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CONTACT INFORMATION

The main office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm. We are located on the main campus
of A-B Tech in the Birch building, Room 208.

Mailing Address: Buncombe County Early College
Buncombe County Middle College
Birch Building
340 Victoria Road
Asheville, NC  28801

Telephone: (828) 232-4123

Administration

Donna Lanahan Principal donna.lanahan@bcsemail.org
Anna Austin Assistant Principal anna.austin@bcsemail.org

Office Staff

Patricia Reaves Data Manager/Receptionist patricia.reaves@bcsemail.org
Randi Sacrison Principal’s Secretary/Bookkeeper randallyne.sacrison@bcsemail.org

Student Support

Amanda Carter BCMC School Counselor amanda.carter@bcsemail.org
Nicholas Faherty A-B Tech Liaison nicholashfaherty@abtech.edu
Shay Gray School Nurse deshalyn.gray@bcsemail.org
Doug Hutchman College and Career Coordinator douglas.hutchman@bcsemail.org
Suzanne O’Donnell BCEC School Counselor suzanne.odonnell@bcsemail.org

Faculty

Todd Callaway History todd.callaway@bcsmail.org
Tom Copeland Science tom.copeland@bcsemail.org
Walden Corry Science/History william.corry@bcsemail.org
Mark Harris Math markp.harris@bcsemail.org
Rebecca Hefner English rebecca.hefner@bcsemail.org
Erin Meadows English erin.meadows@bcsemail.org
Mark Meiri Science mark.meiri@bcsemail.org
Anneliese Shreve English anneliese.shreve@bcsemail.org
Matt Snyder Math matt.snyder@bcsemail.org
Sam Summers English sam.summers@bcsemail.org
Jamie Violette History james.violette@bcsemail.org
Darcy Wallace Spanish darcy.wallace@bcsemail.org
Amy Wiesner English amy.wiesner@bcsemail.org
Susan Wilson Math susan.wilson@bcsemail.org
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION AND POLICIES

Enrollment in Buncombe County Early College

Because we can only enroll a limited number of students each year, students and families who choose to attend
BCEC are making a serious commitment to become part of our school community. Because Early College
becomes the students’ base high school assignment, any change to that assignment requires a team meeting
with the student, parents, teachers, counselors, and the principal. We do recognize that students may determine
that this is not the best fit for them, and a transfer to a student’s district school will be considered if the team
determines that it is in the best interest of the student.  Student transfers are considered at the end of the school
year only.

Enrollment in Buncombe County Middle College

Students in grades 11 and 12 are eligible to apply to Middle College.  Students interested in applying to Middle
College are advised to contact our school to request information.

Graduation Requirements

To earn a high school diploma at Buncombe County Early College and Middle College, students will complete all
required credits according to the North Carolina Future-Ready Core/UNC Minimum Graduation Requirements.
This includes:

4 English credits -- I, II, III, IV
4 Math credits -- I, II, III, and one credit beyond Math III
3 Science credits -- Earth Science, Biology, and Physical Science and/or Chemistry
4 Social Studies credits -- World, Civics, American History I and II (course sequence will be updated in 2022)
2 Foreign Language credits
1 Health and PE credit
Up to 10 Elective credits -- to be completed with college courses

As noted, Early College students must successfully complete a minimum of 10 college courses (3 credit hours or
above in order to earn the required high school elective credits.  Also, Early College students will complete one
course or a sequence of A-B Tech courses to earn other high school course requirements.  Currently this includes:

Health and PE -- PED 110 and PED 211
4th Math -- MAT 143 or MAT 152 or MAT 171
English IV -- ENG 111, ENG 112, and ENG 242

Students must meet minimum GPA requirements or earn the requisite scores on the A-B Tech placement test in
order to enroll in these courses.  Additionally, students must earn credit for ENG 111 and ENG 112 in order to
proceed with most courses at A-B Tech.

If a student does not earn the requisite score or successfully earn credit for ENG 111 and 112, it may be
necessary to determine a more appropriate pathway.  Likewise, if a student is repeatedly unsuccessful in
earning college credits with a grade of C or better, it may become impossible for that student to earn a high
school diploma.  In either case, we would need to explore a high school completion plan instead of an associate
degree pathway, and a transfer to their base high school may be necessary.
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Promotion Guidelines

To be promoted, students must have earned credit for at least 75% of the total credits available to them in that
year.

Grading

Grades at BCEC and BCMC should give students and their families accurate and meaningful feedback that supports
and encourages student learning.  According to the State Board of Education policy, the scale for high school
course grades will be:

A:  90-100
B:  80-89
C:  70-79
D:  60-69
F:  Below 60

Progress Reports and Report Cards

At the mid-point of each nine-week grading period, students and parents can access progress reports for each
class in PowerSchool.  Teachers are expected to provide a written progress report and call parents when a student
is not progressing satisfactorily.  In addition, teachers will regularly maintain student grades in the PowerSchool
system.  Students and parents can check grades at any time through PowerSchool.

Printed copies of report cards are made available in PowerSchool to every student at the end of each nine-week
grading period.  Printed copies may be requested.  The report card will identify the student’s nine-week grade,
cumulative number of absences for each class, and academic progress comments, if the subject teacher feels
these are appropriate.  At the end of each semester, a final semester exam grade and a final semester grade will
also be reported.

Report cards for students who have earned a D or F in any class will be mailed to the home address on file.
Parents are welcome to pick up a copy of their student’s report card in the main office.

After-School Support and Tutoring

All students are encouraged to take advantage of after-school study support sessions offered Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 2:10 am - 3:45 pm.  Any Year One or Year Two student staying after school must report to the
study support room and sign-in.  Students must remain with the teacher until 3:45 pm unless a parent comes into
the office to sign them out.  All students must be picked up by 4:00 pm. Because this time is set aside specifically
for students to enhance their academic achievements, students must have a legitimate educational reason to
stay. Any student who stays after school but fails to report to, remain in, or participate in the study support
session will jeopardize their privilege to receive after school support and may be subject to disciplinary
consequences.

Student Support Meetings

If we have concerns about a student’s progress in any area, we may suggest a meeting with the parents to discuss
the nature of the concern and to identify the most appropriate goals and supports.  These meetings typically
include teachers, the school counselor, and administration.  These meetings are most often held after 2:00 in
Birch.  Parents are always invited to request a meeting for his or her student and may contact our school counselor
to do so: (828) 232-4123.
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Testing and Assessments

All courses require a comprehensive exam at the end of the term.  High school students are required to take North
Carolina End-of-Course Tests in Math I or III, Biology, and English II.  Final exams count as 25 percent of a student’s
final grade in each high school course. There are no exam exemptions in Buncombe County high schools.

According to State requirements, each tenth grade student is required to take the PreACT (the State-mandated
test for assessing college readiness) during the Fall semester.  According to State requirements, each eleventh
grade student will be required to take the ACT test during the Spring semester.  Each twelfth grade student will be
encouraged to take either the SAT or the ACT for 4-year college or university admissions.  Some students may also
be required to complete the Workkeys assessment.

