
The North Buncombe Middle School FCCLA
and CTE classes have been busy changing the
world during the pandemic!  Students
completed a service project for the Caiyalynn
Burrell Crisis Center. Students worked hard
to collect items the center needed and
delivered 3 car loads of blankets, coats, socks
and other items to the center.  Special thanks
to teacher/adviser, Sherry Peek for showing
her students the importance of cgiving back
to the community, even in a pandemic.

Special thanks to BCS Communications for this story.
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280

Credentials earned in High
School CTE Courses - Fall 2020

125

Platinum Scores on Fall
Workkeys by BCS Seniors 

78%

Senior CTE completers scored a
Silver or above on the Fall

Workkeys test.

NORTH BUNCOMBE MIDDLE

SCHOOL FCCLA GIVES BACK 
NEW NATIONAL BOARD

CERTIFIED TEACHERS!

Congratulations!

Christine Mattingly - Owen High 
Doug Phillips - Owen High
Rebecca Smith - Reynolds Middle &
Cane Creek Middle 

Kitty McCurry - Enka High 

Newly Certified:

Renewed: 

Buncombe County
Career & Technical
Education is proud to
congratulate our
newly certified and
renewed National
Board Teachers.  



Madison Cawthon is the new Woodworking teacher at TC Roberson High
School.  She was nominated by a coworker who says she is a joy to work with
and is doing a great job engaging students in this program new to TCR.

Hometown: I am from Forsyth, GA, a small town between Macon and Atlanta.
High school Attended: I attended Mary Persons High School and graduated in
2012. 
College(s) attended: I graduated from Savannah College of Art and Design in
2016 and the University of North Carolina in Asheville in 2020. 
Degree(s): I have a BFA in Furniture Design and a license to teach k-12 Visual
Arts. 
Classes you are currently teaching: I currently teach three sections of
Woodworking I. 
Years at TCR/Teaching:  This is my first year at TCR and my first year
teaching. 

Favorite Teaching Memory and/or what made you want to become a teacher:
I don't have any specific memories to point to as of yet, but I think what I am
most excited about, and what initially drew me to teaching, is working
creatively alongside my students and helping them develop passion for a craft. I
love connecting with my students, meeting them where they are, and watching
them grow. I am so thankful to be at TCR and for the constant support!

Where did you work before coming to TCR?  Before coming to TCR, I worked
briefly in the furniture and interiors industries as a designer and worked closely
for several years with an outreach based camp in Marshall. 

Hobbies/Family/other info: As often as possible, I try to make art. I paint,
dabble in printmaking, and really enjoy ceramics. I love being outside and
spending time with my fiancé. We like to hike, cook together, and dream up
house projects. We also try to escape to Georgia to see family as much we can.

TC Roberson High School has
never had a Woodworking
program; that is, until this year.
What was once a dance classroom
was converted to a woodworking
shop and the Buncombe County's
FIRST female woodworking
teacher was hired to build the
program.  After just one semester,
success is showing.  Ms. Cawthon
had some of the highest
Woodworking test scores in the
STATE! Look for exciting things
to come from this program in the
future.

NEW WOODWORKING
CLASS AT TCR

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT:

 MADISON CAWTHON- ROBERSON HIGH
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Sara Caron was recently hired as a full-time preschool assistant at Erwin
High School. Sara started in the FACS program at EHS as a sophomore,
took Early Childhood I & II, EDU 119, and two CTE Internships as a
preschool intern. Sara is now enrolled full-time at AB Tech, studying
Early Childhood Education and would like to earn her four-year degree
in Early Childhood and Elementary Education. We are so excited to
welcome Sara back into the CTE family as a teacher!

