 
annual Holiday Babysitting Night on December 7. 
The event featured holiday crafts, a movie and gifts 
while parents were able to prepare and relax for the 
holiday season. 

Spelling Bee
DMS held the annual Spelling Bee on 
January 10. Our Champion was sixth 
grader, Dylan Thomas, and second place 
was seventh grader Lamya Pugh. Dylan 
correctly spelled “barracks” and was 
declared the champion. Thirty finalists 
from grades 6-8 participated in the event. 
Congratulations to this year’s winners 
and all the students who participated!

Dylan Thomas and Lamya Pugh took first and 
second place in the annual Spelling Bee.

D.E.A.L. Days
On November 20, DMS held the first of seven “D.E.A.L. Days”. D.E.A.L. stands for Drop 
Everything And Lead. All 389 middle school students took part in the program during the 
first two periods of the day. 

Students had a choice of 31 teacher-led groups. From their top three choices, students were 
placed in a group with a mix of 12 to 13 other students from across all three grade levels. 

Fifteen student members of LEAD led a lesson on Habit 1 from the Leader In Me Program. 
Groups were doubled up for the lesson. Afterward, the students met with their teacher leader 
and began a brainstorming session to develop their goal and create a list of supplies they 
would need to accomplish that goal. 

The groups will meet once a month with their teacher leader until May to fulfill their goal. 
Groups included Kindness Karma, Wildcat Runners, Time Capsule, Operation Beautiful, 
Nature Study, Senior Citizen Appreciation, Helping Our Heroes, and several groups 
revolving around school beautification. 

The program was instituted by Leader In Me T.O.S.A., Sal Carlino, who developed the 
idea in the hopes of building on the positive school culture that has been growing since 
the Leader In Me program began several years ago. Students and teachers came up with 
wonderful ideas that will be showcased at the budget vote in May. Initial reactions were 
very positive, and many students said they were excited for upcoming D.E.A.L. Days.

MS Student Council Holiday Food Drive 
The Student Council Holiday Food Drive culminated December 14 with Depew Eagles 
Club members picking up boxes of nonperishable food items that benefited 10 middle 
school families in need this holiday season.

The annual event began before Thanksgiving, and students and staff were extremely 
generous in their donations. All three grade levels competed for the chance to have a special 
visitor on the last day before winter break, with seventh grade taking the prize. A familiar 
figure – Good Ol’ St. Nick – visited during lunch.

To show their appreciation, the Depew Eagles Club donated $250 to the Student Council. 
Thank you to all who donated!

Student Council President Joey Manna accepts a check from Depew Eagles Club members. Also pictured are 
Student Council members VP Matt Jasinki, Secretary Cheyenne Roetzer-Leach, Krystal Wainwright, Noah 
Wisniewski, Eagles Club members and Student Council Advisor Sal Carlino and Co-Advisor Dawn Thurnherr. (Not 
pictured Student Council Treasurer Mya Bush)
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Revving up for Reading
The Kindergarteners in Mrs. Valint and Mrs. McCormick’s class have 
been revving up their Reading! Mrs. Kudla passed out their “Keys to 
Reading” that the children used to start up their Reading Racecars. 
During Reading Workshop, the children have the opportunity of sitting 
in their reading Racecars to practice all the new reading strategies 
they’ve learned during workshop.

A student in Mrs. Valint’s class is driven to read in the cardboard box Reading Racecars.

NFL Play 60 
Challenge 
Mrs. Schebells fourth grade class was 
committed to staying physically active 
throughout the month of October 
during the NFL Play 60 Challenge. 
Their classroom total of 52,852 activity 
minutes in just 28 days put them atop 
the Cayuga Heights leaderboard in the 
school-wide health initiative. Their hard 
work paid off as they were awarded a 
visit from Buffalo Bills wide receiver 
Deonte Thompson!

On December 18, Deonte, along with 
representatives from the Buffalo Bills, 
Independent Health and the American 
Heart Association visited Mr. Oldin’s 
physical education class. Twenty-six 
students from Mrs. Schebell/Mrs. 
Schaff’s classes participated in a fun and 
energizing football lesson. Deonte took 
part in the throwing/catching and football 
relay activities, right along with the 
Cayuga students. The students were able 
to show off their football and teamwork 
skills to the Bills receiver and to the rest 
of the Play 60 staff.