Curriculum and Sensitive Issues

Buncombe County Schools has a clear policy regarding teaching about sensitive issues.  The policy recognizes that
sensitive issues are an inherent part of our democratic tradition and an indispensable part of education.  In
addition, the policy outlines the expectations for teachers when course material may be controversial or sensitive
in nature.  If you are interested in learning more about these expectations, please refer to BCS Board Policy #3210.

Because Early College and Middle College students are also A-B Tech students, they will study material with
mature content much earlier than other high school students. Please be advised that college course objectives,
class discussions, textbooks, computer filters, and library materials are not modified for high school students.
Of course, we will make every effort to ensure that the classes in which your student is enrolled in are appropriate
for him or her, but we cannot monitor all information students can access on the college campus.

Four and Five-Year Plan Options

BCEC students typically take five years to complete the necessary courses for a high school diploma and associate
degree.  We can also work with students for whom it makes sense to complete their degrees in four years. Both
BCEC and BCMC students have the option to complete an additional year of high school (grade 13) to complete the
necessary courses for a career certification, and/or associate’s degree.  Students who are motivated and ready to
graduate in four years with their high school diploma and an Associate in Arts or Science degree must take a more
rigorous course load each semester, more dual enrollment courses and/or summer classes.  The decision to
accelerate is typically made in the Spring semester of Year Two.

There are both benefits and drawbacks to electing to accelerate the Early College experience, and we will share
this information with students who may be considering the four-year options.  Students who elect for the
accelerated four-year sequence can always choose to finish in five years if they determine that is necessary.  Along
with our advising, students are responsible for ensuring that they are on track for graduation and are taking the
courses that they need each semester. Students on the four-year plan who fail more than 2 courses will be off
track to earn their college degree will return to the five-year plan.

Student Academic Grievances

According to Buncombe County Board of Education Policy #3432, students and parents should have redress for
grievances regarding the evaluation of academic performance in high school courses.  Therefore, at any time a
student believes he or she has a grievance regarding the evaluation of an academic assignment, the student may
report the grievance to the principal.  The student should provide his or her name and a description of the
grievance giving rise to the complaint.  The principal will investigate the incident and reach a decision within three
(3) school days.  The principal is empowered to change the grade if, after investigation, the principal determines
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that the evaluation was arbitrary and capricious.  A written copy of the decision will be sent to the student and
parent/guardians.

Students should follow A-B Tech’s Policy and Procedures for an academic grievance for an A-B Tech course.
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BCEC and BCMC 2022-2023 Regular DAILY SCHEDULES

Monday through Thursday

Block 1 8:30 am – 9:55 am
Block 2 10:00 am – 11:20 am
Block 3 11:25 am – 12:30 pm

Ist Lunch 11:25 am -11:55 am
2nd CORE 12:00 pm -12:30 pm

or
Ist CORE 11:25 am -11:55 pm

2nd Lunch 12:00 pm -12:30 pm
or

Middle College Advisory

Block 4 12:35 pm – 2:05 pm
Block 5 2:10pm –3:45 pm*

Friday (Interest Group Schedule)

Block 1 8:30 am – 9:45 am
Block 2 9:50 am – 11:05 am
Block 3 11:10 am – 12:40 pm

Ist Lunch 11:10 am -11:40 am
2nd IG 11:50 am -12:40 pm

or
Ist IG 11:10 am -12:00 pm

2nd Lunch 12:10 pm -12:40 pm

Block 4 12:45 pm – 2:05 pm
Block 5 2:10 pm –3:45 pm*

After-School:  2:10 pm -3:45 pm -- Daily, Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday

* 5th Block does not meet on Tuesdays
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BCEC and BCMC Special Schedules 2022-2023

Two Hour Delay Schedule

Block 1 - 10:30 am - 11:15 am
Year 1 and 2 students report to 2nd Block, then
Lunch  - 11:20 am - 11:50 am (All Year Ones and Twos
to cafe with 2nd block teacher)
Block 2 - 12:00 pm -12:55 pm
Block 4 - 1:00 pm - 2:05 pm
Dismissal

Three Hour Delay Schedule

Lunch - 11:15 am - 11:45 am (BCEC only)
Block 1 - 11:50 am - 12:30 pm
Block 2 - 12:35 pm - 1:15 pm
Block 4 - 1:20 pm - 2:05 pm
Dismissal
Block 5 - 2:10 pm - 3:45 pm

Block 5 - 2:10 pm - 3:45 pm

Year 3-5 students will need to check A-B Tech's schedule for any weather-related delays.  As always, let your high
school teacher know if you will be missing a class due to attendance in a college course.  If you have to miss your
high school block due to a college course but can attend the high school class at a different block, you are
expected to do so.

Early Dismissal Schedule

Currently Buncombe County Schools has identified seven Early Dismissal days in the school year for teachers to

collaborate with colleagues and to complete paperwork obligations.  High school classes only will follow the

schedule below on these days:

September 29 (Th)
October 31 (M)
January 24 (T)

February 15 (W)

March 24 (F)
May 5 (F)
June 9 (F)

1st block: 8:30 am -9:15 am
2nd block: 9:20 am -10:05 am
4th block: 10:10 am -10:55 am
Lunch/CORE/Advisory:

Ist Lunch 10:55 am-11:25 am
2nd CORE 11:35 am -11:55 am

or
Ist CORE 11:00 am -11:20 am
2nd Lunch 11:20 am -11:50 am -- Return directly to buses

Dismiss for Buses:11:55 am (Buses leave at 12:00)
5th Block: 12:00 pm - 12:55 pm

Activity/All-School Meeting Schedule

1st block: 8:30 am - 9:25 am
2nd block: 9:30 am -10:25 am
4th block: 10:30 am - 11:25 am

1st Lunch/2nd Core:  11:25 am - 11:55 am
2nd Lunch/ 1st Core: 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm

All-School Meeting (In Ferguson): 12:35 pm -1:50 pm
Buses dismiss at regular time
5th Block (Regular Schedule): 2:10 pm - 3:45 pm
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COLLEGE COURSE POLICIES
Course Loads

In order to meet minimum enrollment requirements, all students must enroll in at least three high school or
(3-hour) college courses each semester.  Most Year Three, Four, and Five students will enroll in 4 or 5 courses per
semester, including both high school and college courses. Our student support team is willing to consider
extenuating circumstances that would warrant fewer or additional courses each semester.

Course Grades

Students must earn a C or higher in order to earn college credit for a course.  A grade of D in a college course will
earn high school credit only. Per BCEC/BCMC policy, students who fail one or more college courses will be
re-enrolled in the course(s) the following semester and will be responsible for any additional textbook costs
associated with repeating the course.  Academic consequences will be lifted after the student has a successful
semester, with no Ds, Fs, or Withdrawals.