FORMER ERWIN STUDENT NOW AN EMPLOYEE



ERWIN SENIOR HOSTS

DONATION DRIVE 

Tena Cole, Health Science teacher at North Buncombe High School was
nominated by a coworker for our teacher spotlight based on her
"supportive, positive attitude."  She is pictured above with her two sons,
who are both also BCS teachers, one an elementary PE teacher, the other a
middle school Ag teacher.  Here's an interview with Ms. Cole.
Hometown: Marshall, NC
High School Attended: Madison High School
College(s) Attended: AB Tech
Degree(s): Associates Degree in Nursing 
Courses taught this year: Health Science I, Health Science II, Nursing
Fundamentals
Years at NBHS: 7 years
Favorite Teaching Memory: "A couple of yeas ago, in the clinical setting,
we had an emergency. Scared my students to death! Later, one of my
students said: " You know what I noticed, Mrs, Cole? There were 7 of us in
that room, and when that happened, 6 of us stepped AWAY and YOU
stepped TOWARD.....I want to be a nurse just like that.....one who steps
TOWARD". I WILL NEVER FORGET THAT!!!"
Hobbies: Farming, gardening, clogging, watching ANY Real Housewives
franchise

TEACHER

SPOTLIGHT:

TENA COLE -

NBHS
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT:

LEWIS FOOTE -  CHS

Special thanks to the BCS Communications Department for the
story. Photo is from Fall 2019 (Pre Covid restrictions). 

Clyde A. Erwin High (CAEHS) senior
Pace McConkey started a donation
drive that has collected more than
$1,000 worth of goods for local
children.  The Early Childhood
Education II Honors student will
provide play-based learning materials,
toys, and clothing for kids of all ages. 
 “I just want the children to feel loved
and appreciated,” he said. “I wanted to
do something to reach as many
families and kids as I possibly could.” 

With the help of Family and
Consumer Sciences teacher and
Preschool Director Caitlin Johnson,
Pace set up an online donation drive.
“It’s been a pretty amazing
experience,” Pace said. “It’s eye-
opening to see that people care about
other people. You just need to reach
out and give them a way to do it. It’s
been nice to see the humanity of
people, especially during these times.” 

Ms. Johnson said she’s loved having
Pace in her classes, both in-person and
remote. “From day one, he walked
into the preschool classroom and
started building relationships with the
kids,” she said. “He’s open, responsive
to guidance, and just so kind. It’s been
awesome to watch.” Pace plans to
attend a four-year university this fall,
most likely majoring in a science-
related field.

Courses taught this year: Horticulture 1 and 2, Sustainable agriculture 
Years at CHS: 11
Favorite Teaching Memory: I always love seeing former students out in the
world, and what they have become: welders, treeworkers, mechanics, or our
new SRO!
Hobbies: Camping, Hiking, Fly fishing, Gardening

Lewis Foote is an Agriculture teacher at
Community High School. He was nominated
by a coworker who states, "Mr. Foote
significantly contributes to CHS in so many
ways: his ability to reach some of our toughest
students, his leadership as SIT co-chair, and his
spearheading the GAP certification of the
Community High School garden. Mr. Foote's
easygoing nature and gentle sense of humor
make him well-loved by both his colleagues
and his students." Here's a little about Mr. Foote
Hometown: Atlanta
High School Attended: Paideai
College(s) Attended: WWC, WCU
Degree(s): MAT Sustainable Agriculture



I was so enthusiastic to start a new career in teaching. I felt I
landed a dream job, teaching biomedical technologies at a top-
notch diverse school. Unfortunately, I had no one to help guide
me in the right direction. I was given a half empty manual, a
few websites, and the ever-comforting words of advice: “Good
luck” and “try your best”. I felt so unprepared. During my first
year of teaching I put in countless hours planning, scouring
through resources, and meeting with the literacy couch, trying
to come up with ideas to deliver content in engaging and
meaningful ways. 

 My first year was a growth period for me. I learned the standards, classroom management, and I picked
up on many teaching strategies. In the past three years teaching biomedical technologies, I continued to
develop my practice in slow incremental steps. Yet, I felt there was much more to grow and develop so I
could make lessons that were engaging and meaningful and that my students could connect to. Doing this
alone, I was not making much headway, there has got to be a better way! 