The fun didn’t stop after P.E. class 

Fifth-Graders Shine as Junior Docents
For the fourth year in 
a row, Cayuga Heights 
Elementary fifth-graders 
became subject matter 
experts on the topic of 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
and the Darwin Martin 
House as participants 
in the junior docent 
program offered by the 
Martin House complex.

The program, 
coordinated by Traci 
Kanick, a teacher on 
special assignment for 
the district, began in 
November with docents 
from the Darwin Martin 
House teaching students 
about art, architecture, 
and the work of Frank 
Lloyd Wright. Students were then given a tour of the Martin House to learn more about the 
Martin family, the history of the complex, and the work of Frank Lloyd Wright.

Over the next month, students conducted further research on the Martin family and the 
individual rooms in the Martin House complex. Students worked closely with Mrs. Kanick 
to prepare and revise their scripts based on their research and discussions with the docents. 
Students then rehearsed with their peers in order to prepare the best possible presentations.

On January 13, the group of fifth graders conducted the tours of the Darwin Martin House 
to share their knowledge and expertise with their parents and guests. Using their own 
research for the facts-based scripts, students highlighted historical facts about the house, the 
Darwin Martin family who lived there, and the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright.

“The students did an outstanding job as junior docents,” said Mrs. Kanick. “From the 
beginning of the process, they were eager to learn about the Martin family and the 
architectural style of Frank Lloyd Wright. They asked insightful questions during their tour 
and were very engaged throughout the research process. It was truly a pleasure to work with 
all of them.”

Pictured from left to right, Benjamin Cordon, Andrew Peszko, Maggie Bush, 
Aliyah Natal, Ashley Krysztof, Alisa Overton, Elizabeth Faleski-Falcone, Mya 
Ferris, Brianna Brooks, Mason McGloin, Ethan Anderson, James Cardona, and 
Tyler Molnar.

Students high five Buffalo Bills 
wide receiver Deonte Thompson 
during his visit for participation 
in the Play 60 program.

as Deonte 
visited Mrs. 
Schebell’s 
classroom for 
autographs 
and a 
discussion 
regarding the 
importance 
of staying 
physically 
active and 
making 
healthy food 
choices. 
Each student 
received a Bills t-shirt and a gift bag 
full of Play 60 items. This was such an 
exciting opportunity for the students and 
the perfect reward for their commitment 
to living a healthy lifestyle. 
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Food and Clothing Drive Shows  
Cayuga Cares
Cayuga Heights Elementary 
completed their 5th annual 
“Cayuga Cares” clothing 
and food drive to benefit the 
Tri Community Food Pantry 
in Depew. Students from 
kindergarten through fifth 
grade donated hats, gloves, 
scarves, jackets, toiletries 
and canned goods throughout 
the month of December. 
The student lighthouse 
team coordinated the drive, 
made announcements, kept 
inventory and announced 
random prize drawings 
for students who submitted donations. The annual “Cayuga Cares” drive is part of the 
leadership program at Cayuga Heights and collects close to 2,000 items every year. 

Mike Kopera of the Tri Community Food Pantry stated, “Please thank all of the children at 
Cayuga Heights! This is a tremendous help to our community.” 

Patrick Uhteg, the leadership coordinator at Cayuga Heights, said, “Cayuga kids are the 
best. They care a great deal about other people. I am so proud to be working with such 
good-hearted children. Go Cayuga Heights!”

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Solo Festival Students receive A+ Ratings
On Saturday, January 12, five members of the CHE fifth grade band, under the direction 
of Mr. Wimmer, took part in the Erie County Music Educators Association Solo Festival 
held right here in the Depew UFSD. Each band member performed a solo, three scales, 
and sight-read for a judge who critiqued their playing. Amazingly, all five students earned 
“A+” ratings! Congratulations Jordan Seelig, Matthew Brindle, Benjamin Cordon, Charlotte 
Brindle, and LeeAnne Edwards!

Jordan Seelig

Student Lighthouse team members pictured are Payton Purcell, Bailey 
Adamczyk, Matthew Weiglein, Chayce Kolbert, Mason McGloin, Jordan 
Seelig, Olivia Toolen, and Ali Mohammed.