Course Withdrawals

Students will not be allowed to drop any college courses until they have met with the school counselor and have
completed our course withdrawal form, including required signatures.  Unless the withdrawal occurs within the
first 10 days of the course, students who withdraw from a college course will receive an F for that course on their
high school transcript.  Students will also receive an F on the high school transcript if they do not attend a course
and are considered a “No Show.”  The failing grade will be removed when the student retakes and passes the
course the following semester. Students are responsible for the full cost of any assigned textbooks associated
with withdrawing from a course.

If withdrawing from a course will leave a student with fewer than three courses, they will be enrolled in a
minimester course as available or assigned to a mandatory College Support block each day for the remainder of
the semester.

Consequences for Course Failures and Withdrawals

BCEC and BCMC have high standards for our students and for their success.  We provide many types of support,
and we also expect students to take responsibility for their own learning and for their personal pathways.
Therefore, college course failures and withdrawals should be rare.  Course failures and/or withdrawals not only
cost us additional dollars for tuition and textbooks, but they also jeopardize a student’s path to successfully
complete their degree.

In order to support students to make productive choices and to promote their best efforts, we have developed the
following policy and practices:

Initial D, F, or Withdrawal:  Academic Supervision

● Mandatory contact with parent/guardian to share academic status
● Mandatory College Support or After-School assigned one time per week

Second D, F, or Withdrawal:  Academic Probation

● Mandatory student-led meeting with parent/guardian to discuss barriers and solutions
● Mandatory weekly check-in with each A-B Tech instructor
● Mandatory College Support or After-School assigned two times per week
● Limited college course enrollment
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Third D, F, or Withdrawal:  Academic Suspension

● Third mandatory student-led meeting with parent/guardian to discuss barriers and solutions
● Mandatory weekly check-in with each A-B Tech instructor
● Mandatory College Support or After-School assigned three times per week
● Restricted college course enrollment
● High school completion plan may be recommended

Per BCEC/BCMC policy, students who fail one or more college courses will be re-enrolled in the course(s) the
following semester and will be responsible for any additional textbook costs associated with repeating the course.
Academic consequences will be lifted after the student has a successful semester, with no Ds, Fs, or Withdrawals.

Students who are on Academic Suspension for two consecutive semesters will be placed on a high school
diploma completion plan and/or the recommendation may be made to return to their base school.

As always, we reserve the right to consider extenuating circumstances that may have a bearing on any student’s
academic performance and therefore propose alternatives to the steps outlined above.

In addition to these BCEC/BCMC guidelines, students are also held to A-B Tech Standards for Academic Progress:

● Students who earn less than a 2.0 in college courses in a semester will be placed on academic
warning.

● Students earning less than a 2.0 in the subsequent semester will be placed on academic probation.

● Students with a third consecutive semester of a GPA less than 2.0 will be suspended from enrollment
in A-B Tech classes for the next semester.

Online and Minimester Class Policy

A-B Tech offers a number of online and minimester courses that are available to Buncombe County Early College
and Middle College students.  However, these formats require a different degree of time management and
academic skill because of the independent nature or fast pace of the coursework.  Therefore, in order to better
ensure student success, we have established several guidelines to determine who is eligible to take online or
mini-mester courses.

1) Students must have a minimum 3.0 college GPA and a minimum 3.0 unweighted high school GPA in order
to enroll in an A-B Tech online or minimester course.

2) Students on Academic Probation or Suspension are not eligible to take online or minimester courses.
3) If a student fails or withdraws from an online or minimester course, they must repeat the course the

following semester in a face-to-face format.
4) Year 2 students who are on the 4-year plan may be eligible to enroll in one online Summer course if they

have the required GPA and with approval from the principal.

In some cases, students may choose to take an online or minimester course that we do not recommend.  Our
recommendations for courses are based on students’ past academic performance and/or whether or not the
particular course is required for a student’s degree pathway.
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Summer Courses

Students in good academic standing may enroll in Summer courses at A-B Tech.  Currently, tuition for these
courses is covered through BCEC/BCMC.  Students are still responsible for textbook rental costs.  All course
policies, including withdrawals and failures, apply to courses taken in the Summer.

Textbooks

Textbooks and materials, including calculators, for high school classes are provided for student use.  If any items
are lost, stolen, or damaged, students are responsible for any fees or replacement costs.

Buncombe County Early College and Buncombe County Middle College are currently able to greatly subsidize the
cost of college textbooks/codes for our students.  Students are only required to pay a $10 per course rental fee.
Details for securing college textbooks/codes will be communicated to students through their BCS email.  Students
should regularly monitor their email for this important information.  In the event that students do not secure
college textbooks/codes within the college textbook/code distribution window, students will be personally
responsible for securing their own materials and will not be reimbursed by the school or district.

Students must return all textbooks and materials at the end of each semester.  If a student loses a book or does
not return materials, they cannot be issued textbooks for their courses the following semester until they have paid
the associated fines and replacement costs.

In some cases, students may choose to take a course or courses that we do not recommend.  Our
recommendations for courses are based on students’ past academic performance in that subject and/or whether
or not the particular course is required for a student’s degree pathway.

Students who fail or withdraw from a course will be re-enrolled in that course the following semester.  Also, if a
new textbook or code is required for the course they are repeating, students will be responsible for those costs.
As always, we will consider special circumstances as the need arises.  If a rental textbook is available, the $10
rental fee will be charged again.

A-B Tech Fees and Fines

Most A-B Tech fees for specific courses are paid by BCEC/BCMC. Students are responsible for any fines they incur
from the A-B Tech Library, including overdue fines and usage fees.  Students are also responsible for any parking
fines they receive from A-B Tech Police.  Per A-B Tech’s policy, students can not register for courses until they have
paid all fees owed
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ATTENDANCE INFORMATION

In accordance with Buncombe County School Board Attendance Policy 4400, to obtain credit in a given class, a
student can miss no more than seven days or fourteen days in a year-long course.  A student must be in class for at
least two-thirds of the class period to be counted present.  Both excused and unexcused absences count toward
the total absences.  An “Excused” absence does not mean the absence has been “Waived.”

A student is considered present in the school when in attendance at the following:

● School sponsored field trips or other activities initiated by and scheduled by the school
● Special school events which may require early dismissal from school
● Assignment to and attendance at BCATS (Buncombe Alternative to Suspension)
● College visits approved in advance with proper documentation

Excused and Unexcused Absences

In order for an absence to be excused, a signed note from a parent/guardian explaining the absence is required
within two days of the absence.  These notes must be turned in to the main office.  We cannot accept email
notifications unless a parent phone number is included in the email and parent verifies absence by phone.
Absences are coded as unexcused until documentation is received.

Excessive and unexcused absences may jeopardize a student’s enrollment in Early College and Middle College.
In addition, it is each student’s responsibility to meet attendance guidelines for A-B Tech classes.

