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MARSHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
MARSHFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

SETH VENTRESS BUILDING 
MARCH 23, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 
 

In response to Governor Baker's declaration of a public health emergency and the related 

Emergency Executive Order dated March 12, 2020 as well as the Marshfield Board of 

Selectmen’s Declaration of Emergency on March 17, 2020, the School Committee shall be 

meeting remotely until further notice.  The audio conferencing application Zoom will be used for 

this purpose.  An online link and telephone access number will be provided on all meeting 

agendas and also on the Board’s website.  This application will permit the public to access and 

participate in future Board meetings and hearings.  Instructions for joining meetings in this 

manner will be provided on the School Committee and Town Clerk’s websites.  In addition, 

Marshfield Community TV may provide coverage of these meetings.  We extend our thanks for 

your understanding and participation in this manner, which is intended to keep members of the 

Board and the public safe.  

 
Mr. Costello called meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 
Ms. Boyd    Yes 
Mrs. Campbell (via Zoom) Yes 
Mr. Greer (via Zoom)  Yes 
Mr. Costello   Yes 
Mrs. Brait    Yes 
 

Also present were Supt. Mr. Jeffrey Granatino, Asst. Supt. Dr. Ellen Martin (via Zoom), 
and Asst. Supt. Business & Finance Mr. Thomas Miller. 
 
Mr. Costello noted under the Open Meeting Law, he was informing the public of this 
meeting being videotaped by Marshfield Community Television.  If anyone in the 
audience is taping the meeting, either audio or video, please inform us of such at this 
time.   
 

MOTION:  Mr. Greer moved to adjourn to Executive Session, to return to 
open session, to discuss contract revisions.  Ms. Boyd second. VOTE:  5-0-0. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Ms. Boyd    Yes 
Mrs. Campbell   Yes 
Mr. Greer    Yes 
Mr. Costello   Yes 
Mrs. Brait    Yes 
 
Meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 6:06 p.m. 
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Meeting returned to Open Session at 6:20.  
 
Mr. Costello announced that the SC had reached a tentative agreement with 
the MEA to bring secondary students back to 5 day in-person learning on 
April 5th with a unanimous vote.  Mr. Costello thanked Supt. Granatino, Ms. 
Boyd, Mr. Greer, and Ms. Marples for their collaboration.  Adding that the 
agreement reached takes into account all of the stakeholders’ perspectives.  
 
Supt. Granatino added that the building principals will communicate specific 
details for each building.  Plans are also underway for elementary students to 
return for 5 days with an early release on Wednesdays.  A meeting is planned 
for 3/25 with the MEA to discuss necessary changes to the MOU for 
elementary changes.  
 

SPOTLIGHT ON EXCELLENCE:  Mrs. Karen Hubbard, Ms. Dawn Backlund, Mr. 
Sean Jackson, Mr. Mark Talacci – GWS Fit Trail (MEF Funded) 
Principal Hubbard expressed gratitude for the support of the MEF for the new Fit Trail at 
GWS spearheaded by amazing teachers: Dawn Backlund, Sean Jackson, and Mark 
Talacci.  The trail is a resource for the entire community.  Ms. Backlund highlighted the 
SEL aspects of the Fit Trail and its ability to enhance existing curriculum for all grades.  
The Fit Trail includes 5 circuits with 4 fitness stations at each circuit.  Mr. Jackson 
continued with a description of the circuits and the signage describing each activity over 
the 0.8 mile trail.  Ms. Backlund showcased the 2 historic markers on the trail as well as 
the outdoor classroom which offers a natural setting for students with a table and 
benches.  Mr. Talacci thanked all those all those who contributed to the project and 
highlighted South Shore Sign.  The kiosk provides descriptions of the Fit Trail along with 
QR codes linking to additional information. 
 
Mr. Miller reminded all to register for the MEF virtual 5K through April 4th with 467 
already registered.    
 
