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GEDB Tchr Capstone Four R's for a Better World
Unit: Social Studies , Grade(s) 03 - Third Grade - 04 - Fourth Grade

The essential question for this unit is "How can I make the world a more beautiful place?" In this unit students will learn about the four R's: Refuse, Reduce, Reuse,

and Recycle. Students will observe how people in other countries, as well as close to home, make the most of trash and what can be done to lessen pollution and

trash. This study of the Four R's naturally leads students to take action and to understand the impact that one individual can have on environmental care close to

home and world-wide. Note: This Unit contains three 90-minute lessons, but can easily be divided into six 45-minute lessons, or nine 30-minute lessons. Also, listed

supplementary texts can be used to extend the scope of the unit and lessons.

Duration: 3 Weeks

 

Unit

 

What is our plan to accomplish the goals? (activities, resources, materials, class set up)

Students will participate in three progressive lessons in which they learn how they can make a hands-on, positive impact on
global environmental care. At the beginning of the unit students will be introduced to global environmental awareness and
issues, and how their choices can help reduce their carbon footprint. They will compare the decomposition rates of different
inorganics and discuss trash vs. recycling. Students will learn about how they can refuse certain items and how to use
alternatives that have less of a negative impact on the environment. Students will be introduced to the impact that common,
every-day single-use items such as plastic bags, styrofoam, drinking straws, disposable cups, etc. can have on the eco-
system. In the second lesson students will learn the importance of recycling, how to recycle and what recycled items are turned
into. They will participate in an active sorting lesson in which they indicate which items compost, go to the landfill (trash) or
recycle. In the third lesson students will get up-close and personal with one of nature's recyclers- earthworms! The unit will
culminate with students creating their very own worm bin that they can take home, thereby making the world a more beautiful
place. 

 

How will we know when each student has reached the goals?

Students will complete a formative and summative assessment by placing items on a pie graph with questions to assess their
knowledge of the four R's and the impact their decisions have on the world. This will be conducted on Day 1 to encourage
students to reflect on their perceptions and actions, and will help guide teacher discussions. Student assessment results will
be graphed on Day 1, and compared to the same assessment results on the final day to assess student learning. More
information on this assessment tool can be found in the attached lessons. Additionally, several other formative and summative
assessment tools are included.

 

How will we respond when a student experiences success or difficulty in learning?

To ensure student success, hands-on activities, visuals, literature, interactive assessments and video clips (when available) will
be utilized in this unit. Frequent opportunities for students to ask questions and engage in discussions will be provided. This
unit caters to students with a wide variety of learning styles: kinesthetic, visual, auditory, etc. Students with learning difficulties
will be able to collaborate with peers to ensure understanding and success.

Attachments
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Standards Covered
*English Language Arts 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3: Speaking and Listening

Comprehension and Collaboration

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners

on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1a: Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and

other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1c: Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the

remarks of others.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1d: Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details,

speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4: Speaking and Listening

Comprehension and Collaboration

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners

on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1a: Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and

other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1d: Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and

relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

*Science 

Ecosystems

NCES.3.L.2: Understand how plants survive in their environments.

NCES.3.L.2.4: Explain how the basic properties (texture and capacity to hold water) and components (sand, clay and humus) of soil determine the

ability of soil to support the growth and survival of many plants.

Ecosystems

NCES.4.L.1: Understand the effects of environmental changes, adaptations and behaviors that enable animals (including humans) to survive in changing

habitats.

NCES.4.L.1.3: Explain how humans can adapt their behavior to live in changing habitats (e.g., recycling wastes, establishing rain gardens, planting

trees and shrubs to prevent flooding and erosion).

*Social Studies 

NCES.3.G: Geography and Environmental Literacy

NCES.3.G.1: Understand the earth's patterns by using the 5 themes of geography: (location, place, human-environment interaction, movement and

regions).

NCES.3.G.1.3: Exemplify how people adapt to, change and protect the environment to meet their needs.

NCES.4.G: Geography and Environmental Literacy

NCES.4.G.1: Understand how human, environmental and technological factors affect the growth and development of North Carolina.

NCES.4.G.1.2: Explain the impact that human activity has on the availability of natural resources in North Carolina.

NCES.4.G.1.3: Exemplify the interactions of various peoples, places and cultures in terms of adaptation and modification of the environment.
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Materials
For a closer look at the materials list below, log onto  https://homebase.schoolnet.com/110

Lessons:

1.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Four R's for a Better World - Lesson 1: Trash Talk

2.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Four R's for a Better World - Lesson 2: Reduce and Reuse

3.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Four R's for a Better World - Lesson 3: Nature's Recyclers

 

Organizers
Instructional Resource Type

1. Course

Focus Areas

1. Global Education

Revised Bloom's Taxonomy

1. I. Remembering 3. III. Applying 5. V. Evaluating

2. II. Understanding 4. IV. Analyzing 6. VI. Creating
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