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Introduction
It is tempting to believe that the problems of the world will always continue and that there is absolutely
nothing we can do here at school. The reality is, in fact, very different. Change often happens slowly and
everybody's efforts can really add up - everyone can do something!  Check out the United Nations Lazy
Person’s Guide to Saving The World to explore how small changes in our behavior can add up to a global
impact!.

The concept of sustainability is key to understanding and addressing all of the major problems in the
world today. To be sustainable a process must be able to continue for the long term without causing
exhaustion of resources or other negative effects.  In societies around the world as well as in the United
Nations there work being done to address  the concept of sustainable development. The Brundtland
Report of 1987 defines Sustainable development as “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The United Nations has
produced 17 Sustainable Development Goals to achieve by 2030.

These goals have the potential to transform our world and improve life for billions of people, but they won't
just happen. Everyone will need to play a role, even if just a small one. Remember that every individual
can make a difference. As Margaret Mead said,  “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”

Process
Step 1.
You will need to do some research about a global issue of interest to you. You are looking to define the
issue and understand it at a higher level than the average person. You need to identify and learn about
real groups of people who are impacted by the global issue and add them to our map. You need to
understand what is already being done to address the issue and who is already working on it.  Finally, note
any success and failures addressing the issue in the past.

Step 2.
Formulate a plan to work on the issue in some way. Remember it doesn’t have to be huge, but you have
more power than you might think. Depending on the issue you choose, there are several directions to go
in. The following table contains some examples to get you thinking, your project doesn’t have to look like
any of these and may contain more than one of the elements listed here. See the Planning Template at
the end of this document.

Action Description Examples

Raising Public
Awareness

Creative work such as photography,
video documentary, informational writing

The photography of Lewis Hine helped end
child labor in the U.S.

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/


publication, editorial, event, action, or
performance, etc.

The Bloom documentary brought attention
to stormwater runoff and phosphorus in
Lake Champlain
Water Stories profiles people struggling
with

JAMES LEITNER’S 3200 MILE WALK FOR
CLEAN WATER ACROSS AMERICA

The BHS international club created a logo
to make immigrants feel safe and welcome

Education Creating resources to help others learn
about the problem.

Games for change
Free Rice
Informational website or blog
Check out Zach’s Shark Finning Blog or
Chloe’s Air Pollution Map

Supporting the
work of others

Often (but not always) this involves
raising money to support charities. Before
you raise money or contribute to any
charity you should understand where the
money will actually go.

Mr. Mildrum's service learning class often
works to support Direct Aid International.
This is a locally based charity that builds
schools in Afghanistan

The Coolest Lunch event at GEMS raised
money for COTS for a few years.

Invention and
Innovation

creation

Creating something new that will directly
address the problem.

The E-Nable foundation designs and prints
prosthetics for children around the world.
The Solar Oven Project - Wood used for
cooking is a major cause of deforestation
and erosion.
Finding new processes to decrease waste
or reuse materials, etc.

Advocacy
targeted at
Leaders

Attempting to get those in power to take
favorable action on your cause.

Petitions
Letter writing
Social Media Campaign
The Innovation Lab twitter account is
@gemsinnolab check out How Twitter
fueled a revolution.

Other Yes, There is so much more that can be
done.

And those examples will be added in the
future

Step 3.
Carry out your plan!  Remember you are somewhat limited by time and resources, but this is what you will
be working on in class for the next several weeks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oz3KNo-2lQ4
https://www.thewaterhub.org/waterstories
https://www.worldwatersolar.com/james-leitner-walk-for-clean-water/
https://www.worldwatersolar.com/james-leitner-walk-for-clean-water/
http://bhsregister.com/international-club-creates-peace-symbol/
http://bhsregister.com/international-club-creates-peace-symbol/
http://www.gamesforchange.org/
http://freerice.com/
http://sharkfinningproblem.weebly.com/blog
http://96.5.115.69/airpollution/
http://www.directaidinternational.org/
https://fwsu-blog.org/2015/01/06/gems-coolest-lunch-for-good-cause/
http://cotsonline.org/
http://enablingthefuture.org/
https://iearn.org/cc/space-2/group-113
https://twitter.com/GEMSInnoLab
https://www.wired.com/2011/02/egypts-revolutionary-fire/
https://www.wired.com/2011/02/egypts-revolutionary-fire/


What have students done for projects in this class before ?

Attempted to construct a solar
oven or water boiler to ck food
without fire and make water
drinkable.

Worked with an elementary class
to teach about the impact of
plastic grocery bags

Created an interactive map
showing air quality conditions
and pollution around the world

Created a documentary video
about water quality in lake
champlain

Created an infographic to inform
others about poaching in Africa

Created a blog to inform about
the issue of shark finning

Contacted state legislators and
leaders to influence the passage
of animal rights laws

A website to inform about the
issues of hunger and
malnutrition .

A poverty simulation to help
people empathize with those in
poverty.

Created a game to educate
players about the risks of climate
change

Created an interactive simulation
to raise awareness about how
the items we purchase affect
others

Created Hippo charms to reward
donations to a fund that was
used to save 3 hippos through
the WWF

Project Planning Template
(Please copy into your own google doc and share back to us ehadd@fwsu.org and pclow@fwsu.org)

Project Title:
Students:
Timeframe:

Define and describe the global issue that you are addressing.
Who is affected? Add them to the map (at least 2 groups).  What is already being done? Who is already
working on the problem?  Etc.

What does your topic have to do with the concept of sustainability? Which UN sustainability goals does
your project align with?

How can iEARN be a resource for you? (ideas, feedback, spreading your message? Is there an iearn
project space that is related to what you want to do?

mailto:ehadd@fwsu.org
mailto:pclow@fwsu.org


What will you do? Please provide some detail here. Describe your process and steps

What do you need to make this happen? (Resources or Support)

What do you want to accomplish with your plan? Hint it isn’t ending the problem, think smaller. Getting a
group of people to change a behavior or raising awareness for example.


