
Fairfax School Board
Saturday, February 26, 2022

Fairfax School Informational Meeting

These minutes are not approved until accepted by the Fairfax School Board at their next meeting.

Present:  Scott Mitchell, Matthew Hogan, John Tague, Justin Brown, Megan Maddocks, Geri Witalec-
Krupa, Kathi Muehl, Janaya Parsons, Thomas Walsh, Candace Truso, Randall Morton, Elizabeth 
Noonan, Ella Stafford, Scott Thompson

Public Present:  Al Zelkey, Ben Saenger, Beth Hayden, Brad, Susan & Ben Bosland, Cathy Carlson, 
Claudia Roberts, David Ginter, Meredith Roberts, Deb Woodward, Denae Coco, Donavee 
Copenhaver, Elizabeth Wagner, Barry Smith, Bernando Urbina, John Mitchell, Julie Filiberti, Kelly 
Colling, LCATV, Lynn Parah, Maria Thibault, Martha Hanson, Patricia & Hamed Bakin, Patti Smith, 
Rhonda Drake, Rob Schibei, Robby Rodimer, Nick Rock, Sally Sweet, Steve Cromier

Scott explained that you must be a registered voter to ask any questions.  

Scott Mitchell called the meeting to order at 1:05pm.  Scott discussed getting the students back 
to school with most co-curriculars in place.  John Tague has been hired by the Supervisory Union 
Board as the Superintendent.  John has extensive experience.  Scott stated the mission of the Board.  
Scott stated that the school tax rate is anticipated to go down thanks to a number of factors.  Scott 
discussed the highlights of FY22, including class sizes, sports, professional development, awards, and 
the return of spectators to performances and sporting events.  Scott discussed the impact of COVID on 
the school staff and students.  The FY22 building improvement funds were discussed.  The Long 
Range Facilities Committee will be reconvening to discuss.  The upcoming capital improvement 
projects were reviewed for the next few years including new waterline, library doors, parking, tile 
replacement, middle school gym floor, repaving, and UV replacement.  

Janaya Parsons and Ella Stafford told the BFA story.  Janaya discussed the elementary early 
release day.  Third and fourth graders explore investigative skills with the School Resource Officer.  
The middle school explored the human brain.  Ella Stafford discussed the Scholar’s Bowl and the large 
participation rate.  Hiram Bellows Day happens in October and the students volunteer for a day at 
different organizations around the community.  Homecoming and student week has made its 
comeback.  

Scott Mitchell discussed the summary of the budget increase.  There is a need for additional 
staff, co-curricular expenses, and driver’s education vehicle.  The estimated school tax bill was 
reviewed.  A home value of $450,000.00 will decrease property taxes approximately $229.00.  Scott 
reviewed what will be on the ballot, including the per equalized pupil cost of $15,541.86.  This figure 
is still less than most schools in the area.  The state average is $18,023.00.  Enrollment numbers have 
increased.  Voting will be March 1st from 7am to 7pm at the school.

A member of the public asked what an equalized pupil is.  Randall Morton explained that it is a 
figure provided by the State based on enrollment and state-wide equalization rate.



Scott Mitchell read the warning.

A member of the public asked what a BFA Trustee is.  Scott Mitchell explained that a BFA 
Trustee is connected with the Hiram Bellows Trust, a Trust providing funds for all things educational.  
John Mitchell, a BFA Trustee, discussed there is $165,000.00 invested in mutual funds.  They take 
requests for various educational needs.  

Cathy Carlson asked how to find out who is running for the open positions.  Scott believes the 
information is available on the Town’s website.  Deb Woodward stated that it is in fact on the website, 
also at the Town office, library, post office, Steeple Market, and Union Bank.  The write-in candidates 
are not on those lists.

John Tague thanked Kathi Muehl and Sandy Alexander for their service on the School Board.  

Motion by Matthew Hogan to adjourn the Informational Meeting at 1:45pm, approved 
unanimously.