The North Carolina State Board of Education accepts the following as reasons for excusable absences:

1.  Illness
2.  Quarantine
3.  Death in Family
4.  Medical Appointments
5.  Court Proceedings
6.  Religious Observances
7.  Family Emergency
8.  Educational Opportunity
9.  Out-of-School Suspension

The following are examples of unexcused absences (and tardies):

1.  Inclement weather unless the school bus schedule is altered
2.  Car trouble
3.  Power Outage
4.  Missing the bus
5.  Oversleeping
6.  Work
7.  Vacations
8. Educational Opportunities not sponsored by school.
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Missed Assignments

After any absence, it is the responsibility of the student to get information from the teacher in order to
successfully complete all make-up assignments, including scheduling a time to take tests.  Because policies for
make-up work vary from instructor to instructor, students are responsible for knowing and adhering to the
missed-work policy for each high school and college instructor.  Projects and work assigned before absences
should be turned in as soon as the student returns to school.  Zeros may be given if missed work due to absences
is not completed in a timely way.

Attendance Make-Up

A student who has a passing average in one or more courses but has exceeded the maximum allowed absences
must attend and satisfactorily complete attendance make-up.   We encourage students to make-up time as soon
after the absence as possible so that the work is more relevant.  It is the student’s responsibility to frequently
check with each of their teachers to determine how many absences they have accrued for each class.

At BCEC/BCMC, students have four options for making up absences:

1)  Schedule a time with the teacher of the course that you have missed to make-up time in his or her
room. The teacher will document that you have completed the make-up time with our data
manager/receptionist.

2)  Schedule a time with an office staff person to make up time in the main office from 7:30 am - 8:30 am.
You must arrive at 7:30 am and stay the whole hour.

3)  Stay in After-School from 2:10 pm - 3:45 pm any afternoon except Tuesday and Friday.   You will need to
sign-in with the after-school teacher, who will verify that you have made up time.

4)  Attend a Saturday Attendance Make-up Session, which may be scheduled each semester from 8:00 pm
to 12:00 pm.  You must arrive at 8:00 am and can stay in one-hour increments depending on how much
time you need to make-up.  The cost is $10 per session.  These sessions are only scheduled as needed and
may not be offered every year.

Attendance Waivers

There may be medical and other special circumstances that allow the administration to waive absences for
students.  Circumstances include: chronic illness, acute illness, hospitalization, court attendance where the student
is not at fault, or death in the family.  A waived absence does not require attendance make-up but students are still
responsible for all work missed.

Students with a chronic illness must provide documentation to the principal or to the school nurse at the
beginning of each year In order for an attendance waiver to be considered.  Students with other compelling
circumstances should bring supporting documentation, with specific dates and times, to the main office within 10
days of the absence.  A doctor’s note does not guarantee a waiver.  The reason for the absence must meet the
waiver criteria stated above.
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Homebound Education

If a student needs to be absent for an extended period because of a severe, prolonged, or chronic illness under a
physician's care, the parent should notify the principal so that arrangements for homebound/hospital-bound or
other appropriate instruction can be made.  Once homebound placement is approved, if a student makes a good
faith effort to complete the work under these conditions, days missed will not be counted against the policy.  This
arrangement shall be made in conjunction with the attending physician and educational personnel.

Attendance Failures

Any student who has missed more than seven days in a semester course will automatically receive an “FF” to
indicate an overage in attendance.  If the student does not attend and satisfactorily complete the required
make-up sessions for each course, no credit will be given and a grade of "F" will be recorded as the final grade for
the course.  All FFs must be cleared prior to graduation or transfer to another school.

Arriving Late or Leaving Early

Arriving on time to class is an important expectation at BCEC/BCMC that promotes both respect for the
learning environment and responsibility for time management.  Students who arrive at school after the
start of class must sign-in in the main office using the Google Form and get a tardy slip to present to the
teacher.  If possible, a parent or the student should call the main office (828-232-4123) to inform us why
the student will be late.

The same guidelines for excused and unexcused absences apply to tardies.  There may be times when a
student must arrive late to class or leave school early due to medical, dental, or other appointments.
Appointments are coded as excused tardies if documentation is provided.  A note documenting any
appointments needs to be turned in to the main office immediately upon return to school in order to
have the tardy excused.

Teachers will address a pattern of late arrivals or early departures from class will be addressed by contacting the
student’s parent or guardian and making a referral to the student support team.

Skipping Class

Students who are in attendance for only part of the school day could be found to be skipping class.  To avoid
potential disciplinary consequences for skipping class, students who arrive after a class or who must leave school
early and will miss a high school class must sign-in/out in the main office and provide a reason for their late arrival
or early dismissal, including a parent note or phone call when possible.  Students who do not follow these
procedures or who do not have a valid reason to miss class will receive disciplinary action, including detention or
suspension of parking privileges for repeated offenses.

BCEC/BCMC Student Handbook 2022-2023 Updated 6/2022 14



GENERAL INFORMATION
School Calendars

This year, BCEC/BCMC will operate on the same calendar as Buncombe County Schools.  Year Three, Four, and Five
students are responsible for being familiar with our high school calendar as well as the A-B Tech calendar:

2022-2023 BCS Academic Calendar

2022-2023 A-B Tech College Calendar

1:1 Devices

All students are assigned a laptop computer for educational use.  Our expectation is that students bring their
charged devices to school daily. Students are required to use their school-assigned device in all high school
classes. Students will be able to take the devices home and bring them back to school for classroom use.
These devices can also be used for A-B Tech classes as well, and we have updated our BCS network on campus to
make those connections more reliable.  Students are also responsible for performing regular updates as
prescribed.  If students choose to use a personal computer for their A-B Tech courses, they are responsible for
those devices and parents acknowledge that typical content filters are not in place.

Students must bring any device that has been damaged to the main office immediately.  The cause of the damage
will be determined, and any intentional damage due to negligence may be subject to a replacement fee for the
device.  Students who lose or damage their device or charger will be charged a replacement fee.

Care and Use

School-issued BCS 1:1 devices should be used for educational purposes. Students are to adhere to the Technology
Responsible Use and Internet Safety policies at all times.

General Care:
● Always place food or drink far away from the BCS 1:1 device.
● Always carefully attach cords, cables, and removable storage devices.
● Never lift the BCS 1:1 device by the screen.
● Keep the BCS 1:1 device’s fan vents free from obstruction.
● Never use the BCS 1:1 device with the power cord plugged in when the cord may be a tripping hazard.
● Avoid subjecting the BCS 1:1 device to extreme conditions. (e.g. extreme hot or cold, rain, damp locations,

etc.)
● BCS 1:1 device must remain free of any writing, drawing, etching, or stickers that are not the property of

BCS. Never remove or deface BCS or manufacturer labels.

Additional information on the care and use of 1:1 devices is available through Buncombe County Schools Device
User Guide.

Internet Use

BCEC/BCMC classrooms are connected to Buncombe County Schools wireless routers and are therefore subject to
the same filter requirements as the rest of the district.  All Early College and Middle College students may use
computer labs, the library, and other facilities available to A-B Tech students.  As part of the college environment,
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computer use on the A-B Tech campus outside of BCS classrooms is not regulated by BCS and does not provide the
same level of filtering for users.