Mrs. Brait expressed appreciation that history was incorporated into the Fit Trail.  Ms. 
Boyd is grateful that the innovative project brought the classroom and the community 
together.  Mr. Greer thanked all involved. 
 

INFORMATIONAL 
Supt. Granatino’s had no additional updates.  
 
Asst. Supt. Martin had no additional updates.  
 
Asst. Supt. Miller update the Committee on work beginning at FBMS to install air 
conditioning in the 6th grade wing.  Wiring is underway to allow future expansion to 
the first floor of the building. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
None 
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION 
None 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Sally Marples, MEA president, thanked the cooperative leadership in the district who 
worked to vaccinate MPSD staff but emphasized that it is not in the best interest of 
staff or students to return before the vaccine takes full effect following the 2nd dose.  
She expressed appreciation to the SC for hearing the challenges of full in-person 
instruction on 3/29 and looks forward to making more progress next year in a 
cooperative/collaborative manner. 
 
Ben Raymond, MHS teacher/Atwell Circle, thanked the SC for taking time to 
reconsider the return date.  
 
Joe Hayes, MHS Student, questioned why decisions are made by those who no 
longer attend school.  He expressed concerns with not having lunch at school and 
felt that students’ survey responses were not taken into consideration.  
 
Lauren Dargan, Tilden Road, questions how students will keep up with coursework if 
in quarantine and teachers no longer providing Zoom instruction.  In her work, she 
has found this arrangement to cause a strain on students in other districts.  
 
Paula Minchello, Teacher/Little’s Lane, thanked the SC for listening to all parties’ 
concerns and moving the date to 4/5. 
 
MINUTES 

MOTION:  Mr. Greer moved to approve the minutes of March 9, 2021.  Ms. 
Boyd second.  VOTE:  5-0-0. 
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
Update on DESE Call for In-Person Instruction 
Supt. Granatino updated the Committee on the requirement from DESE for 
elementary students to return to 5 day in-person instruction by 4/5.  Plans are 
underway for elementary students to have an early release day on 
Wednesdays.  Some start times may change. Supt. Granatino commended 
the elementary schools for their move to in-person instruction.   
 
Mrs. Campbell cautioned parents from believing all information they read on 
social media and emphasized that all stakeholders are heard and their 
considerations taken to heart.  
 
Ms. Boyd commended students, teachers, and parents for managing the year 
with flexibility, resilience, and hard work and expressed hope that with 
extensive planning the return to full in-person learning will be smooth.  
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Mr. Costello thanked Ms. Boyd and Mr. Greer for their negations with the 
MEA. 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
NEASC Accreditation 
Principal Keuther updated the Committee on the upcoming virtual 
collaborative conference on 4/26 and 4/27.  Administration has completed 
self-reflections in 5 core are areas.  Areas for growth identified include: 

1. Curriculum rewrite (3 areas of study completed, 6 underway) 
2. Assessment of 6 skills of MHS graduates 
3. SEL – cultural proficiency 

 
Early Childhood Tuition 
Asst. Supt. Miller asked the Committee to consider an increase of $250 in 
preschool tuition.  The increase would offset the salary of an additional 
teacher.  In the preschool program, half of the students are Special Education 
students and attend at no cost.  The increase would be for the “Peer” 
students.   
 
MOTION:  Mrs. Campbell moved to approve an increase in the annual 
preschool tuition from $2,250 to $2,500.  Ms. Boyd second.  Vote 5-0-0 
 

IV. FUTURE MEETINGS 
A School Committee meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2021.  
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION:  Mrs. Campbell moved to adjourn meeting at 7:32.  Ms. Brait 
second.  
ROLL CALL 
Ms. Boyd    Yes 
Mrs. Campbell   Yes 
Mr. Greer    Yes 
Mr. Costello   Yes 
Mrs. Brait    Yes 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan M. Pozerski 
School Committee Secretary 