Benjamin Cordon LeeAnn Edwards

Readerman 
Shows Off the 
Superpower of 
Reading
With a Depew blue cape, mask and an 
“R” on his uniform, Readerman swooped 
into Mrs. Valint’s kindergarten class to 
show students the power of reading. 
Students also dressed in masks and 
capes, like some superheroes on the cold 
January day. Readerman, also known as 
Superintendent Dr. Jeffrey Rabey, 
showed them just how powerful they 
could be when harnessing their reading 
skills. 

Readerman, AKA Superintendent Dr. Rabey, 
showed students the superpower of reading.

Readerman walks with Mrs. Valint’s and Mrs. 
McCormick’s class to show off their super reading 
powers.
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Cayuga Heights 
Reading Students 
Open ‘Cayuga 
Bookstore’ 
Cayuga Heights students in Ms. Marnie 
Belle Isle’s class wrote and illustrated 
their own books on the subject of their 
choice. In January, they were putting the 
finishing touches on their work, sounding 
out words like rollercoaster and filling in 
their drawings.

Books about dragons, family, vacation 
trips and holidays were gathered and 
proudly held up as they filed down the 
hall to the “Cayuga Bookstore.” The blue 
awning emblazoned with the name, 
welcomes other students to take the 
books from the folders on the wall, 
gently read them in the library and return 
them for others to look through. 

Ms. Marnie Belle Isle’s class presents the books 
they wrote and illustrated at the Cayuga Bookstore.

Cayuga Heights Coding Club
Cayuga Heights is starting 
a Coding Club; a free, after-
school activity, open to students 
in grades 3, 4, and 5. This 
club allows students to have 
extra practice and exposure 
to coding that time does not 
allow in Technology Literacy 
class. The first 25 students who 
register and submit their parent 
permission slip will be selected to 
participate.

The students will meet to 
complete as many levels on the 
assigned coding activity that week. As students progress through the different challenges, 
students earn points for each level completed. 

Coding helps students develop their problem solving, critical thinking, logical and 
computational thinking and communication skills, as well as patience, teamwork and 
friendly competition.

• Group 1: Grade 3 meets from 3:00-3:55 pm on February 4, 11 and 25 and March 4 and 11 

• Group 2: Grade 4 (and Top 5 students from Grade 3) meets from 3:00-3:55 pm on March 
18 and 25 and April 1, 8 and 15 

• Group 3: Grade 5 (and Top 5 students from Grades 3-4) meets from 3:00-3:55 pm on 
April 29 and May 6, 13 and 20 and June 3

Students are required to make the commitment to attend all sessions in their group, and have 
their own transportation provided since there is limited availability.

Upon completing this registration form, if your child is selected to participate, they will 
receive a written permission slip with the information you provided that must be signed and 
returned to secure their place in the program.

Please feel free to contact Ms. Jessica Leary, Technology Literacy teacher, with any questions. 

Email: jleary@depewschools.org or call 716-686-5005 x2117.

Emily practices coding. The Coding Club will hold sessions now 
through May.

STEAM Day
For the first time, STEAM Day was held for Pre-K through 5th graders at Cayuga Heights 
Elementary on November 16. Around 850 students participated in 160 minutes of STEAM 
instruction, while having fun at the same time.

The staff and administration at Cayuga spent nearly six months planning out everything 
from the time students arrived until the time they left for the day. Each teacher planned 
an activity relating to an area of STEAM and students rotated between classrooms to 
experience them all. Even specials, like library, were involved in the fun and learning 
taking place. Third-grade teachers took a unique approach with a Sports and STEAM theme 
students loved. The Leader in Me tenant of “There Is Only One You” was also incorporated 
into a school-wide art activity where each student decorated their own fish, all of which 
were then hung in the hallway at the end of the day. 

Two Students in Mrs. Schaaf’s class enjoy a 
sports-themed STEAM activity.
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High School Musical: Beauty and the Beast By Liz Maroshick

It’s almost time for the annual DHS musical, which this year will 
be the Disney classic, Beauty and the Beast! The cast and crew of 
over 100 students, staff and volunteers are so excited for the show, 
and can’t wait for you to see it! Starting March 4, the box office 
will be open weekdays from 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Call Center 
open M-F noon to 8 p.m. at 1-866-967-8167), tickets can also be 

purchased online at www.showtix4u.com/
events/16086 or by scanning the QR code 
found here and on the posters hung around the 
school and community. We hope you’ll “Be 
Our Guest” and join us for Beauty and the 
Beast, March 15 and 16.