Counseling Services

Counseling services are available for every student at BCEC and BCMC.  These services include assistance with
educational planning, schedule problems, testing, interpretation of test scores, occupational information, career
information, job placement, help with home, school and/or social concerns, or any questions the student would
like to discuss with the counselor.  To ensure that all students have equal opportunity to use counseling services
and to minimize class time lost, students may schedule appointments with the counselor before or after school,
during CORE/Advisory, or between classes.

Students may also schedule appointments with our A-B Tech College Liaison.

Photo Statement

It is the school system’s procedure not to require parent permission for students to be photographed, videotaped,
and/or interviewed by system employees or media on routine school topics, activities for public information,
awards and honors, instructional and promotional purposes. Parents, guardians, or eligible students may request
not to be photographed, videotaped and/or interviewed by notifying the school in writing within ten (10) days
of the beginning of the school year.

School Meals

All students may receive breakfast at no charge, which is served on the first floor of Birch each morning.  Lunch
will be provided through Buncombe County Schools’ food services and will be served in A-B Tech’s café.  Students
must have their student number to purchase lunch.    Because we share A-B Tech’s cafe space, students should
take care to clean up after themselves and behave maturely.  Students are required to remain in the designated
areas during lunch.  Year 1 and 2 students may use the patio area during lunch if a teacher is present and has given
permission for students to do so.

Students may qualify for free and reduced lunches (FRL) and should submit the appropriate forms at the start of
each school year.  Students are required to pay for all lunches until the forms have been turned in and approved.
Questions regarding the program should be directed to our cafeteria manager.

Other Food Policies

Per A-B Tech policy, and to keep our classrooms as clean as possible, students should not have food or drinks in the
classroom, except in the case of schedule issues that necessitate meals in classrooms.  All food trash must be
disposed of in the larger trash cans with black garbage bags located in the hallways or in the lobby.  Students are
permitted and encouraged to have water in a spill-proof container in the classroom.

Students may not have food delivered.  Students may bring food from off-campus, but the food must be eaten in
the lobby or other appropriate spaces on campus and students may not take food or drinks into classrooms.
Students who repeatedly arrive tardy to school with food may be subject to disciplinary action. School fundraisers
and events involving food must be approved by the principal in advance.
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Student Records and Transcripts

A parent or eligible student may not be denied the right to inspect and review a student’s educational record.
Please contact the school counselor if you wish to see your educational record. High School transcripts may be
requested in the main office. A-B Tech Transcripts can be requested through A-B Tech Student Services.

Inclement Weather

BCEC and BCMC generally follow the Buncombe County Schools’ inclement weather procedures, with specific
exceptions for college courses noted here.

If Buncombe County Schools are closed, our high school classes will not meet and students’ neighborhood buses
will not run. College courses for Year One and Year Two students will also be cancelled if Buncombe County
Schools are closed. If Buncombe County Schools are delayed, our high school classes also follow a delay
schedule. The same procedures apply if individual districts are closed or delayed.  Students are responsible for
any assignments they miss due to district closings, and BCEC/BCMC teachers will work with them to help them
make-up this work.

If Buncombe County Schools are closed but A-B Tech is open or on a late-start schedule, students should attend
college classes if they can travel to campus safely. Student drivers should exercise good personal judgment, and if
students cannot make it to campus, they should immediately email their college instructors to let them know they
will be absent due to weather.  Students should also be familiar with how college class start times are affected by a
late-start.

Please see A-B Tech’s Inclement Weather Policies and Schedule.

Accident or Illness

If a student is injured or becomes ill while at school, he or she is to report his/her condition to the nearest teacher
or staff member who will notify the main office.  If appropriate, the student is to report to or be brought to an
administrator.  The parent or guardian will be called and informed of the student’s condition.  If the injury or illness
is so severe that medical attention is needed immediately, an ambulance will be called.

Medications

Medication may be left at the school for individual students but this MUST be accompanied by a physician’s order
and kept in the main office.  School personnel will dispense non-prescription medication and prescribed
medications on either a regular or short-term basis.  Prescription drugs must be kept in the original bottle and
taken only as prescribed under the supervision of trained school staff.  The prescribing physician and
parent/guardian are both required to complete the proper authorization forms before medications can be given.
Forms may be obtained from the main office or may be downloaded from the Buncombe County Schools’ website.
Students distributing or selling prescription drugs will be disciplined to the fullest extent possible according to the
Buncombe County Schools Board policies.

Visitors

ALL visitors must register in the main office and wear a visitor pass while on campus. Students may not have
visitors on campus unless it has been approved by the administration in advance.  Before leaving, visitors should
sign out in the main office.  Parents are welcome and encouraged to visit our classrooms.  We ask that you call our
main office to let us know when and who you would like to visit.
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School Email

BCEC and BCMC staff and A-B Tech instructors rely on email to communicate important information with students.
Our expectation is that students will check both their BCS email account and their A-B Tech email account regularly
to ensure they receive timely information and to respond to important requests.

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION and POLICIES

Buncombe County will provide transportation for students during their first two years in Early College.  Students
will ride the bus to their district high school, where they will be transported to BCEC on the A-B Tech campus.
Parents dropping their student off at the district high school need to verify with that school when their bus will
depart for BCEC. Our classes begin at 8:30 am.  Afternoon buses will leave the campus each day at 2:00 and return
to the district high schools.

If students’ transportation is different from their norm, we must have a written note from the parents,
including parent contact information, approved by an administrator on file in the office NO LATER THAN
8:30 am that morning.  Last-minute requests will not be honored, specifically those that pertain to
students riding home with other students on the bus or in a car.

- Parents/guardians may choose to drop students off at the designated area on the side of Birch
building.  Students must be in class by 8:30 am.

- Supervision is not guaranteed for students arriving on campus before 8:00 am or departing
campus after 4 pm.

Use of the city bus is not recommended in the first two years at Early College.  If a family determines
that city bus use is needed for transportation purposes, a written note must be approved by the
principal and kept on file in the office. BCEC/BCMC students are not permitted to use private
transportation services, such as Uber or Lyft.

Due to the variety of individual schedules, beginning in Year Three students may need to be
responsible for providing their own transportation to and from school.  In some circumstances,
older students may need to utilize the school bus.  They must first meet with the counselor or an
administrator to make arrangements to do so.  College class schedules for older students cannot be
adjusted to meet the school bus schedule.

Driver’s Education

Driver’s Education classes are held at district high schools and online through WRESA.  Once a student has
completed Driver’s Education classes, Driver Eligibility Certificates can be obtained in the main office. Students
must provide documentation of completion of Driver’s Education classes prior to obtaining a Driver Eligibility
Certificate. Please note, certificates are only valid for 30 days from date of issuance.

Policies for Student Drivers
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Driving and parking on campus are two important privileges for BCEC and BCMC students, and this privilege may
be revoked if driving leads to issues that are getting in the way of students’ success or violations of our safety
policies, including but not limited to excessive tardies, excessive absences, or skipping class.

