
GEDB Tchr Capstone: Americans, Eat More Insects!
Unit: English Language Arts , Grade(s) 07 - Seventh Grade

In this unit, students will explore the global practice of entomophagy (eating insects) and write a persuasive essay that explains how other cultures around the world

embrace entomophagy and persuades Americans to eat more insects as a solution to the growing world hunger crisis. The lesson will begin with the viewing of an

introductory BBC documentary on insect consumption around the world. As they watch, students will complete a note-taking document, determining the main idea

and supporting details. Students will watch another short video and read several nonfiction texts presenting arguments for why eating insects is beneficial for

helping prevent a global food crisis. Students will then synthesize their learning and apply persuasive writing techniques into an essay in which they explain how

other cultures embrace eating insects and why Americans should should start eating more insects in order to help prevent a global food crisis.

Duration: 4 Hours

 

Unit

 

What is our plan to accomplish the goals? (activities, resources, materials, class set up)

 Investigate the World: Watch a documentary on how people around the world eat insects; determine main idea and supporting details.

 Recognize Perspectives: Read a variety of nonfiction texts and complete a note-taking document.

 Communicate Ideas: Write an essay to persuade Americans to follow a global trend to eat more insects.

 

 

 

How will we know when each student has reached the goals?

Formative: Students will state the central ideas and cite text evidence to support the development of those ideas on a note-taking 

document.

Summative: Students will write an essay that explains how other cultures around the world embrace entomophagy and persuades 

Americans to eat more insects as a solution to the growing world hunger crisis.
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Standards Covered
*English Language Arts 

Grade 7 English Language Arts

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R.7: Reading

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7: Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as

inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text;

provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7: Writing

Text Types and Purposes These broad types of writing include many subgenres.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1a: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence

logically.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1b: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

 

Materials
For a closer look at the materials list below, log onto  https://homebase.schoolnet.com/110

Lessons:

1.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Americans, Eat More Insects!: Lesson 1: Entomophagy Around the World!

2.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Americans, Eat More Insects!, Lesson 2: Why Insects in America?

3.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Americans, Eat More Insects: Lesson 3: Persuasive Writing Assignment

 

Organizers
Instructional Resource Type

1. Course

Focus Areas

1. Global Education

Revised Bloom's Taxonomy

1. I. Remembering 3. III. Applying 5. V. Evaluating

2. II. Understanding 4. IV. Analyzing 6. VI. Creating
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