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Content Area / Grade Level: Social Studies / 9th Grade 

Course Title: World Studies I 

Course Description 
This social studies course introduces students to the Maine Learning Results (MLR) graduation 
standards of Economics, History, Geography, Civics, and Application of Social Studies skills.  The 
course will focus on geographic regions of the world that include Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
Latin America, North America, and Europe.  Throughout the course a central theme will be the 
analysis of how economic, political, social, religious, military, and other forces have impacted the 
world and regional development.  Accordingly, students will also be asked to make historical and 
modern connections to each of the regions studied.  In addition to fulfilling the first year of social 
studies graduation requirements, students will demonstrate reading comprehension, research, and 
writing skills.  

Westbrook K-12 Learning Standards 
● History 
● Economics 
● Civics and Government 
● Geography 
● Application of Social Studies Skills 

Guiding Principles / Vision of the Graduate 
● Integrative and Informed Thinker 
● Responsible and Involved Citizen 
● Self-Directed and Lifelong Learner 
● A Clear and Effective Communicator 

Expected Outcomes - Expectations for students upon completion of the course. 
 
Students will be able to  

● analyze historical eras, ideas, and themes and make connections between them. 
● describe how geographical and environmental features impact human history. 
● understand multiple cultures and perspectives that are different from their own. 
● explain differences in political, economic, and societal systems around the world. 
● use appropriate research methodology and seek relevant and reliable information when 

learning about historical topics and/or current events. 
● to explain how the world we live in has been influenced and impacted by past events in 

history. 

Core Units of Study - Each course has 4 - 6 Core Units of Study which are required and in which 
all targeted learning standards are embedded. 

● Unit 1: Where Would You Live? 
● Unit 2: Rise of Civilizations 
● Unit 3: Building and Expanding Empires 
● Unit 4: Rome and the Rise of Christianity 
● Unit 5: Byzantium and Islam 
● Unit 6: Renaissance and Enlightenment 
● Unit 7: Citizenship and Democratic Ideals 

 



 

CORE UNIT # 1 
Title: Where Would You Live? 

Westbrook Learning Standards  
Addressed in this unit 
 

● Geography 
● Application of Skills 

 

Content 
Addressed in this unit 

● 5 Themes of Geography 
○ Location 
○ Place 
○ Movement 
○ Region 
○ Human/Environment 

● Early Human Migration 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to take notes using 
Cornell note-taking style. 

● Students will be able to annotate 
readings in order to find meaning. 

● Students will be able to conduct 
research using reliable sources. 

● Students will be able to cite sources 
using MLA format. 

 

Essential Questions 
	

● How does where people live impact 
their way of life? 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

● Where Would You Live? - Summative Poster 
 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
Suggested resources, including texts and 
experiences, to be used at teacher discretion, 
although those marked by * are required of all 
sections of the course 

● Blazes Library Databases - including 
ABC-CLIO and World Book Student 

● Exploration of CIA Factbook 
● Noodletools 
● Modifications including letting students 

print out maps and type answers. 
● Cornell Note-Taking Graphic Organizer 
● Teaching annotation skills 
● How to format a citation for a book and 

website resource guide 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

● Where Would You Live? - Summative 
Poster* 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

CORE UNIT #2 
Title: Rise of Civilizations 

Westbrook Learning Standards  
Addressed in this unit 
 

● Geography 
● History 
● Application of Skills 
● Economics 

 

Content 
Addressed in this unit 
 

● Paleolithic/Neolithic Periods 
● Agricultural Revolution 
● Mesopotamia 
● GERMS (Government, Economy, 

Religion, Military, Society) 
● Yellow River Valley, Indus River 

Valley, or Nile River Valley 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to define the 
characteristics of a civilization. 

● Students will be able to explain how 
people use natural resources in order to 
develop a civilization. 

● Students will be able to compare and 
contrast two different time periods. 

● Students will be able to use noodletools 
in order to take notes and cite sources. 

 

Essential Questions 
 

● Why do some civilizations develop 
more than others? 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

● Early River Valley Research Project 
 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
Suggested resources, including texts and 
experiences, to be used at teacher discretion, 
although those marked by * are required of all 
sections of the course 

● Blazes Library Databases - including 
ABC-CLIO and World Book Student 

● Noodletools 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

● Paleolithic/Neolithic Quiz 
● Early River Valley Research Project* 

 

CORE UNIT # 3 
Title: Building and Expanding Empires 



 

Westbrook Learning Standards  
Addressed in this unit 
 

● History 
● Geography 
● Application of Skills 

 

Content 
Addressed in this unit 

● Abraham and the covenant 
● Phoenicians 
● Exodus 
● Israelite Kingdom 
● Chaldeans and the Babylonian Exile 
● Persian Empire and Diaspora 
● Alexander the Great/Hellenistic culture 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to explain the 
creation of monotheism. 

● Students will be able to understand the 
concept of cultural identity. 

● Students will be able to analyze why 
empires expand. 