Students are subject to all A-B Tech, Buncombe County Schools, and Buncombe County Early College and Middle
College rules and regulations while in their cars on the A-B Tech campus.  Violations of A-B Tech, BCS, or BCEC and
BCMC rules may result in the parking permit being revoked and/or disciplinary action.  School administrators may
search cars driven by students if the administrator determines that there is “reasonable suspicion” a school or
state law is being violated.

Parking -- Student drivers are responsible for applying annually for a parking permit through the A-B Tech
Police Department.  An initial one week grace period will be granted to allow time for the permit to be obtained
and the driver’s contract to be turned in with required signatures.  After this time, parking tickets will be issued.
A-B Tech parking permits must be placed on the left corner of the back window or left bumper of the vehicle
before parking on the A-B Tech campus.  Student drivers may park on A-B Tech’s campus in designated student
spaces only.  Drivers are responsible for paying for parking tickets.  Failure to do so may jeopardize future A-B Tech
course registration and future parking permits.

Passengers -- Students must follow DMV laws regarding transporting passengers while students have
provisional licenses. Additionally, drivers are legally responsible for all passengers.  Because BCEC and BCMC
cannot monitor when older students leave campus or who rides with whom, parents and their student must
establish expectations about whether he or she may transport passengers.

Leaving Campus -- Student drivers are allowed to leave campus, including for lunch, if their class schedule
permits.  Again, parents and students should establish if and where students may drive off campus during
non-class time.  If students leave for lunch, they are not allowed to bring food back to the classrooms.  Parking and
traffic difficulties are not legitimate reasons for being tardy or absent to any class.  If leaving campus leads to any
issues with tardies, skipping class, or other discipline incidents, students are in jeopardy of losing their driving and
parking privileges.

Also see A-B Tech’s Traffic and Parking Regulations.

NC Driver’s License Laws

Students are subject to revocation of driver’s license or permit pursuant to two North Carolina laws.  Students
must remain enrolled in school and make required progress toward a high school diploma, including passing 75%
of enrolled courses per semester.  Also, students who are given a suspension or placement in an alternative
educational setting of longer than 10 days for possession/sale of alcohol or controlled substances on school
property, bringing/possessing/using a weapon on school property, or assault on school personnel on school
property will forfeit driving privileges.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT and COMMUNICATION

Maintaining proactive communication and parent involvement is an integral part of the operation and
improvement of our school.  Early College and Middle College faculty and staff pledge to keep in touch with
parents regularly, particularly if they have concerns about a student.  In order to do so, parents need to keep their
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mailing address, phone numbers and emails current.  Should any of these methods of contact change, parents
should update through the Parent Portal in PowerSchool.

PowerSchool -- Parent Portal

The Parent Portal through PowerSchool gives parents access to information about their student’s assignments,
grades, and attendance.  Information in PowerSchool also populates to our SchoolMessenger, which is our
primary vehicle for broad communication with students and families.

The Parent Portal will allow access to online forms through the Registration icon to update phone numbers,
contacts, medical information etc.  The school will receive a notification when data has been changed and the new
data will be imported to PowerSchool.  If an address change is entered, a proof of residency has to be provided in
person to the school before that data can be imported to PowerSchool.

Grade Information

All parents have access to the PowerSchool Parent Portal and can view their student’s attendance, current grades
and other resources.  The parent portal has a single sign-on access, meaning that parents will be able to monitor
all of their children’s progress with one username and password.

While parents do not have direct access to their student’s college assignments and grades on A-B Tech’s Moodle,
students can log-in to their Moodle account for each college course and show their parents both assignments and
grades.  Additional information is available through A-B Tech’s Web Advisor, which provides students’ access to a
great deal of personalized college information including course schedules, a degree progress report, and unofficial
college transcripts.

Early College and Middle College Advisory Council

The BCEC and BCMC Advisory Council members include stakeholders who can provide different perspectives on
our school community.  The members receive updates on the direction of the school and provide input to the
principal.  The Advisory Council meets four times per year.  Any parent is invited to join the Advisory Council and
should express interest to the principal by the beginning of each school year.

The BCEC and BCMC Advisory Council meeting dates will be published on our website.

Early College and Middle College School Improvement Team

The school improvement process allows for input from stakeholders, including parents and student
representatives.  This collaboration affords the opportunity to support the instructional programs and meet the
needs of all students.

Parents are to be elected yearly in accordance with GS 115-C-105.27.  Parents serving on School Improvement
Teams (SIT) shall reflect the racial and socioeconomic composition of the students enrolled in that school and shall
not be members of the building level staff.  Elected parent representatives are voting members of the SIT.  All
other parents, students, and community members are invited and encouraged to attend SIT meetings as
observers.  Parents interested in serving on the school improvement team should notify the principal in writing or
by email by the end of August each year.

The BCEC and BCMC School Improvement Team dates will be published on our website.
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Volunteer Tracker

BCEC and BCMC have several different opportunities for parent volunteers, including test proctors, tutors, and
chaperones for school trips.  Interested volunteers must complete an application through Volunteer Tracker.

SCHOOL SAFETY INFORMATION

The safety of our students is of the utmost importance. We are particularly sensitive to the fact that our young
students are attending high school on a college campus.  To increase their safety as they become accustomed to
this environment, we have special guidelines in place for our Early College Year One and Year Two students so that
they have ongoing adult supervision during the school day.

Year One and Year Two students will walk with a teacher on the way to and from lunch, and all students should use
the pedestrian bridge to cross Victoria Road.  Year One and Year Two students should not be without the
supervision of an adult while on campus.

Every Early College and Middle College student and staff member has the right to feel safe at school. Concerns
about safety or anything that might place BCEC and BCMC or A-B Tech at risk should be reported immediately to
one or more of the following:

- the principal (828) 232-4123
- A-B Tech security (828) 279-3166
- any staff member

Early College students in Years Three, Four and Five and Middle College students are not directly supervised
unless attending a high school class or college support. Parents and students are encouraged to discuss family
expectations for safe and orderly behavior on the college campus when students are not in high school classes.

School Bus Passenger Conduct and Safety

BCEC and BCMC students are responsible for following all rules and regulations of the district high school when
they are on campus, including on the school bus.  Using Buncombe County Schools transportation is a privilege
that can be revoked if there is misconduct.

SCHOOL-WIDE EXPECTATIONS

One of our most important goals is to provide a safe, engaging learning environment for all students and staff at
Buncombe County Early College and Middle College.  We want to ensure that students understand what is
expected of them in all settings, to acknowledge when students are demonstrating these positive behaviors, and
to respond with appropriate and effective consequences when expectations are not met.  With student input, we
have identified these school-wide expectations:
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At BCEC and BCMC, we believe in:

Responsibility

We have the ability, freedom, and confidence to make choices and decisions that bring us closer to our own goals

and highest potential.

We reflect on our choices and take responsibility for our actions in order to show integrity, develop self-advocacy,

and to move forward with integrity.

Respect

We acknowledge and honor the dignity, rights, and feelings of each individual in our school community.  We

communicate this respect every day through our words and actions.

We value others’ shared experiences in order to show empathy for one another.  We are able to hold our own

beliefs and values and still respect and connect with others who may have different views.

