
What path does learning take?

How do you learn?



Which is more like school?

Questioning
Exploring
Searching 
Leading
Creating
Constructing
Revising
Sharing

Listening
Observing
Recording
Following
Questioning
Practicing 
Repeating
Recreating
Reporting



What is one essential skill that can 
facilitate all learning?

What can we do in order to learn 
more, produce new ideas and 
generate creative solutions?

We should ask questions.

 rightquestion.org



Your mind wants to ask!
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Levels of Questioning

http://www.viewpure.com/7j6BM002ksk?start=0&end=0


Levels of Questioning

Level 1
Which? What? When? How many? How much?

Level 2 
How? Why?

Level 3 and 4 questions are even more 
complex asking for compare/contrast  
predictions, hypothesis, critique, or designing a 
solution to a problem.



Turn to a partner and talk 
about some “Level 1” 

questions about topics 
you are interested in:

Which? What? When? 
How many? How much?



Turn to a partner and talk 
about some “Level 2” 

questions about topics 
you are interested in:

How?
Why?



What do you want to know?

Last Year I wanted to know about Ghost Towns

Level 1 Question:
Where are ghost towns?

Level 2 Question:
Why do ghost towns exist?



It led me to other questions....

Why is Glastenbury, VT a ghost town?

Why is Centralia, PA a ghost town?

Why is Enfield, MA a ghost town?

Answering these smaller questions helps 
answer the larger one.





What do you want to know? - Ms. Wolfson

As a hiker, I have always been interested in the history 
of the Appalachian Trail (A 2,200 mile hiking trail that 
stretches from Georgia to Maine). I ended up finding an 
article about a woman who hiked the trail in the 1950’s 
named Grandma Gatewood. What I read made me want 
to learn more. 

LEVEL 1 QUESTIONS LEVEL 2 QUESTION

Who was Grandma 
Gatewood? 
When did she hike the 
AT? 
How old was she when 
she hiked it? 

Why was Grandma 
Gatewood’s hike 
important? 



It led me to some really interesting 
discoveries! 

Grandma Gatewood was the first woman to ever hike the 
AT solo from end to end in one season. She hiked in 
1955 and she was 67 years old! She was also the first 
person to ever hike it more than once. 

She inspired people to start hiking and get outside. 
Since her hike was so well covered in newspapers and on 
TV, the AT became very well-known and different 
organizations began to maintain the trail. 

She inspired women to start hiking and the ultra-light 
hiking movement. 



Some ideas for my project:

Create a collage with newspaper-style headlines about 
the importance of her hike because so many articles 
were written about her

Create a drawing of Grandma Gatewood because I 
wanted the challenge of drawing a realistic person

Create a map of the Appalachian Trail to show how long 
it is and where it goes and include that in the collage in 
some way



Here’s what I have so far: 



What Do You Want to Know? - Hardy

I love to cook and I work hard to help my children be 
healthy and happy. This Fall has been tough at my house. 
Sometimes research and learning is based on necessity. 
Level 1 Question:
What can I do to help my daughter recover from post 
concussion syndrome?
What foods can people eat to help their brain heal faster? 



The Questions Lead the Way:

Level 2 Question:
How do I help her feel better 
faster?
What accommodations are available 
to make life easier for a student 
struggling with post concussion 
syndrome?

I acquired info from
Online

A variety of experts
Reading books

Things we are trying
A morning drink of great green veggies

Eating almonds and berries
Speechify app

Blue light blocking glasses
Magnesium supplements

Gluten free diet
Yellow gel sheets over worksheets

Eye exercises
Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy
Syntonics
Patience



Do I have all the answers?

Definitely not. But I certainly know more than before I started. 

Could I guide someone else with 
my same question?

Definitely. I could tell them what I have learned, and help them begin 
their own journey of research.



You have a question.

You will create an original answer

You are not looking for an answer somebody 
else already created.



Brainstorm topics

Think about these sentence 
starters...
● I am interested in…
● I wonder about…
● I want to know why…
● I am curious about…
● What if....
List any and everything you 
can think of!



Brainstorming - MIND MAP



Research Process

1. Brainstorm possible topics - don’t rush it!
2. Ask questions - Level 1 and 2
3. Conference with a  teacher 
4. Locate starter sources for your research
- Copy and paste sources into a google doc.
5. Take notes in your paper journal.
6. Refine and expand your questions as you     

learn more. 
 



What is a “note”?

As a general rule notes are:
● Single idea
● In your own words
● Shorter than the source 
Labeled diagrams, sketches, etc. can count as 
notes as well as long as they are not simply a 
copy of the original. 





What Do You Want To Know?-Mrs. R

I was asked to bake a loaf of 
Maple Bread that tasted like the 
maple bread from the fair.

Level One Question:
What recipe did they use?



Question Revision:

How do I create a recipe that mimics 
the loaf from the fair?
What ingredients did they use in 
theirs?
What base recipe should I start 
with?
What do I change?











What do you want to know?
I have heard many little facts about how knitters encoded 
secret messages in knitting to help with war efforts

Level 1 Question:
Who were these knitters? 
What information did they share?

Level 2 Question:
How did it work? How complicated 
were the messages?



It led me to one big discovery...

Not many of the stories were true, or included actual 
knitting...the only historically accurate one was about 
women in Belgium knitting information about train 
cars to help the resistance

So it changed my focus…
What would be the simplest, fastest way to use 
knitting to send secret messages? Could I create a code 
that I could use to knit words quickly enough to take 
notes? And how would it look??





Where Am I Headed?

Something to Think About:
 Find Your Passion - 
What subject could I read 500 books about and 
not get bored?
What could I do for 5 years straight and not 
get paid?


