
GEDB Tchr Capstone: Making the World a Better Place-Compassion and
Understanding Near and Far
Unit: Social Studies , Grade(s) 03 - Third Grade - 06 - Sixth Grade

In this project, I have attempted to offer my students the opportunity to think globally in a variety of ways. Thinking of others throughout the world, their country

and, their city helps them to develop compassion for, not only unfamiliar cultures, but for those in their own community who may live in different situations than their

own. 

Children hear everyday about people from around the world who are struggling because of poverty and conflict. When asked what the word “global” means, most

will say it means something about people from other countries. I wanted to change the view of “global” to mean the whole world, without leaving out the issues

going on in our own community, our own country.

With this understanding a generation is hopefully created who feels connected to those who often live outside their comfort zone. Because a lack of understanding

breeds fear and a general intolerance for the unknown, I wanted to prove that the opposite can have positive results. Intentional learning about those who, at first,

seem different, will breed empathy, generosity, gratitude and overall kindness to all.

This unit has an approximate time span of 2 to 2 ½ weeks and each lesson has a specific time frame listed, but parts of it can be extended year-long. Students begin

exploring activities internally, then community-wide, then world-wide, and finally back home. It ends by looking, once again, internally with a lesson titled simply

“Gratitude”. Throughout all the lessons I have included a component for reflection in a response journal as well as a geographic piece which requires students to find

the places they explore on a map.

Duration: 2 Weeks

 

Unit

 

What is our plan to accomplish the goals? (activities, resources, materials, class set up)

Our plan to accomplish the various goals in this unit include a mixture of technology and written work, but interwoven through it
all will be written response and simulated journal entries to work on seeing things through anothers' perspective.

 

How will we know when each student has reached the goals?

We will know when students have reached the goals through their motivation and interest in the unit.  It will also be evident in
the quality and thoughtfulness of their work and specifically measured through the products created during each lesson.  

 

How will we respond when a student experiences success or difficulty in learning?

When a student experiences success we will share that learning with the class and display the quality work. There are also
many opportunities to enhance learning and challenge students through technology and extension projects. When a student
experiences difficulty in their learning we will make use of peer collaboration to provide assistance.  The lessons are also
easily modified to reach a variety of learning styles.

 

Standards Covered
*English Language Arts 

Grade 6 English Language Arts

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6: Language

Conventions of Standard English

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when

writing.
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Knowledge of Language

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L: Language

Conventions of Standard English

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues,

analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading,

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when

encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R: Reading

Craft and Structure

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as

in words. Please see “Research to Build and Present Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening

for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources.

Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual

evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL: Speaking and Listening

Comprehension and Collaboration

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the

organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of

presentations.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when

indicated or appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W: Writing

Production and Distribution of Writing

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating

understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source,

and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Text Types and Purposes These broad types of writing include many subgenres.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and

sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and

well-structured event sequences.

*Social Studies 

NCES.3.G: Geography and Environmental Literacy

NCES.5.G: Geography and Environmental Literacy

NCES.6.C: Culture

NCES.6.C.1: Explain how the behaviors and practices of individuals and groups influenced societies, civilizations and regions.

NCES.6.EC: Economics and Financial Literacy

NCES.6.EC.1: Understand how the physical environment and human interaction affected the economic activities of various civilizations, societies and

regions.

 

Materials
For a closer look at the materials list below, log onto  https://homebase.schoolnet.com/110

Lessons:

1.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: The Power of an Address Book Lesson 1

2.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Poverty? Here? Lesson 2

3.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: What Can I Do? Student-Created Global Projects Lesson 3

4.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Just Be Kind Lesson 4

5.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Curiosity, Not Judgement Lesson 5

6.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Appreciation of Veterans Lesson 6

7.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Learning Compassion Through Legacy Lesson 7

8.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Removing Stereotypes Lesson 8

9.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: It's a Material World Lesson 9

10.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: We Are One- A Study in Global Oneness Lesson 10

11.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Welcome to America- A Lesson on Immigration Lesson 11

12.  GEDB Tchr Capstone: Gratitude Lesson 12

 

Additional Properties
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