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FEBRUARY IS 

CTE MONTH!

THE CAREER & TECHNICAL TIMES
A  B u n c o m b e  C o u n t y  S c h o o l s  C T E  N e w s l e t t e r

ROBOT COMPETITION AT NBMS
One of the best ways to learn about robots is to build one.

On Jan. 12, seventh grade Design and Modeling students surrounded a small,
indoor competition area at North Buncombe Middle School where small
robots competed in a soccer-like game. The students designed, built, and
programmed the robots with creative ideas to gain a competitive edge. One
robot featured a claw and was able to pick up and drop tennis balls. Other
robots were closer to the ground and pushed the balls toward goals. Teams
cheered for their robots and took turns operating wireless controllers as they
attempted to maneuver around - or straight through - the competition.

“This is a great place [for students] to practice their collaboration and
problem-solving skills,” said Project Lead the Way (PLTW) teacher Allison
McDevitt. “They need these real-world skills for the future.”
Students who enjoyed the robotics project will have the opportunity to take a
more advanced robotics class next year, as well as join the school’s robotics
competition club.
Special thanks to BCS Communications for this story.

The North Buncombe FFA
is selling Whole Boston
Butts for $35.  Money
raised will help fund
chapter projects.  The BBQ
will be available for pick up
Saturday, February 5th.  

Orders should be placed
by February 1.  Click the
flyer to be linked to the
order form or email Justin
Gillespie -
 justin.gillespie@bcsemail.org

BBQ FUNDRAISER

February is a great time to
showcase the value of CTE
programs and to thank a
fellow CTE faculty
member. Be sure to send
pictures of how your
schools celebrates CTE
month!

FCCLA WEEK - FEB. 14-18

FFA WEEK - FEB. 19-26

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerAU98oDg-VeYzQx7XjAb7bFvum9wlV4g5TFbzjtaKEH01xA/viewform?usp=sf_link


ANNUAL COMPETITON SUCCESS
Before Winter Break, students at NB
Middle participated in the annual
Gingerbread House Competition.
Students planned their house with a
partner and a template. They mixed,
measured and baked their
gingerbread then constructed it into
the house they had planned.
Everything had to be edible. First
place was a beach hut surf shop.
Students enjoyed the process!

At Cane Creek Middle, Ms. Gosnell students
take the American Red Cross Babysitter’s
Training.. At the end of the training it’s
rewarding to her knowing she helped a
child gain skills to help their families and
communities.

SEEN AROUND SCHOOL
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THE RECIPE BOX
Cane Creek’s Students were learning to
bake in the microwave. This less
commonly used method can be more
safe, quick and efficient - especially for
single servings. Students made Mug
Cakes. Students also learned about
substituting applesauce for oil to
incorporate fruit and make healthier
food choices.  
The students were surprised that they
could bake a cake in the microwave in
only one minute. They were amazed
that their cakes were good and that
they didn’t even notice the applesauce.
Many students asked for a copy of the
recipe so they could make Mug Cakes
at home for family members.

In a microwave safe mug, add cake mix, water and
applesauce. 
Stir in 1 T of the chocolate chips.  Sprinkle the
remaining on top.  
Cook in the microwave at full power for 1 minute.
Allow cake to cool before eating.

6 T Chocolate cake mix
1 T water
2 T unsweetened applesauce
2 t semi-sweet chocolate chips

Chocolate Mug Cake 

OMS RESTAURANT 
PROJECT

OWEN'S NEW ADDITION

1.

2.

3.
4.

Miss Piggy is the
newest member
of the Charles D
Owen FFA
Program! 
 Students will
help take care of
Miss Piggy
during Animal
Science classes.

Erwin High School
students hosted
“Destress Puppy Fest,”
an event focusing on
student exam week
stress and anxiety. Using
the Every Mind Matters
toolkit through FCCLA,
students held this event
to focus on mental
health awareness.
Students, teachers and
preschool families made
donations and students
in apparel with Mrs.
Jones made pup
bandanas to donate to
the Labor of Love
Transport Rescue Pups.
Students and
preschoolers were able
to pet 1 goat and 12
puppies. The event was
definitely PAWsome!