Creativity

We know that life will always present us with interesting challenges that require flexible thinking to embrace and

adapt to change.

We demonstrate a willingness to consider new ideas and to challenge ourselves to consider creative solutions to

problems.

Courage

We trust ourselves to have the strength and presence of mind to move through challenges, stretch ourselves, and

take healthy risks that will move us forward on our path.

We know that in order to grow as people, we must be willing to be vulnerable and resilient so that we can accept

feedback and persist toward our vision for ourselves.

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT

Our BCEC and BCMC Code of Conduct promotes a safe, respectful, and learning-focused environment for all
students.  We expect all students to give their best effort every day and to treat others in a caring and respectful
manner.  We expect students to make choices that promote their own safety and the safety of others on campus,
to avoid behaviors that may jeopardize their academic success, and to act maturely and with integrity.  Students
should come to class with an open mind and should participate appropriately so that learning time is maximized
for all students.

Students should always remember that when they are on the campus of A-B Tech, they represent Buncombe
County Early College and Middle College.  As part of our school community, students should demonstrate a
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commitment to meet these expectations, and the consequences for not doing so are intended to promote
personal responsibility.

In addition to the Early College and Middle College expectations, students must also follow all A-B Tech guidelines
for student behavior as outlined in the A-B Tech student handbook.

Academic Integrity

Buncombe County Early College and Middle College is a school of high expectations.  We believe in academic
integrity, honesty, and trust.  Students should do their work so they can do their own learning.  Cheating, including
plagiarism, of any kind is not tolerated.

Students found to be cheating or plagiarizing work, or assisting another student to cheat, will receive a failing
grade for the assignment.  We will also contact the parent, and the student will receive a discipline referral.  A
second incident of academic dishonesty could lead to failure of the course or dismissal from Buncombe County
Early College and Middle College and/or A-B Tech.

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices

Cell phones and some electronic devices are allowed at Early College and Middle College and on the A-B Tech
campus.  However, cell phones and other personal electronic devices must be put away during class time unless
otherwise instructed by the teacher for instructional purposes.  Students may not video or audio record a teacher,
classmate(s) or a class without prior consent from the teacher.  Students should also adhere to guidelines for
personal communication devices in BCS Board Policy # 4318.

The following steps will be taken if students are using phones or other devices inappropriately:

● 1st offense: Verbal warning
● 2nd offense: Teacher will ask student to take phone to the main office for student to pick up at the end of

the day.
● 3rd offense:  Teacher will ask student to take phone to the main office and teacher will call the parent.
● 4th offense: Referral to administration for Code of Conduct Violation with additional disciplinary action.

Dress Code

Early College and Middle College students are in an academic environment and are expected to dress
appropriately and in a neat and clean manner.  The Buncombe County School Board believes that the dress and
personal appearance of students greatly affect their academic performance and their interactions with other
students.  BCEC and BCMC believe that our dress code is representative of the dress expectations that students
would experience in most professional work environments.  If a student’s dress is found to be provocative,
obscene, or causes a disruption to the learning environment, it will be reviewed by administration and may be
deemed a violation of the dress code.  For more information, see BCS Board Policy # 4316.

● Shoes must be worn at all times.
● Clothing should cover all undergarments and abdomens and should be appropriate for a school setting.

Tops should have straps or sleeves.
● Pajamas, bedroom slippers, and costumes are not allowed.
● Clothing and accessories that advertise illegal items (including all tobacco products), is sexual or violent in

nature, discriminatory and/or vulgar, or potentially disruptive are prohibited.
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● Any clothing that has the potential to create significant discord among members of our school community
can be prohibited. An administrator will make that decision based on the potential for substantial
disruption to the instructional process and will work with families to reach reasonable solutions.

Students found to be in violation of the dress code will first be given the option to change or correct the dress
code issue.  If the student does not comply with the initial request, he or she will be referred directly to an
administrator who will determine the most appropriate disciplinary consequence.  Repeat dress code offenses are
considered Code of Conduct violations.

Use of A-B Tech Space and Birch Lobby

Year Three, Four, and Five BCEC and BCMC students are welcome to use designated common spaces on campus if
they do so in an appropriate manner and in a way that reflects positively on our school community.

The Birch lobby is one of many locations on the A-B Tech campus designed for social connection, study, and leisure
for students.  The lobby is particularly special to BCEC and BCMC students because of its proximity to our high
school classrooms.  While it may feel like a part of the campus that “belongs” to Early College and Middle College
students, it is important to know that the space is shared with other A-B Tech students and staff.

The following rules apply to our use of A-B Tech space in general and to the Birch Lobby in particular:

● Students should take care to treat all areas on campus with respect, including picking up after themselves
and disposing of trash in the appropriate manner.

● Students must make sure the volume of conversations is kept at an appropriate level and that language,
including gestures, is appropriate at all times.

● Year One and Year Two students are not allowed to be in the Birch lobby or other areas away from the
main Birch hallway without supervision.

● Students may not play group games, including video games, in the Birch Lobby.  Students who have time
to play video games or watch videos must have the volume off or use headphones.  Video games or videos
must be school-appropriate.  (No M or R rated materials.)

● Students may not engage in public displays of affection in any area on campus.

Tobacco and e-cigarettes

A-B Tech is a tobacco-free campus.  Additionally, the use or possession of tobacco or e-cigarettes is not permitted
by Buncombe County School Board policy # 4320:

In support of the board’s commitments and state and federal law, students are prohibited from using or possessing
any tobacco product or e-cigarette product:

1) in any school building, on any school campus, and in or on any other school property owned or
operated by the school board, including school vehicles;

2) at any school-related activity, including athletic events; or
3) when the student is subject to the supervision of school personnel, including during school trips.

Students in violation of the tobacco-free rules will be subject to discipline from both the high school and A-B Tech,
including short-term suspension and a search of the individual student and his or her possessions

BCEC/BCMC Student Handbook 2022-2023 Updated 6/2022 24



Alcohol and Illegal Drugs

The use or possession of controlled substances or possession of paraphernalia as defined by North Carolina Law,
including alcohol, is prohibited on school property at all times, which includes school sponsored activities or
events.  Possession of substances that simulate controlled substances is also prohibited.  Students in violation of
this policy will be subject to discipline from both the high school and A-B Tech, including possible legal action.

Sale or distribution of drugs, narcotics, or alcohol on campus or within 1000 yards of campus is a violation of
federal and state law, and will result in 10 days out-of-school suspension, legal action, and/or long-term
suspension. For more information, see BCS Board Policy # 4325.

Discrimination, Harassment, and Bullying

BCEC and BCMC and the Buncombe County School Board acknowledges the dignity and worth of all students and
employees and strives to create a safe, orderly, caring and inviting school environment to facilitate student
learning and achievement.  The board will not tolerate any form of unlawful discrimination, harassment or bullying
in any of its educational or employment activities or programs.  See BCS Board Policy 1710/4020/7230.

