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Join us for our next in-person training:

Understanding Special
Education Basics

11/9/2021 - Moore Haven 5:00-6:00pm = 11/15/2021- Arcadia 8:30-9:30pm
11/11/2021 - LaBelle 2:30-3:30pm = 11/15/2021 - Lake Placid 1:30-2:30pm
11/11/2021 - West Glades 5:00-6:00pm

4 Register at:
https://bit.ly/Understanding-ESE
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FDLRS is funded by the Florida Department of Education, Division of Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Student Education, through federal
assistance under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Part B and State General Revenue funds.
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 AéronymSoup

ABA- Applied Behavioral Analysis LEA- Local Education Agency
AT- Assistive Technology LRE- Least Restrictive Environment
AYP- Adequate Yearly Progress MTSS- Multi-Tiered System of Support
- DD- Developmental Delay OT- Occupational Therapy -
ESE- Exceptional Student Education PLEP- Present Level of Educational Performance
ESY- Extended School Year PLP- Present Level of Performance
FAPE- Free Appropriate Public Education PT- Physical Therapy
IDEA- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act SAS- Supplementary Aids and Services
IEP- Individualized Education Program SLP- Speech/Language Pathologist
IFSP- Individualized Family Support Plan VR-Vocational Rehabilitation

What Is Exceptional Student Education What Happens if the Child Is Eligible?
for Chlldren WIth DlsabllltleS? 3;:3?&:2;22:0:.;;(51;&% the next step is to hold a meeting to write an
ind | educational plan (IEP). The child's parents are invited to this meeting because

they are part of the IEP team. The IEP team decides which special services and supports

¥ Elofida; childray Weh leahitios whis falty dasignad & fonsnd retalsd sy me the child needs in order to make progress and achieve his or her annual goals.

called exceptional students. The special help they are given at school is called exceptional student
nupc;:o;\éifi&medeSE|s!ohelpoad|dlldmthadlsabilyplogessmsd\oo(a\d The IEP team also where the child will re o . Most chi with

disabilities spendhema)ority of Ihetrschool day |ngeneraleducauon classrooms. Some
ESE services include specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of the child. ESE hildren leave the g | for part of the day to receive services in an
services may also include technology devices, therapy, special tation, or other ESE classroom. Alewehudrenspendalldaymaspeaa!dassroomotmaspeaalsdnool
There is no charge for ESE services.

A team of people makes decisions about the child’s needs and ESE services. The child’s parents

Consent for Services to Begin

are part of this team. This process is based on the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities A child cannot receive ESE services for the first time until the |EP is written and a parent
Education Act (IDEA). The main steps in the ESE i aking p are below. has given written consent.

Referral for Individual Evaluation Review and Revision of the IEP

A referral is a request for a formal review of all the information available about the child’s leaming The IEP team decides how a child’s progress will be measured and reported. At least once
needs, , and i A team of people, including the parent(s), reviews the every 12 months, the IEP team meets to talk about the child’s progress and to develop a
information. Thetnm uses a problem-solving process during the review in order to find out what new |EP. However, because a child’s needs may change at any time, the IEP may also be
type of instruction works best for the child. The team will decide whether additional evaluation is revised at other times. The IEP team generally makes changes to the IEP at an |[EP team
needed to determine if the child is efigible for ESE services. meeting. Hi the p t(s) and the school district may agree that the IEP

canbechangedwnhomameeﬁng Whenever changes are made to the |IEP, the changes

Individual Evaluation agreed to are documented in writing. Parents may request a copy of the revised IEP.

An i all the procedures used to gather information about the child. These
procedures may include interventions, interviews, observations, and, sometimes, lndmdual tests
that are given by a specialist, such as a school p: gist. The team, includs

makes deci about which i will be used. The parenus) must sign
a consent form beforomoevuuanonpmcessmbogn

Eligibility Determination

After the evaluation, the school holds a meeting called an eligibility staffing. The parent(s) and the
rest of the team discuss the information collected about the child. Then the team determines
whether the child is eligible for ESE services. To receive ESE services, the child must meet the
criteria listed in Florida’s State Board of Education Rules.

Parents Are Part This publication is produced through the Bureau of
of the Team! Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS),
< Division of K-12 Public Schools, Florida Department of

Teachers and other school staff can answer parents’ questions about ESE and explain how parents Education and is avallable onine at F
can participate in their child's education. School staff can also provide information about parents’ hitp /iwww.fidoe.org/ese/pub-home.asp. For information g
rights and responsibilities in the ESE process. Parents who want more information may contact the O valahie rescirces, contect ihe BEERS eectios y FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

school principal or the ESE administrator in the local school district office. e Inkorsaion Centar: (BRIC) El \[ 10O

The rights of parents in the ESE process are called their “procedural safeguards.” Parents receive a BRIC website: hitp //www fidoe orglese/clerhome asp
copy of their procedural safeguards when they are asked to give their consent for their child to be :::“W'w’-”ﬂ Florida Department of Educat
individually evaluated. BRIC@Adoe org

ly T 850-245-0475 Pam Sw::\‘(‘:::mumv

Fax: 650—245-0%7

FDLRS Parent Services: Rebecca Cox (863) 531-0444 ext 232

rebecca.cox@heartlanded.org
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