 

When I first heard that Buncombe County Schools were introducing Project Lead
the Way (PLTW), I was excited, to say the least. PLTW is a non-profit organization
that develops curricula in STEM that engages students in real life scenarios. In the
biomedical sciences pathway, each unit is based on a medical mystery. Students
acquire scientific knowledge through hands-on activities and real-world scenarios.
As they go through the activities, projects, and problems they learn laboratory
skills as well as 21st century skills. My students enjoy trying to solve each mystery
and find that the content is relevant, challenging, fun, interesting and engaging. 

PLTW trains teachers to implement the curriculum. Forty hours of core training
is needed to be officially certified to teach each course. During core training, 
 teachers learn to navigate the website, how to run the labs, and where to find

 resources in the “PLTW community." The icing on the cake, I must say, is the ease of ordering supplies
and equipment. PLTW provides a list of all the equipment and supplies needed to run all the labs. With a
click of a few buttons, I was able to get everything I needed to facilitate the class. Knowing I had all the
tools I needed was invaluable. Having all the necessary equipment and support provided by PLTW gave
me confidence that my students and I were going to succeed. Additionally, I am now able to focus on
differentiating and providing extra support. 

As a new teacher I felt anxious, overwhelmed, and underprepared every day. I know I am not alone in
that sentiment. Starting PLTW has really turned my idea of teaching and learning around. Through
PLTW my students and I are experiencing learning on a whole new level. Students are developing
knowledge and skills needed for college and the workplace. I look forward to becoming certified and
implementing the next course in the pathway. 
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PLTW: A TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE
By: Miguel Diaz

PLTW Biomedical Science Instructor, TC Roberson High School 



AC REYNOLDS HIGH SCHOOL

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 
HEALTH SCIENCE
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Students in Health Science II obtain their CPR certification, to prepare them for future classes,
college and careers!  Like most things, COVID created challenges for getting students certified.
Still, 38 health science students in Buncombe County received their CPR - BLS Provider
Certification through American Heart Association or The American Red Cross.

Samara McKnight, a
senior, states that
having her CPR
certification is
important to her;" to
have the knowledge
to save people.  It
[CPR training] puts
me one step closer to
my future career as a
nurse."  Eight
students at Owen
received their
certification. 

CHARLES D OWEN HIGH SCHOOL

This fall 8 students passed their
CPR certification. Senior Tony
Torres states "You never know
when someone will need help, so
always be prepared!"

ENKA HIGH SCHOOL

Levi Wallen says that he
had no idea as a freshman
that he was even
interested in medicine.
Now that he sees that he
can become a certified
life saver, he has the
confidence to apply for
Nursing Fundamentals
and strive to become a
surgeon.

NORTH BUNCOMBE

HIGH SCHOOL

Olivia Craig performs CPR on an infant and a child
(maniquin) during the CPR certification class at
ACRHS.  Olivia plans to take Nursing Fundamentals
after Health Science II.  Nine students received
certification at ACR. 



CTE LABS - MODIFIED FOR COVID

M a r c h   2 0 2 1 I s s u e  3

ENKA HIGH 

Left: Ms. Crowe's Digital Design & Animation I class works
on projects together in class. 
Ms. Messer's students learn the importance of accurate
measurements in Food & Nutrition I. 
Students get to work with animals in Ms. Beysher's Animal
Science class.   

AC REYNOLDS HIGH
Left: Students in Apparel I have been
able to do hands-on sewing projects.  
Below: Students in Mr. Kuster's
Horticulture class start plants from
seeds. 

NORTH BUNCOMBE HIGH OWEN HIGH 

CLYDE A. ERWIN HIGH TC ROBERSON HIGH

Top left: Mr. Fox watches as a
student practices welding
skills. 
Bottom left: Students work
together in Sports Marketing
with Mr. Griffin
Bottom right: Mr. Pendlands
Horticulture students plan
asparagus on campus.

Teachers and students alike were excited to have students beck in the building to finally be able to have hands-on
experiences in CTE classrooms. Below are some highlights from around the county.  

