
2016 - 2017 Independent Study Inquiry Domains

In all 3 domains students will complete research on a topic and create a project to share what
they learned through the study. In each domain, what differs is the role of the teacher and the
role of the student.

At the beginning of the class, you will be allowed to choose the domain you would like to work
under. If at any time it becomes clear the domain is not a good fit, the teachers may assign you
to a new domain.

The goal is for everyone to have a successful independent study.

Domain 1 -
Teacher Facilitated
Inquiry

Domain 2 -
Guided Inquiry

Domain 3 -
Independent Inquiry

In this domain the study is
designed by teachers.

Teachers establish the topic,
provide the essential
questions, select most of the
research resources, and
outline the final project
requirements.

The parts of the inquiry are
assignments and all due
dates are established by
teachers.

The topic for this inquiry will
be: Transportation
technology innovation.

The project will be: a
transportation model or
original design based on a
transportation concept.

In this domain the study is
a partnership between
teacher and student.

Students will work with
teachers to develop an
inquiry plan.

Students will have a voice in
all assignments and
deadlines. Teachers will
ultimately make final
decisions to maintain
structure of the inquiry.

The inquiry will be supported
by regular check-ins with a
teacher.

Students will decide upon a
project design in consultation
with a teacher.

In this domain the inquiry is
open ended and
completely driven by
student curiosity and
choice.

But… with great power
comes great responsibility.

In this domain the student is
responsible for selecting  and
refining a topic, making
decisions about the research
process and resources, as
well as setting deadlines and
maintaining the structure of
the inquiry.

Check ins with teacher will
still happen, but will often be
student initiated and may
happen less frequently than
guided inquiry.

Students will have a high
degree of autonomy in
designing and creating their
final project