● Students will be able to analyze why 
civilizations have different cultural 
identities and how that impacts the 
people who live there. 

 

Essential Questions 
 

● Why does cultural identity develop? 
● How does cultural identity impact the 

way people live? 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

● Unit 3 Building Empires Test 
 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
Suggested resources, including texts and 
experiences, to be used at teacher discretion, 
although those marked by * are required of all 
sections of the course 

● Study Skills for test taking 9th grade 
● Quizlet/Kahoot/Gimkit 
● Primary Resource document analyzation 

practice. How to break down a source. 
● How to quote a document in academic 

writing 
 
 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

● Unit 3 Building Empires Test* 
● Historical events timeline formative 

 

CORE UNIT # 4 
Title: Rise of Christianity in the Roman Empire 

Westbrook Learning Standards  Content 



 

Addressed in this unit 
 

● History 
● Civics 
● Application 
● Economics 

 

Addressed in this unit 
● Rise of Rome	
● Roman Republic	
● Roman Empire	
● Rise of Christianity 
● Spread of Christianity 
● Constantinople 
● Fall of the Roman Empire 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to identify and 
explain aspects of the Roman Republic. 

● Students will be able to compare and 
contrast the Roman Senate to the U.S. 
Senate. 

● Students will be able to identify the 
borders of the Roman Empire at its 
height. 

● Students will be able to understand the 
development of Christianity within the 
Roman Empire. 

● Students will be able to analyze the 
factors that contributed to the success 
and failure of the Roman Empire. 

Essential Questions 
	

● Why do civilizations rise and fall? 
● How does religion impact the 

development or the destruction of 
civilizations? 

● Does religion have a place within 
government? 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

● Three page biography on a Roman Figure 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources -  
 

● Roman Senate v US gov’t comparison 
● ABC-CLIO and World Book Student 

databases 
● Graphic Organizers with biography 

questions. 
● Examples of a biography 

 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

● Three page biography on a Roman 
Figure* 

 
 

CORE UNIT # 5 
Title: Byzantium and the Middle Ages 

Westbrook Learning Standards  
Addressed in this unit 
 

Content 
Addressed in this unit 

● Transition to Byzantine Empire 



 

● History 
● Geography 
● Application of Skills 

 

● Society in the Middle Ages 
● Feudalism 
● Rise and role of the Catholic Church 
● Development of Islam 
● Differences between Europe and 

Arabian Peninsula during Dark Age 
● Crusades 
● Palestinian-Israeli Conflict Connection 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to identify 
feudalism and manorialism. 

● Students will be able to compare and 
contrast western Europe and eastern 
Europe during the Dark Ages. 

● Students will be able to explain the role 
of the Catholic Church in Western and 
Eastern Europe. 

● Students will be able to explain how 
Islam developed on the Arabian 
Penninsula. 

● Students will be able to evaluate the role 
of religion within a government system. 

● Students will be able to transfer 
knowledge of the monotheistic religions 
to evaluate the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict in the Middle East. 

Essential Questions 
 

● How does religion impact the 
development or the destruction of 
civilizations? 

● Does religion have a place within 
government? 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

● Midterm Assessment 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
● Primary Resource Documents 

○ Partition of 1947, Balfour 
Declaration 

● Crusades: Crescent and the Cross 
Documentary 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

● Midterm Assessment (Test)* 

 

CORE UNIT # 6 
Title: Renaissance and Enlightenment 

Westbrook Learning Standards 
Addressed in this unit 
 

●  

Content 
Addressed in this unit 

● Black Death 
● Modern thought and the decline of the 



 

 Church 
● Humanism/Individualism 
● Renaissance 
● Renaissance Art and Culture 
● Scientific Revolution 
● The Protestant Reformation 
● The Spread of Protestantism 
● Age of Exploration 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

● Students will be able to explain where 
personal identity comes from. 

 

Essential Questions 
	

● How do you know something? 
● How does faith and reason impact your 

personal identity? 
 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

●  
 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
Suggested resources, including texts and 
experiences, to be used at teacher discretion, 
although those marked by * are required of all 
sections of the course 

●  
 
 
 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

●  

 
 
 
 
 
 

CORE UNIT # 7 
Title: Citizenship and Democratic Ideals 

Westbrook Learning Standards  
Addressed in this unit 
 

● History 
● Civics 
● Application of Skills 

Content 
Addressed in this unit 

●  



 

 

Performance Indicators (Skills) 
 

●  
 

Essential Questions 
	

● Is democracy the best form of 
government? 

● What does it mean to be an involved and 
responsible citizen? 

 

Common Assessment - Assessment required of all students at end of unit. 
 

●  
 

Instructional Suggestions / Resources - 
Suggested resources, including texts and 
experiences, to be used at teacher discretion, 
although those marked by * are required of all 
sections of the course 

●  
 
 
 

Assessment Suggestions/Resources - 
Suggested assessments to be used at teacher 
discretion, although those marked by * are 
required of all sections of the course 
 

●  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