Left: Students in Mr. Lusks Drone class get to fly! Middle: Ms.
Seager's students refrushbed school furniture.Right: Ms. Ingles
Nursing Fundamentals students learn to take bloodpressure.

COMMUNITY HIGH NESBITT ACADEMY

Left: Students in the Automotive program got to work with Mr.
Houson in the shop.  Ms. Popes Foods I class made cookies.  Ms.
Cawthones woodwoking students created projects.

Top left: A student flies a drone in Mr.
Orange's Drone Tech class.  Bottom Left:
A student makes fruit salsa in Food &
Nutrition I with Ms. Beauregard. Bottom
Right: Ms. Rymer's Sports Marketing
students design sponsorship cars.

Left: Low & slow is
the key to cooking
eggs in Foods with
Mr. Hutcheson.
Right: Students
were happy to be
outside in the dirt
in Horticulture with
Mr. Foote.

Aimee Garcia-
Bouchot designed
a Toy Block set in

order to learn
manual technical

drawing and CAD. 



The metal building
structure is now
complete.  Currently
they are working on
installing doors and
stalls when all of the
material arrives. 
 Community donors
have made this dream
possible.

Mr. Phillips' Woodworking II class installed the clothing racks,
baseboard trim, and the wall art.
Ms. Rymer's Marketing Honors class assisted in the naming of the store,
designed and produced the logo and label for The Nook.
Moving forward Student Government plans to assist with keeping The
Nook stocked with up to date new and lightly used clothing.
The Occupational Prep II class will assist with going through donations,
keeping inventory, organizing and stocking The Nook.  
A long term goal is for a club, class, or community group to volunteer
to "sponsor" the hygiene cabinet so that it is kept regularly stocked with
quality toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
feminine products, soap, deodorant etc.

Owen High School Social Worker, Elisa Sanchez-Tarmen, had a vision was
to upgrade the traditional "clothing closet" into a space that would remove
the shame and stigma from utilizing the resource. The goal was to create a
space that is aesthetically pleasing, organized, setup like a real clothing
store (clothing racks, shoe storage etc.), and stocked with new and lightly
used current clothing and accessories. 

In addition, another component of this vision is student engagement and
participation in the creation of and sustainment of The Nook.

Ms. Sanchez-Tarmen stated, "It has been thrilling to see the vision for "The
Nook" transform from what felt like wishful thinking, into a school and
community supported, fully functioning, boutique-like clothing resource
reality!"  The Nook will be open to students by the beginning of May. A
"soft opening" was held March 24 that allowed faculty to see what The
Nook has to offer. 

 

Taylor Baldwin
CTE Director

This newsletter is published by BCS
CTE Support Staff. Content is written
to showcase projects and successes
throughout the county and to help
connect and inspire Career and
Technical Educators within
Buncombe County Schools. For more
information or to be featured us the
link below or contact your CDC or
Amy White, Newsletter Editor at
Amy.White@bcsemail.org.   

Director's Corner

In conjunction with FCCLA
Week, Erwin High School FCS
department encouraged all
students in CTE to send an E-
Valentine Card to patients at St.
Jude Research Hospital. 
 Students could use pre-made
messages or write their own
and were able to select the card
design.
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I’ve been hearing many stories from schools about your incredible
efforts, the great innovations and new practices you are pioneering,
and the new partnerships and relationships you are forging as you
work to provide for your students. You are using existing resources
and tools in new ways, and developing systems and practices that are
wholly new, and will continue to provide benefits down the road. And
many of you are also stepping up to support your wider communities
as well.  Words can't express how thankful I am for all you do.

ENKA BARN UPDATE!ERWIN HIGH FCCLA SEND SMILES

CTE STUDENTS HELP MAKE "THE NOOK" A REALITY

Above: Ms. Rymer's Marketing students created the
logo and name.  Below: Luke Ellis, a student in
Woodworking with Mr. Phillips, helped assemble
furniture for the room. 

https://forms.gle/9g7aVkRZjsdxWg316

