
 

  

Common Core Math Standards for First Grade 
Numbers and Operations 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home 

to support what children are learning in the classroom.  

 

 What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

 Help your child learn to count forward from 1 to 120 and to match 
numbers with objects. Let her see both digits (1, 2, 3) and written numerals 
(one, two, three). 

 Show your child how to think of numbers as representing ones and tens. 
For example, the number ten can be seen as ten one, or a “ten”, and 
numbers from 11 to 19 can be seen as a “ten” and one, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven, eight, or nine “ones”. This is called place value. 

 Similarly, the numbers 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, and 90 can be seen as 
one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or nine “tens” (and 0 ones). 

 Show your child what these symbols mean: > is more than; < is less than, 
and + means the same as. Compare numbers and use those symbols. For 
example, which symbol would we use to compare 20 and 30? 20 < 30; or 
30 > 20 are both correct answers 

 Help your child practice adding numbers up to 100. Add two digit numbers 
and one digit numbers. Help her to see and understand the place value of 
the numbers – ones or tens, that we add ones together, and tens together, 
and that sometimes it is necessary to convert ones into a ten and ones 
when adding numbers. For example, 15 + 16 can be shown as: 

 tens ones 

15 1 5 

+16 1 6 

 2 11 

31 3 1 

 Help your child practice adding 10 to numbers and subtracting 10 from 
numbers in her head, explaining how it changes the number in the tens 
column by one. For example, adding 10 to 20 changes the 2 to 3, and 
subtracting 10 from 20 changes the 2 to 1. 

 



 

  

Common Core Math Standards for First Grade 
Algebra and Patterns 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to 

support what children are learning in the classroom.  
 

 

 What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

 Use blocks or coins to show your child what word problems look like. 
Show him how to take apart and put together items to show adding and 
subtracting. Then show him what that looks like using symbols and 
numbers on paper. For example, if you have 20 blocks and you take 
away 6 blocks, the equation is:  20 – 6 = 14. 

 Now use those blocks or coins to show your child how to add three 
numbers, and what the equation would look like.  5 + 3 + 2 = 10. 

 Help your child understand that numbers that are being added can 
switch places and still equal the same sum. For example, 5 + 2 is the 
same sum as 2 + 5. 

 Help your child understand that finding numbers that add up to 10 
makes addition easier. For example, in the equation 2 + 6 + 4, 6 = 4 = 10, 
so we can also think of the equation as:  2 + 10. 

 Show your child that subtraction is simply finding what number you 
need to add to a number to get the other number. For example, in the 
equation 10 – 8, what number do we need to add to 8 to get 10? 

 Explain to your child that addition is just counting on (counting on or 
counting up 2 is adding 2), and subtraction is counting down 
(subtracting 2 is counting down 2). 

 Practice with your child adding and subtracting numbers up to 20, 
helping him become more fluent in those equations. Remind him to 
think of numbers as ones and tens to make it easier. 

 Show your child equations and ask him if they are equal (=).  For 
example, is 3 + 3 = 6 a true statement? How about 5 + 2 = 9? 

 Help your child practice finding the unknown whole number in an 
addition or subtraction equation. 7 + ? = 12. ? – 3 = 6. 
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Common Core Math Standards for First Grade 
Measurement and Data 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at 

home to support what children are learning in the classroom.  

 

 What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

 Show your child how to put objects in order by length. Compare 
objects by using another object to measure them. For example, your 
child might use his shoe or a piece of string  to measure objects, 
seeing which object is larger by how much space it takes on his shoe 
or string. 

 Show your child how to measure how many lengths an object is by 
using another object. For example, use a rectangular block to 
measure how many lengths the table or sofa are. 

 Practice telling time in hours and half hours. Use both an analog clock 
(hour and minute hands move) and a digital clock. 

 Help your child understand that data (information) can be organized 
and represented.  Help her make graphs of data: how many red, blue, 
and yellow blocks, how many neighbors have dogs and how many 
have cats, or what the weather is like each day for a week. 

cat       

dog       
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Common Core Math Standards for First Grade 
Geometry and Spatial Sense 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do 

at home to support what children are learning in the classroom 

 

 What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

 Help your child understand what defines a shape. For example, 
triangles have three closed sides, and rectangles have four sides 
with the sides that face each other being the same length. Show 
him that color, orientation, and overall size don’t change the shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allow your child to play with shapes; use blocks or paper shapes. 
Help him put the shapes together to make new shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 Show your child what halves, fourths, and quarters of circles and 
rectangles look like. Use the words half of, fourth of , and quarter 
of to describe the pieces. 
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