DESTRESS
PUPPY
FEST

BABYSITTER'S CLUB

Students in Mrs. Smith's FCS class
worked in teams to design their own , 
restaurants. They
created unique
names logos, and
menus for their
restaurants.
Students also
created restaurant
dioramas.



LEARNING BY DOING
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This newsletter is published by BCS CTE Support
Staff. Content is written to showcase projects and
successes throughout the county and to help connect
and inspire Career and Technical Educators within
Buncombe County Schools. For more information or
to be featured use the QR code or contact your CDC or
Amy White, Newsletter Editor at
Amy.White@bcsemail.org.   

  **In compliance with Federal Law, Buncombe County Schools administers all
education programs including its Career and Technical Education Programs,
employment, activities, and admissions without discrimination against any person on
the basis of gender, race, color, religion, national origin, age or disability.**

 

Taylor Baldwin
CTE Director

Director's Corner
I want to take this time to bring in the new year and
praise each and everyone of you for the work you are
doing in our schools. Over the past year we have
worked on some very exciting industry partnerships
that CTE hopes will change the way our students begin
their venture into the workforce. Our students are
more prepared than ever to enter the future ready
workforce and it is all thanks to the amazing guidance
from you all as CTE teachers. Happy 2022!

Amy Motley teaches Early Childhood
Education, Child Development and is the
director of the preschool at TC Roberson
High.  A collegue nominated her for the
Teacher Spotlight and noted, "Amy is always
willing to help others.  She keeps a smile on
her face regardless of what obstacles are
thrown her way." 
Here is a little more about Ms. Motley, a
proud Buncombe County CTE alumni! 

High School Attended: TC Roberson High -
Class of 2006
College attended:   Asheville-Buncombe
Technical Community College, Western
Carolina University, & Appalachian State
Degree(s): BS: Elementary Ed, MA:
Curriculum & Instruction
 Previous Careers: 7 years as an Elementary
School teacher - Kindergarten and 1st grade,
Title 1 Reading Assistant and 3rd grade math
tutor
Years in education: 9
Hobbies: Crafting, and any water activities!
Other things we should know about Ms.
Motley: She is a 3rd generation teacher and
loves to spend time with her hounddog,
Hazel!

 
AMY

MOTLEY

Owen High's Career and Technical
courses were among the most valuable
opportunities for my career journey as a
whole. It was not until I was offered the
chance to take a marketing course at
Owen High that I realized my hidden
passion. I fell in love with the world of
advertising, marketing, and sales in
general. I discovered that I was good at it.
That has led to my chosen major in
Communication, Advertising and minor
in Marketing: Sales at Appalachian State
University. 
I plan to seek a career in advertising and
marketing, potentially within the
hospitality industry. I am so thankful for
what the CTE courses, through
Buncombe County Schools, have given
me and I am excited for my future!

 

KINSEY WHITE
OWEN HIGH CLASS OF 2018

Alumni Spotlight

Teacher
Spotlight

RAM'S SELF CARE FAIR
FCCLA members at TC Roberson High wanted to
promote self care and help students "reset" before
beginning a new semester.  Chapter members
organized the 1st annual "Self Care Fair."  There were
8 stations for students to go through at their own
pace.  The chapter members researched different
forms of Self Care and used the Every Mind Matters
toolkit provided through FCCLA.  They also worked
with school counselor, Mrs. Carter to collect
handouts about anxiety and mental health.  

All teachers were invited to bring students to the fair.  
They started with "spa water," there was soft lighting
and music and aromatherapy candles (they just
weren't lit).  Every 30 minutes a winner was selected
at random and allowed to pick a prize.  Prizes
included candles, planners, and adult coloring books.  
The feedback from students, teachers, and staff was
positive and the TCR FCCLA hopes to make this an
annual event.

https://forms.gle/9g7aVkRZjsdxWg316