Bullying, taunting, personal or sexual harassment, racial slurs or intimidation will result in immediate disciplinary
action.  Per BCS Board Policy:

It shall be unlawful for any student in any college or school in the State to engage in what is known as hazing, or to
aid or abet any other student in the commission of this offense.  For the purposes of this section hazing is defined
as follows:  "to annoy any student by playing abusive or ridiculous tricks upon him, to frighten, scold, beat or
harass him, or to subject him to personal indignity."  Any violation of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), imprisonment for not more than six months, or
both.  (1913, c.169,ss.1,2,3,4:C.S., s4217; 1969, c. 1224, 2.1.)

Upon conviction of any student of the offense of hazing, or of abetting in the commission of this offense, he shall,
in addition to any punishment imposed on the court, be expelled from the college or school he is attending.  The
faculty or governing board of any college or school charged with the duty of expulsion of students for proper cause
shall, upon such conviction at once expel the offender, and a failure to do so shall be a misdemeanor. (1913, c. 109;
ss. 5,5; C.S., s. 4218). Any violation of the aforementioned will result in disciplinary action within the school,
criminal charges, and/or possible civil penalties being incurred.

If a student believes that he or she has been subjected to forms of bullying, hazing, or discrimination whether
verbal, written, visual, or physical, the student should immediately report the situation to the school
administration.  If, for any reason, the student is not comfortable reporting to the school officials, then the
complaint should be reported through the Report Bullying link on the BCS website or on the Say Something app.
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Gang and Gang-related Activity

Buncombe County Schools defines a “gang” as any ongoing alliance or association of three or more
individuals, formal or informal, having as one of its primary activities the commission of criminal acts or
purposeful violation of school policy.  Inherent to the gang’s structure is a common set of identifying traits
including names, signs, colors, and symbols.

The following conduct or activity is prohibited and subject to consequences ranging from an initial
warning accompanied by parent contact to assigned periods of short-term suspension to administrative
recommendation for long-term suspension:

● Displaying, possessing or distributing any clothing, jewelry, emblem, visible body marking, or
literature that communicates or symbolizes affiliation with a gang.

● Communicating gang affiliation through either verbal or nonverbal methods including, but not
limited to, hand gestures, drawing, and electronic texting.

● Tagging school or personal property with gang related symbols.
● Harassment, intimidation, or solicitation directed toward a student or staff member relative to

gang activity.

Weapons

Weapons are prohibited on school campus by state law.  Students in possession of weapons/firearms will be
removed from the school campus, and suspended with a recommended long-term suspension up to 365 days and
prosecuted.

Possession by a student of a firearm of any kind anywhere on school property is a felony.  Possession of BB guns,
air pistols, knives and other weapons on school property is a misdemeanor.  It is also unlawful to cause, aid, or
encourage anyone to bring a firearm or other weapon on school property.

Other Disruptive Behaviors

In addition to the specific behaviors outlined above, the following disruptive behaviors are prohibited by
Buncombe County School Board policy # 4315:

● intentional verbal or physical acts that result or have the potential to result in blocking access to school
functions or facilities or preventing the convening or continuation of school-related functions;

● possessing or distributing literature or illustrations that significantly disrupt the educational process or
that are obscene or unlawful;

● engaging in behavior that is immoral, indecent, lewd, disreputable or of an overly sexual nature in the
school setting;

● failing to observe established safety rules, standards and regulations, including on buses and in hallways;
and

● interfering with the operation of school buses, including delaying the bus schedule, getting off at an
unauthorized stop, and willfully trespassing upon a school bus.
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Student Search and Seizure

It is the policy of the Buncombe County Board of Education to allow school officials to conduct reasonable
searches of a student’s person, lockers, automobiles, and other belongings within the school premises.  All
Buncombe County School Board policies apply.  For more information, see school board policy # 4342.

Any student conduct not addressed in this handbook that distracts from the learning environment or

jeopardizes the health or safety of others will be addressed on an individual basis.

Out-of-School Suspension

While certain discipline offenses require Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) as the consequence for the first
infraction, the administration will choose OSS as a final resort to address problems with student discipline.
Students receiving OSS are not allowed on school grounds or at any school function during the days or nights of
the suspension. Students will be readmitted to school following OSS provided a parent conference (by phone or in
person) has been held with the administrator who issued the suspension.

BCATS

Buncombe County Alternative to Suspension (BCATS) is a program that can be used in lieu of Out-of-School
Suspension.  Administrators, at their discretion, may assign this alternative for students who have violated school
rules resulting in the consequence of OSS, in order to give them the opportunity to be successful in their school
work.  Students are given credit for attendance at BCEC/BCMC while attending BCATS which is located on the
Community High School (CHS) campus.  Teachers will send assignments to BCATS, and the student can complete
all work for credit while attending.  Students can only be given the BCATS option once a semester.

If the student/family refuses a BCATS assignment, OSS will be assigned. The number of days for OSS will be at the
discretion of the administrator.

Continued Violation of the Student Code of Conduct

After repeated interventions, should a student continue to violate the code of conduct, the principal may choose
to reevaluate that student’s enrollment in Early College and Middle College with possible recommendation to a
hearing board for long term suspension and reassignment to the original base high school.

Long-Term Suspensions

Long-term suspension is a possible consequence of serious student misconduct and violations of state, system, or
school rules.  Buncombe County School Board Policies outline additional details on serious student misconduct.
Further information regarding the standards and procedures for long-term suspensions, 365-day suspensions and
expulsions is provided in policies 4351, Short- Term Suspension, and 4353, Long-Term Suspension, 365-Day
Suspension, Expulsion. (See also policy 4333, Weapons, Bomb Threats, Terrorist Threats and Clear Threats to
Safety, for information regarding 365-day suspensions for certain violations involving firearms or explosive
devices.)  Those policies are available to any interested parent or citizen online at the Buncombe County Schools
website or upon request.
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A copy of the pertinent policy will be provided to the student and parent in the event long-term suspension is
sought by the school administration.

Hearing Board Committee

In the event a recommendation is made for long-term suspension (more than 10 days), the district Hearing Board
is required to hear all evidence pertaining to the specific disciplinary matter.  The Hearing Board is responsible for

making a final recommendation to the principal who will make a recommendation to the superintendent.

2022-2023 ANNUAL PUBLIC NOTICES

The Annual Public Notices, including FERPA, as required by federal law, can be found on the Buncombe County
Schools website through the Parents tab.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY

In compliance with federal law, Buncombe County Early College and Middle College, and Buncombe County
Schools administers all education programs, employment, activities and admissions without discrimination against
any person on the basis of gender, race, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, age or disability.

Buncombe County Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex in its education programs or activities and is
required by Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972 and federal regulations to not discriminate in such a
manner. This requirement extends to admission and employment. Inquiries about the application of Title IX and its
implementing federal regulations may be referred to the Title IX Coordinator and/or the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights in the Office for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Education. The Title IX Coordinator's contact
information is: Shanon Martin, shanon.martin@bcsemail.org, 828-255-5918, 175 Bingham Road, Asheville, NC
28806.
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